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“ Hello there...

”
Don’t forget you can now read Spotlight online at 

www.clophillspotlight.co.uk

I hope everyone is enjoying the British summer!! The slugs in my garden 
certainly seem to be having fun. Fingers crossed the sun will be making  

a late, but very welcome, entrance soon.

PS: The next copy deadline is 20th August 
for the September issue

In this month’s Spotlight you’ll find all your favourite regulars to read plus 
some really useful articles. We’ve got tax advice, First Aid tips and how to spot 
if an elderly neighbour has dementia and needs help. Plus of course we have 

our round-up of things to see and do in our diary page.

The Spotlight team will be taking a well-earned 
break in August, so we look forward to seeing  
you back here again in September. Until then –  
have a very happy summer.
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June was a very busy month for the Eco Lodges. On the 18th we had our first 
Midsummer Festival, which featured an amazing sell out performance of A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream by The English Gardner Theatre Company. The day also featured music 
from Bite the Bullet – a fantastic band that kept the crowds entertained with many 
favourite songs – and stalls featuring jewellery-making, willow weaving, plants, local 
honey, face painting and cakes. And keeping everyone going was a BBQ and Ampthill 

Brewhouse’s Old Church Ale.  
We’d like to thank all of our 
volunteers who made the event  
not only possible but a success –  
and a big thank you to everyone  
who came along to enjoy the fun!

On the 23rd a group of HNC 
Construction Students from 
Bedford College celebrated 
completing their course by visiting 
the Church and Eco Lodges. This 
was a very fitting visit as the students 
had been undertaking a module that 
included developing and renovating  

a rural site taking sustainability into account. Following a talk on the construction of the 
site the students (and tutors) enjoyed a tower tour and walk around the church.

We have many exciting events happening over the next few months including  
Art and Wine days – spaces are limited so please call 07935 911207 to book. For  
more information, go to http://clophillecolodges.org.uk/2016-events-calendar

Want to become a volunteer? Contact: Kayleigh Waight (07889 980872), Ali Bradbury 
(07894 710001), John Wright (07860 839845) or Barry Breed (01525 860834).

News from Clophill Heritage Trust 

Visit us at www.ClophillEcoLodges.org.uk  
or make a booking at info@ClophilHeritage.org     We’re also now on Facebook
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                         On behalf of Christian Aid, I’d like to say thank you so much for your generosity 
in raising £1,102.82 from the recent house-to-house collection. It’s another wonderful amount, 
but so characteristic of you Clophill folk. I also want to thank the brilliant ‘team’ who delivered the 
envelopes then went back to collect them – giving residents an opportunity to put cash or a 
cheque in them, and so making that second journey worthwhile. Thank you all very much indeed. 

As I wrote in the March edition of Spotlight, I’ve now relinquished my role as coordinator for the 
collection – but I’d love to hear from anybody who’d like to take it over. If nobody comes forward, 
perhaps next year there might have to be just one fund-raising event – it won’t raise anywhere near 
as much as the house to house collection but will still help a few in the poorest and most vulnerable 
communities who share our world. If you do feel that you could be the new co-ordinator, please get 
in touch on 860497. You’ll get great support from the charity and from me. Thank you. Julie Benson

The following observations are based on the experience of one of our volunteers. No-one 
in Clophill Community Care is an expert in this area, but we hope you may find this useful.
If you have an elderly neighbour, who lives alone and perhaps doesn’t  
often see their family, you might be able to spot some tell-tale signs  
of the onset of dementia. These could include:  
• Withdrawal from normal contact or friends no longer visiting  
• Erratic behaviour, especially driving • Neglect of home and garden  
• Self-neglect, eg weight loss and/or unkempt appearance • Frequent  
loss of items such as a purse or house keys • Unwillingness to accept that there may be a problem. 

If you suspect that something may be amiss here are some actions you can take: 
•	 Try to get the person to go to see their doctor, offer to take them if necessary; 
•	 If this fails contact Social Services and the person’s doctor, if known, and insist on their coming to 
	 assess the situation. DO NOT take “no” for an answer. The words “vulnerable” and “safety  
	 issues” are good triggers; 
•	 Be a good neighbour by keeping a weather eye open for opportunities to help; 
•	 If a carer becomes necessary and the person has sufficient funds, look around for  
	 the best provider. The local authority is constrained by available funding. 
•	 Age UK is a very good resource and has some very useful free information booklets and  
	 professional advice; 
•	 At this point the person may be entitled to an attendance allowance & may need help  
	 in applying for it;  
•	 At some point, if the person has not already set up Lasting Power of Attorney, it will be necessary 
	 for a Deputy to be appointed by the Court of Protection to look after their financial affairs. This is 
	 a lengthy and cumbersome process, but if a relative or neighbour doesn’t take it on the Local  
	 Authority will appoint a solicitor, which will seriously deplete their funds; 
•	 If you become the Deputy and it becomes necessary to look for a Care Home, look around for  
	 the best the person can afford and make sure you know their rights. You may be told many  
	 conflicting things by individuals in Social Services and the Local Authority about issues such as  
	 the 12 Week Disregard, top-up fees and the Attendance Allowance. Central Beds has a  
	 booklet which gives the information you need.

Dementia Tell-tale signs and actions

Thank you from Christian Aid



6

1.	 Put the flour, sugar, salt and 
	 dried yeast into a clean dry bowl. 
2.	 Add in the olive oil and the 
	 warm water and mix well. 
3.	 Once the dough starts to  
	 come together turn out onto  
	 a floured work surface. 
4.	 Knead the dough until it  
	 becomes smooth and elastic. 
5.	 Place in a clean oiled bowl  
	 and cover with a clean cloth  
	 or clingfilm. 
6.	 Set aside in a warm place until  
	 the dough has at least doubled  
	 in size – approx 1 hour. 
7.	 Pre-heat the oven to 190o. 
8.	 Whilst the dough is rising  
	 prepare the pesto by putting  
	 the oil, parmesan, garlic, pine  
	 nuts, basil leaves and seasoning into a blender. 
9.	 Blend until you have a smooth sauce. 
10.	Turn the risen dough out onto a floured surface and punch back to  
	 its original size – knead until smooth. 
11.	Divide the risen dough into 12 pieces. 
12.	Roll out each of these pieces out until you have a long strip. 
13.	Brush each strip with the pesto and roll up. 
14.	Place in pre-greased ramekin dishes or mini flower pots. 
15.	Bake in the oven until well risen and golden brown – about 30 minutes. 
16.	Cool on a rack before serving.

