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A word from the Editor...
Hellooo

Goodness me, we're into March already. The evenings are getting lighter and
it's gradually getting warmer (well, some days it is!). So what better time to get
out and about and enjoy what Clophill and the local area has to offer?

As you'll see from the Diary page there’s a diverse range of things to see
and do — entertainment courtesy of a male voice choir, a talk on otters,
chance to play croquet plus fun bingo and quiz nights.

And with Easter arriving at the start of next month,
this issue also has details of the Great Clophill
.. Easter Egg Hunt, which looks set to be a

' -‘\-,‘ brilliant community event for all the family.

41) Whatever you do this month, enjoy!

. Toodle-pip until next time!

The magazine staff
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Don’t forget you can now read Spotlight online at

www.clophillspotlight.co.uk




The annual CPA Clophill spring clean
will take place on Saturday March 14
and during the following week.

o Collect litter from a designated area
¢ Wash the white gates and bollards on the A6

Either meet on The Green at 10.30am to choose an area and collect

materials or contact Adrienne Gordon on 860875
" f
CPAI Help to Keep Clophill Clean %1
Chophill Parish Aclion

Lent Lunches

Raffle Y%  Bring & Buy
11th March Corner Cottage, 2 The Slade
18th March Clophill Methodist Church
25th March 72 High Street

12 noon-2pm
fveryone very welcome

For information phone Liz Henman 01525 860108 Please call if you require transport

Donations will go to the homeless charity Emmaus Village in Carlton
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News from Clophill Heritage Trust

The Old Church and Eco Lodges

The photo shows Nadine Dorries, our Mid Bedfordshire MP,
together with trustees Richard Hudson and Ali Bradbury, on
a visit to the Old Church and Eco Lodges on 23 January 2015.
‘Onwards and upwards,” says Nadine as she offers her support
to the Trust to complete the facility, with the possibility of a
visit later in the year from the Minister of Education.

Eco zone and water supply

On site we have our own water abstraction boreholes,
drilled to a depth of 60 metres for our drinking water
supply and 100 metres for ground source for heating

purposes. These were completed at the same time as

the piling works for the lodge foundations.

Thank you to lan Kay from the village who is kindly helping us prepare our ground
source heating solution to integrate with the grid connection, which we hope to
be completed in the next couple of months. We'd like to be part of the current
government’s renewable heat initiative scheme with this eco solution.

All the eco lodges are specified to have underfloor heating from our ground source
heat pump, giving efficient, even warmth throughout.

Coppicing course

On Saturday 21 February we held our first Woodland Skills course at the lodges.
The weather was kind and participants were able to learn the theory and basic
practicalities of coppicing in locally-managed ash and hazel woodland.

Forthcoming courses

¢ A Guided Geology Trail, Friday 20th March, 10am- 2pm The trail will be guided
by Bedford Geology Group. £3 per person ; \

¢ Willow Weaving, Thursday 9th and Friday
10th April, 9.30am-3.30pm The course features
an introduction to Willow Weaving, including the
construction of a set of willow hurdles at the
lodges. £45 per day; £70 if you book for both days
— plus Clophill residents get a further £20 discount
per person. There’s also a kids' ‘willow fun’ session \ =% E
on the 9th, 10am-noon, £5 per person. T Wilow eamg

To book, go to www.ClophillEcoLodges.org.uk or email info@ClophilHeritage.org

Thank you...to Kate Breed for the considerable time and effort she has put into
developing our website. Please take a look — you can find out more on The Old
Church and Eco lodges as well as book courses. www.ClophillEcoLodges.org.uk

Contacts: Ali Bradbury (07894 710001), John Wright (07860 839845)
or Barry Breed (01525 860834)




The Second
Great Clophill

Easter Egg Hunt

Saturday 28 March 10.00 - 1.00

Also on the day, at
* Clophill Village Hall...
« Fun dog show
- Cake competition
» Indoor fayre
« Refreshments available

Egg hunt from 10.00-12.00 with
clues for 2 age ranges, 2 to 5 and
610 9. £2 per child.

Children mist be accompanied by an adult and children’s
safety is the respansibility of parents/guardians.

www.clophillpreschool.co.uk
for more details




What a busy half term we’ve had! Justin visited to play his
African drums and didgeridoos, all the children had a turn and it
gave us a chance to get out our "talking drums’ that we bought
recently. The children have been learning to follow beats and
copy rhythms. We've worked on quiet and loud sounds, fast and
slow, and banging the drum soft and hard. All these types of
listening activities help to develop children’s ears and make them
more practised at discerning different sounds, a useful tool as
they begin to learn their phonics.

We're very proud to now have 29
children on roll, quite an achievement
for our little Preschool — especially
considering the Village Hall is tucked
away up Kiln Lane. It's a true testament
to how much our brilliant parents have
clearly spread the word about us. We
feel there’s no better way for us to be
promoted than by our parents; they're the ones entrusting their
fantastic children to us, they get to see our weird and wonderful
activities from painting real octopuses to make prints from, to
mark making with sticks in the snow and everything in between.

Clophill Easter Egg Hunt, Saturday 28 March, 10am- 1pm, Clophill Village Hall....
At Preschool we love nothing more than meeting new people and making new friends.
Our Preschool is about community, not just our village but bringing people together from
the local area. Last year's Great Easter Egg Hunt was such a such successful day, with lots of
local families turning up, so this year we've decided to do it again — only bigger and better!

Here's what to look forward to...

¢ Easter Egg Hunt Taking place around the rec, the hunt is a great way for families
to spend time together and test each other’s general knowledge.

