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 Stuart Benson Building Projects 

Design, Build and Maintenance including Interior Refurbishments, 
Kitchen / Bathroom fitting, Tiling, Flooring, Skirting boards, Doors 

Garage conversions. Exterior Decking, Patios, Driveways 
Garden Offices/ Sheds 

Tel: 07946 579862 or 01525 403083 
Email: benson.stuart@ googlemail.com 

 
 



1

You can also read Spotlight online 

www.clophillspotlight.co.uk

EDITOR 
 
ADVERTISING MANAGER 

DESIGN MANAGER 

DISTRIBUTION MANAGER

TREASURER

Elaine Jones 
editorial@clophillspotlight.co.uk 
Emma Frost 
ads@clophillspotlight.co.uk

Chris Abrahams 
cmabrahams@yahoo.co.uk

Pete Liddle

Richard Pearson

07918 975823 
 
 

 

860113

861110

Deadline for articles is 20th of the month

The magazine staff

A word from the Editor...“ Hello...and goodbye!

”

After several years at Spotlight, I’m stepping down – but I’m delighted  
that two lovely villagers have volunteered to take over.

So please welcome Elaine Jones who is the new editor and Emma Frost who 
is the new ad manager. A huge thank you to both of them for taking on these 

roles – without them, our local village magazine would have had to close. 

Spotlight will be back again in May

Please keep sending in your articles,  
  news reports and events posters so  
   that Spotlight can continue to be a  
  brilliant resource for our village.
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Spring has definitely sprung at The 
Eco Lodges and our team has been 
busy splitting out the saplings around 
the site and moving them to give the 
young trees room to grow. We only 
plant native species on site and are 
working to develop more hedgerows 
to provide cover and nesting sites 
for wildlife. The range of birds that 
visit our feeders at The Eco Lodges is 
impressive and we love being able to 
watch flocks of long-tailed tits, coal tits, 
blue tits and chaffinches – we’ve even 
spotted the occasional tree creeper and 
wood pecker. The feeders are positioned 
in front of The Nest windows and so 
can be viewed from the comfort of  
our sofas during our cafe openings.

For the second year running we’re thrilled to be a part of Greensand Country Festival 
which takes place from the 1st-31st May. The festival is a celebration of Greensand 

Country and aims to encourage people living in this distinct 
landscape to get out and explore the beautiful countryside on 
their doorstep. From Leighton Buzzard to Gamlingay there’ll be a 
whole host of events including open gardens, churchyard tours, 

history talk, nature walks, treasure trails and photo workshops and children’s activities. For 
a full listing pick up a guide from The Eco Lodges or see www.greensandcountry.com 

Clophill Heritage Trust are actively seeking new volunteers so if you have a couple of 
hours spare a month and would like to meet new people we’d love to hear from you. 
Volunteer opportunities include helping at events/cafes, gardening and site upkeep, 
history tours and marketing. Please contact one of the wardens on 07935 911207  
or email Info@ClophillEcoLodges.co.uk

News from Clophill Heritage Trust 

For info call 07935 911207 or email info@clophillecolodges.co.uk 
www.Facebook.com/ClophillEcoLodges

One of our villagers, Cora Sheppard, has raised £1,020 for Multiple Sclerosis Trust.  
She achieved this amazing total by sending out charity-approved letters to friends and 
family asking for cheque donations. To help raise even more money, Cora will be selling 
bric-a-brac at this year’s fete in May.

Each year, Cora organises events, sales and raffles to raise funds for charities including 
Keech Hospice Care, Alzheimer’s Research and Diabetes UK. Well done, Cora!

Hurrah for fund-raising Cora! 
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• Contact Imogen on 07765 887868 or Chris on 07936 006381 or email  
   clophillpreschool@gmail.com. Our website is www.clophillpreschool.co.uk

It’s not just the trees that have been blossoming at preschool but the 
children’s creativity, too. They’ve made junk model robots’ suits and 
worn them around the setting, moving their bodies and using their 
voices to create their robotic characters. They’ve made cameras from 
boxes to ‘photograph’ friends and nature, enjoyed storytelling and role 
playing and used Playdough to roll and shape into snakes and snails.

We’re busy practising our dance with Katie for May’s church fete – 
the children will be performing at 2.30pm 
so do come and watch them. There has also 
been lots of muddy play as the children 
create their own recipes in the mud kitchen 
– counting spoonfuls of mud, sprinkling 
in handfuls of gravel and adding different 
shaped leaves as they concoct and discuss what they’re ‘cooking’. 

Our children have the most fantastic imaginations and it’s 
important that we nurture this creative spirit. At preschool we 
encourage both language and listening skills not purely through 
stories and songs but by listening out for aeroplanes, retelling role 
play stories, going on sound walks and creating our own music. 

Through observing our children and assessing their levels 
of engagement we’re developing our environment both 
indoors and out. We’ve made subtle changes to our 
setting, like removing the plastic play houses and garage 
and replacing them with our wooden blocks and planks 
of wood to allow these wonderful imaginations to create 
their own ramps and homes. The children can now decide 
what shaped blocks to use to create their house, use 
mathematical skills to figure out how to construct it and 
use the planks to create ramps for the cars, seeing how 
the height can alter the speed and distance travelled. And 
all the time using their brains so very much more and 
enjoying a sense of achievement when they’re finished.

