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 Stuart Benson Building Projects 

Design, Build and Maintenance including Interior Refurbishments, 
Kitchen / Bathroom fitting, Tiling, Flooring, Skirting boards, Doors 

Garage conversions. Exterior Decking, Patios, Driveways 
Garden Offices/ Sheds 

Tel: 07946 579862 or 01525 403083 
Email: benson.stuart@ googlemail.com 
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A word from the Editor...

The magazine staff
EDITOR 

DESIGN MANAGER 

ADVERTISING MANAGER

DISTRIBUTION MANAGER

TREASURER

COPY DEADLINE

Helen Gent 
editorial@clophillspotlight.co.uk

Chris Abrahams 
cmabrahams@yahoo.co.uk

ads@clophillspotlight.co.uk

Steve Smith

Richard Pearson

20th of the month

864836 

 

860216

861110

Don’t forget you can now read Spotlight online at 

www.clophillspotlight.co.uk

“

”

We’ve got another cracking issue of Spotlight for you. We catch up with a former 
Clophill resident (and a very good friend of mine) to talk about her passion 
for baking (her cakes are rather delicious!) and why it might just lead to her 

appearing on our TV screens. And we’ve also got a brand-new column from 
accountant Sally Cobban, who’ll be telling us everything we ever wanted to know 
about tax (but were afraid to ask!). And on top of that, there’s the usual pick ’n’ 

mix of village updates and must-see events.

Hello everyone...

See you again in April – bye for now.

Now that we’re into March and the daffodils are brightening 
up our lives, there’s no better time to get involved with Marie 
Curie’s Daffodil Appeal. Sign up to become a collector this 
month and you’ll be helping to raise money so that Marie 
Curie nurses can care for more terminally ill people in their 
own homes. You’ll find further details at

http://www.mariecurie.org.uk/en-gb/fundraising-
volunteering/great-daffodil-appeal
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Wildlife
walks & talks
British Reptiles 

Monday 24th March, 7.45 pm, Maulden Church Hall  
A talk by Helen Muir-Howie, 

BNHS County Herpetofauna Recorder, ont snakes, lizards and turtles. 
£2 per adult suggested donation.

Plants and Insects 

Monday 28th April, 7.45 pm, Maulden Church Hall  
A talk by Brian Eversham, Chief Executive of the Wildlife Trust BCN, about the vital 

relationships between plants and insects. £2 per adult suggested donation.

To reserve a space, or for additional information, please email  
flitvale.info@gmail.com or ring Kathy on 07890 347327  

after 6pm or at weekends 
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Dear Friends and Neighbours
Stephen Foreman and family wish to thank friends and neighbours for their kind 
condolences on the sad passing of Joyce – dearest wife, mother and nan. 

Stephen, Sandra, Vincent and Alaois     Cainhoe Road Clophill

Your letters... 

This year we’ll be commemorating 100 years since 
the start of the First World War and Clophill 
resident Sue Pearson has come up with a great idea 
to help celebrate the men whose names appear on 
the memorial at St Mary’s Church.

‘I thought it would be lovely to find out some 
information about each of the 24 men listed on  
the memorial as we know so little about them,’ says 
Sue. ‘I’m hoping I can discover a few details, such as 
their age, their family, what force they served in and 
where they died. It would be wonderful to get  
a picture each of the men, too.’ 

Sue’s idea was inspired by a trip to the new Visitor’s Centre in Coventry’s Memorial Park,  
which has an interesting display relating to their fallen.

If anybody has a photo of one of the men or any details about their life, Sue would like to 
hear from you. The hope is to put together a special display, which will be put on show in the 
village later this year. You can contact Sue on 861110 or at richard.sue.pearson@gmail.com

Help celebrate the 
lives of our fallen 
war heroes

Dear Spotlight
I’d like to thank everyone for their support while Deepak was ill. The endless cards and 
flowers that we received were amazing and very much appreciated. The constant words of 
encouragement helped myself and my children get through this difficult time, not forgetting 
the offers of help that we received for helping out in the shop. It’s at times like this we 
remember how lucky we are to be in such a caring community. 

Dakhsa Chandarana     Clophill Post Office & Stores
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Early Schooling 
Towns, like Bedford with its Harpur Trust, have been 
well provided with schools but poor rural villages like 
Clophill struggled to finance schools. It was mainly 
through local voluntary effort, led by clergymen, 
that early education developed in the village. 

Clophill was an agricultural community where the 
men worked mostly in the fields as agricultural 
labourers and their wives and children worked at 
straw plaiting, a common cottage industry. There  
were straw plait schools for the young children where, as well as learning to plait straw, they 
may have received some basic education such as learning to read. Older boys would be sent  
to join their fathers working on farms to supplement the family income. 

For those who could afford it, there were what was known as ‘Dame Schools’ run by women 
in their own home. Children were given a basic education starting with reading and writing.

Initially the clergy set up Sunday Schools. These were schools that took place on Sundays as 
the children were either at straw plait school or working in the fields for the rest of the week. 
Here they were taught to read the bible and instructed in the Liturgy and Catechism.

Central Government 
In 1807 Samuel Whitbread (of Southhill Park) introduced a bill in parliament to give each child 
two years of education but the government didn’t see the benefit of educating the rural poor. 
It was considered too expensive to implement and it was also thought that the introduction 
of such a scheme would take the people away from manual work and make them dissatisfied 
with their social situation.  

In 1818 the government started to see the benefit of the education of rural children and 
carried out a review asking four questions. The response for Clophill was: 
1. Clophill population 721 
2. A Sunday school for 60 boys, the funds of which are £6 per annum 
3. Two Sunday schools for 80 girls, 30 of whom are clothed 
4. The poor are desirous of education. 

The Elementary Education Act of 1870 was the very first piece of legislation to deal specifically 
with the provision of education in Britain. The Act made provision for the elementary 
education of all children aged 5-13 and established school boards to oversee and complete 
the network of schools and to bring them all under some form of supervision. The Elementary 
Education Act of 1880 finally made school attendance compulsory between the ages of five 
and ten; in 1893 Legislation extended the age of compulsory attendance to 11, and in 1899 to 12.

The early years of education in Clophill

Clophill through the years
by Colin Watt

The National School
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Churches  
Despite the government view, there were many people who wanted to provide education 
for children. In 1811, the National Society for Promoting the Education of the Poor in the 
Principles of the Established Church in England and Wales was founded. Known as the 
National Society, it started to make grants towards setting up schools. The society believed  
that the National Religion should be made the foundation of National Education.

Schools in Clophill 
The first mention of formal education in the village 
is in a deed of Mr Richard Read dated 1630 which 
concerns the gift of a plot of land to build a school, 
but there’s no evidence that it was built.

In 1799 the Rev. Nethersole, the rector of Clophill, 
started a school for 30 girls at what is now Taylor’s 
Cottage in the High Street near the Old Rectory. 
Above where the doorway used to be is a stone lintel 
with the Latin inscription ‘JANUA VITAE VERBUM 
DOMINI’ which can be translated as ‘the gateway  
to life (is) the word of the Lord’.

In 1835 the National Society made a grant towards 
building a school for 110 boys. This was the building 
later known as the Reading Room that was to 
the east of the church in the High Street. It was 
demolished to make way for a detached house.

In 1871 the National Society made a grant of £100  
in aid of building schools and a teacher’s residence. This school (shown opposite) stood  
on the land in front of the present St Mary’s School and was officially opened in 1872.

The curriculum as stated in the Log Book was arithmetic, reading, writing, dictation,  
scripture (often taken by the Rector) and sewing for the girls. About 50 of the older pupils 
were ‘part-timers’ due to the plait, horticultural and agricultural work, and many pupils went 
missing during the summer terms because they were working on the harvest. Here are some 
examples from the school log book:- 

23 June 1893 Some children have been irregular [this week] owing to their mothers going  
   out and gathering peas or fruit and the children kept at home to mind the house and baby. 
15 March 1822 16 boys left school for a few weeks to go stone-picking. 5 went to  
   Countess Cowper’s to work. 
6 October 1829 Owing to the harvest being so backward this year another week’s  
   holiday was given to enable the children to go gleaming.

In 1973 St Mary’s School was built and the Old National School was subsequently demolished.

If anyone has any corrections or additional information please contact   
Colin on 01525 860922 or colin.watt@mooncarrot.org.uk. 

Find out more about Clophill’s History at www.clophillhistory.org.uk

Taylor’s Cottage

I am indebted to Ian Gordon for permission to quote from his dissertation The History of Education in Clophill.

The Reading Room
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Central Bedfordshire’s Highways department is responsible for gritting the major roads 
in our area during the winter months. It grits approximately half of the road network in 
Central Bedfordshire when road temperatures are predicted to drop below zero, focusing 
on roads carrying the most traffic and where there’s the highest risk of accidents. In the 
case of Clophill, the High Street is the main priority.