Pesto Dinner Rolls
Christine’s quick ‘n’ easy recipe

For the rolls 
•	250g strong white flour 
•	½ tsp salt

INGREDIENTS  Makes 12 small dinner rolls

•	½ tsp sugar 
•	3.5g dried yeast

•	7g extra virgin olive oil 
•	150ml warm water

For the pesto 
•	5 tbsp extra virgin olive oil 
•	1 clove of garlic  
	 (cut into pieces)

•	1 tbsp freshly grated  
	 parmesan cheese 
•	1 tbsp pine nuts

•	small bunch of fresh basil 
•	salt and freshly ground  
	 black pepper



7

Has your financial position changed in the past year? Have you retired, sold an asset  
or started a new venture? Are you aware that you may need to let HMRC know that  
you need to complete a tax return? 

Do any of the following apply to you since 6 April 2015...

•	 started to rent out a property 
•	 sold a property that isn’t your main home 
•	 started a new business, even part-time around another job 
•	 earn more than £50,000 and myself or my partner receive child benefit 
•	 in receipt of dividend income and am a higher rate tax payer  
•	 became a company director

If any of these are relevant for the year ended 5 April 2016, they fall into the 2015/16  
tax year, and you have until 5 October 2016 to notify HMRC that you need to complete 
a tax return. This 2015/16 tax return should be with HMRC by 31 October 2016 if you 
choose to file a paper tax return or it can be electronically filed by 31 January 2017.

If you owe tax for 2015/16, then this should be paid by 31 January 2017. If your tax 
liability under self-assessment is more than £1,000 you may have to make payments  
on account of tax for 2016/17.

Are you a higher rate tax payer or 
do you pay into a personal pension 
scheme out of your taxed income?

If so, are you claiming back the tax relief 
on your contributions? Some taxpayers 
assume they’ll receive higher rate tax relief 
automatically. However, this isn’t the case, 
and the onus is on the tax-payer to claim 
the tax relief and what HMRC owes you.

A higher rate tax payer contributing  
£2,000 per year into a personal pension 
scheme can claim tax relief on this contribution at 20%, which is £400. If you don’t  
claim it, you’ll lose it. At present you can go back and claim tax relief for the past  
four tax years (up to and including the tax year ended 5 April 2013).

And did you know that higher rate tax payers can also receive tax relief on donations  
to charity under Gift Aid? Again the relief due is 20% of what you’ve given to charity  
over the tax year.

All tax payers can claim tax relief for subscriptions paid to professional bodies if your 
employer doesn’t reimburse you for this expense. Search for a form P87 on the HMRC 
website. https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/hm-revenue-customs

Getting to grips with your tax

Need help with your tax. For a FREE initial consultation contact me on  
01525 552250 or julia@savageaccountants.co.uk
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St Mary’s School News

Looking back at June... 
Amazingly, in between showers, last 
month we managed to celebrate the 
Queen’s birthday with an Afternoon Tea 
Party for the children. The day began 
with the children learning about the royal 
family and creating lots of queen and 
royal-themed artwork. In the afternoon 
we had a special worship in our spiritual 
garden where the children heard stories 

from people who’ve met the Queen and we celebrated her long reign over our country. It was 
then time for our tea party. The children ate cheese and crackers, fruit kebabs that they made 
themselves and homemade, beautifully decorated 
cupcakes, which were donated by the parents and 
displayed very patriotically on Union Jack cake stands.

Also during June, our current Reception Class 
children, together with the Nursery children who are 
due to join Reception in September, visited Woburn 
Safari Park. A lovely day was had by all and it was a 
great trip to end their term with.

As always FOSM were busy and not only arranged 
two discos – one for Nursery and Reception children in school and another at the Village Hall 
for the older children – but also co-ordinated a ‘Father’s Day’ gift project, which involved the 
children making their own surprise gifts in school for their Dad or specially chosen person at a 
very low cost. It took a great deal of organisation by FOSM – so well done and thank you!

The whole of Year 4 visited Bloomfield on 22nd June as they were invited to watch their performance of 
‘Beauty and the Beast’ – it was a good opportunity to acquaint themselves with their new school.

Meanwhile, the biggest event for Year 4 was their Caythorpe PGL trip at the end of the month 
– a three-day event when the children had the opportunity to participate in activities such as Zip 
Wire, Aero ball, Trapeze, Raft Building and High Ropes. It’s the event the children look forward 
to as their ultimate St Mary’s experience and they had a simply fantastic time.

July in school 
By the time readers receive this edition of Spotlight our final month this year in school will 
be well under way. We had our ever-popular Sports Day on the 5th, which is always a good 
opportunity for any new children joining us in September to attend and get a flavour of our 
school. Two days later, the Year 4 children were able to meet some of their new classmates 
when they attended the annual Picnic at Gravenhurst Lower School. It was a good chance  
to start the process of getting used to lots of the new children who they’ll be sharing their 
middle school years with as from September.
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What a fantastic start to our new theme of ‘Splish, Splash,  
Splosh’, looking at animals under the sea and now talking  
about the seaside. Many children are recalling past experiences  
about holidays and chatting about where they’re going this  
year. The older children have enjoyed a day at Woburn Safari  
Park – they all behaved really well and enthusiastically told their parents and peers which 
animals they saw and which they liked the most. We also had a picnic in the park, and 
many children attended a disco arranged by Friends of St Mary’s. Great fun was had by  
all – so thank you to them and our parent helpers who came along. 

As well as all the fun this term, it’s also a sad time as we say goodbye to several children 
who are moving up to Reception – Jodie, Anna, Archie, Nathan, Thea, Bethany, Cooper 
W, Cooper G, Luke, Danny, Joshua, Charlie, Freya, Eva, Phoebe and Matteo. We hope 
they’ve enjoyed their time with us wish them well, whether they’re staying at St Mary’s  
or moving on to another school.

Acorn Nursery News

Our new intake for Reception class came into school on the 8th. And on the same day our 
current Year 4 children spent the day at Robert Bloomfield Middle School or other middle  
school of choice whilst the rest of the school spent the morning in the classroom they’ll be  
in once they come back from the summer holidays in September. A very busy day!