A sad bit of news...our outdoor area has been broken into 
for the third time. Resources have been broken, rubbish 
left and glass scattered where the children play. We hope 
to raise funds at our Easter Hunt and Craft event on the 
14th to repair the damage. We won’t be discouraged 
by the vandalism of our setting – we will continue to flip 
pancakes, fly on magic buses to faraway lands, make dens from tree branches,  
build pathways in the mud, create story sticks...the joy of learning will never end.

News
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In March we had a very enjoyable demonstration by Area Demonstrator  
and Club Committee member Doug Howard from Stotfold (ably assisted  
by his wife, Janet). Doug’s title, ‘Colourful Creations’, was echoed in his  
multi-coloured waistcoat and tie! And along with his love of colour, Doug’s  
passion for different foliage ran through the whole demonstration.

For his first arrangement, Doug used a 
selection of spring flowers – iris, tulips, 
anenomes with pussy willow – which 
was followed by a display of yellows and 
oranges, including exotic kangaroo paw. 
Then came a tall purple and cerise creation.

After a lovely arrangement of various 
foliages and pink anthuriums, we were off 
to Italy, which Doug and Janet visit regularly. 
                                        As they will be  
                                        celebrating their  
                                           golden wedding  
                                                this year, it was fitting that the final arrangement included  
                                                golden roses among white orchids, freesia and carnations.

                                             TIP! Doug told us that used floral foam can be rejuvenated by  
                                             placing it in a bucket and carefully pouring boiling water over it.  
                                           The foam can then be put in the bottom of plant tubs as it will  
                                            release water slowly and help to make watering less frequent.

                                            For our demonstration on 2nd May, National Demonstrator 
                                            David Thomson will be showing us displays 
                  of ‘Flora Mania’. We start at 7.30pm in the village hall. Tickets 
                are £6 for club members and £10 for visitors.  Kate Smith

Clophill & District Flower Club

• For information on upcoming demonstrations, go to  
   www.clophillflowerclub.com or phone Gillian 01525 860539 or Carolyn 01462 815433

Clophill Christians Together with Clophill Heritage Trust 
are celebrating Easter weekend with a representation of 
The Way of the Cross with reflections on some of the 
events of Good Friday. You’re welcome to bring flowers 
to leave at the foot of a cross if you’d like to do so.

The annual Sunrise Service will be held on  
Easter Sunday starting at 7.30am. Again we’d welcome flowers to mark the day.

If you wish to enjoy a breakfast of bacon butties and tea/coffee in The Nest,  
please contact Adrienne on 860875.

Easter at the Old Church
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While April is a busy month in the garden, it’s important to take a few  
moments to sit in the sun, listen to the birds and admire the colours as  
there is a real vibrancy about early spring. While it seems strange to be thinking ahead, 
now is the best time to make a note of any gaps in your spring planting so that you’re 
ready to order your bulbs in the autumn for next year’s spring show.

At this time of year, the lawn is actively growing so take some time to give it a bit of TLC. 
When it comes to spring lawn care there are three key jobs that need to be done:- 
1 scarifying – removing the thatch 
2 spiking – improving drainage and air to the roots 
3 top-dressing – improving soil quality and adding a little feed.

Lawn preparation 
Begin by mowing the lawn so you can get closer to the soil beneath. Then, if you have any 
moss in your lawn, use a Lawn Sand to kill it off – skip this step and you’ll spread living 
moss spores around the lawn when you scarify, making the problem ten times worse. 
Scatter the Lawn Sand lightly and evenly over the lawn 
surface and then leave it for a couple of weeks to work.

Scarifying 
Once the moss is dead, you can rake it up by hand using a 
spring tined rake pulled firmly across the lawn surface – a 
great form of exercise, but be warned, it’s hard work! If you 
have a larger lawn or don’t fancy the workout then you can 
use an electric scarifier or aerator, with either sprung tines or blades (check out local hire 
companies). The dead moss and thatch can then go into your compost or green recycling.

Spiking 
Spiking is easily done using a garden fork and spearing into 
the lawn every 6in (15cm). Go at least 4in (10cm) deep 
and give the fork a little wiggle to widen the holes slightly 
as you pull it out. This needs to be done across the lawn 
– a long, hard and boring job, but well worth the effort.

Top-dressing 
The final job is top-dressing over the grass with a 50:50 
mix of sharp sand and John Innes No 3 potting compost. 
For a 12ft x 12ft (3.6m x 3.6m) lawn you’ll need about 
one-and-a-half bags of each. Mix them well together and 
spread the mix as evenly as you can over the surface of the 
soil. Now brush the dressing into the holes you pricked with the fork. This is traditionally 
done with a beesome broom but any stiff bristled broom will work. If you can, try and 
work from a plank laid on the lawn so that you avoid squishing the holes shut.

The end result looks pretty awful at this stage, but the lawn will love you for your efforts 
in the long run. Within a week you should be seeing strong green growth pushing 
through, and as spring advances into summer the turf will look better and better!

Come into the Garden
with Kate Gardner
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Do you live alone and sometimes feel lonely?

Or do you live with other people but would like to meet  
different people occasionally? 

Clophill Community Care is starting a new social group that may  
be what you’re looking for.

Starting on May 2nd, the group will meet weekly on  
Thursday afternoons from 2pm in St. Mary’s Church.