¢ Fun Dog Show You can enter your dog in as many categories as you like, £1.50 per
class. The show will be judged by Lesley Taggart from ARAS Dog Rescue Centre.

¢ Cake competition Free to enter with three categories available: Classic Victoria
Sponge (20-24cm tin); under-14s (cakes or cupcakes); the Show Stopper Cake.
Judging will be by Anne Grant, President of the local Women’s Institute, and
afterwards we're asking entrants to let us sell off their cakes a slice at a time.

¢ Indoor Fayre Stalls already booked include ones for jam, wine and candles, plus the NCT,
the Messy Church people and the local Toddler group offering face painting and tattoos.

Proceeds from the day will be divided between buying more exciting resources for the
Preschool and ARAS Dog Rescue. It looks to be a great family day out and a brilliant
way to meet up with friends and make new ones — so we really hope you can make it!

Chris & Imogen




by Colin Watt

Ever since William the Conqueror instigated
the Great Survey, which resulted in the
Domesday Book, governments have needed
to carry out surveys to assess the populace
for tax purposes.

In 1925 it was decided to rationalise the
rating system and have one tax to replace the
poor rates, borough rates and general district
rates. This came into force on 1 April 1927
and surveys were carried out to establish the
value of each property in the country.

A valuation officer visited each property and
recorded his findings in a Field Book. The
one for Clophill is kept at the Bedford &
Luton Archives & Record Service along with
a map which shows the location of each
property. This record tells us a lot about living
conditions at the time.

In 1927 there were 209 residential houses,
the majority (135) having two bedrooms

and being either semi-detached or terraced.
They were of the ‘two up, two down’ format
with a kitchen and living room downstairs.
QOutside, there was an earth closet and,
sometimes, a washhouse — with the water
being obtained from a well. The quality of
the housing varied enormously; some were
purpose-built, such as the Forester’s Cottages

Clophill through the years

1925 Rating and Valuation Act

(@ modern Domesday)

(9, 11 & 15 Back Street) which bear the
plague AOF 1882, while many were in
very poor condition. Seventy-five per cent
of houses were rented.

The valuation officer, as well as recording the
details and making valuations, also recorded
personal comments. Some houses he liked

— for Holly Cottage he said “Nice garden.
Very nice.” A lot he didn't like. About April
Cottage he said: “Ought to be destroyed.
Disgraceful. Should be condemned.” Some
cottages, mostly thatched, he described as
‘weekend type’. Of Woodside, 7 Back Street,
he says: “Tenant comes from Finchley. Has
been stung for the rent. Compares it with
London prices and is satisfied.” He was
impressed by a tenant in Jacques Lane who'd
been there for 90 years — her mother having
lived there before for over 90 years.

Twenty two houses only had one bedroom,
while 32 had four. The larger houses, with
four, five or six bedrooms, had piped water
and flushing toilets to a cesspit — though
some still hadn’t got basic services, such as
Clophill Barns (London House) where the
valuation was reduced by 33% “for no
lighting or heating, no railway handy

& general inconvenience”.

Although there was the Water Works at the
east end of the High Street, only eight houses
were recorded as being connected. Drawing
water from a well was the norm. Likewise,
only four houses were recorded as having
electricity, and three had a telephone.

There were 34 premises described as ‘Farm
Buildings’, which usually consisted of barns,
sheds, henhouses and pigsties. The High




Street, before the recent infilling, was much
more open, with 24 of these groups of farm
buildings along the street with surrounding
fields being used for agriculture. The use of
working horses is indicated by the presence of
chaffhouses, food mixing buildings, mealhouses
and stables. Some had mechanised equipment
as there is mention of a 4 h.p. Petrol Engine
& Meal Crusher and a Bentall Grinder with
Massey Harris 4.5 h.p. engine used for
preparing feedstuff for animals. There were
also nine allotments, with large ones (20
acres) at Furze Hill, Back Street, Pine Hill,
Shefford Road and Jacques Lane.

As for the pubs, the Flying Horse was described
as "Gets main road traffic. Has good yard. Gets
Charabanc parties. Mainly weekend trade. Best
pub in village. Take visitors. Caution. Question
of takings? Not so good a house as it used to
be.” The remark about the takings is because
the quantities of draught beer, bottled beer
and spirits seemed on the low side.

The Green Man was said to “Get Luton Police
& Stati Fair once a year.” It sold 1% barrels of
beer, 1 gallon of spirits and 1%2 doz. bottles of

beer a week. This is similar to what the other
pubs claimed but the valuation officer was
obviously suspicious. At the Compasses he
was told “Takings never reckoned up” and at
the Rising Sun “Takings unknown". The Stone
Jug landlord claimed he had “No idea of
takings” and the valuation officer noted “Trade
is probably incorrect. Tenant keeps no books.”

The valuation officer wrote of the Stone
Jug “The House very damp. Living room
floor gone. (Dry rot- no ventilation) Trade
is probably incorrect.”

Buildings that have since disappeared include:
the Church Room, High Street (opposite the
church), which was used for all parish meetings
and for Church of England purposes; the
Reading Room (next to the church), which
housed Clophill Men’s Club; and the National
School. The school was opened in 1872 for
233 pupils but had an average attendance

in 1926 of 142. It was demolished after St
Mary’s school was built in 1973.

So the survey, like the Domesday Book, gives
a picture of how things were in the past.

Find out more about Clophill’s history at www.clophillhistory.org.uk

Wildlife
walks & talks

Otters

Monday 16 March, 7.45pm, Maulden Church Hall

Local mammal expert Richard Lawrence will be talking about
this elusive aquatic county resident. £2 per adult

Open to all. No need to reserve a place - just turn up!