Finally on the 21st and 22nd we have our ‘Goodbye Year 4’ rituals. On the Thursday there’ll be 
a church service at 9.15am, led by Rev Henley, at which the children will be presented with their 
‘leavers’ bibles. Parents are welcome to attend.  This will be followed at 10.15am at the school 
with the Caythorpe Court Celebration event for Year 4 parents and their children. Then on 
Friday in school the children will have the opportunity to share their favourite memories of  
their time at St Mary’s with their parents, other children in the school and the staff.

Free school meals – important information for September 
As you’re probably aware Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children are all entitled to a free hot 
lunch. However if your family fulfils the criteria to receive other benefits you may be eligible for 
free or reduced cost school clubs and trips. To find out, you can contact Central Bedfordshire  
on 0300 300 8306 – it’s a very easy process, just have your National Insurance number handy 
plus details of any benefits you receive.

Website address  
Don’t forget to check out our shiny new website which is packed with is packed with  
useful information for parents and potential parents. www.clophillstmarysschool.co.uk  

Our value for July is Faith
As members of a Church of England school, faith is central to our lives. We think about our own 
Christian faith and the faith of people from other major religions and why faith is important. We 
choose to look at faith at this particular time as all the children are moving on to new challenges. 
We’re encouraging them to think about how faith will help them to use the knowledge and 
wisdom they’ve developed through learning about values at St Mary’s, in order to give them  
the strength they need at this time.
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Hi everyone! Well, what a busy year it’s been for Clophill Preschool. We’re near the end of term 
with over 40 children on roll and more booked to visit us in September. We say a big hello to Claire 
and Kirsty, our new 1:1 support workers doing a great job for our children with additional needs. 
We also say a big thank you and sort of goodbye to Jenny, who’s been with us for over a year. 

Jenny is moving back to her original role as a children’s 
nanny but has kindly agreed to stay on as bank staff  
for us, which will give great continuity to our children.

And more changes – you know how we like to develop 
our setting! Our new mud pit is now in place. Many 
thanks to James’s grandad for constructing it for us, and 
to Chris’s boys for digging it in place. We’ve fitted it with 
a deep plastic bottom so that all soil that we’ve added, 
though full of worms and 
little creatures, is free from 

anything dangerous or harmful, and the lockable lid ensures the local 
cats can’t use it! The children have loved it. Wellies are donned and in 
they go – digging, exploring, mixing, searching and chatting.

We have more than six schools that our children feed into for their 
Reception year and we’ve been forging great relationships with them 
all. The class teachers have been coming to visit their prospective 
children in setting and we’ve been sharing information to help ease 
their transition at this exciting, but sometimes scary, time. We 
organised for Sophie Adams from Central Beds to talk with parents 
about getting their children ready for the move to school. We’ve been 
to the schools and asked for examples of uniform which has given the children the chance  
to see what they’ll be wearing as well as try them on – often resulting in lovely roleplay. 

The children have also met our Worry Monster to whom we write notes about any concerns or 
worries we have, or just questions they want answered. These notes get posted in his mouth and 
overnight he writes little notes back answering their questions and hopefully putting worries to rest.

For July’s Messy Play session at Toddlers we had a bit of a twist by setting up as Preschool to give all the 
children and their families a chance to see what Preschool offers the children of our village and beyond. 

Meanwhile our term has been great fun as we’ve built dens, hatched chicks from eggs in the incubator 
and held mini discos in our new gazebo. Nell also very kindly came up to make willow crowns with 
the children which they loved – thanks Nell. And still to look forward to we have our Sports Day on 
Wednesday 13th July, our Leaver’s Party on Wednesday 20th  and our end of term trip on Thursday 21st.

If you didn’t get a chance to see us at Toddlers then just pop up to the Village Hall Monday to Thursday 
or give us a call. We hope you have a great summer and see you all back in the new school year.

Many thanks, Imogen Chris and the team.

• If you’d like to know more about what we offer get in touch with Imogen on 07765 887868  
or Chris on 07936 006381 or visit http://www.clophillpreschool.co.uk

News
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Children like to play in the sun, but are you prepared 
for medical emergencies? Paediatric First Aid trainer 
Danielle Bridge from ABC Life Support gives some tips...

Insect stings:  If your child is stung by a bee or wasp, 
don’t grab a pair of tweezers to get it out – you’ll  
end up squeezing the bulb sting, which will release  
more poison into the skin. Instead use a credit card or your finger nail, if it’s nice and  
long, to scrape away the sting. Afterwards, leave a cold compress on the skin for about 
10 minutes. You’ll also need to monitor your child to ensure there’s no allergic reaction. 
If you do notice swelling or a patchy rash, or if they’re vomiting or having breathing 
problems, call an ambulance straight away.

Heat exhaustion:  Signs of heat exhaustion to look out for include dizziness, headache, 
confusion, nausea, loss of appetite, sweating and pale, clammy skin. If your child has any 
of these, get them to a cool place and give them lots of water and then a weak salt solution 
of 1 tsp salt per litre of water. If they still seem unwell after half an hour, seek medical help.

Heat stroke:  This is more serious than heat exhaustion so call the Emergency Services 
immediately if your child has a severe headache, is restless and confused and has flushed, 
hot, dry skin. While you’re waiting for the ambulance, use a cold flannel to sponge them 
down while fanning them. If you have a sheet, wet it with cold water and wrap your  
child in it. Repeat this until their temperature goes back to normal (37 degrees) then  
wrap them in a dry sheet.

Burns:  If your child has got too close to the BBQ and suffered a burn, you need to  
put the injured part under cold running water immediately. Most people only do this  
for a couple of minutes but you need to keep going for 10 minutes – it will stop the 
burning process and eliminate pain. 

• ABC Life Support     www.abclifesupport.co.uk    
   For more information call 0800 0467 410  
   or email info@abclifesupport.co.uk

Summer first aid tips

            All are cordially invited to meet our doctors and visiting health  
       and Social Services professionals to hear about and discuss  

GP services, health, welfare and caring issues.