There will be a variety of activities such as cards, table top games, jigsaws  
and colouring plus occasional talks, crafts and entertainment. Or you can  

simply sit and chat with friends over a cup of tea.

Donations welcome to cover expenses.

Just come along or for information contact Julie on juliebenson@talktalk.net  
or Adrienne on 860875.

If you need transport please ring Community Care on 07791 773705

New Clophill Social Group
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What a wonderful variety of costumes Acorn Class wore for World Book Day! The children were 
delighted to be visited by some Year 4 children who read the books they bought in from home 
to them. After attending Worship in the afternoon, to listen to a story acted out by teachers,  
we held an impromptu disco to round off such an exciting day. We’ve begun singing songs  
from the Jolly Phonics scheme. The children are very enthusiastic in learning how to say the 
sounds and the accompanying actions. We hope they’ve been sharing the ‘a, a, ants on your 
arm’ and ‘the snake is in the grass, sss’ songs at home with you.

We welcomed two special visitors – local author Richard Mayers and Clophill illustrator  
Abi de Montfort – who talked to the children about night time animals and read  
their new book ‘The Hedgehog’s Full Moon Party’ to Acorn and Reception Class.  
We made a hedgehog feeding station named ‘Hedgehog Cafe’ and Richard kindly  
donated a Hedgehog house, which we’ve called ‘Lavender House’. Both can be found  
outside Acorn Class and we look forward to seeing if any hedgehogs visit in future.

After being rescheduled from March due to the high winds, our Lent Games  
Appeal was held earlier this week. The chosen charity is The Mind Map, which  
works in Bedfordshire schools focusing on the prevention/early intervention of  
mental ill health in children and young people. We’re still totalling the amount raised and will be 
able to share this next month. The school council arranged a successful fundraising day for Red 
Nose Day, raising an amazing £217. Well done to them and a big thank you to all who donated

We all enjoyed World Book Day. There were some fantastic costumes and we loved hearing 
about the children’s favourite books. The staff also got involved, dressing up as Crayons to tell 
the Oliver Jeffers story ‘The Day Crayons Came Home’.

The school has been lucky to have been visited by both the Bedfordshire Fire Service and 
the Transport Police. On both occasions they spent time talking about the work they do, 
how to stay safe and answering many excellent questions from our children, who also had the 
opportunity to see a fire engine and police van, use the fire hose and try on police uniforms. 

Our Year 1 class led worship, where they told the story of David and Jonathon, linked to the 
value of Friendship. They worked really hard and had some very difficult lines. Year 3 led our 
Easter Service in church and were wonderful in retelling the story of ‘The Three Trees’.

Finally, Year 4 have had a busy month with sporting events. Some of the class attended a transfer 
day at Robert Bloomfield Academy and thoroughly enjoyed learning how  
to play Boccia and Curling. There was also a swimming competition, where  
the children performed really well and, as always, were a credit to the school.

Our value for April is Joy
‘A feeling of happiness and contentment brought about by special people,  
objects or events.’ Joy is an inside happiness that makes it through to the outside – like the 
bubbles and fizz in a bottle of pop when you shake it up. When Christians get really joyful  
they do so because of God, because his presence is so great and big and loving. When the 
joy in God bubbles up within a person, it can come out as shouting, singing, clapping, playing 
instruments, or even dancing. Sometimes Christians write hymns or poems to express their joy.

St Mary’s School News

Acorn Nursery News
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Arthur Gardner died of dysentery in Serbia on 10th April 1919, aged 32. He was born in 
1887 in Broughton, Northants. His parents were Thomas William, an agricultural foreman, 
and Eliza. The family lived at Old Farm, Beadlow. Arthur was a farm labourer in 1901 aged 
14. Unfortunately it hasn’t been possible to find his whereabouts in the 1911 census, 
however he was no longer living with his parents. His father remained at Beadlow, working 
as a farm bailiff, and was living with his second wife, Florence. 

In 1913 Arthur married Dora Mitchell in Stamford, Lincolnshire. The couple lived in 
Kempston around 1915 to 1918. 

Arthur served as a Private in the 338th Mechanised Transport (MT) Co. Royal Army Service Corps. 
The 338th was formed in April 1915. Later it served in Egypt with 10th (Irish) Division and 
Salonika as army troops under GHQ command. At the time of Arthur’s death his wife’s location 
is given as Easton On The Hill, Northants and he is also commemorated on their memorial.

Ampthill News reported in May 1919 – ‘We regret to record the death of Pte. Arthur 
Gardner, eldest son of Mr. T.W. Gardner, of Beadlow. He served for 3 years at Salonica  
in the R.A.S.C., M.T., and has recently been in Serbia, where he died from an attack of 
dysentery whilst attached to the Royal Serbian Army. His wife has received a letter from 
the Rev. A. Milles, chaplain to the hospital where he 
died, saying that her husband passed away on April 
10th, and was laid to rest with military honours. Dr 
Enslie, the Hospital C.O., the Matron, several Sisters, 
and officers and men of his Company were at the 
graveside, and had done everything possible for him.’

Arthur is buried in the Chela Kula Military  
Cemetery, Nish, Serbia. 