For additional information please email flitvale.info@gmail.com
or ring Ann on 07890 347327 after 6pm or at weekends

£2 per adult (includes hot drink and biscuits)




An Afternoon “In Concert”

with the

Vauxhall Male Voice Choir

PLUS
Special Local Guest Artiste

Kerry Watson

(Soprano) Tickets
£8.00

Parkside Hall

Woburn Street, Ampthill, Beds MK45 2HX

Saturday 28 March 2015 2:30pm
(doors open 2:00pm)

Refreshments included during interval

Tickets available from Ken Jones 01525-753110 or
Brian Matthews 01525-841077 or on the door

Choir Website: www.vmvc.org




St Mary’s School News

Our value for March is LOUB

We'll explore the real meaning of love and how you should show love for others by caring, respect
and kindness. The children will be encouraged to demonstrate love through kind words and deeds
and plenty of smiles. Mothering Sunday is in March and we'll be considering our mothers; their
love for us and ours for them. Our message will be that from a feeling of love comes happiness.

Toy & book sale fund-raiser School Council were very proactive in February and arranged a 'nearly
new toy and book sale’ raising £55. Parents gave generously and it turned into a very successful event
which the children ran themselves.

Movie night The Friends of St Mary’s organised a Movie Night after school and the children were
able to choose to watch either The Lego Movie or How to Train a Dragon. The PTA served hot dogs
and other goodies and the children had a thoroughly fabulous evening. Thank you to The Friends
of St Mary’s for all their hard work — again!

Lent concert Our Lent Concert in school will be held on 16 March at 10.15am and 17 and 18
March at 2pm. The performance on the 16th is for families who'd like to bring their younger child
and also grandparents. Tickets cost £5, available in advance. This year we're raising money for
Cystic Fibrosis, and Liam Kirby, a former pupil who suffers with this disease, has kindly offered to
come into school to talk about how CF affects people’s lives.

Acorn Nursery News

We'd like to say a belated ‘Hello’ to Joshua E, Joshua T, Elizabeth,
Cooper and Eva and hope they enjoy their time with us.

Our value this half term is Love.
We're continuing our theme of ‘Going on a Bear Hunt' — when celebrating
Chinese New Year we looked at Panda Bears and made Panda shakers.
We did a dragon dance too! We're looking forward to making Mothering
Sunday cards and Easter goodies and finishing our theme with a Teddy Bears Picnic.

Mrs K. Bingley, Headteacher

Admissions for September 2015
¢ 16 January 2015 to 30 April Late applications received during these dates will
be processed in the late allocation round.
¢ 30 April 2015 Parent/carers who are declining the place offered or wish to change their
preferences need to submit a change of preference form by this date to be considered in
the late allocation round.
¢ 8June 2015 Late allocation round offer day — decision letters posted out via a 2nd class
post, so will arrive a few days later.
¢ During June 2015 Late applications received after 30 April will be processed during this month.

To apply online go to www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/onlineadmissions
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Christine’s quick ‘'n’ easy recipe

Pasta with Spring Vegetables ¥

i
g

INGREDIENTS Serves 4

¢ 50g of butter ¢ 1 unwaxed lemon

e 1 crushed clove of garlic * extra virgin olive oil

¢ 200g British asparagus ¢ salt & freshly ground pepper

® 250g of peas (fresh or frozen) ¢ freshly grated parmesan

¢ 100g baby leaf spinach ¢ 1 bunch chopped mixed fresh herbs —
¢ 450g of tagliatelle mint, parsley, basil

1. Bring to the boil a large pan of salted water.
2. Prepare the asparagus by discarding the tough N
parts and cutting into short pieces. \N

3. Pod the peas if using fresh. \\

4. Gently heat the butter and a splash of olive oil in a \§
large frying pan then add in the crushed garlic and fry N
gently for about 1 minute.

5. Add in all the fresh vegetables, toss in the butter for 2 . . ‘
minutes then add in a soup ladle of hot water and cook
for another 5 minutes (or until cooked to your liking). ‘

6. In the meantime, cook your pasta in the boiling water )

following the instructions on the packet. The pasta should \

be cooked but still have a ‘bite’ to it.
Christine Fellini runs Italian cookery classes at Casa Fellini www.casafellini.co.uk

7. Drain the pasta and add it to the vegetables.

8. Add in the zest and juice of the lemon plus the chopped
herbs and mix well together.

9. Serve with freshly grated parmesan.

-

Fancy an ad in Spotlight?

You can advertise for as little as £50 a year!

Email ads@clophillspotlight.co.uk




Clophill & District Flower Club ;*}

-

f L4 e 3
-

Thank goodness the snow melted on 5 February in time to allow Alan Smith to come
safely from Ipswich to bring us his demonstration ‘Spring Symphony’. Despite freezing
temperatures the hall was packed with club members and visitors and we were treated
to a very good show.

Alan filled the stage with large arrangements displayed mostly on special metal stands
that could be used either horizontally or vertically. Each design had beautiful flowers
accompanied by lots of garden foliage which, because Alan lives in a gardenless flat,
was acquired from ‘lovely ladies’ he knew who were happy to let him prune their
gardens. Some foliage had also been acquired from municipal areas in the dead of
night — but that's another story!

Alan peppered his demonstration with lots of jokes and funny anecdotes which kept
us smiling all evening and we were sorry when it all came to a close.