A Health Evening
at St Nicholas Church Hall, Church Road, Barton

Wednesday 14 September, 7.30pm-9.30pm

                     BARGOOSE PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP 
(Dr Simon P Hughes and Partners)
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Clophill & District Flower Club

In June our demonstration was entertaining, inspirational and a little unusual! Demonstrator 
Kate Thomas, a florist from Funky Flowers in Wokingham, gave us an insight into the work 
of a florist as well as a floral art designer. Her designs were all very different in style – from 
traditional to contemporary, and influenced by some of the European designers she’s worked with.

Kate used lots of exotic and unusual blooms, including anthirriums, huge lilies and peonies. 
She created six designs on a theme of ‘Hidden Gems’. Her first arrangement depicted the 
gems in the garden, in a large bark-covered container with lots of country garden-type 
flowers. For her next design with carnations and roses, she used a hand-tied bouquet as the 
framework. Another floral arrangement was created on a chandelier structure with wire, 
beads and other decorations, to which Kate added lisianthus and small roses. We were also 
treated to a large traditional pedestal full of summer flowers.

We had a large audience who were fascinated by Kate’s work. Our club now has 86 members 
from a wide area and it’s good to be able to show them some interesting demonstrators. Two 
of our members had been busy: Jean Tipping represented the club at the Herts Show with a 
large exhibit depicting Capability Brown’s gardens; and our chairman Carolyn Cranswick had the 
honour of arranging flowers at the High Altar in Westminster Abbey for a royal service in May.

It’s a special year for Clophill & District Flower Club as we celebrate our 40th anniversary. Next 
month, for members only, we have a dinner and demonstration ‘Ruby Thursday’. Then in 
September we’re staging a Flower Festival at St Mary’s Church. This will 
celebrate not only our anniversary but also ‘90 Glorious Years’ of Her 
Majesty the Queen, and will showcase our club’s talented arrangers. 
Carolyn Cranswick, Chairman of Clophill & District Flower Club

Open Day and Wine Sale
Sunday 11th September, 11am-4pm

To celebrate 30 years of Warden Abbey Vineyard, this is a rare opportunity to visit 
both the vineyard and the historic Warden Abbey building which is being thrown 

open by the Landmark Trust. Find out the story of the Medieval vineyard and abbey, 
why and how the monks made wine and how we care for the vines all year round.

For more information and directions go to www.wardenvineyard.org.uk or phone 
07981 113714. Please note, may not be suitable for those with limited mobility.

Tours • Wine tasting • Local food • Stalls • BBQ • Refreshments 
Entrance – adults £2, children free
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What’s on in and around Clophill

Sunday 17th  
Food and Wine Fair  Clophill Village Hall, noon-4pm. Free entrance.

Saturday 23rd  
Caritas Harmony Concert  St Mary’s Church, Hitchin. 7.30pm. 
See this issue for full details and booking info. 

Sunday 11th  
Free entry to Ailesbury Mausoleum & Crypt  3-5pm. Refreshments available  
in St Mary’s Church, Church Road, Maulden.

Sunday 11th  
Gardening & Craft Show  2pm, Silsoe Village Hall. See this issue for full details. 

Saturday 17th and Sunday 18th  
A Celebration in Flowers  A floral tribute to celebrate the Queen’s 90th 
birthday. See this issue for full details. 

Wednesdays... 
•	 ‘Tea and Chat’ 10.30am-noon,  
	 Clophill Methodist Church Schoolroom 
•	 Zumba Toning  8pm-9pm, Clophill Village Hall

JU
LY

One Saturday a month... 
•	 Messy Church  4pm-6pm, Clophill Methodist  
	 Church, 17 September; 15 October;  
	 19 November; 17 December. All-age craft  
	 activities, worship and a meal for all the family.  
	 No fixed charge, donations welcome, children  
	 must be accompanied by an adult. See ‘Village  
	 Groups’ for contact details. Please note: the  
	 July 16th session has been cancelled due to  
	 the closure of the church during roof repairs.

On throughout the month...

If you have any diary dates that you would like included on this page,  
please email clophillspotlight1@hotmail.co.uk

23

Fridays... 
•	 Clophill Toddler Group  Clophill Village Hall,  
	 10am-noon. See ‘Village Groups’ for contact details

1817

17

11

11

Wildlife
walks & talks
Family Bug Hunt

Please reserve places on one of the three sessions by contacting flitvale.info@gmail.com  
or ring Ann on 07890 347327 between 6pm and 8pm or at weekends

Flit Vale Local Group   www.flitvale.org.uk 

Wednesday 10th August, Cooper’s Hill, Ampthill 
Sessions at 10am-11.30 am; 11.30am-1pm; 1.30pm-3pm

Come and see what ‘bugs’ there are to discover at Cooper’s Hill reserve – one of the  
last remaining open heathlands in Bedfordshire, famed for its Green Tiger beetles.

£1 per child. Children must be accompanied by a guardian or parent.
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Clophill in the summer 
Clophill is a fantastic place to live all year round, but in the summer it’s particularly delightful. 
Just recently we’ve been able to enjoy a number of local events including the Eco Lodge’s 
Midsummer Party, Clophill Open Gardens – raising money for St Mary’s Church – and  
Clophill St Mary’s Football Club Tournament which saw over 200 local youngsters playing  
the beautiful game on our rec.

This month there’s been a meeting for the new, invigorated Clophill Neighbourhood  
Watch already, and on Sunday 17th July there’s a Food Fair at the Village Hall from 12-4pm, 
raising money for St Mary’s Church. These summertime events help to create such a 
positive community atmosphere in the village, which in turn helps us as a council to 
understand who we’re representing and how best to do so. If you’re involved in setting  
up events or activities in the village, please do contact us and we’ll be delighted to support  
and promote where required. 

Public consultation on Library Service 
Our colleagues at Central Bedfordshire council have asked us to make villagers aware that 
there’s a public consultation taking place about the local library service. The Library Service  
is required to meet an efficiencies target, identified in the council’s Medium Term Financial 
Plan, of £85,000 from 1 April 2017. Overall, the Library Service will be reducing opening  
hours by 30 hours a week.

As part of the proposed changes the Library Service is also trying to find ways of opening 
libraries to communities outside normal opening hours so as to make the best use of the 
buildings. This includes evenings and weekends. Buildings could be used for activities such  
as health advice sessions, local meetings or adult education. This is part of the council’s 
objectives in the Five Year Plan to foster self-sustaining communities and support people  
to help themselves and others.