In addition, Central Bedfordshire provides grit 
bins for public use on roads and pavements 
only. These bins are generally sited at bends 
or hills where the risk of slipping on ice is 
greatest. In Clophill, there’s a salt bin at the 
junction of Mill Lane and Kiln Lane.

The Parish Council receives frequent requests 
for gritting on minor roads in the village. 
We’ve spoken to Central Beds Council but 
they don’t have the resources to grit minor 
roads. However, they’ve provided one ton of  

   salt for the Parish to spread at key locations.

We’ve purchased two new grit bins 
which are now sited at the junction 
of Back Street and Readshill and Kiln 
Lane, opposite the Village Hall. We’re 
extremely grateful to Mr Richard 
Parrish of Kiln Farm who supplied his 
tractor, and, together with volunteers 
from the village, transported the salt 
from the Pound to the new bins. We’re 
aware of other areas in the village that 
would benefit from a salt bin near 
Jacques Lane and Castle Hill Court. The 
Council hopes to be able satisfy this 
need in time for the 2014/15 winter.

We hope this initiative by the Parish Council will be beneficial to residents who live on  
our minor roads. We must point out, however, that the salt is for spreading on icy roads 
and pavements and is NOT for use on private drives.

Ralph Brough

News on Clophill’s grit bins

If you have, please report it to CBC using the ‘Report it 
now’ button at http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk

Have you seen a  
pothole in the village?

Photos show Cllr Janice Catton, Cllr Roland Browne, Jim 
Sutton, Richard Parrish and Council Chairman Peter Clarke



8

Earlier this year, ex-Clophill resident Lorna 
McLellan applied for The Great British Bake 
Off – a televised baking competition where 
amateur bakers battle it out to be crowned 
the UK’s Best Amateur Baker – and she’s now 
through to the London audition for the show.

            I’m really excited,’ says Lorna. ‘Last 
year, 17,000 people applied so even if I don’t 
get picked for the show, making it this far 
makes me really proud. I filled out an online 

application form in January, but didn’t think I’d hear anything back. Then I was at work one day and 
I got a call saying my application had been successful. I remember I was in the middle of a training 
session and I said, ‘Sorry, I’ve got to go – it’s the BBC on the phone’. I talked to a researcher for about 
an hour, then a week later I got another call to say I was through to the London audition. I was ecstatic.

I was taught to bake when I was about five by my Scottish mum and nanna. I used to help them 
in the kitchen making things like shortbread and fairy cakes, then I progressed to baking bread. My 
parents were real foodies and I was always watching food programmes on TV. I find cooking very 
relaxing. And part of the joy is getting compliments from people saying how much they like what I’ve 
made. I’m always making birthday cakes for colleagues at work. I used to take a cake in as a surprise, 
but now they come to me and ask if I’ll do them one!

Since my niece, Niahm, was born three years ago I’ve been making her birthday cakes, too. This year I 
did a ‘Hello Kitty’ one and her face was a picture when she saw it. She loved telling everyone that her 
auntie had made it. I spent ages practising fashioning the characters out of sugar paste before I made 
the final cake. Now Niamh is getting a bit older she likes to bake with me when 
I go to see her. We’ll do things like pizza dough, scones and Hallowe’en cakes.

I’m often inspired by other people. Vaughan Wilton is someone I’ve always looked 
to for advice, as he makes all the cakes for their annual summer party. This year I 
was so excited when he asked me if I’d make some cakes for their black-themed 
party – I did Black Forest gateau cupcakes, which seemed to go down very well.

I’m now waiting to hear what date I have to go into London for my audition. I know I’ll have to take in 
two things – one savoury, one sweet – to be sampled but I’ve no idea if I’ll meet the judges Mary Berry 
and Paul Hollywood. I think I’ll be really nervous, especially if I’ve got a TV camera filming my every move.  
Right now, though, it all just seems a bit surreal. It’s great to have all my family, friends and work 
colleagues behind me, though. I think they’re all hoping I get through so they can be my guinea pigs – 
I’ll certainly need to do lots of baking!

Spotlight will keep you posted on how Lorna gets on...

This month, editor Helen Gent talks to wannabe baking star Lorna McLellan

meets...

LORNA’ S TIP: ‘Always use the best ingredients. For example, when I’m making brownies, 
I buy really good-quality chocolate – it makes all the difference.’

“

”
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On Thursday 6th February members and visitors to the club were entertained by one  
of the club’s favourite demonstrators, Doug Howard. His theme for the evening was  

‘As Winter Fades’ – whisking us through the seasons and 
taking us from fading Winter through to exotic holiday places, 
retirement, Easter and Spring in all its glory.

Doug’s first arrangement was two symmetrical triangles in 
silver vases. He included lots of beautiful greenery, Italian buck 
thorn, pyracantha, begonia leaves, blue sea holly, white skimma, 
variegated holly and silvered leatherleaf fern, to which he added 
white roses and lilies.

The ‘Retirement’ arrangement was bright 
red gerbera and aspidistra leaves. 

Some leaves were wired together to add height and to follow 
the style of the wrought-iron stand. Other leaves curved and 
twisted into different shapes, enhancing the bright red gerbera. 
Lime green sisal was added to lighten the rich colours.

Easter’s arrangement was a willow weave cradle-shaped basket 
with tall pussy willow, green marble arum lily leaves, begonia 
leaves, variegated ivy and leatherleaf fern. Purple Dutch irises 
and red tulips tipped with yellow were included, and added to 
this were rings of pussy willow for interest and two floppy bunnies.

For Doug’s ‘Summer Holiday’ we were transported to a hot 
tropical jungle with two beautiful pink orchid arrangements. These 
were arranged on a piece of bleached driftwood. Trailing foxtail 
fern blended with purple mahonia leaves, 
leucadendron, yellow fatsia leaves and 
leatherleaf fern completed the picture.

Lastly, ‘Spring’ was a wonderful array  
of golden daffodils, cream tulips, pale 
green carnations, roses (Cuba gold) and 
tall orinithogalums with variegated trailing 
ivy, ruby begonia leaves, leatherleaf fern, 

yellow spot laurel and evergreen garrya-elliptica – all staged  
on a high black squared frame.

Christine Baker

Clophill & District Flower Club

10th April – Area Members’ Day, Broxborne Civic Hall, Hoddesdon
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              In the November 2013 issue of Spotlight we reported that Clophill resident  
         Carl Colyer was switching on the Christmas tree lights outside his house to raise  
          money for the East Anglian Air Ambulance – something he has been  
         doing for the past four years. Well we can now tell you that Carl raised  
           an excellent £203 for the charity. So a huge thank you to  
                   Carl and everyone who donated to this worthy cause.

CARL’S FESTIVE CHEER FOR A LOCAL CHARITY
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Let’s talk about tax
with Sally Cobban

Personal allowances and tax rate bands for the 2014-2015 tax year 

Personal allowance (ie, the amount you can earn before paying tax): £10,000 
Personal allowance > 65yrs: £10,500 
20% Basic rate band on income: £0-£31,865 
40% Higher rate band on income: £31,866-£150,000 
45% Additional rate band on income over £150,000: You start to lose your 
personal allowance on income over £100k – £1 of personal allowance for every  
£2 of income over £100k – so by £120k it’s gone!

You can contact Sally at sally@sjtax.co.uk or 07899 808592; www.sjtax.co.uk

Well as we fast approach the end of another 
tax year – 5th April 2014 – there are a couple 
of things to consider for the self-employed 
or for limited companies with a March year 
end. Now is a good time to buy capital 
equipment – ie, that new van/laptop/
machine that you’ve been considering.

This is because if you purchase the item towards the end of the tax year you get the tax 
relief sooner. Basically it means that the transaction falls into the end of this year, so you 
get the full capital allowances in the tax year, as opposed to buying a capital item at the 
start of the tax year – in which case you’ll have to wait until after 5th April 2015 to claim 
your capital allowances. Capital items can’t be expensed (offset against profit) in your 
accounts, so capital allowances need to be claimed instead.

There’s an allowance called the Annual Investment Allowance which is currently 
£250,000 (this was increased from £25,000 for 2 years from 1st Jan 2013 so it won’t stay 
this high for long). This allowance means that businesses can claim 100% of the cost of 
capital plant and machinery (NOT cars!) against its profits. So buying that piece of capital 
equipment in March will lead to a good tax saving (it becomes the same effect as if you 
did expense all of it). Here’s an example I made earlier... 
•	 Self-employed	trader	who	turns	over	£40,000	and	makes	a	taxable	profit	of	£20,000	 
 in the tax year to 5th April 2014. The tax due on that, payable in Jan 2015, will be  
 £3,228 (inc Class 4 NI). 
•	 If	the	trader	had	bought	a	new	van	and	a	machine,	which	cost	a	total	of	£9,500,	in	March 
 then still making £20,000 of profit, his tax payable in Jan 2015 would be £473 (Inc class 4 NI). 
•	 So	buying	this	capital	equipment	leads	to	a	tax	saving	of	£2,755.