Another high point of the evening was the presentation by our Chairman of a cheque
for £1,000 to Carers in Bedfordshire (our chosen charity for 2014), all achieved with
funds raised from our monthly bric-a-brac table, our plant stall at the Methodist Church
Fete and weddings. Well done everyone. Helen Satterthwaite came to receive the cheque
and explained to us that they have over 1,000 or so carers under their umbrella — a great
proportion of which are aged between 11 and 20. They even had one who was 94. Being
able to arrange days out for them or introducing younger carers to others in their age
group was a considerable comfort and benefit all round to
everyone dealing with sick or infirm relatives on a daily basis.

Joan Palmer, Club Secretary

On April 2 our popular ‘Dabble Evening’ returns
when ladies can try their hand at something new.

Croquet at Wrest Park, Silsoe
Social Day, April 14

The croquet season gets underway in April with a social day
on April 14 at the new lawns adjacent to the football/cricket
ground at Wrest Park. Four lawns are now
available and anyone interested in playing (or
learning to play) is welcome to come along.

Club members play socially and there are
league matches throughout the summer.

For more information, phone Keith Palmer on 01525 860724

"



St Mary’s Church, Clophill

‘Murder Now and Then’
by Diaha Jackson

T hursdav 9" April

7.30pm in the Church

A talk by Diaha Jackson

An author who lives in Clophill

Tickets £5

—including refreshments

Further information from

Heather 860548 or Christine 860912




Let’s talk about...stamp duty

with Sally Cobban

It's often at this time of year that people
think more about doing things with
their houses or moving. Stamp duty has
recently changed so | thought I'd set out
the differences so that you know the
costs of moving.

Under the old rules, Stamp Duty charged
successively higher rates on the whole of
the purchase price. For this reason, it was
often criticised as a 'slab tax'. Its structure
meant there were sudden increases in
stamp duty, when the price went above
the next threshold.

For example, someone buying a home
for £250,000 would have paid £2,500,
or 1%, in stamp duty. But if the price was
£1 more, they would have paid an extra
£5,000, as they then paid 3% on the
whole purchase price.

The new system came in from midnight

on 3rd December 2014. The new rates of
stamp duty will only apply to the amount
of the purchase price that falls within the

particular duty band, making it more
like income tax.

In other words, someone buying a house
for £200,000 will pay nothing on the

first £125,000, and then 2% of the next
£75,000, giving them a bill of £1,500.
Previously they would have paid 1% on
the total purchase price, giving them a bill
of £2,000. So although the percentage
rates appear higher in some cases, the
overall charge will mostly be lower.

The new rates will be

e Up to £125,000 0%
e £125,001 to £250,000 2%
e £250,001 to £925,000 5%
e £925,001 to £1.5m 10%
e Above £1.5m 12%

Someone buying a family home for an
average price in England and Wales will
now pay £4,500 less in stamp duty.

The new system will also smooth out
the steps — or sudden jumps — in existing
stamp duty thresholds.

| hope you've found this helpful this month and as usual please do get in touch

with any questions. I'm at sally@sjtax.co.uk or call me on 07899 808592




réh, Clophill

Climb the tower
Learn our history
Savour spectacular views

oW Of: ) _b""bookings ‘ *Max. group size 8

Tours are availablé@am and 2pm, daily Adults £3

- S Children £2
phillheritage.org

--‘ : r P o
-~ ﬂ'%gpg on sité PleaseWalkiifyou are able.
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St Mary'’s Church Clophill

Traditional Church Fete and Village Event
Saturday 16 May, Noon-4pm

We're holding another Fete and Village Event on 16 May in the grounds of St Mary’s
Church. Our aim is to organise a Fete for the enjoyment of all ages and to involve as
many organisations and individuals as possible. We want to provide the opportunity for
all to promote their organisation and to raise money for their own cause. This year we're
planning to extend the attractions to entertain the children and inform the grown-ups.
The Greensand Community Choir, Shefford Majorettes and St Mary’s School Maypole
dancing team will all be performing during the afternoon. We hope everyone will be
supporting this popular event.

Gill Jones & Carolyn Cranswick  For further information phone 01525 861058

Bingo Night

Saturday 18 April, Silsoe Village Hall

Doors open at 7.30pm, Eyes down at 8pm sharp

Drinks/snacks available at the bar
(All drinks to be purchased at the bar)

Prizes Galore!!!

Free Entry/£5 per book This event is to raise funds for an expedition to Borneo
in aid of helping local people of the Sabah region and the village of Tenom.

Collectors’ Items

While clearing Elaine Goodall's house in Cainhoe Rd, the following items
were found which may be of interest to a collector:-

e About 70 packs of playing cards from various countries;
good condition, many unopened.
* Twickenham rugby programmes from the 1970s;
some international, mainly Sevens.
¢ About 80 bookmarks in various materials

If you, or anyone you know, are interested in any of these items, please contact lan Gordon
on 860 875. Donations to help offset her care costs would be gratefully received.
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YOUR VILLAGE, YOUR FUTURE
What sort of place will YOUR

Clophill be 15 years from now?

WE WANT YOU TO DECIDE!

Clophill now has a once-in-a-generation chance
to produce its own plan to say how the village will
change over the next 15 years.

Come along to a Discussion Event at
the Village Hall on Friday 13 March 7pm-9pm
or Saturday 14 March noon-2pm
and find out more.

The Neighbourhood Plan is your chance to shape the future of Clophill. New planning
powers handed to the Parish Council by Parliament give local people a say on what
happens over the next 15 years.

‘What power will this give us?’

The Neighbourhood Plan will provide some of the important policies that future
planning applications — of all kinds — will be judged against. Therefore it's a document
that will have a major say on whether applications in the parish are approved or refused.
And that power is in the villager's hands. This has never been the case before, so this

is genuinely ground breaking.