To take part in the consultation, or for more information, click online at goo.gl/EkaAnR

Local bus service 
The Parish Council has responded to the Central Bedfordshire Council consultation  
(which is open until 12th July) to changes on bus services in the area (see goo.gl/b42sVI). 

We were advised that this also included a ban of concessionary passes before 9.30am. 
Flittabus, a bus service that passes through the village, have told us that such a ban would 
have a devastating effect on their business as eight of their 11 routes start before 9.30am and  
the major source of operating income is from concessionary fares. We know Flittabus is valued 
highly by our residents, and so we’ve asked CBC if they can ensure that this restriction isn’t 
imposed on this valuable community service. 

Play space at the Rec 
Since being elected last May Cllr Lousie Hodge has been working hard to develop the play 
space on the Recreation ground. We’ve now placed an order for new play equipment which 
will be installed in July in time for the school holidays. The new equipment comprises of a 
large multi-activity climbing frame, replacement swings for juniors, swing set and a basket 

Clophill Parish Council 
Notes from the Parish Council meeting held on 28th June
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The next Parish Council meeting will take place in the village hall at  
7.45pm on Tuesday 26th July with a surgery at 7.30pm

Clophill Parish Council 
Continued

swing. The Rec ground will have areas fenced off during installation, which will last  
around two weeks, but the ramps, MUGA and current frame will remain available.

Further consultation is taking place with suppliers to specify extra equipment to  
compliment the new climbing frame; along with a budget that will be used as a fund- 
raising target. Louise is also looking at outdoor gym equipment to improve our open  
spaces for adults. If you have any comments on play equipment or outdoor gym  
equipment please email louisehodgeclophillpc@gmail.com

Grass verges 
We’ve had correspondence from many people in the village about the overgrown grass verges 
on the main roads surrounding the village. CPC Councilor and CBC Ward Councilor Paul 
Downing has been investigating this problem for us: ‘Last week I spoke with CBC Councillor 
Budge Wells who leads on this issue. He reminded me that CBC had signed a contract with 
a Shefford-based firm in April 2016 for them to cut 50mph roads (so the A507) several times 
per year. Quite simply they haven’t, and are using the ‘rain’ as an excuse. Cllr Wells knows that 
all CBC Councillors are disappointed with performance against the contract and your three 
Ward Councillors met with CBC Highways staff recently. We’ve been assured that action will 
be taken. I will find out what the schedule is for local cutting and let Clophill villagers know.”
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Gas (Emergency)			   0800 111999 
Electricity (Emergency)			   0800 7838838 
Emergency Fire/Police/Ambulance			   999 
Water/Sewage (Anglian Water)			   0845 7145145 
Telephone	 (Customer Services) 150	 (Faults)	 151 
Highways Department (Central Bedfordshire Council)			   0300 3008049 
Benefits Agency (Bedford office)			   01234 361500 
Registrar’s Office (Births/deaths/marriages)			   0300 3008089 
Rail (Enquiries)	  	  	 0845 7484950 
Buses  01234 262151	 (Link A Ride) 01525 840511	 (Flittabus) 	 01582 406561 
Luton Airport			   01582 405100 
Swimming 	 (Flitwick) 01525 717744	 (Robinson Pool) 	 01234 212479

LIBRARIES 
	 Bedford    01234 350931	 Ampthill 	 01525 402278 
	 Barton      01582 881101	 Flitwick 	 01525 715268

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
Central Beds Offices (Chicksands)			   0300 300 8000 
Mid-Beds MP		  Nadine Dorries	 01462 811992 
Central Bedfordshire Councillors		  Michael Blair	 01525 404513 
	 Paul Duckett 07988 184061	 Paul Downing	 0300 300 8541 
Clophill Parish Council		  Peter Clarke	 01525 861179 
	 (Clerk)	 Mrs Lyn Lyman	 01908 584159

HOSPITALS 
Bedford (North & South) 	 01234 355122	 Admissions	 01234 261150 
		  Appointments	 01234 359012 
Luton & Dunstable			   0845 1270127

DOCTOR’S CLINICS 
Ampthill	 (Houghton Close) 01525 300898	 (Oliver Street)	 01525 631395 
		  (Greensands)	 01525 631390 
Shefford	 Enquiries 01462 818620	 Appointments	 01462 810034 
Barton     01582 528700		  Flitwick	 01525 715300

POLICE		  Non Emergency	 101 
County Police HQ			   01234 841212 
Ampthill Station			   101 
Clophill Local Policing Team			   01234 842613

CHURCHES 
St Mary’s Parish Church		  Liz Henman	 01525 860108 
St Francis of Assisi Shefford			   01462 813436 
Clophill Methodist Church		  (Mr Jim Davies)	 01525 860829

SCHOOLS 
Clophill St Mary’s C of E Lower School & Nursery	  (Headteacher Mrs K Bingley)	 01525 860206 
Harlington Upper School, Harlington			   01525 755100 
Preschool           clophillpreschool@gmail.com       (Chris)  07936 006381 or (Imogen)  07765 887868 
Redborne Upper School, Ampthill			   01525 404462 
Robert Bloomfield Middle School, Shefford			   01462 628800

Useful numbers
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Village groups
Beverley Court 
Brownies 
Clophill Community Care 
Clophill Heritage Trust 
Clophill Parish Action 
Clophill St Mary’s C of E Lower School & Nursery 
Clophill Toddler Group 
Clophill United Charities 
Conservation Group 
Flower Club 
Friends of the Cheshire Home 
Funzone After School Club 
Greensands Community Choir 
Indoor Carpet Bowls 
Messy Church 
 
St Mary’s PTA 
Scouts and Cubs 
Tea and Chat 
Tuesday Club 
Village Hall Booking Secretary

 
https://enquiryym.girlguiding.org.uk 
Duty Contact 
Ali Bradbury 
Ali Bradbury 
Sharon Kempson 
Caroline Daniels 
Gillian Hill 
Brian Adams 
Gillian Hill 
Sue Pearson 
 
Luke Howard 
Tony Meredith 
Victoria Higgins 
victoriajhiggins@hotmail.co.uk 
Julia Skelton 
Ralph Rayner 
Anita Errick 
Betty Hampson 
Marilyn Browning