• Although Arthur was the last of the men on the  
   village memorial to die we’ve discovered two other men equally connected with the  
   village who died serving their country. John Vincent Blackburn and Reginald Roberts  
   are not listed on Clophill’s memorial but we’ll be telling their story next month.

Remembering Clophill’s Fallen
This is the final article of our series commemorating the centenary of Clophill’s brave 
men who lost their lives in the First World War. Arthur Gardner was the last to die of 
the 24 men who are commemorated on our memorial.

Friday 26th April, Clophill Village Hall

Doors open at 7pm. Entry is 30p per adult; accompanied children free. 
Refreshments available.

 All profits are donated for the direct benefit of the residents at the  
Leonard Cheshire DisABILITY Home at Agate house in Ampthill.

Grand Jumble Sale
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Parish Registers for March & April

Bassett-Lowke: 
A Modelling Legend 

Lecture Theatre, Flitwick Library MK45 1QJ 
£2 for members and £3 for visitors, payable on the door. 

Further details: clive.makin@ntlworld.com  Tel: 01582 655785
www.adalhs.org.uk

Ampthill & District Archaeological & Local History Society

        Speaker – Allan Boldero

The life of W J Bassett Lowke, the man behind 78 Derngate in Northampton, the  
company he founded, and how offshore production, mail order and upward mobility  

are nothing new. Model trains weren’t the only things that Bassett Lowke sold – although  
there may be a few examples around on the night! The talk is preceded by our AGM.

Monday 1st April, 7.30pm for 7.45pm

  1919

Baptisms 
Mar 16 Kathleen May Sibson 
 (father a painter) 
Apr 20 Kenneth Graham Weston of  
 Meppershall (father a clerk) 
Marriages 
Apr 10 William George Whittamore,  
 30, to Hilda Elizabeth (?), 27 
Burials 
Mar 10 George Huckle, 79 
Mar 13 Ellen Roberts, 77 
Apr 2 Rebecca Izzard, 85 
 George Walker, 73

  1969

Baptisms 
Mar 2 Murray Victor Williams 
Apr 27 Rachel Amanda Leigh 
Burials 
Apr 19 Annie Woodward, 83 
Apr 30 Amy Diggins, 74

  1819

Baptisms 
Mar 14 John, son of James and  
 Hannah Maddams 
Mar 28 Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas  
 (gamekeeper) and Ann Davis (?) 
Apr 9 William, son of William and  
 Mary Roberts 
 Sarah, daughter of Thomas  
 and Catherine Barnard (?) 
Apr 14 Sarah, daughter of William  
 (husbandman) and Sarah Maddams 
Burials 
Mar 14 William Matthews, found drowned

  1869

Baptisms 
Apr 4 Joseph Bushby 
 Fanny Sharman (?) 
Burials 
Apr 21 Ruth Sinfield (?), 26 
Apr 28 John Mendham, Rector, 68

ST MARY’S CHURCH REGISTER 
FOR FEBRUARY AND MARCH
Baptism 
Feb 24 Arthur William James

Burial of Ashes 
Mar 2 Michael George Thornhill, 78 
 Daphne Patricia Thackwray  
 Thornhill, 73
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What’s on in and around Clophill

Sunday 14th  
Easter egg hunt & children’s crafts  Clophill Village Hall, 2-4pm 
See poster in this issue

Saturday 27th  
The Downtown Daddyo’s  Rock ’n’ roll night, Clophill Village Hall, 7.30pm-late 
See this issue for ticket details 

Saturday 11th  
Clophill Village Fete  St Mary’s Church, noon- 4pm. See poster in this issue 

Friday 7th - Sunday 9th  
Brides & Blooms  Silsoe Church. See this issue for full details

On throughout the month...

14

One Saturday a month... 
• Messy Church  4pm-6pm, Clophill Methodist  
 Church. Dates: May 18; Jul 20; Sep 14; Nov 16;  
 Dec 14. See ‘Village Groups’ for contact details.

CHURCH SERVICES 
Regular services at St Mary’s Church, Clophill 
1st Sunday 8am, Holy Communion;  
 10.45am, Family Praise 
2nd & 4th Sundays 10.45am, Parish Communion  
3rd Sunday 10.45am, Morning Prayer/Praise 
5th Sunday  10am, Benefice Services

Regular services at Clophill Methodist Church 
1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th Sundays  10.30am Morning Service 
3rd Sunday 10.30am All Age Worship Service

If you have any diary dates that you would like included on this page,  
please email clophillspotlight1@hotmail.co.uk

Fridays... 
• Clophill Toddler Group  10am-11.30am, 
 Village Hall, See ‘Village Groups’ for contact details

Wednesdays... 
• Tea and Chat  10.30 to noon, Methodist Church 

27
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Wildlife
walks & talks

For additional information please email flitvale.info@gmail.com or  
ring Ann on 075801 78889 after 6pm or at weekends. www.flitvale.org.uk

Brian Eversham, BCN’s chief executive, is fascinated by the small and  
unusual – and with his encyclopaedic knowledge of all things natural,  
his talk is guaranteed to bring plenty of insights and unexpected facts.

Open to all – £3 per adult

Overlooked Wildlife
Monday 15 April, 7.45pm, Maulden Church Hall
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These notes are a resume only. Official minutes are available on the internet and notice boards. 
All official correspondence should be sent to the parish clerk and not individual councillors.