‘Doesn’t Central Bedfordshire Council produce this plan?’

Up until recently they were the only ones permitted to produce a plan. But the Coalition
Government's ‘localism’ agenda has passed the power on local matters to local people.
The CBC’s plan will still be important in setting the high level planning policies but most
decisions, including potentially the total amount of houses to be built in and around
Clophill, can now be made locally.

’So what can our Neighbourhood Plan cover?’

This is largely up to you. The Parish Council has come up with a list of issues it considers
to be important, including:

¢ Housing — the amount, location and type of housing

¢ Employment — how best to bring new businesses to Clophill



¢ Retail — the need for shops and how to maintain the vitality of our existing shops
¢ Transport — how to minimise congestion and how to link with other local transport hubs
¢ Parking — how to alleviate parking problems around the village green and elsewhere
¢ Energy - ways to maximise on-site energy generation by renewable sources
¢ Education — how to address the lack of spaces at our existing primary school
¢ Health - looking at the need for and ways to provide GP/Dental services in the village
¢ Tourism, Arts and Culture — how to maximise the heritage offer of our village
and its facilities
¢ Environment and Recreation — improving green open spaces/paths and
play/youth facilities

These are just ideas — ultimately what the Neighbourhood Plan covers is up to you.

‘How can we get involved?’

This is not the Parish Council’s plan; it's the community’s plan. Without the involvement

of residents, businesses, community groups, landowners, etc we have no Neighbourhood
Plan. We need your help. Please see http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/planning/
strategic-planning/neighbourhood-plans.aspx or http://clophillparishcouncil.
bedsparishes.gov.uk/al4776073-4776083 for more information.

The discussion events at the Village Hall will tell you more about the Neighbourhood
Plan and how you can get involved. It will also be an opportunity for you to ask any
guestions you may have and to register your interest in getting involved. Don’t worry,
this won't take up vast amounts of your time, but it will give you a chance to shape the
issues you feel passionate about in Clophill. Other parishes and towns across the country
are doing this in their communities and are finding out that it can be a lot of fun!

Email: Clophillneighbourhoodplan@gmail.com

AGM and Talks from Society Members
Monday 13 April

A short AGM followed by talks from society members with updates
of work carried out during the year

Flitwick Library Lecture Theatre, 7.30pm for 7.45 pm
£2 for members and £2.50 for visitors, payable on the door

For further details contact Clive Makin on 01582 655785
or clive.makin@ntlworld.com, www.adalhs.org.uk

Ampthill & District Archaeological & Local History Society
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Clophill Parish Council

Notes from the Annual Parish Council meeting held on 27 January and 24 February 2015

Readers are reminded that this is a resume only of the meeting. The parish council
minutes are published and can be found on the internet after they are authorised
(approximately five weeks after the relevant meeting).

Public Question Time

The leaders of the St Mary’s School football teams attended and explained their need for
the use of the playing fields for their senior team. Currently, the playing surface at the
school isn't in a good state and the size is restrictive for the older pupils. It was agreed by
the Council that, subject to them conferring with the other teams who currently use the
Playing Field to avoid clashes, they welcome the additional use of these public facilities.

Police Report

At January's meeting, the Council were updated on the crime statistics for November/
December by our local PCSO. It was noted that overall the figures were fairly flat versus
the same period last year.

At the February meeting, the council received a report from Bedfordshire Police regarding
crime within the village. Of real concern were three incidents — the burglary and theft
from a house within the village; an attempted burglary where offenders were disturbed
trying to break into another house; and a garage break-in. One of the houses in question
wasn't in a remote location but right on the High Street.

The message as always is, keep your home, garage and vehicles secure, and report any
suspicious behaviour to police. If you require crime prevention advice, you can get it free
from Bedfordshire Police; they can help with everything from home security to advising
about burglar alarms.

Parish Council Vacancy

It was accepted that, as we're now within three months from electing a new Council,

the vacancy wouldn't be filled, but anyone showing an interest would be encouraged to
attend the remaining meetings to get a flavour of how the council works. And if you'd
like to talk to someone about the work and what’s involved, you can contact Peter Clarke
or the parish clerk Lyn Lyman - their numbers are on the ‘Useful numbers’ page.

Litter

The Council still has a vacancy for a person to litter pick following Mr Caton’s retirement
from this post. It involves approximately three hours per week. Anyone interested should
please contact the Council Clerk, Mrs Lyman, on 01908 584159.

Old Bridge at the Green

The redundant bridge has now been removed by Amey, finally completing the project
which was one of the highest requests made when the Village Plan was developed. With
the other planting and work around the bridge we now have an area that the village can
be proud of. Congratulations and thank you to all the people who have participated in
helping the Parish Council to achieve this outcome.
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Village Hall Fence
The Parish Council have agreed to contribute 50% of the costs to fencing required
at the Hall, with the Village Hall committee covering the remainder.

Salt Bins

Two further salt bins have been acquired and positioned, one at the junction of the
Causeway/High Street and the other at the junction of Jacques Lane/High Street. Both
have been positioned on Highways land with their permission, and the salt is for use on
the footpaths or highway. The salt is not for use on private driveways or property — to
do so would be committing an offence.

After the new grit bin was positioned at the junction of The Causeway and the High
Street, it was then moved by persons unknown and placed in the centre island, ruining
the newly planted bulbs bought for the village. At a cost to the village, arrangements
are in hand to put the bin back in the original position.