860920 
 

07791 773705 
07894 710001 
07894 710001 

860206 
07734 495348 

860539 
862297 
860539 
861110 

07903 167493 
07975 520085 

860754 
07920 568861 

 
07774 993973 

403956 
860695 
860750 

07821 643936

Parish Registers for July and August

ST MARY’S CHURCH REGISTERS – Marriages
May 27	 Amanda Jane Durrant to David Anderson 
May 28	 William (Will) James to Sophie Sheridan

  1816

Baptisms 
August 18	 Hannah/Harriet Stimson 
August 25	 Bartholomew (?) Bottoms 
Marriages 
August 5	 James Burroughs to  
	 Rhoda Bottoms

  1866

Marriages 
July 1	 James Manton, 33,  
	 to Eveline Lyas, 26 
Burials 
July 6	 Laura Fennemore, infant 
July 7	 Thomas Bone, 64 
July 30	 Rhoda Gaylor, 4 
August 6	 Wallace (?), infant 
August 23	 Charlotte Peat, 46

  1916

Baptisms 
July 9	 Cyril Diggins (parents  
	 Charles & Daisy) 
Marriages 
July 11	 Frederick John Durston Lance  
	 Corp, 23, to Lily Hill, 28 
August 7	 Harry Crisp, 54, widower, to  
	 Jane Rebecca Farr, 42 widow

  1966

Baptisms 
July 3	 Lesley Ann Chisholm, Dunstable 
July 10	 Martin Stanley Reginald Collis 
	 Richard David Sheppard 
July 24	 Jane Elizabeth Tomlin 
	 Jeremy Paul Vickers 
No marriages or burials recorded
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Call us first for ALL your building works 
and get reliability, quality & sensible prices. 

 
Domestic extensions 

 
Design & build service 

 
General building works, drives, patios 

 
Carpentry, kitchen fitting, wall & floor tiling 

 
Laminate flooring & hardwood flooring 

 
Mini digger and driver hire  

 
Electrical installations including  

Building Regulation part P certification 
 

Roofing repairs carried out 
 

Conservatories, UPVC windows 
 

 ‘BEDFORDSHIRE’S PROFESSIONAL BUILDER’ 
 

01525 872762 / 07850 803021 
email:  psbsltd@btconnect.com 

 
 
 
 

PETER SHARPE 
BUILDING SERVICES LTD 
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REMEMBER OUR MOTTO 
“A VISIT TO THE JUG IS BETTER THAN GOING TO A PUB” 

CHEERS JOYCE & VIKKI 

The Stone Jug BACK STREET, CLOPHILL 
A Free House Telephone 

01525 
860526 

It’s time to accept the fact that we are in the 21st century. So with this in mind 
we will be moving with the times this year and installing a chip and pin machine 
and joining the world-wide web!  
All in good time though, after all Rome wasn’t built in a day! 
Some things don’t change though – we still offer good quality, fairly priced 
home cooked lunches, a proper pub atmosphere, real ales and dogs welcome. 
So if you haven’t tried us yet make 2013 the year to make that change. 
Once again, thank you for your support 
So for now it’s business as usual……………… 

Traditional
Window Cleaner

Peter Hendry

phendry8@hotmail.co.uk
07590599381

Compu-Doc
PC / laptop crisis ?

Call the Doc for -

Hardware & software

Diagnosis & treatment
 john.stafford@compu-doc.co.uk01525-402227
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LOVE SINGING!
sing wi

th an exciting local choir ...
Gre

ensa
nd Com

munity Choir

Come along to your local community choir, 
for men and women of all singing abilities!
Mondays, 8.00-9.30 pm at St. Mary's Church, Clophill.

Come and sing with an exciting new local choir led by a professional musical director 
Uplifting music in a variety of styles: musicals, classic pop, folksongs, sacred and world music
Welcoming singers of all abilities - no audition, no need to read music!
New members - come along any time for a free taster 

Enquiries to: 
greensandcommunitychoir@gmail.com 
or ring Luke on: 01525 838199

greensand choir-spotlight-amends-Oct14.qxp  24/10/2014  12:38  Page 1
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Welcome to Clophill St Mary’s 
C of E Lower School and Nursery 

St Mary’s is a Voluntary Aided Church of England Lower School based in the village 
of Clophill.  We are a small friendly village school with close links to the local 
community, taking children aged from 2 years 7 months to 9 years.

St. Mary’s is a Values Based school which provides children with a framework for 
living, tightly woven into the positive Christian ethos of the school. 

Our vision at St Mary’s is to provide a secure, inclusive and stimulating child 
centred environment, where all children are inspired to achieve their full potential. 
Our aim is that every child will develop as a caring, respectful member of the 

community and society as a whole. We will achieve this 
through a creative curriculum based on our values, refl ecting 
the Christian ethos of our school.

Please call us on 01525 860206 
to arrange a visit

High Street, Clophill, Bedfordshire, MK45 4BE
Tel: 01525 860206  stmarysclophill@cbc.beds.sch.uk  www.stmaryslower.info
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On the Green beside the Post Office every Friday 

3.30-7.30pm 
We are your local mobile fish and chip van, we have been parked on the 

green every Friday for the past 6 years.   
We serve only the highest quality produce, cooked fresh to order and served 

to you by our friendly staff. 
Why don’t you pop down and come and  

Try Our Fry! 
To avoid waiting in the cold, give us a call to  

place your order on: 07833 786108 
A big thank you to all our customers who have loyally supported us over the 

past couple of years. 
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STUART DREW ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
 

MEMBER OF THE ECA 
PART P CERTIFIED     QUALIFIED TO 17TH EDITION  

 
From extra lights & sockets, to re-wires. Fault finding and electrical safety 

certification. For a professional, courteous service with free estimates & all work 
guaranteed, please call me 

 
Fully qualified & insured 

30 years experience 

 
29 Lincoln Way 
Harlington 
Beds 
LU5 6NG 

 
Telephone: 

01525 875965 
07941 812662 

 

 

   QUALITY RANGE OF HOT & COLD FOOD 
FOR YOU TO ENJOY FROM THE GREEN 
CAFÉ 
            AT CLOPHILL POST OFFICE 

 
DRINKS – Coffees, teas, hot chocolate, soft drinks… 
SNACKS – Soup & roll, Toasties, Jacket Potatoes, Butties, Pasties, Hot Dogs… 
SWEETS – Scones, Muffins, Pastries, ice creams… 
 