You can claim capital allowances on plant and machinery that you own – not leased or 
hired – even if you’re buying them over a hire purchase deal. HMRC don’t care about how 
you finance capital items but you do have to be the owner of them. If you do HP a new van 
then you can also claim the HP interest as a tax deductible expense through your accounts.
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St Mary’s School News

Our Value for March is  Caring (and Friendship & Thoughfulness)
In school we’ll be thinking about caring in the following ways: for ourselves, our 
belongings and our pets. We’ll also be considering caring for others – our families, 
our friends and the less fortunate. We’ll extend this into thinking about caring for the 
environment and our world. We’ll be thinking about how our actions as well as our 
presence of mind affect the way in which we care. 

In the Gospels, we find many stories of Jesus showing caring to those who are sick or 
troubled. Christians believe that their attitudes and actions must reflect the caring and 
compassion of Jesus, and the love of God for everyone, with that special concern for the 
poor and those in need. In school, this includes showing friendship and thoughtfulness  
to each other. It’s reflected in the way individuals care for and support one another  
and the way in which new people are welcomed to the school. 

A Successful Tea Time Concert 
On Monday 10th February, our children and their music  
teachers excelled themselves and provided parents with a  
truly lovely concert, which gave our children the opportunity  
to showcase what they’ve learnt in their music lessons in school. We had children playing 
piano, guitar, recorder, violin and chimes. We also enjoyed children singing solo and some 
singing by the school choir. Some children now have drum lessons in school so we’re looking 
forward to hearing them play at the next half term concert. We’d also like to thank parents 
for their contributions towards the cost of the refreshments and their homemade cakes.

Birch and Hazel Trip to Sno!Zone  
As part of their topic, ‘Fire and Ice’, our year 1 and 2 children were fortunate to visit 
Sno!Zone in February for a morning of sledging. They were all very excited and thoroughly 
enjoyed the whole experience. Thank you to all the parent helpers who made the trip possible.

Book sale 
On Wednesday 12th February, a fantastic £55 was raised for Gardening Club. There  
will be more book sales but we’re now short of children’s books so if you have any more 
that your children have grown out of and no longer need please leave them in the porch. 

Sainsbury’s vouchers 
We’re collecting Sainsbury’s vouchers in school – there’s a collection box in Reception.  
This is a great way for us to buy additional resources without costing any money, so if  
you can donate yours we’d be very grateful. 

Our school website 
Don’t forget that our school website www.stmaryslower.info is packed with useful 
information about the school. If you’re a new parent in the village, have a look at the 
‘Parent Information’ section. In the same section there are also details on free school 
meals and our bad weather policy.
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Hello everyone. Wow, what a wet and windy time we’ve been having and the children have been 
enjoying some fantastic activities out in this weather. We’ve been out every session to explore and 
run and play and jump and laugh and pretty much get wet! 

We made streamers to hold up to the sky to see which direction the wind was blowing.  
We listened to the noises the wind made as it blew from whistling to howling to rumbling, and  
we moved our bodies copying the sway of the trees. One of our children told us the story of the 
giant who was walking outside and it was his big footsteps that made the sound of the wind.  

One of our most exciting investigation days was developed from listening to children’s interests and 
responding to the weather – when it’s very wet and windy it can be difficult to get lots of activities 
out so we make sure we go outside and explore the wider area. Our children all love to dig up 
the molehills so we often take buckets and spades and collect mud for the mud kitchen. On one 
occasion we examined a dead mole noticing that he didn’t have visible eyes and we pondered 

why. We concluded it was because of all his time spent in the 
dark underground. We also noticed his big paws that we thought 
looked like spades for digging. The children were fascinated to at 
last see what makes all their brilliant mounds of soil that we use 
for the diggers, as volcanoes for dinosaurs and best of all just to 
jump up and down on. 

Also recently we’ve been focusing on self-care by learning how 
to wash our hands properly. We took photos of the children during the activity to create our 
bathroom display board to encourage good hygiene practice.  

At the beginning of February, Graham the Minister came for another visit. The children are  
really starting to look forward to his story times and he told the story of the Two Builders and we 
sang ‘The Wise Man Built His House UponThe Rocks’ with lots of great actions. Thanks Graham, 
we look forward to your next visit! 

More recently we told the story of Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears and had porridge out on the Messy and 
Malleable table. The children loved to measure out the 
oats, tipping and pouring and mixing it with water then 
digging their hands in to feel the texture. 

With all the development of our resources we’ve been 
able to collect a great selection of dressing-up clothes 
including hats for different occupations. To further 
the children’s interest, the Fire Fighters also paid us a visit in their massive off-road Fire truck. We 
painted egg boxes to make fire engines or in some cases trains – Thomas, Percy and James...

As Clophill Preschool goes from strength to strength, we’ve just welcomed another new family  
to our setting. Thanks to everyone for all your support!  Bye for now, Chris and Imogen

Unleash your inner child whatever your age...this month try leaning back into the  
wind and shutting your eyes and listening.

Clophill Preschool News
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A Matinee Presentation 
 

“IN CONCERT” 
with the  

Vauxhall Male Voice Choir 

With special guest  

Kevin Kavanagh 
Master of the 
 Euphonium  

The Choir is delighted to return to, and perform, at the recently 
refurbished 

 

Parkside Hall  
Woburn Street, Ampthill, Beds MK45 2HX 

 

Saturday 29 March 2014  2:30pm  
(doors open 2:00pm) 

Refreshments included during interval 
 

Tickets available from Ken Jones 01525-753110 or 
Brian Matthews 01525-841077 or on the door 

 

Choir Website:   www.vmvc.org  

Tickets 
£8.00 
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1. Slice the chicken breasts lengthwise into 3 slices.  
2. Cover the slices with plastic film and flatten using a meat pounder or rolling pin. 
3. Dust the chicken slices in the seasoned flour, shaking away any excess.  
4. Cut each slice of Parma ham into 3 pieces and remove the stalks from the sage leaves. 
5. Place a piece of Parma ham on each slice of chicken then top with one sage leaf.  
 Hold everything in place with a wooden toothpick.  
6. Put the oil and the butter in a large frying pan and turn the heat to medium.  
 When the butter begins foaming, place the chicken in the pan and sauté gently  
 on both sides until light brown. 
7. Add the wine, turn the heat to medium high, and let the wine evaporate.   
8. Remove the chicken and place on individual plates. Cover the slices with the  
 sauce and serve warm.

INGREDIENTS  Serves 4 people

This year I’m going to focus on quick, easy and healthy recipes that can be  
rustled up in no time at all.

Saltimbocca alla Romana (Chicken Scaloppini with Parma Ham and Sage) 
The name saltimbocca means ‘jump into the mouth’ – the idea being that it’s so 
wonderfully delicious you can’t help popping a piece into your mouth straightaway.  
There are many variations on saltimbocca – for example you can add cheese or Marsala 
wine – but I’ve opted for the simplest recipe, just like it’s cooked in Roman kitchens.

Fast food – the healthy way

Come into the kitchen
with Christine Fellini

•	4	skinless	chicken	breasts	 
•	4	slices	Parma	ham 
•	12	fresh	sage	leaves	

•	Extra	virgin	olive	oil 
•	40g	butter		 
•	plain	flour	for	dusting

•	120cl	dry	white	wine 
•	salt	&	freshly	ground	black	pepper

DO YOU HAVE ANY TRIED-AND-TESTED RECIPES OR HOUSEHOLD TIPS TO SHARE?  
Please get in touch at christine@casafellini.co.uk or call me on 861912

Cookery Demonstrations
Danish Delights 

27th March, 11am, London House, 45 High Street, Clophill (01525 861524)

Sue Hughes will give a demonstration of traditional Danish dishes which you’ll be able 
to taste together with a glass of wine or soft drink. Tickets are £15 each and as room 
is strictly limited it’s advisable to buy your tickets early. There will be a fabulous raffle 
on the day so please remember to bring your wallet. All profits from these Cookery 

Demonstrations will be donated to St Mary the Virgin Church, Clophill, restoration fund.
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Sponsor Ali...
Clophill Heritage Trust’s Ali Bradbury –  

and her dog Molly – will be taking on the  
Greensand Ridge Walk. If you’d like to  

sponsor her, go to https://mydonate.bt.com/ 
fundraisers/alibradbury

Join Ali...
If you’d like to go on the walk with Ali and  
her group of charity funders and partners,  
contact her on 07894 710001. You don’t  

have to do the full walk – you can do a mini  
one-day walk or try a shorter ‘taster’ version  
where you’ll join Ali and co from Leighton  

Buzzard, with a minibus pick- up at  
Potsgrove (5 miles) or Woburn (9 miles).
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Our official launch for both the Eco 
Lodges and St Mary’s Church will be 
spring 2014, but we endeavour to have 
some of the lodges ready earlier, allowing 
us to introduce a light footfall into the 
accommodation and facilities so that  
we can monitor and test all amenities.