Planning - January and February 2015

CB/15/00419/FULL
Location: 5 Hawthorne Close, Clophill
Proposal: This application is for the conversion of a garage to include living

accommodation. The parish council doesn‘t object to this application
provided that if approval is given it will be on the understanding that
the new proposal will be ancillary to the existing house and can't be

sold as a separate dwelling. SUPPORT
CB/TCA/14/00450
Location: 2 Hawthorne Close, Clophill
Proposal: Application to prune trees. This is essential work to prune trees near
the highway. The council supports this application. SUPPORT
CB/1404393/Full
Location: Brickwall Farm, Kiln Lane, Clophill
Proposal: This application is for the conversion of a garage to a detached
dwelling. The premises in question are outside the village settlement
envelope and in these circumstances the Parish Council objects to
the proposal. OBJECT
CB/14/04775/MW
Location: Cainhoe Quarry, Amptill Road, Clophill (A507)
Proposal: Application for the continuation of sand extraction, recycling of

inert material and restoration of the site by land filling.
In the past there have been numerous complaints received about
the working of this site. It's interesting to note within this application




Clophill Parish Council

Continued
the measures that have already been taken to reduce the main causes
of complaint, that being dust from the crushing plant, noise and the
mud and debris being carried onto the highway. Whilst the work done
hasn't eliminated all of the problems it has certainly reduced causes.
In addition, the land fill will be achieved with inert material and not
rubbish from other areas of the country. The quarry is regularly
monitored and this will continue throughout its working life. In the
circumstances the council doesn’t object to the proposals. SUPPORT

CB/14/04827/Full

Location: 1 & 2 Northfield Cottages, Great Lane, Clophill

Proposal: Conversion of two cottages to four dwellings. The site of these
dwellings is outside the village settlement area. The council recently
supported an application for the alteration of one of the dwellings to
make it a more habitable place for a family. This application seeks to
create two further dwellings and, if agreed, would set a precedent for
other such properties, wishing to do the same. OBJECT

CB/14/04924/Full

Location: 5A Back Street, Clophill

Proposal: Extension to ground and lower-ground floor. Erection of a porch. The
council is concerned about the overall impact of increasing the size of
this property but takes note that the proposal, if agreed, won't alter
the street scene. SUPPORT

CB/15/00077/Full

Location: 7 Goodwood Close, Clophill

Proposal: Some villagers have raised concerns about the size and development

of this property but it's noted that most of the material alterations have
previously been approved by CBC and the parishioners have been
informed accordingly. One point queried with the planning authority

is the height of the dormer windows but this is a matter for that
reviewing department. SUPPORT

Neighbourhood Plans

A grant has been obtained by the Council to help with costs of developing a
Neighbourhood Plan. Work has started in earnest and will in due course involve
reaching out to all areas of the community to seek views on how we want our village
to develop (see this issue for details).

Speed Signs

In order to improve the safety of vehicles leaving the Pine View site, highways have
decided to extend the 40mph speed restriction on the A507 from the roundabout
on the A6 towards Ampthill to the western side of Pine View.
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The Lakes Site

At a special meeting of the parish council on 19th February, the lakes site and the recent
purchase of the area by Gallagher’s was discussed. Gallagher’s would like to include the
parish council in any talks with CBC regarding this land. The parish council agreed, and
passed a resolution as follows. ‘The parish council has a goal of bringing The Lakes Site into
public ownership. The parish council understands that to achieve this aim some development
may be necessary’. The parish council won't be part of any negotiation with planners.
Planning authority isn't within the gift of the parish council but we do want to know what
the intentions of the new owners are and if need be put on alert to try and influence any
development. The Parish Council has been made aware that the firm has entered the site
for consideration by CBC in the recent call for housing development. No actual plans have
been submitted for consideration, only that Gallagher have registered an interest.

The next Parish Council meeting will take place in the village hall at 7.45pm

on Tuesday 31st March 2015, with a surgery at 7.30pm

Parish registers for March

1815 1915

Baptisms Baptisms

March 1 Charles Chipperfield, March 7 Elsie (?) Sheppard
father, farmer March 12 Ronald (?) Grummitt

March 5 Mary (?) Marriages

March 26 (?) Neal March 20 George King, 20,
Mary Lincoln private soldier to
Sarah Maddams Susan Webb, 22
Maria Smart (?) Burials

Marriages March 23 George Simpson, 83,

Undated William Field to Ampthill Workhouse
Elizabeth Ansell 1965

1865 Marriages

Baptisms March 27 David Waller, 23,

March 5 William Bowler computer programmer

Marriages to (?) Powell

March 19 Edward Page, 26, widower ,

| to Charlotte Sharman (7, 32 S MARY'S CHURCH REGISTERS

Burials Funeral

March? Thomas Bonner (?), 32 February 2 Hubert Geoffrey Berrington,

March 24 Sophia (?) Grummitt, infant 90, formerly of Readshill

If you have any stories or information about the people named in the records,
which you’d like to share with us, please get in touch.
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What's on in and around Clophill
U Eriday 13th
Clophill Neighbourhood Plan meeting 7pm-9pm, Clophill Village Hall.
See this issue for details

B

-
-
-

‘ﬂ Saturday 14th
Clophill Spring Clean 10.30am, The Green, Clophill. See this issue for details
Saturday 14th
5 Clophill Neighbourhood Plan meeting 12-2pm, Clophill Village Hall.
n<: See this issue for details
\
S Monday 16th
A talk on Otters 7.45pm, Maulden Church Hall. See this issue for details
Saturday 28th

Vauxhall Male Voice Choir 2.30pm, Parkside Hall, Woburn Street, Ampthill.
See this issue for ticket details

Saturday 28th
The Great Clophill Easter Egg Hunt 10am-1pm. See this issue for full details

-
-
-

2

-
-

Thursday 9th
Murder Now and Then A talk by local author Diana Jackson, 7.30pm,
St Mary’s Church. See this issue for ticket details

Monday 13th

B &

§' Ampthill and District Archaeological and Local History Society talk
% 7.30pm, Lecture Theatre, Flitwick Library. See this issue for full details
\
Tuesday 14th
Croquet at Wrest Park See this issue for more information
Saturday 18th
Bingo Night 7.30pm, Silsoe Village Hall.
& Saturday 9th
E Quiz Night 7pm for 7.30pm start, Clophill Village Hall
\
= Saturday 16th

Clophill Fete 12-4pm, in the grounds of St Mary’s Church, Clophill.