Relax & enjoy your food at the Green or Take Away 
Phone in to pre-order for parties, business lunches, office snacks, special occasions 
School Lunchboxes for children by arrangement 
Give us a ring to see if we can meet your needs:- 

01525 860988 
 
 
 

Markham Architectural Salvage 
www.markhamreclaimed.co.uk 

Reclaimed Timber Specialists 
Oak Beams – Doors – Flooring – Bricks 

Bespoke Furniture – Landscaping Materials 
Mirrors – Roofing Materials 

Opening Hours: Monday Friday 9am – 5pm   Saturday 9am – 1pm 

Tel: 01525 876428 or Mobile: 07766 051307 
Upper East End Farm, Goswell End Road, Harlington, Bedfordshire, LU5 6NU 

 
ROGER STOREY  

YOUR LOCAL PAINTER AND DECORATOR 
Friendly and Reliable Service 

Many Years Experience 
Please phone: 01525 861253  or  07800 777615 

 

Please contact our Advertising Manager at ads@clophillspotlight.co.uk

Why not advertise in Spotlight?
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SHEFFORD BUILDING SUPPLIES LTD 
44 HIGH STREET, SHEFFORD, BEDS 

 
 
 
 
Key Cutting           Gas 
Tools            Electrical 
Timber            Plumbing 
Sheet Materials           Sand & Cement 
Gardening           Domestic 
Paint            Ironmongery 
 
 
 
 

 
Tel: 01462 813381 

TRULY AN ALADDIN’S CAVE 
Free delivery 
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AIMS 
Tim Kemp BA FCA  ♦ Professional service providing for 
Top Barn  Rectory Road      all your accounting and tax needs 
Steppingly  MK45 5AT  ♦ Practical advice based on 20 years 
     experience in running businesses 
TEL/FAX : 01525 717141 ♦ Personal approach with fixed fees 
MOBILE  : 07900 823 012     relevant to the work you need 
www.aims.co.uk ♦ Friendly, local accountant support- 
e-mail: timk@aims.co.uk     ing the community for over 20 years 
 
 

Please call for a free, no-obligation initial meeting 
 

ACCOUNTANTS FOR business 
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THE COMPUTER MAN 
 

Got a problem with your computer and don’t know what 
to do? Suffering with a virus or spam? 

 
Don’t hesitate! Ring your local computer expert 

Remote repairs or home visits 
(Day, evening & weekend) 

 
Lap top/desk top loan 

(Free pick up & drop off in local area) 
 

Comprehensive health check from £35 (Special Offer £35 - normally £40) 
Refurbished fl at screen available from £15 • Refurbished base units available from £99 

 
Contact Stephen Amos 

07976 718567 
the.computerman@ntlworld.com 
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Exam techniques and preparation. Revision and practice 

papers:  SATs and GCSE 

Spanish for business or pleasure, all levels. GCSE & A-levels  

Skills development: conversation, reading and writing 

Maths: Boost your confidence and abilities 

KS1, KS2, KS3, SATs and GCSE practice papers 

DBS checked and references - Reasonable rates 

01525 860743  -  07952 667814   rincontuition@aol.com 

 

rincon tuition - Spanish & Maths  
Expand your knowledge.  Boost your confidence 

                                                    01525 860743   
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 Foot Health Practitioner 
 

Corns, Hard Skin, Verruca, Fungal Nail Infection,  
In-growing Toe Nails, Diabetic Foot Care, Athlete's Foot,  

Pedicure, General Nail Cutting etc. 
In the comfort of your home or at my clinic 

Ann Gibbons MCFHP. MBAFHP.  
Competitive Rates  

Tel: 01462 813252   Mob: 07872 315763 
Web: www.shamrockclinic.co.uk 

For opening hours and other details please refer to my website 
       
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 Baths, Toilets & 
Showers  

Sinks and Taps 
Guttering 

Leaks and Burst Pipes 
Drainage 

Handyman jobs also 
 

Silsoe based 
No call out fee – free estimates 
Fully insured and guaranteed 

No job too small 
07720 723653   01525 864859 

info@betaplumbing.co.uk 
www.betaplumbing.co.uk 
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Unit 6, Woodside Farm, Clophill Road, Maulden, Beds, MK45 2AE 

 
Feeds for Dogs, Cats, Rabbits, Horses, Ponies, 

Poultry, Goats, Sheep, Birds 
 

Tel:  01525  860150 
 

‘For all creatures great and small 
serving the local community for over 30 years’ 

 
 
 

Chapman & Kirby Heating 

Gas, Plumbing & Heating Installations 

Gas Safe Registered 

Boiler Servicing & Maintenance 

Call us now 

Email: info@chapmanandkirbyheating.co.uk
Tel: 01525 861255  Mob: 07831 132308

 

1C, Old Silsoe Road, Clophill, Beds., MK45 4AR 
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Reassurance when you need it most
Serving the people of Bedfordshire since 1875

www.nevillefuneralservice.com

Neville Funeral Service
inc. George Squire & Sons since 1976

24 Clifton Road  
Shefford  SG17 5AE 

t:  01462 813258
e:  shefford@nevillefuneralservice.com

Neville Funeral Service
The Old Church  Flitwick Road 

 Ampthill  MK45 2NT
t:  01525 406132

e:  ampthill@nevillefuneralservice.com
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SHEFFORD  01462  627002 
www.bathroomvogue.com 

Unit 4A, Shefford Industrial Park, St Francis Way, Shefford SG17 5DZ 
 
 
 
 

• Suppliers of traditional and modern 
equipment 

 
• Working whirlpool & spa baths, power 

& steam shower systems on display 
 
• Over 40 settings on display 
 
• Complete installation service if 

required 
 
• Personal friendly service from a family 

run business 

• Wall and floor tiles 
 
• Accessories 
 
• Mirrors 
 
• Bathroom furniture 
 
• Heated towel rails 
 
• Saunas 
 
• Bathroom cabinets 

EST. 
1989 
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Stephen’s Plants
at Maulden Garden Centre on the A507 bypass (near A6 / Clophill)