The lodges are set in an attractive  
little wood and will provide overnight 

accommodation for walkers, residential courses and general visitors to the area as well as  
being a group space for heritage, eco and craft educational activities.

There are four lodges – each one has two rentable individual rooms with a Jack-and-Jill shower 
room and a private balcony with stunning views. We have four double rooms and four twin rooms, 
and a temporary fold-up bed can be added if there’s a young child or a party of three staying.  
One of the lodges has full disabled access and facilities.

The communal area has a kitchen area for self-catering or there’s the option of home-cooked 
meals from the warden. With its large windows looking out onto the view, the communal area will 
provide a peaceful relaxation area, and here you will find useful information and be able to socialise 
with other visitors. The communal area will also be used for meetings, private hire and educational 
purposes when not occupied. Many activities are already in place for 2014.

Clophill Heritage Trust consists of eight volunteers and is supported by 
over 100 volunteers across the area. The eco and heritage projects are 
totally grant-funded and the Trust will need all the revenue from the Eco 
Lodges to maintain the scheduled ancient monument, pay for the warden 
and to run all the educational activities. We’re therefore always looking 
for volunteers and funders to come and help with the project.

Currently we need an additional £90,000 to complete the eco 
installation, disabled access and offerings and the community room fit-out.

Phase 1: the consolidation of the ancient monument,  
costing £550,000, is fully funded. 
Work is currently going on to restore and repair the ruin. This phase has been funded by English 
Heritage, WREN, Wixamtree Trust, Architectural Heritage Fund, Village SOS and the Aurelius 
Charitable Trust. Phase 1 also included the construction of the shells of the Eco Lodges with funding 
from the Rural Development Programme for Eastern England and Central Bedfordshire Council. 

Phase 2: the completion of the Eco Lodges 
To fit out the community and educational area and accommodation eco lodges (including disabled 
access), installation of green technology (geothermal heat pump, borehole water processing and 
off-grid electricity) and landscaping. This final phase will cost £90,000. 

•	www.ClophillEcoLodges.org.uk 
•	To	go	onto	our	mailing	list	to	receive	newsletters	and	updates	please	email	your	details	 
   to info@ClophillHeritage.org

News from Clophill Heritage Trust 
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Neighbourhood Watch 
A Neighbourhood Watch scheme (or Homewatch as it was previously known) has been 
operating in Clophill for several years. A number of residents have kindly volunteered 
to act as street co-ordinators during this time, but coverage in the village is very sparse. 
We’d therefore welcome more residents who’d be interested in joining the scheme,  
either to cover a part of a street, or just a few houses in their locality. 

Briefly, the main role of a street co-ordinator is to:-  

•	Maintain	contact	with	residents	to	exchange	information. 
•	Inform	residents	about	local	crime. 
•	Encourage	the	reporting	of	any	suspicious	incidents. 
•	Liaise	with	the	Area	Co-ordinator.	

Ringmaster 
Ringmaster is a computerised crime messaging system run by Bedfordshire Police. It offers 
local residents, Neighbourhood Watch members, businesses, farms, and Bedfordshire 
Police partners, throughout Bedfordshire, details about crime and events in their local area. 

•	The	service	is	free	to	everyone. 
•	You	don’t	need	to	be	involved	in	Neighbourhood	Watch	to	join	Ringmaster. 
•	You	can	receive	information	via	email,	review	your	messages	 
   online or receive messages via phone at a time to suit you. 

To join, go to www.safer-beds.org 

If you’d like more information on either Clophill Neighbourhood Watch or Ringmaster 
please contact Mick Everitt (Neighbourhood Watch Area Co-ordinator) on 01525 861049.

Neighbourhood Watch & Ringmaster

The Oliver Street Surgery, Ampthill, is looking for young people aged 16+ who are 
registered with the surgery – especially those planning to attend college or university 

– to join its ‘Patient Participation Group’. Participation is acknowledged by prospective 
employers and on a personal statement when applying for further education.

Patient Participation Group
Oliver Street Surgery

       The Patient Participation Group is made up of volunteer patients, the  
         practice manager and one or more of the GPs from the practice. It  
meets on a regular basis, four times a year for approximately one and a 
       half hours, to discuss the services on offer and how improvements 
                    can be made for the benefit of patients and the practice.

                   For further information please contact practise manager  
                                           Caroline Cook on 01525 631395.  
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(Readers are reminded that these notes are a resume only, official minutes are available  
both on the internet and notice boards. All official correspondence should be sent to the 
parish clerk and not individual councillors.) 

Public Question Time 
There were no questions from the public.

Council Appointments 
Mr Paul Downing was welcomed as our new Councillor to his first meeting. Additionally, 
Mr Peter Liddle, who the Council co-opted to the Planning Committee, was welcomed  
to his first meeting. The Parish Council is now at full strength.

Boxing Club 
The Council was pleased to see the Boxing Club held its first meeting on 25th February 
and is planning to meet two nights a week. We wish it every success. 

Police Report 
In the month 28th January to 24 February 2014 there was only one recorded incident 
of burglary and one report of antisocial behaviour. This was 50% lower than the same 
period last year.

The Land Committees 
Talks are ongoing with Central Bedfordshire Council, Amey and UK Power Networks 
regarding the removal of the old bridge at the Post Office. It’s hoped to get a resolution  
to the costs involved in the next few weeks, and then we’ll be able to determine when 
work can commence.

The Council have agreed to a new lease for the Archery Club to run for 14 years to 
commence from the expiry of the present agreement. 

Following a meeting with Highways all the pot holes and places where the road is 
breaking up have been recorded with CBC – however, the majority aren’t considered 
severe enough to warrant repair at this time. For information, how bad the pot hole  
has to be for it to be repaired can be seen on the notice boards where leaflets are 
displayed with full details.

Central Beds Councillors 
The Councillors reported that Central Beds Council has agreed that the new leisure  
centre at Flitwick can now proceed. They also advised that shortly there will commence 
a new consultation regarding the future of Bedford Hospital and how it might relate to 
Milton Keynes. We all need to read this and respond with our views as it could contain 
some contentious proposals.

It was also stated that BT will be extending fibre optic cable to the Silsoe exchange  
this year, the arrival of which should increase broadband speeds up to 20mbs,  
depending on how far you are from the exchange.

Clophill Parish Council 
Notes from the Parish Council Meeting held on 25th February 2014
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Clophill Parish Council 
Continued

Neighbourhood Plans 
A progress report was given to the Council which, at this stage, involves determining all 
the stakeholders that we need to involve in the future discussions. The next stage will be 
to determine the most appropriate methods of engaging with these agreed stakeholders. 
The stakeholders will include, among others, all residents of Clophill plus businesses, land 
owners, clubs and other organisations in the village.

Planning – February 2014
Consultation Response 
The PC has responded to CBC’s consultation into its ‘Allocations Scheme Proposals’. 
CBC is required to consult over its proposals to update its Allocations Rules for council/
association housing following changes to housing law in the Localism Act and has 
consulted on its proposed re-write (advised in December Spotlight). The PC considers that 
CBC’s proposals are well made and are supportive of them. The PC response expresses 
two concerns – the needs to encourage more such affordable housing, and easing 
‘trading-down’ to smaller dwellings where this is appropriate for the occupant – and one 
suggestion requiring CBC to insist on developers providing at least the legally required 
number of affordable houses (presently, developers are able to buy-off this requirement 
with a payment to CBC which doesn’t necessarily benefit Clophill – and hasn’t in the past).

New CBC Consultation: Gypsy/Traveller Sites 
CBC has launched a new consultation on the Gypsy and Traveller Local Plan 2014  
and residents are invited to respond. This amended Plan takes account of responses  
to the 2013 original draft. CBC has a legal duty to consider the accommodation needs  
of gypsies and travellers up to 2031 and the document proposes sites to meet the task. 
No new sites are proposed for Clophill. However, in view of what has already happened  
in Clophill and what might develop in the future, the opportunism of ‘windfall’ sites 
might arise. It’s important that residents’ views are expressed to CBC – the deadline  
for responses is 31 March.

•	The	CBC	draft	(40	pages)	may	be	found	at	www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/
gypsytravellerplan and residents will be able to read the whole document and respond 
on line. Paper copies may be requested from ldf@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk or by 
calling 0300 300 8307. Alternatively, copies may be picked up from the Council offices  
at Chicksands or from the libraries at Ampthill, Barton or Flitwick.