Allotments: If you’re interested in taking up an allotment in the village, please contact James 
Stirling on 01462 887226 or clerk@clophill-pc.gov.uk James is also looking at the viability of 
a water supply at the Townshott allotments – he’s keen to hear from allotment holders on how 
much of a charge you’d expect to pay for the water on top of your annual rent. Once a feeling 
about costs is known, the matter will be discussed at a future PC meeting

Neighbourhood Watch Scheme: Cllr Austin reminds villagers to sign up to the 
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme at https://www.clophill-pc.gov.uk/information/watches/
neighbourhood Members of the scheme will receive information and a sticker for their door 
which reminds would-be cold callers that it’s a criminal offence to try to sell on the doorstep. 
Up-to-date Neighbourhood Watch signage for individual streets and village entrances will be 
supplied when membership increases. 

Flit Valley Walk: The Council heard about Phase 2 plans to extend the Flit Valley Walk all the 
way from Clophill to Shefford. Phase 1 is close to completion and an interpretation board and 
carved bench are planned to be installed near the bridge on the edge of The Green. Claire 
Poulton, programme manager of the Greensand Country Landscape Partnership, will provide 
more detail on the plans at a future meeting.

Community Policing: The community policing team will be available at the Co-op on the 
Green on the following dates: • 13th May (2pm-4pm) • 7th August (10am-noon) 
• 13th November (2pm-4pm) • 8th February 2020 (2pm-4pm)

Residents are advised to make good use of these 
renewed opportunities to discuss local policing issues.

Recreation Ground Teen Shelter: The teen shelter has 
now been delivered to the rec and we hope it will be 
enjoyed by young people, footballers and dog walkers 
alike. Cllr Hodge is organising some improvements to 
the bank as well and will be working with the Clerk to 
get one or more picnic benches installed in this area.

The Green: Parking at The Green continues to be a challenge and the PC is working with CBC 
and the Co-op to find options to help. Residents are reminded to please park with consideration 
and to not block the bus route or we risk losing the current bus services into the village. 

Grassed area next to the Co-op: The PC has started a discussion with the owners of 
the Flying Horse to take over the grassed area next to the Co-op and make some minor 
improvements. We’re also talking to the Co-op about a replacement picnic table and bench,  
as the current ones have been vandalised. 

The Lakes: This continues to move forward and the PC recently had a very fruitful meeting with 
representatives of L&Q (formerly Gallagher Estates), a potential developer and GST (Greensand 
Trust). The plan is still to transfer all of the ‘Lakes’ land to GST minus a parcel off Shefford 

Clophill Parish Council 
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Road for development and a parcel behind the school for future educational purposes. The 
development will have a RM (reserved matters) planning application submitted at some point  
in the future. There are still a number of steps before this stage is reached and there are a lot of 
legal obligations that the current landowner has to agree with Central Beds planning. The PC  
remains committed to working with all parties to obtain the best possible outcome for the village.

Elections: Don’t forget that local elections are on 2nd May – ensure you’re registered in time 
and make your vote count!

Parish Council website: Want to get PC news items and updated delivered to your inbox? Just  
go to www.clophill-pc.gov.uk and click on the ‘Join Website’ button at the top right of your screen.

• Full minutes from meetings can be found at clophill-pc.gov.uk  

Planning
CB/19/00422/FULL   
Location: Hard Earnt, Kiln Lane 
Proposal:  Replacement dwelling and installation of solar panels to rear garden.   SUPPORT

The next Parish Council meeting will take place at the Village Hall 
at 7.45pm on Tuesday 23 April

Clophill Parish Council 
Continued

860920 
 

07791 773705 
07894 710001 

860206 
07535 705711 

860539 
862297 
860539 
861110 

07903 167493 
07975 520085 

860754 
07920 568861 

 
07774 993973 

www.scouts.org.uk/get-
involved 
860695 

07821 643936

Village groups
Beverley Court 
Brownies 
Clophill Community Care 
Clophill Heritage Trust 
Clophill St Mary’s C of E Lower School & Nursery 
Clophill Toddler Group 
Clophill United Charities 
Conservation Group 
Flower Club 
Friends of the Cheshire Home 
Funzone After School Club 
Greensands Community Choir 
Indoor Carpet Bowls 
Messy Church 
 
St Mary’s PTA 
Scouts and Cubs 
Tea and Chat 
Village Hall Booking Secretary

 
https://enquiryym.girlguiding.org.uk 
Duty Contact 
Ali Bradbury 
Emma Topliff 
Hannah Compton 
Gillian Hill 
Brian Adams 
Gillian Hill 
Sue Pearson 
 
Luke Howard 
Tony Meredith 
Victoria Higgins 
victoriajhiggins@hotmail.co.uk 
Julia Skelton 
 
Anita Errick 
Marilyn Browning



18

Gas (Emergency)   0800 111999 
Electricity (Emergency)   0800 7838838 
Emergency Fire/Police/Ambulance   999 
Water/Sewage (Anglian Water)   0845 7145145 
Telephone (Customer Services) 150 (Faults) 151 
Highways Department (Central Bedfordshire Council)   0300 3008049 
Benefits Agency (Bedford office)   01234 361500 
Registrar’s Office (Births/deaths/marriages)   0300 3008089 
Rail (Enquiries)     0845 7484950 
Buses  01234 262151 (Link A Ride) 01525 840511 (Flittabus)  01582 406561 
Luton Airport   01582 405100 
Swimming  (Flitwick) 01525 717744 (Robinson Pool)  01234 212479