Seasonal and hardy plants
Vegetable seeds and plants
Hanging baskets and tubs

plus composts and fertilisers
all with EXPERT ADVICEand a smile

Telephone: 01525 861696

for your

 
 

 

CTP CONSTRUCTION 
Local Building Company 
Established for over 25 years 

U.K. Trades Approved 
No job too small  -  Competitive prices 

Free estimates given on all Building Work 
Tel: Silsoe  01525 860105 

www.ctpconstruction.co.uk 
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TREE SURGERY, HEDGE TRIMMING,  
TURFING, FENCE MAINTENANCE,  

DECKING,  PATIO CLEANING 
Qualified, Fully Insured, Competitive Rates 

Free Estimates 

TEL: 01582  518954    MOB: 07828 490360 
Web Site:  www.adaminyourgarden.co.uk 

 

Root n Branch Ad (126x31).pdf   1   14/03/2013   14:15
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MMBB  AACCCCOOUUNNTTIINNGG  SSEERRVVIICCEESS  
accounting solutions for the 

Self–Employed and Small Business  
including 

Bookkeeping ♦  Accounts ♦ Tax returns ♦ Cash flows 
 

For a totally confidential service at very competitive rates contact  
Richard Fairholm  T: 01525 861087 M: 07714189994 E:

 
mbaccounts@btinternet.com 
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Phone: 07821 643 936
Mail: Clophill.villagehall@gmail.com     Web: www.clophillvillagehall.co.uk

Understanding the importance of a child’s play

FRIDAYS 10am – 11.30am at the Village Hall
See ‘Village Groups’ for contact details

LOTS OF TOYS, SPACE AND FRIENDS
FOR BABIES AND TODDLERS UNDER 3
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Pet Services 
Conifer Kennels & Cattery	 38 
K9 Trendi Grooming	 24 
Personal Dog Walker	 23 
The Bluecat Luxury Cattery	 25

Plumbing & Drainage Services 
Beta Plumbing	 33 
Chapman & Kirby Heating	 34 
Drain Doctor	 BC

Post Offices 
Mace Post Office & Stores	 27

Print Services 
Ampthill Print Centre	 IFC

Public Houses 
The Stone Jug	 21

Removals & Storage 
Stephens	 28

Repair Services 
Tim Downing Repair Services	 42

Security Services 
Maximum Security Systems	 39

Take-aways 
The Happy Plaice	 27

Tuition Services 
Rincon Tuition (Spanish & Maths)	 32

Village Hall 
Clophill Village Hall	 43

Windows/Replacement 
Andrew Baker Windows	 40 
AW Windows	 32 
Misty Double Glazing	 25

Architectural Services 
Daniel Design & Build	 22 
S&S Coates Surveying & Design	 24

Auctioneers & Valuers 
W&H Peacock	 31

Bathroom Services 
Bathroom Vogue	 36

Builders & Carpenters 
James Bonfield Carpentry  
& Construction	 43 
CTP Construction	 38 
McCaffrey Build	 41 
Peter Sharpe Building Services	 19 
Stuart Benson Building Projects	 IFC

Building Supplies 
Shefford Building Supplies Ltd	 29

Carpet Services 
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning	 41

Car Services/Repairs 
A&F Motors Ltd 	 IFC 
Mint Alloys	 37 
TC Coomber Car Services	 BC

Chimney Sweep 
Poppins Chimney Sweep	 33

Cleaning Services 
Bespoke Domestic Cleaning	 IBC 
Daisy Cooper	 21 
Time to Shine – Window Cleaner	 21

Computer Services 
Compu-Doc	 21 
The Computer Man	 31  

Electrical Services 
Stuart Drew Electrical Services	 28

Financial Services 
AIMS Accountants	 30 
ET Accountancy Services	 34 
Hills-Howson Financial Services	 30 
MB Accounting Services	 42 
SJ Tax & Accounting Services	 23

Food Suppliers 
Woburn Country Foods	 37

Funeral Services 
AL&G Abbott, Funeral Directors	 20 
Neville Funeral Service	 35

Garden Services 
Adam in your Garden	 40 
Garden Doctor	 29 
Green Thumb Lawn Treatment	 36 
Root ‘n Branch	 40 
Stephen’s Plants	 38

Health & Beauty 
Ampthill & Flitwick Physiotherapy	 34 
Deborah Pedley Osteopathy	 42 
Mobile Hairdresser	 25 
Molly Coddle	 25 
Shamrock Clinic - Foot Health	 33 
The Tanning Salon 	 IBC

Home Improvements 
Roger Storey - Painter & Decorator	 28

Medical Training Services 
EMT Academy	 23

Music and Entertainment 
Greensands Community Choir	 22

Nursery Schools 
Clophill PreSchool	 26 
Clophill St Mary’s C of E 
Lower School and Nursery	 26 
Clophill Toddler Group	 43 
Wrest Park Day Nursery - Silsoe	 39

IFC = Inside Front Cover    
IBC = Inside Back Cover    

BC = Back Cover

Advertisers index

For further information about advertising in Spotlight, 
please contact our Advertising Manager at ads@clophillspotlight.co.uk

Ads from as little as £50 per year



The Tanning Station & Pebbles Beauty
• Sunbeds • Facials

• Massage • HD Brows

• Eyelash Extensions • LCN Nail Extensions

• Bio Sculpture • Manicure 

• Pedicure • Hot Stone massage

• Spray Tans • Waxing

• Footcare Specialist • Jessica GELeration

• LVL • Threading

01525 720 095 www.tanningstation.co.uk
2 Steppingley Road, Flitwick, Bedfordshire MK45 1AJ

Opening Times
Monday - Tuesday 09.00 -19.00
Wednesday - Thursday 09.00 -21.00
Friday 09.00 -19.00
Saturday 10.00 -16.00
Sundays & Bank Holidays CLOSED



T.C. COOMBER

AMPTHILL 
01525 406330

UNIT F, AMPTHILL INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, STATION RD, AMPTHILL, MK45 2QY

MOT’S CLASS 4/7
SERVICING & REPAIRS
CAR & COMMERCIAL
TYRES & EXHAUSTS
AIR CONDITIONING
DIAGNOSTIC CODE READINGCollection  

& Delivery 
SERVICE AVAILABLE
Please ask

Locally printed by                    Ampthill | Tel: 01525 300001. www.fidelityprint.co.uk