Applications Received by Central Bedfordshire Council 

CB/14/00141/FULL 
Location: 89 High Street 
Proposal: Garage conversion, replacing the single-glazed garage doors with a  
  window matching those at the front of the house 
Applicant: Ms C Brunsden-Parsons

Plan is to replace the existing garage doors with a brick (lower) in-fill and a suitable 
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window (matching the front of the house) in order to incorporate the facility into and 
as part of the house as a playroom. The PC has supported but has asked for two minor 
changes (to better match the whole house).                                                             SUPPORT

CB/14/00290/FULL 
Location: 2 Northfield Cottages, Great Lane 
Proposal: Erection of two-storey extension to rear and single-storey extension  
  to side of dwelling 
Applicant: Mr C Jones 

This is the northern (right-hand) semi-detached cottage opposite the entrance to 
Northfield Farm in Great Lane. Plans to extend and improve the southern cottage were 
approved in November 2013 and this extension has been built. This new proposal seeks, 
similarly, to modernise and extend the second cottage.                                           SUPPORT

CB/14/00480/FULL 
Location: 7 Goodwood Close 
Proposal: Erection of single-storey rear extension and conversion of loft with  
  new dormer window 
Applicant: Mr & Mrs K Garwood 

Proposal is to enlarge the living room by adding a new garden room to it at the rear of the 
house and to convert the loft area into a new master bedroom with en-suite bathroom 
and dressing room. The existing raising of the dwelling to overcome all flood risks will 
include the proposed extension and the loft conversion is contained within the dwelling 
thus there is minimal impact on neighbours.                                                            SUPPORT 

Applications Approved by Central Bedfordshire Council 

CB/13/04072/FULL 
CB/13/04073/LB 
Location: Speeds Dairy Farm, Beadlow 
Proposal: Erection of a rear sunroom 
Applicant: Mr Hind 

The application was for a well-designed sunroom projecting out from the centre of the 
rear of this listed building. The PC had objected over concerns over its narrow projection 
into the garden, rather than a more normal ‘wrap-around’ room. 

CB/13/04281/FULL 
Location: Mouse Farm, Shefford Road 
Proposal: Retention of extensions to agricultural barn 
Applicant: Mr & Mrs M Hawkins 

Application was to regularise current situation, including previously approved extension, 
repair damage following break-ins and fire, and agricultural-required strengthening.  
PC had supported.

Continued

Clophill Parish Council 
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Clophill Parish Council 
Continued

CB/13/04452/LB 
Location: 6 & 8 The Green 
Proposal: Listed building consent for insertion of internal door through to  
  adjoining property 
Applicant: Mrs A De Montfort 

Proposal was to link the two small listed thatched cottages on the ground floor.  
The PC had supported. 

Application Withdrawn 

Location: 126A High Street 
Proposal: Demolition of existing 2-bedroom bungalow. Erection of 4-bedroom  
  detached dwelling 
Applicant: Mr D Ward-Clarke 

Applicant has withdrawn this application following consultations with CBC whose initial 
opinion was that planned dwelling was too large for and unsuitably positioned for this 
site. PC had objected on similar grounds.

Notice of Tree Works in the Conservation Area (Info) 

CB/TCA/14/00033 
Location: 114 High Street 
Proposal: Prune back yew, holly and hazel trees and remove conifer in rear garden 
Applicant: Mr D Frost 

All the trees are in the rear garden and aren’t visible from the road. The trees to be pruned 
are along the side (east) fence and the conifer against the rear (south) fence.

The next Parish Council meeting will take place at 7.45pm on Tuesday 25th March, 
with a surgery for parishioners commencing at 7.30pm. All are welcome to attend.

St Mary’s Church Clophill
Traditional Church Fete and Village Event
Saturday 24th May, 12pm-4pm 

We’re holding another Fete and Village Event on 18th May in the grounds of St Mary’s 
Church. Our aim is to organise a fete for the enjoyment of all ages and to involve as many 
organisations and individuals as possible. We want to provide the opportunity for all to 
promote their organisation and to raise money for their own cause. We’re planning to extend 
the attractions to entertain the children and inform the grown-ups. Safari Stu will be returning 
with his exotic animals and creatures. We hope everyone will be supporting this popular event.

Gill Jones & Carolyn Cranswick     For further information phone 01525 861058
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Parish registers for March

If you have any stories or information about the people named in the records, 
which you would like to share with us, please get in touch.

Village groups
Beverley Court 
Brownies 
Christians Together in Clophill 
Clophill Community Care 
Clophill Heritage Trust 
Clophill Parish Action 
Clophill Toddler Group 
Clophill United Charities 
Conservation Group 
Flower Club 
Friends of the Cheshire Home 
Funzone After School Club 
Indoor Carpet Bowls 
Neighbourhood Watch 
Pre-school 
St Mary’s PTA 
Scouts and Cubs 
Tuesday Club 
Village Hall Booking Secretary

Sharon Soper 
https://enquiryym.girlguiding.org.uk 
Fergus Milne 
Duty Contact 
Ali Bradbury 
Ali Bradbury 
Louisa Sherry 
Gillian Hill 
Brian Adams 
Gillian Hill 
Sue Pearson 
Rosemary Ilett 
Tony Meredith 
Mick Everitt 
clophillpreschool@gmail.com 
Charlotte Benjamin 
Ralph Rayner 
Betty Hampson 
Marilyn Browning

860920 
 

860894 
07791 773705 
07894 710001 
07894 710001 

861039 
860539 
862297 
860539 
861110 
860274 
860754 
861049 

07732 872685 
861185 
403956 
860750 

07821 643936

  1914

Marriages 
March 7th Sidney Ernest Odell to  
  Kate Elizabeth Gudgin* 
Burials 
March 14th Mary Elizabeth Horn, 68  
March 16th John Tingey, 80 
March 25th Alice Maud Bushby, 4 mths 
March 26th Doris Rust, 80

  1964

Baptisms 
March 22nd Jayne Patricia Vickers  
Burials 
March 10th Grace Jessica Doggett,73 
* The names Odell and Gudgin are strong Clophill  
   names. There’s probably nobody left with the Gudgin  
   surname, but there may be descendants still living here. 
   In Campton, there’s a retired Anglican priest, whose  
   wife was an Odell born in Clophill. 

ST. MARY’S CHURCH REGISTERS  
FOR JAN/FEB 2014 

Funeral 
January 21st Gloria (Jean) Doggett, 83

  1814

Baptisms 
March 7th William Wilstead, 
  father, miller 
Burials 
March 7th James Bottoms 
March 9th William Parker

  1864

No marriages or baptisms 
Burialss 
March 11th Joseph Sherwin (?) 
March 30th George Games (?)
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What’s on in and around Clophill

Thursday 20th 
A talk about the Clophill Heritage Trust by Ali Bradbury and Richard Hudson.  
St Mary the Virgin Church, Clophill, 7.30am. See this issue for details and ticket price 

Monday 24th 
Presentation Night at The Stone Jug  Join Vikki for a few drinks and nibbles to 
celebrate the pub winning North Beds Pub Of The Year. 7.30pm

Thursday 27th 
Danish Delights cookery demonstration. 11am at 45 High Street, Clophill. 
See this issue for details and ticket price

Saturday 29th 
Vauxhall Male Voice Choir, Parkside Hall, Woburn Street, Ampthill, 2.30pm. 
Tickets £8, on the door

Thursday 8th 
The Art of Body Painting  A talk and live demonstration by Alex Saunders, 7.30pm,  
St Mary the Virgin Church, Clophill. See this issue for details and ticket price 

Saturday 24th 
Clophill Fete, 12pm-4pm, St mary’s Church, Clophill

Every Wednesday 
•	 ‘Tea and Chat’ in Clophill Methodist Church  
 Schoolroom, 10.30am-noon 
•	Celtic Evening Prayer, Clophill Methodist  
 Church, 7.15pm. All are welcome

Every Friday 
•	Clophill Toddler Group  Clophill Village Hall,  
 10am-noon See ‘Village Groups’ for  
 contact details

If you have any diary dates that you would like included on this page,  
please email editorial@clophillspotlight.co.uk
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Gas (Emergency)   0800 111999 
Electricity (Emergency)   0800 7838838 
Emergency Fire/Police/Ambulance   999 
Water/Sewage (Anglian Water)   0845 7145145 
Telephone (Customer Services) 150 (Faults) 151 
Highways Department (Central Bedfordshire Council)   0300 3008049 
Benefits Agency (Bedford office)   01234 361500 
Registrar’s Office (Births/deaths/marriages)   0300 3008089 
Rail  (Bedford) 01234 269686 (Flitwick)  01582 27612 
Buses  01234 262151 (Link A Ride) 01525 840511 (Flittabus)  01582 406561 
Luton Airport   01582 405100 
Swimming  (Flitwick) 01525 717744 (Robinson Pool)  01234 212479

LIBRARIES 
 Bedford    01234 350931 Ampthill  01525 402278 
 Barton      01582 881101 Flitwick  01525 715268