On throughout the month... Fridays.. .

¢ Clophill Toddler Group Clophill Village Hall,
Tuesdays... , , 10am-noon See Village Groups' for contact details
e Crafty Pastimes Clophill Methodist Church One Saturday a month...

School Room, 2pm-4pm. Bring along your knitting, * Messy Church Clophill Methodist Church
sewing, tapestry, sketching or whatever Crafty 4pm-6pm, 14 March; 18 April; 16 May; '

Pastime you have. £1 donation, includes hot drink . . . .
and biscuits. See ‘Village Groups' for contact details. %91 J,\?gvee’rg]ﬁejﬁ l%é%eii%ﬁ%?r?e&lIlg)g(ejcctrc‘)a?te "
Wednesdays... . . activities, worship and a meal for all the family.
¢ ‘Tea and Chat' in Clophill Methodist Church  No fixed charge, donations welcome to cover
Schoolroom, 10.30am-noon costs, children must be accompanied by an

¢ Zumba Toning 8pm-9pm, Clophill Village Hall  adult. See ‘Village Groups' for contact details.

If you have any diary dates that you would like included on this page,
please email clophillspotlight1@hotmail.co.uk




Useful numbers

Gas (Emergency)

0800 111999

Electricity (Emergency) 0800 7838838
Emergency Fire/Police/Ambulance 999
Water/Sewage (Anglian Water) 0845 7145145
Telephone (Customer Services) 150  (Faults) 151
Highways Department (Central Bedfordshire Council) 0300 3008049
Benefits Agency (Bedford office) 01234 361500
Registrar’s Office (Births/deaths/marriages) 0300 3008089
Rail (Enquiries) 0845 7484950
Buses 01234 262151 (Link A Ride) 01525 840511  (Flittabus) 01582 406561
Luton Airport 01582 405100
Swimming (Flitwick) 01525 717744 (Robinson Pool) 01234 212479
LIBRARIES
Bedford 01234350931 Ampthill 01525 402278
Barton 01582881101  Flitwick 01525 715268
LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Central Beds Offices (Chicksands) 0300 300 8000
Mid-Beds MP Nadine Dorries 01462 811992
Central Bedfordshire Councillors Michael Blair 01525 404513
Paul Duckett 07988 184061  Mark Smith 01525 402560
Clophill Parish Council Peter Clarke 01525861179
(Clerk)  Mrs Lyn Lyman 01908 584159
HOSPITALS
Bedford (North & South) 01234 355122  Admissions 01234 261150
Appointments 01234 359012
Luton & Dunstable 0845 1270127
DOCTOR'S CLINICS
Ampthill (Houghton Close) 0844 8151055 (Oliver Street) 01525 631395
(Greensands) 01525 631390
Shefford Enquiries 01462 818620  Appointments 01462 810034
Barton 01582 528700 Flitwick 01525 715300
POLICE Non Emergency 101
County Police HQ 01234 841212
Ampthill Station 101
Clophill Local Policing Team 01234 842613
CHURCHES
St Mary'’s Parish Church (Gill Jones) 01525 861058  or (LizHenman) 01525 860108
St Francis of Assisi Shefford 01462 813436
Clophill Methodist Church (Mr Jim Davies) 01525 860829
SCHOOLS
Clophill St Mary's C of E Lower School & Nursery (Headteacher Mrs K Bingley) 01525 860206
Harlington Upper School, Harlington 01525 755100
Redborne Upper School, Ampthill 01525 404462

Robert Bloomfield Middle School, Shefford
23
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Village groups

Beverley Court

Boxing Club

Brownies

Christians Together in Clophill
Clophill Community Care
Clophill Heritage Trust
Clophill Parish Action

Clophill St Mary’s C of E Lower School & Nursery
Clophill Toddler Group
Clophill United Charities
Conservation Group

Crafty Pastimes

Flower Club

Friends of the Cheshire Home
Funzone After School Club
Indoor Carpet Bowls

Messy Church

Pre-school

St Mary’s PTA

Scouts and Cubs

Tuesday Club

Village Hall Booking Secretary

Sharon Soper 860920
Loraine Freeman 07714 014484
https://enquiryym.girlguiding.org.uk

Fergus Milne 860894
Duty Contact 07791 773705
Ali Bradbury 07894 710001
Ali Bradbury 07894 710001
Sharon Kempson 860206
Emma Topliff 07921 810424
Gillian Hill 860539
Brian Adams 862297
Anita Errick 860695
Gillian Hill 860539
Sue Pearson 861110
Rosemary llett 860274
Tony Meredith 860754
Victoria Higgins 07920 568861
victoriajhiggins@hotmail.co.uk
clophillpreschool@gmail.com 07732 872685
Lindsey Jones 07879 430956
Ralph Rayner 403956
Betty Hampson 860750

Marilyn Browning 07821 643936

CLOPHILL
TODDLER
GROUP

Understanding the importance of a child’s play

LOTS OF TOYS, SPACE AND FRIENDS

FOR BABIES AND TODDLERS UNDER 3

FRIDAYS 10.00 — 12.00 at the Village Hall ‘
See ‘Village Groups’ for contact details -.