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
Central Beds Offices (Chicksands)   0300 300 8000 
Mid-Beds MP  Nadine Dorries 01462 811992 
Central Bedfordshire Councillors  Michael Blair 01525 404513 
  Paul Duckett 07988 184061 
Clophill Parish Council  Paul Downing 01525 860350 
 (Clerk) James Stirling 01462 887226

HOSPITALS 
Bedford (North & South)  01234 355122 Admissions 01234 261150 
  Appointments 01234 359012 
Luton & Dunstable   0845 1270127

DOCTOR’S CLINICS 
Ampthill (Houghton Close) 01525 300898 (Oliver Street) 01525 631395 
  (Greensands) 01525 631390 
Shefford Enquiries 01462 818620 Appointments 01462 810034 
Barton     01582 528700  Flitwick 01525 715300

POLICE  Non Emergency 101 
County Police HQ   01234 841212 
Ampthill Station   101

CHURCHES 
St Mary’s Parish Church  Revd Dean Henley 01234 381235 
St Francis RC Church, Shefford  Ian Gordon 01525 860875 
Clophill Methodist Church  Jim Davies 01525 860829 
Baptist Churches    (Ampthill) Doreen Gibbs 01525 862424   (Maulden) Ian Crawford 01525 634325 
                                                                                                   (Shefford) Hazel Arnold 01462 812564          

SCHOOLS 
Clophill St Mary’s C of E Lower School & Nursery   (Headteacher Mrs K Bingley) 01525 860206 
Harlington Upper School, Harlington   01525 755100 
Preschool           clophillpreschool@gmail.com       (Chris)  07936 006381 or (Imogen)  07765 887868 
Redborne Upper School, Ampthill   01525 404462 
Robert Bloomfield Middle School, Shefford   01462 628800

Useful numbers
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LOVE SINGING!
sing wi

th an exciting local choir ...
Gre

ensa
nd Com

munity Choir

Come along to your local community choir, 
for men and women of all singing abilities!
Mondays, 8.00-9.30 pm at St. Mary's Church, Clophill.

Come and sing with an exciting new local choir led by a professional musical director 
Uplifting music in a variety of styles: musicals, classic pop, folksongs, sacred and world music
Welcoming singers of all abilities - no audition, no need to read music!
New members - come along any time for a free taster 

Enquiries to: 
greensandcommunitychoir@gmail.com 
or ring Luke on: 01525 838199

greensand choir-spotlight-amends-Oct14.qxp  24/10/2014  12:38  Page 1

07975 520085

Hypnotherapy...the Mindful Way
For help with: anxiety, stress, IBS, migraine mindful eating, 
insomnia & many other conditions. For more information or 
an initial consultation please contact Ann. Tel: 07791171980
Email: enquiries@pathwaysofmindfulness.co.uk
www.pathwaysofmindfulness.com
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CoachingTALKEASY
Do you want to make a fundamental 

difference to your life and don’t 
know where to start?

My name is Lynn and I am a Life Coach.

I have extensive experience helping 
with every aspect of life, e.g. support with 

family issues, or your own financial, 
emotional, or physical wellbeing.

My most recent project has been supporting 
young teenagers in their place of education.

    07557948644
  01525860384
lynnclements87@gmail.com

            Be the change in your life 
           and contact me for a free, 
                      no obligation chat.
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Professional friendly 
accountancy services 

Fully qualified,
Free initial consultation, 

competitive fees
Sole traders, Ltd companies,

bookkeeping, payroll,
CIS, VAT & Tax.

sally@sjtax.co.uk
01234 831997
07899 808592 
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 REMEMBER OUR MOTTO
 “A VISIT TO THE JUG IS BETTER THAN GOING TO A PUB”

 CHEERS JOYCE, VIKKI & MARK
 

The S t on e Ju g BACK STREET, CLOPHILL 

A Free House Telephone
 01525

 860526
 

 

 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

REMEMBER OUR MOTTO 
“A VISIT TO THE JUG IS BETTER THAN GOING TO A PUB” 

CHEERS JOYCE & VIKKI 

The Stone Jug BACK STREET, CLOPHILL 
A Free House Telephone 

01525 
860526 

It’s time to accept the fact that we are in the 21st century. So with this in mind 
we will be moving with the times this year and installing a chip and pin machine 
and joining the world-wide web!  
All in good time though, after all Rome wasn’t built in a day! 
Some things don’t change though – we still offer good quality, fairly priced 
home cooked lunches, a proper pub atmosphere, real ales and dogs welcome. 
So if you haven’t tried us yet make 2013 the year to make that change. 
Once again, thank you for your support 
So for now it’s business as usual……………… 

Despite many protestations from ‘the Matriarch’, Joyce is still very much at the helm 
(or so we tell her!). Vikki has been demoted (but she’s still here, don’t you know!) 
and Mark has moved into pole position and is doing exceptionally well. We’re still 
very much a family-run village pub with our late dad’s saying still ringing true 
– ‘We’re a proper pub for proper people’. Cheers!
• 5 real ales, including 2 guest pumps that change frequently
  (see our Facebook page for details) 
• selection of wines and Prosecco by the glass – or even better, by the bottle
• home-cooked lunches Tues-Sat, 12pm-2pm

www.stonejug.co.uk www.facebook.com/thestonejugclophill
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Emma Thoulass FCA CTA

Experienced Chartered Accountant and
Chartered Tax adviser based in Clophill
providing a full range of accountancy

and taxation services to businesses
and private individuals.