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
Central Beds Offices (Chicksands)   0300 300 8000 
Mid-Beds MP  Nadine Dorries 01462 811992 
Central Bedfordshire Councillors  Michael Blair 01525 404513 
 Paul Duckett 07988 184061 Mark Smith 01525 402560 
Clophill Parish Council  Peter Clarke 01525 861179 
 (Clerk) Mrs Lyn Lyman 01908 584159

HOSPITALS 
Bedford (North & South)  01234 355122 Admissions 01234 261150 
  Appointments 01234 359012 
Luton & Dunstable   0845 1270127

DOCTOR’S CLINICS 
Ampthill (Houghton Close) 0844 8151055 (Oliver Street) 01525 631395 
  (Greensands) 01525 631390 
Shefford Enquiries 01462 818620 Appointments 01462 810034 
Barton     01582 528700  Flitwick 0844 4996928

POLICE  Non Emergency 101 
County Police HQ   01234 841212 
Ampthill Station   101 
Clophill Local Policing Team   01234 842613

CHURCHES 
St Mary’s Parish Church (Gill Jones) 01525 861058 or (Liz Henman) 01525 860108 
St Francis of Assisi Shefford   01462 813436 
Clophill Methodist Church  (Mr Jim Davies) 01525 860829

SCHOOLS 
St Mary’s School, Clophill   01525 860206 
Harlington Upper School, Harlington   01525 755100 
Redborne Upper School, Ampthill   01525 404462 
Robert Bloomfield Middle School, Shefford   01462 628800

Useful numbers
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Call us first for ALL your building works 
and get reliability, quality & sensible prices. 

 
Domestic extensions 

 
Design & build service 

 
General building works, drives, patios 

 
Carpentry, kitchen fitting, wall & floor tiling 

 
Laminate flooring & hardwood flooring 

 
Mini digger and driver hire  

 
Electrical installations including  

Building Regulation part P certification 
 

Roofing repairs carried out 
 

Conservatories, UPVC windows 
 

 ‘BEDFORDSHIRE’S PROFESSIONAL BUILDER’ 
 

01525 872762 / 07850 803021 
email:  psbsltd@btconnect.com 

 
 
 
 

PETER SHARPE 
BUILDING SERVICES LTD 
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Gravenhurst Saddlery 
 

FOR ALL YOUR: 
SADDLERY, RIDING WEAR & COUNTRY CLOTHING. 

HORSE & PET FEEDS DEPARTMENT 
SADDLERY REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE. 

AT 
ION FARM, LOWER GRAVENHURST 

OPEN (MON - SAT 9a.m. - 5.30) TEL: 01525 861687 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

REMEMBER OUR MOTTO 
“A VISIT TO THE JUG IS BETTER THAN GOING TO A PUB” 

CHEERS JOYCE & VIKKI 

The Stone Jug BACK STREET, CLOPHILL 
A Free House Telephone 

01525 
860526 

It’s time to accept the fact that we are in the 21st century. So with this in mind 
we will be moving with the times this year and installing a chip and pin machine 
and joining the world-wide web!  
All in good time though, after all Rome wasn’t built in a day! 
Some things don’t change though – we still offer good quality, fairly priced 
home cooked lunches, a proper pub atmosphere, real ales and dogs welcome. 
So if you haven’t tried us yet make 2013 the year to make that change. 
Once again, thank you for your support 
So for now it’s business as usual……………… 

1 
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Situated around a private lake within 8 acres of Bedfordshire countryside, this 
stunning and peaceful setting is exclusively for cats 

 
Inspection visits most welcome 
Open 7 days a week except Public Holidays 
Highest standard of hygiene & cleanliness observed 
Heated accommodation with large covered external runs 
Shared boarding available to cats from the same household 
All ages of cats welcome 
Collection and delivery service available 
 

Established for over 30 years, the highly competent team of staff at Sealawn look forward to 
welcoming your cat for the ultimate care experience whilst you are away from home 

 
Contact us for a full colour brochure 

Telephone: 01525 860585 
Email: sealawn@btinternet.com 

Visit our website: www.sealawn.com 
 
 

Contact: ANDY WOOD 
150A CLOPHILL ROAD  MAULDEN  BEDFORD  MK45 2AE 

07796 272539  or  01582 536944 



31

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
On the Green beside the Post Office every Friday 

3.30-7.30pm 
We are your local mobile fish and chip van, we have been parked on the 

green every Friday for the past 6 years.   
We serve only the highest quality produce, cooked fresh to order and served 

to you by our friendly staff. 
Why don’t you pop down and come and  

Try Our Fry! 
To avoid waiting in the cold, give us a call to  

place your order on: 07833 786108 
A big thank you to all our customers who have loyally supported us over the 

past couple of years. 
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TREE SURGERY, HEDGE TRIMMING,  
TURFING, FENCE MAINTENANCE,  

DECKING,  PATIO CLEANING 
Qualified, Fully Insured, Competitive Rates 

Free Estimates 

TEL: 01582  518954    MOB: 07828 490360 
Web Site:  www.adaminyourgarden.co.uk 

 

 

HIGH QUALITY CARPET,  
UPHOLSTERY & 

LEATHER CLEANING
 

 

Ring Steve  

01582 882620  
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STUART DREW ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
 

MEMBER OF THE ECA 
PART P CERTIFIED     QUALIFIED TO 17TH EDITION  

 
From extra lights & sockets, to re-wires. Fault finding and electrical safety 

certification. For a professional, courteous service with free estimates & all work 
guaranteed, please call me 

 
Fully qualified & insured 

30 years experience 

 
29 Lincoln Way 
Harlington 
Beds 
LU5 6NG 

 
Telephone: 

01525 875965 
07941 812662 

 

 

   QUALITY RANGE OF HOT & COLD FOOD 
FOR YOU TO ENJOY FROM THE GREEN 
CAFÉ 
            AT CLOPHILL POST OFFICE 

 
DRINKS – Coffees, teas, hot chocolate, soft drinks… 
SNACKS – Soup & roll, Toasties, Jacket Potatoes, Butties, Pasties, Hot Dogs… 
SWEETS – Scones, Muffins, Pastries, ice creams… 
 
Relax & enjoy your food at the Green or Take Away 
Phone in to pre-order for parties, business lunches, office snacks, special occasions 
School Lunchboxes for children by arrangement 
Give us a ring to see if we can meet your needs:- 

01525 860988 
 
 
 

Markham Architectural Salvage 
www.markhamreclaimed.co.uk 

Reclaimed Timber Specialists 
Oak Beams – Doors – Flooring – Bricks 

Bespoke Furniture – Landscaping Materials 
Mirrors – Roofing Materials 

Opening Hours: Monday Friday 9am – 5pm   Saturday 9am – 1pm 

Tel: 01525 876428 or Mobile: 07766 051307 
Upper East End Farm, Goswell End Road, Harlington, Bedfordshire, LU5 6NU 

 5 
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SHEFFORD BUILDING SUPPLIES LTD 
44 HIGH STREET, SHEFFORD, BEDS 

 
 
 
 
Key Cutting           Gas 
Tools            Electrical 
Timber            Plumbing 
Sheet Materials           Sand & Cement 
Gardening           Domestic 
Paint            Ironmongery 
 
 
 
 

 
Tel: 01462 813381 

TRULY AN ALADDIN’S CAVE 
Free delivery 
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Lady Gardener 
Do you need help to keep your garden looking good  

all year round. 
Would you like to plan and plant a new  

or existing border. 
For regular maintenance or a one off visit 

Please phone Julie on 01525 861864 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

R . G . S .  T I L I N G  
B a t h r o o m s ,  K i t c h e n s ,  C o n s e r v a t o r i e s   -   W a l l s  &  F l o o r s  

S p e c i a l i s t  i n  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  c e r a m i c  t i l i n g  
3 0  Y e a r s  e x p e r i e n c e  

Tel: 01525 860849                      Mob: 07900 249810 
Email:  simzie64@hotmail.com 
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AIMS 
Tim Kemp BA FCA  ♦ Professional service providing for 
Top Barn  Rectory Road      all your accounting and tax needs 
Steppingly  MK45 5AT  ♦ Practical advice based on 20 years 
     experience in running businesses 
TEL/FAX : 01525 717141 ♦ Personal approach with fixed fees 
MOBILE  : 07900 823 012     relevant to the work you need 
www.aims.co.uk ♦ Friendly, local accountant support- 
e-mail: timk@aims.co.uk     ing the community for over 20 years 
 
 

Please call for a free, no-obligation initial meeting 
 

ACCOUNTANTS FOR business 
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Established 1901

Auction Every Saturday
Viewing every Friday 8.30am - 8.00pm 
Entries for our weekly sales can include:

Antique & Modern Furniture • Clocks • Books 
Ceramics & Glassware • Pictures & Prints • Bicycles 
Jewellery & Watches • Garage Tools & Equipment  
Household Electrical Items • Timber & Building Materials  
Office Furniture & Equipment • Retail Products & Stock 
Horticultural & Commercial Equipment • Vehicles  
Garden Furniture & Effects • Collectables

COLLECTION SERVICE AVAILABLE
Bedford Auction Centre 26 Newnham Street, Bedford MK40 3JR 

01234 266 366  www.peacockauction.co.uk

2014 123mm x 90mm Parish Ad mono.indd   1 16/01/2014   16:22
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THE COMPUTER MAN 
 

Got a problem with your computer and don’t know what 
to do? Suffering with a virus or spam? 

 
Don’t hesitate! Ring your local computer expert 

Remote repairs or home visits 
(Day, evening & weekend) 

 
Lap top/desk top loan 

(Free pick up & drop off in local area) 
 

Comprehensive health check from £35 (Special Offer £35 - normally £40) 
Refurbished fl at screen available from £15 • Refurbished base units available from £99 

 
Contact Stephen Amos 

07976 718567 
the.computerman@ntlworld.com 
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CTP CONSTRUCTION 
Local Building Company 
Established for over 25 years 

U.K. Trades Approved 
No job too small  -  Competitive prices 

Free estimates given on all Building Work 
Tel: Silsoe  01525 860105 

www.ctpconstruction.co.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
ROGER STOREY  

YOUR LOCAL PAINTER AND DECORATOR 
Friendly and Reliable Service 

Many Years Experience 
Please phone: 01525 861253  or  07800 777615 
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 Foot Health Practitioner 
 

Corns, Hard Skin, Verruca, Fungal Nail Infection,  
In-growing Toe Nails, Diabetic Foot Care, Athlete's Foot,  

Pedicure, General Nail Cutting etc. 
In the comfort of your home or at my clinic 

Ann Gibbons MCFHP. MBAFHP.  
Competitive Rates  

Tel: 01462 813252   Mob: 07872 315763 
Web: www.shamrockclinic.co.uk 

For opening hours and other details please refer to my website 
       
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 Baths, Toilets & 
Showers  

Sinks and Taps 
Guttering 

Leaks and Burst Pipes 
Drainage 

Handyman jobs also 
 

Silsoe based 
No call out fee – free estimates 
Fully insured and guaranteed 

No job too small 
07720 723653   01525 864859 

info@betaplumbing.co.uk 
www.betaplumbing.co.uk 

 
 
 
 

  

Silsoe Newsagency 
24 High Street, Silsoe, Beds. 

Telephone: Silsoe 861522 
 

• NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES 
• FRESH BREAD & DAIRY PRODUCE 
• CONFECTIONARY, TOBACCO 
• CARDS & STATIONERY 
• WINES, BEERS & SPIRITS 
• FRUIT, VEGETABLES & GROCERIES 
• HOUSEHOLD GOODS, DRY CLEANING 
• CASHPOINT MACHINE, PHOTOCOPYING 
• NATIONAL LOTTERY 
• PAYPOINT AGENT 

HOURS OF OPENING  
6.30AM  -  9.00PM  MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
8.00AM  -  9.00PM  SATURDAY 
8.00AM  -  5.00PM  SUNDAY 

All major Credit/Debit Cards accepted 
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Unit 6, Woodside Farm, Clophill Road, Maulden, Beds, MK45 2AE 

 
Feeds for Dogs, Cats, Rabbits, Horses, Ponies, 

Poultry, Goats, Sheep, Birds 
 

Tel:  01525  860150 
 

‘For all creatures great and small 
serving the local community for over 30 years’ 

 
 
 

Chapman & Kirby Heating 

Gas, Plumbing & Heating Installations 

Gas Safe Registered 

Boiler Servicing & Maintenance 

Call us now 

Email: info@chapmanandkirbyheating.co.uk
Tel: 01525 861255  Mob: 07831 132308

 

1C, Old Silsoe Road, Clophill, Beds., MK45 4AR 
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Ampthill and Flitwick 
Physiotherapy Clinic 

 

The very best physiotherapy care from a friendly 
approachable clinic with ten highly trained 

Chartered physiotherapists 
Daytime, Saturday and evening appointments 

We also offer: Reflexlology ~ Pilates ~ Nutrition 
~ Homeopathy ~ Counselling ~ Fitness Training ~ 

 
7 Station Square - Flitwick - Beds - MK45 1 DP 

Telephone: 01525 720882 
Fax 01525 720886 

www.chartered-physiotherapy.co.uk 
 

 

www.insideoutblinds.co.uk 

FREE Quotations and FREE Fitting 
FREE Vibration Sensor (electric awnings) 
GREAT Discounts on quality made to measure 
blinds and shutters  -  FREE advice. 
We are a local business established over 7 years, so why not 
call Bob today for your free quote, and see our full range? 
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SHEFFORD  01462  627002 
www.bathroomvogue.com 

Unit 4A, Shefford Industrial Park, St Francis Way, Shefford SG17 5DZ 
 
 
 
 

• Suppliers of traditional and modern 
equipment 

 
• Working whirlpool & spa baths, power 

& steam shower systems on display 
 
• Over 40 settings on display 
 
• Complete installation service if 

required 
 
• Personal friendly service from a family 

run business 

• Wall and floor tiles 
 
• Accessories 
 
• Mirrors 
 
• Bathroom furniture 
 
• Heated towel rails 
 
• Saunas 
 
• Bathroom cabinets 

EST. 
1989 
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Silsoe Newsagency 
24 High Street, Silsoe, Beds. 

Telephone: Silsoe 861522 
 

• NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES 
• FRESH BREAD & DAIRY PRODUCE 
• CONFECTIONARY, TOBACCO 
• CARDS & STATIONERY 
• WINES, BEERS & SPIRITS 
• FRUIT, VEGETABLES & GROCERIES 
• HOUSEHOLD GOODS, DRY CLEANING 
• CASHPOINT MACHINE, PHOTOCOPYING 
• NATIONAL LOTTERY 
• PAYPOINT AGENT 

HOURS OF OPENING  
6.30AM  -  9.00PM  MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
8.00AM  -  9.00PM  SATURDAY 
8.00AM  -  5.00PM  SUNDAY 

All major Credit/Debit Cards accepted 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Plus...Fresh Bread, Free Range Eggs, Cheese, Homemade Cakes, Jam, Chutney, 

Fruit Juices, Cooking Sauces, Plants, Gifts, Cards & More! 
 
 

LOCAL MEAT FROM LOCAL FARMERS 
West End Farm, London Lane,  

Haynes West End (Left off A6 towards Bedford)  
MK45 3RA Tel: 01234 740300 

Open Tues to Sunday 
 

UNBEATABLE QUALITY 
REASONABLY PRICED 

Woburn Country Foods 
BUTCHERS & FARM SHOP 

Specialists in Bedfordshire Meat 

Local Fresh Fruit & Veg 
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Stephen’s Plants
at Maulden Garden Centre on the A507 bypass (near A6 / Clophill)

Seasonal and hardy plants
Vegetable seeds and plants
Hanging baskets and tubs

plus composts and fertilisers
all with EXPERT ADVICEand a smile

Telephone: 01525 861696

for your

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

THE CAUSEWAY    CLOPHILL  

   TELEPHONE   01525 860339 
 
 The home of 

LYRENSTAN 
STANDARD LONG HAIRED DACHSHUNDS 

 
HEATED KENNELS & CAT CHALETS WITH INDIVIDUAL RUNS 

INSPECTION WELCOME ANYTIME 
 

 1

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Magazine Staff 
 
EDITOR    Helen Gent, 25 Mill Lane              864836 
    E-mail:  clophillspotlight1@hotmail.co.uk 
 
DIARY & SOCIAL EDITOR Sharon Meredith, 23 Cainhoe Road             860759 
 
ADVERTISING MANAGER David Liu, “Glenside”, Great Lane             860381 
    Davidliu58@btinternet.com 
DISTRIBUTION ENQUIRIES Steve Smith               860216 
 
PRODUCTION MANAGER Mike Benson, 72 High Street              860497 
 
TREASURER   Richard Pearson               861110 
 
DELIVERY POINTS FOR COPY 55 High Street   
                   or to the Editors listed above 
 
COPY DEADLINE  20th  OF THE MONTH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
   LOTS OF TOYS, SPACE AND  
   FRIENDS FOR BABIES AND  
   TODDLERS UNDER 3. 
    