To arrange a free initial consultation
please telephone me on 01525 590465
or email emma@et-accountancy.co.uk

01525 590465
www.et-accountancy.co.uk Please email our Advertising Manager  

at ads@clophillspotlight.co.uk

Take out an 
annual ad 

in Spotlight

One-sixth 
One-quarter 
One-third 
Half page

£53 
£69 
£80 

£112

H31 x W126mm 

H92 x W61mm 

H61 x W126mm 

H92 x W126mm

Black & White per year
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OPEN NOW!



26



27



28

 
 
 
 

 

AIMS 
Tim Kemp BA FCA  ♦ Professional service providing for 
Top Barn  Rectory Road      all your accounting and tax needs 
Steppingly  MK45 5AT  ♦ Practical advice based on 20 years 
     experience in running businesses 
TEL/FAX : 01525 717141 ♦ Personal approach with fixed fees 
MOBILE  : 07900 823 012     relevant to the work you need 
www.aims.co.uk ♦ Friendly, local accountant support- 
e-mail: timk@aims.co.uk     ing the community for over 20 years 
 
 

Please call for a free, no-obligation initial meeting 
 

ACCOUNTANTS FOR business 
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THE COMPUTER MAN 
 

Got a problem with your computer and don’t know what 
to do? Suffering with a virus or spam? 

 
Don’t hesitate! Ring your local computer expert 

Remote repairs or home visits 
(Day, evening & weekend) 

 
Lap top/desk top loan 

(Free pick up & drop off in local area) 
 

Comprehensive health check from £35 (Special Offer £35 - normally £40) 
Refurbished fl at screen available from £15 • Refurbished base units available from £99 

 
Contact Stephen Amos 

07976 718567 
the.computerman@ntlworld.com 
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Exam techniques and preparation. Revision and practice 

papers: SATs, 11+ and GCSEs 

Spanish for business or pleasure, all levels. GCSE & A-levels  
Skills development: conversation, reading and writing 

Maths: Boost your confidence and abilities 
KS1, KS2, KS3, SATs, 11+ and GCSE practice papers. 

References available. Reasonable rates 
Enquiries:    01525 860743  -  07952 667814   

 rincontuition@yahoo.com  
 

rincontuition - Spanish & Maths  
Expand your knowledge.  Boost your confidence 

 Phone  01525 860743    -   Mob 07952 667814 
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On the Green beside the Post Office every Friday, 3.30-7.30pm
 

 
We are your local mobile fish and chip van, we have been parked on the 

green every Friday for the past 6 years. We serve only the highest   
quality produce, cooked fresh to order and served to you by our friendly staff.

 Why don’t you pop down and come and Try Our Fry! 
  To avoid waiting in the cold, give us a call to 

 place your order on: 07833 786108
 A big thank you to all our customers who have loyally supported us over the 

past couple of years. 
 

 19 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Unit 6, Woodside Farm, Clophill Road, Maulden, Beds, MK45 2AE 

 
Feeds for Dogs, Cats, Rabbits, Horses, Ponies, 

Poultry, Goats, Sheep, Birds 
 

Tel:  01525  860150 
 

‘For all creatures great and small 
serving the local community for over 30 years’ 

 
 
 

Chapman & Kirby Heating 

Gas, Plumbing & Heating Installations 

Gas Safe Registered 

Boiler Servicing & Maintenance 

Call us now 

Email: info@chapmanandkirbyheating.co.uk
Tel: 01525 861255  Mob: 07831 132308

 

1C, Old Silsoe Road, Clophill, Beds., MK45 4AR 
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Reassurance when you need it most
Serving the people of Bedfordshire since 1875

www.nevillefuneralservice.com

Neville Funeral Service
inc. George Squire & Sons since 1976

24 Clifton Road  
Shefford  SG17 5AE 

t:  01462 813258
e:  shefford@nevillefuneralservice.com

Neville Funeral Service
The Old Church  Flitwick Road 

 Ampthill  MK45 2NT
t:  01525 406132

e:  ampthill@nevillefuneralservice.com
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 Baths, Toilets & 
Showers  

Sinks and Taps 
Guttering 

Leaks and Burst Pipes 
Drainage 

Handyman jobs also 
 

Silsoe based 
No call out fee – free estimates 
Fully insured and guaranteed 

No job too small 
07720 723653   01525 864859 

info@betaplumbing.co.uk 
www.betaplumbing.co.uk 
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Root n Branch Ad (126x31).pdf   1   14/03/2013   14:15

Pre-Order
Service Available

    Kennels

ENHANCED raw  d i et  fo r m u l a

Quality
BOARDING

D AY  B O A R D I N G
HOLISTIC FOOD SHOP

GROOMING & GOING HOME BATHS
OFF SITE NATURE WALKS

QUALIFIED TEAM

www.coniferkennels.co.uk     01525 860339

The Causeway, Clophill, Beds. MK45 4BA

 

Compu-Doc
PC / laptop crisis ?