   FRIDAYS 10-11.30am at the Village Hall  
   See `Village Groups' for contact name & phone No 

RICHARDSONS 
OF AMPTHILL LTD 

ESTABLISHED 1944 
 

     Y|Çx ]xãxÄÄxÜç     Y|Çx ]xãxÄÄxÜç     Y|Çx ]xãxÄÄxÜç     Y|Çx ]xãxÄÄxÜç    
 

                    TÇà|Öâx VÄÉvTÇà|Öâx VÄÉvTÇà|Öâx VÄÉvTÇà|Öâx VÄÉv~ exáàÉÜtà|ÉÇ~ exáàÉÜtà|ÉÇ~ exáàÉÜtà|ÉÇ~ exáàÉÜtà|ÉÇ    
 

                    ZÉÄw Uâç|Çz VxÇàÜxZÉÄw Uâç|Çz VxÇàÜxZÉÄw Uâç|Çz VxÇàÜxZÉÄw Uâç|Çz VxÇàÜx 
 

The Market House, 6 Church Street, Ampthill, Bedfordshire, MK45 2EH 
Telephone:  01525 403474 

www.richardsonsofampthill.co.uk
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SIMON BISCOE LANDSCAPES 
 

Decking-Fencing-Raised Vegetable Beds-Turfing-Maintenance-Paving-Planting 
Complete Garden Design and Build Service 

 

Tel: 0770 279 1993     email:sblandscapes@live.co.uk 

 

Washing Machines  Dishwashers  Dryers 
Repairs  Servicing  Sales 

 
A local family business offering 

a quality service at a competitive price 
Est. 1981 

 

Tel: CLOPHILL 860148 
or Tim Downing direct on 07969 545 276 

 

A member of the White Goods Trade Association 
Fully Insured 

 SIMON BISCOE LANDSCAPES 
 

Decking-Fencing-Raised Vegetable Beds-Turfing-Maintenance-Paving-Planting 
Complete Garden Design and Build Service 

 

Tel: 0770 279 1993     email:sblandscapes@live.co.uk 
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TREE SURGERY, HEDGE TRIMMING,  
TURFING, FENCE MAINTENANCE,  

DECKING,  PATIO CLEANING 
Qualified, Fully Insured, Competitive Rates 

Free Estimates 

TEL: 01582  518954    MOB: 07828 490360 
Web Site:  www.adaminyourgarden.co.uk 

 

Root n Branch Ad (126x31).pdf   1   14/03/2013   14:15
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MMBB  AACCCCOOUUNNTTIINNGG  SSEERRVVIICCEESS  
accounting solutions for the 

Self–Employed and Small Business  
including 

Bookkeeping ♦  Accounts ♦ Tax returns ♦ Cash flows 
 

For a totally confidential service at very competitive rates contact  
Richard Fairholm  T: 01525 861087 M: 07714189994 E:

 
mbaccounts@btinternet.com 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 Deborah Pedley BSc (Hons) Ost. 
 Registered Osteopath 
  
 The Clophill Centre for 
 Complementary Therapy 
 Clophill Fruit Farm, 

Shefford Road 
Clophill 

 
  To book appointments call:  07969 921112 

OSTEOPATHY 
 

• Cranial & Structural Osteopathy 
• Neck & Low Back Pain 
• Infant Feeding & Sleeping Problems 
• Muscle Tension 
• Sports Injuries 
• Arthritic aches & pains 
• Headaches 
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 Exam techniques and preparation, revision and practice papers. 

Spanish for business or pleasure, all levels. Skills development. 

 Maths all levels: KS1, KS2, KS3; SATs and GCSE practice papers 

CRB certified & references  –     Reasonable rates  
01525 860743  -  07952 667814    

 rincontuition@aol.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

       
 Exam techniques and preparation, revision and practice papers. 

Spanish for business or pleasure, all levels. Skills development. 

 Maths all levels: KS1, KS2, KS3; SATs and GCSE practice papers 

CRB certified & references  –     Reasonable rates  
01525 860743  -  07952 667814    

 rincontuition@aol.com 
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Phone: 07821 643 936
Mail: Clophill.villagehall@gmail.com     Web: www.clophillvillagehall.co.uk
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COSY HOLIDAY COTTAGE IN NORTH NORFOLK 
 
• Available for weeks or weekend breaks 
 
• Sleeps 5 
 
• All modern comforts and amenities 
 
• 7 miles from the coast, in the picturesque 

village of  South Creake 
 

Contact Tim or Nicky Kemp 
On 01525 712285 or visit our website at 
www.cosynorfolkcottage.co.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tel: Darren – 01234 307753   Mob: 07866 699822 
e-mail:  darrenmeyern@googlemail.com 

SPECIALISTS IN KITCHEN  
& BATHROOM FITTING 
FLOOR & WALL TILING 

FREE DESIGN, ADVICE &  
NO OBLIGATION QUOTES 

 

“Our success is your satisfaction” 
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Architectural Services 
Coates Dixon & Mitchell 28

Auctioneers & Valuers 
W&H Peacock 37

Bathroom Services 
Bathroom Vogue 42

Builders & Carpenters 
CTP Construction 38 
McCaffrey Build 49 
Peter Sharpe Building Services 26 
Stuart Benson Building Projects IFC

Building Supplies 
Shefford Building Supplies Ltd 33

Carpet Services 
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 32

Car Services/Repairs 
A&F Motors Ltd  IFC 
Auto Effects Ltd  29 
Mint Alloys 43 
TC Coomber Car Services BC

Chimney Sweep 
Poppins Chimney Sweep 35

Cleaning Services 
Merry Maids IBC

Computer Services 
Compu-Doc 27 
The Computer Man 37 

Electrical Services 
Stuart Drew Electrical Services 32

Equestrian Services 
Gravenhurst Saddlery 27

Financial Services 
AIMS Accountants 36 
ET Accountancy Services 40 
Hills-Howson Financial Services 34 
MB Accounting Services 50

Food Suppliers 
Woburn Country Foods 43

Funeral Services 
AL&G Abbott, Funeral Directors 41 
Neville Funeral Service 47

Garden Services 
Adam in your Garden 48 
Garden Doctor 33 
Garden Services for Mid Beds 50 
Green Thumb Lawn Treatment 42 
Lady Gardener 35 
Root ‘n Branch 48 
Simon Biscoe Landscapes 46 
Stephen’s Plants 44

Health & Beauty 
Ampthill & Flitwick Physiotherapy 40 
Deborah Pedley Osteopathy 50 
Molly Coddle 24 
Neways Independent Distributor 38 
Sarah from Grooms - Mobile hairdressing  35 
Shamrock Clinic - Foot Health 39 
The Clophill Centre 34 
The Tanning Salon  IBC

Home Improvements 
Dome Interiors 51 
Markham Architectural Salvage 32 
RGS Tiling 35 
Roger Storey - Painter & Decorator 38

Jewellers 
Richardsons of Ampthill Ltd 44

Music Lessons 
Susan York Music Tuition 38

Newsagents 
Silsoe Newsagency 39

Nursery Schools 
Clophill PreSchool 29 
Wrest Park Day Nursery - Silsoe 45 

Pest Control 
PPM Limited 36 

Pet Services 
Conifer Kennels & Cattery 44 
For Paws (Dog Training) 28 
Sealawn Boarding Cattery 30

Plumbing & Drainage Services 
Beta Plumbing 39 
Chapman & Kirby Heating 40 
Drain Doctor BC

Post Offices 
Mace Post Office & Stores 31

Print Services 
Ampthill Print Centre IFC

Public Houses 
The Stone Jug 27

Removals & Storage 
Stephens 49

Repair Services 
Tim Downing Repair Services 46

Security Services 
Maximum Security Systems 45

Take-aways 
The Happy Plaice 31

Tuition Services 
Rincon Tuition (Spanish & Maths) 51

Village Hall 
Clophill Village Hall 51

Windows/Replacement 
Andrew Baker Windows 48 
AW Windows 30 
Misty Double Glazing 46

IFC = Inside Front Cover   IBC = Inside Back Cover   BC = Back Cover

Advertisers index

For further information about advertising in Spotlight, 
please contact our Advertising Manager at ads@clophillspotlight.co.uk

Ads from as little as £50 per year

Email ads@clophillspotlight.co.uk for details

Spotlight is now taking quarter-page black and white ads
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The Tanning Station & Pebbles Beauty
• Sunbeds • Facials

• Massage • HD Brows

• Eyelash Extensions • LCN Nail Extensions

• Bio Sculpture • Manicure 

• Pedicure • Hot Stone massage

• Spray Tans • Waxing

• Footcare Specialist • Jessica GELeration

• LVL • Threading

01525 720 095 www.tanningstation.co.uk
2 Steppingley Road, Flitwick, Bedfordshire MK45 1AJ

Opening Times
Monday - Tuesday 09.00 -19.00
Wednesday - Thursday 09.00 -21.00
Friday 09.00 -19.00
Saturday 10.00 -16.00
Sundays & Bank Holidays CLOSED



T.C. COOMBER

AMPTHILL 
01525 406330

UNIT F, AMPTHILL INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, STATION RD, AMPTHILL, MK45 2QY

MOT’S CLASS 4/7
SERVICING & REPAIRS
CAR & COMMERCIAL
TYRES & EXHAUSTS
AIR CONDITIONING
DIAGNOSTIC CODE READINGCollection  

& Delivery 
SERVICE AVAILABLE
Please ask

Locally printed by                    Ampthill | Tel: 01525 300001. www.fidelityprint.co.uk