Call the Doc for -

Hardware & software

Diagnosis & treatment
 john.stafford@compu-doc.co.uk01525-402227

 STUART DREW ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
 

MEMBER OF THE ECA 
PART P CERTIFIED     QUALIFIED TO 18TH EDITION  

 
From extra lights & sockets, to re-wires. Fault finding and electrical safety 

certification. For a professional, courteous service with free estimates & all work 
guaranteed, please call me 

 
Fully qualified & insured 

30 years experience 

 
29 Lincoln Way 
Harlington 
Beds 
LU5 6NG 

 
Telephone: 

01525 875965 
07941 812662 
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SHEFFORD  01462  627002 
www.bathroomvogue.com 

Unit 4A, Shefford Industrial Park, St Francis Way, Shefford SG17 5DZ 
 
 
 
 

• Suppliers of traditional and modern 
equipment 

 
• Working whirlpool & spa baths, power 

& steam shower systems on display 
 
• Over 40 settings on display 
 
• Complete installation service if 

required 
 
• Personal friendly service from a family 

run business 

• Wall and floor tiles 
 
• Accessories 
 
• Mirrors 
 
• Bathroom furniture 
 
• Heated towel rails 
 
• Saunas 
 
• Bathroom cabinets 

EST. 
1989 

 
 

 
 
 
 

TREE SURGERY, HEDGE TRIMMING,  
TURFING, FENCE MAINTENANCE,  

DECKING,  PATIO CLEANING 
Qualified, Fully Insured, Competitive Rates 

Free Estimates 

TEL: 01582  518954    MOB: 07828 490360 
Web Site:  www.adaminyourgarden.co.uk 

 

Based near Toddington, Bedfordshire. 
We rescue, rehabilitate & re-home stray & abandoned cats. 

We have lots of beautiful cats waiting for loving homes.  
Ring the shelter on 01525 875993 

or Sue on 01582 650167  to arrange a visit.                
Registered Charity No. 1098984            Visit our website @www.straycatrescue.org.uk 
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ROGER STOREY  

YOUR LOCAL PAINTER AND DECORATOR 
Friendly and Reliable Service 

Many Years Experience 
Please phone: 01525 861253  or  07800 777615 

 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phone: 07821 643 936
Mail: Clophill.villagehall@gmail.com     Web: www.clophillvillagehall.co.uk
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Pet & Animal Services 
Conifer Kennels & Cattery 36 
Lizzie Brown Pet Care 30 
Personal Dog Walker 21 
Stray Cat Rescue 38 
The Bluecat Luxury Cattery 23

Plumbing & Drainage Services 
Beta Plumbing 34 
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Select Travel Holidays 26
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Andrew Baker Windows 39 
AW Windows IBC 
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Linda Allsop Physiotherapy 21 
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Christopher The Painter 20 
Roger Storey - Painter & Decorator 39
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Acorn Lower School and Nursery 25
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AACCCCOOUUNNTTIINNGG  SSEERRVVIICCEESS  
accounting solutions for the 

Self–Employed and Small Business  
including

Bookkeeping ♦  Accounts ♦ HMRC tax returns    
 

For a totally confidential service at very competitive rates contact  
Richard Fairholm  T: 01525 861087 M: 07714189994 E:

 
mbaccounts@btinternet.com 

 



Chimneys Swept
Wood and Multifuel Stove 
Installation & Liners

MARK MASSEY
01525 860424
07858 688785

mark@poppinschimneys.co.uk

Brush, Vacuum and Nest Removal Services
Wood Stove Installation and Liners

Great Service –  Great Price!

Great Service - Great Price!

01525 860424 07858 688785
mark@poppinschimneys.co.uk

or



T.C. COOMBER

AMPTHILL 
01525 406330

UNIT F, AMPTHILL INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, STATION RD, AMPTHILL, MK45 2QY

MOT’S CLASS 4/7
SERVICING & REPAIRS
CAR & COMMERCIAL
TYRES & EXHAUSTS
AIR CONDITIONING
DIAGNOSTIC CODE READINGCollection  

& Delivery 
SERVICE AVAILABLE
Please ask
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Your local Outstanding Preschool, 
based at Clophill Village Hall - 
welcoming children from
2 years of age.
We’ll help your child to become an inventive 
and creative learner.  With access to a fantastic 
outdoor area, our focus is on natural and 
exploratory  ‘play with a purpose’.

Call us today to �nd 
out more:
07765 887868 or
07936 006381

www.clophillpreschool.co.uk

Your local Outstanding Preschool, 
based at Clophill Village Hall - 
welcoming children from
2 years of age.
We’ll help your child to become an inventive 
and creative learner.  With access to a fantastic 
outdoor area, our focus is on natural and 
exploratory  ‘play with a purpose’.

Call us today to �nd 
out more:
07765 887868 or
07936 006381

www.clophillpreschool.co.uk

UNIT F, AMPTHILL INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, STATION ROAD, AMPTHILL, MK45 2QY

AMPTHILL
01525 406330

MOT’S CLASS 4/5L/7

CAR SERVICING & REPAIR

TYRES & EXHAUSTS

AIR CONDITIONING

DIAGNOSTIC CODE READING

Collection
& Delivery
SERVICE AVAILABLE

Please ask