Telephone
01525
860526

(see our Facebook page for details)

¢ home-cooked lunches Tues-Sat, 12pm-2pm

www.stonejug.co.uk

The Stone Jug

We're now about as technical as Vikki can cope with — chip & pin and our very own website
and Facebook page. You can expect more cheerful bar staff in 2015 due to Bionic Bob’s new
hip! Other than that, we're still a quality ‘boozer’, as my late dad would‘ve said.

¢ 5 real ales, including 2 guest pumps that change frequently
« selection of wines and Prosecco by the glass — or even better, by the bottle
REMEMBER OUR MOTTO

“A VISIT TO THE JUG IS BETTER THAN GOING TO A PUB”
CHEERS JOYCE & VIKKI

A Free House
BACK STREET, CLOPHILL

www.facebook.com/thestonejugclophill




;Fa%_;‘g PETER SHARPE
==BS°" BUILDING SERVICES LTD

Call us first for ALL your building works
and get reliability, quality & sensible prices.

Domestic extensions
Design & build service
General building works, drives, patios
Carpentry, kitchen fitting, wall & floor tiling
Laminate flooring & hardwood flooring
Mini digger and driver hire

Electrical installations including
Building Regulation part P certification

Roofing repairs carried out
Conservatories, UPVC windows

‘BEDFORDSHIRE’S PROFESSIONAL BUILDER’

01525 872762 / 07850 803021

email: psbsltd@btconnect.com
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AL&GABBOTT

Funeral Directors

~ Established 1832

WITHYOU WHEN IT MATTERS MOST

An independent family business continuing to
provide a caring & professional service to Bedford,
Kempston
& the surrounding villages.

* 24 Hour Personal Service ¢ Pre-Paid Funeral Plans
* Private Chapels of Rest ¢ Green Burials

* Home Arrangements » Civil Services Available

. 4 ) Asso, ]
X R
h TRADING
STANDARDS
\ A APPROVED
A\oneral mﬁd\g E sl:ﬂ.fu.rdsl'flrl:

T 01234 843222

www.abbott-funerals.couk  support@abbott-funerals.co.uk
150 BEDFORD ROAD, KEMPSTON, BEDFORDSHIRE, MK42 8BH
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Tomkinson’s Stained Glass Ltd

is looking to purchase antique stained glass windows, in any condition.

Contact Stephen Tomkinson on 01525 838479 or 07831 861641
or email stainedglass@talktalk.net ~www.vitraux.co.uk

Compu-Doc -,

Sick PC or laptop?
Call the Doc for - i

Hardware & software

Diagnosis & treatment

01525-402227 John.stafford @compu-doc.co.uk

“Treating local computers since 2000!”

Helping Hands

The Home Care Specialists

Do you need a Helping Hand?

: Our local care team has been
Est.1989 _ = providing award winning quality
= > homecare since 1989.

A family run company we offer you a
one-to-one 24 hour live in care service
that enables you or your loved one

to remain at home with compassion
and dignity by assisting with: personal
care, companionship, errands and
housekeeping.

So if you are looking for an alternative
to residential care or as a short term
answer whilst recovering from illness or
operation - then we’re here to help.

To find out how we can help you,
ETesgESevRil () Al call: 0808 180 1017 or

DEMENTIA o .
GAPE AVAEDS visit: www.helpinghands.co.uk
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Work Hard. Have fun. Get fit!

Military style outdoor bootcamps

Mobile Personal Training
Call Sam - 07809557291

Mobile Sports Massage
Call Tisha - 07955737777

info@fullbottlefitness.co.uk
www.fullbottlefitness.co.uk &

~C A X

*

E . iting local ;
“ . th an exciting Cho,,-
\ <\n9 Wi

Come along to your local community choir, ¥
for men and women of all singing abilities!
Mondays, 8.00-9.30 pm at St. Mary's Church, Clophill.

Come and sing with an exciting new local choir led by a professional musical director
Uplifting music in a variety of styles: musicals, classic pop, folksongs, sacred and world music
Welcoming singers of all abilities - no audition, no need to read music!

New members - come along any time for a free taster

Enquiries to:
w greensandcommunitychoir@gmail.com

or ring Luke on: 01525 838199




TREE SERVICES

@ l'ully qualified and insured
@ Large or small trees
® All aspects of tree work undertaken

Hedge trimmi
® Hedge trimming el g,
® I'rece quotes D aman 7,

Michael Martin

t: 01525 860771 »
m: 07598 767753 ee Gor<
e: mmtreeservices@outlook.com

':'.': DANIEL

' 'I DESIGN & BUILD LTD
Matthew Dibden

- Architectural Design
- Planning Applications
- Building Regs

office: 01525 860186

Mobile: 07972 197754
mai: matt@daniel-design.co.uk

www.daniel-design.co.uk




DAVID JAMES KITCHENS

Luxury Handcrafted Kitchens O 01525 864921

eet | Clophill | Bedfordshire | MK45 4AB

gmail.com | www.davidjameskitchens.net

2The
T: 01525 864921 |

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN
AND SURVEYING SERVICES

Professional architectural design services provided | -
for all types of private residential building projects !
with all necessary council approvals obtained

We offer a free initial consultation/home visit where we provide project-
specific guidance and an estimate of fees or why not pop into our office at

No VAT is payable for design and
drawing services on residential projects I

We also provide advice & assistance with
Insurance Claims, Maintenance & Repair

issues and Party Wall Surveying Services
IR

01525 862457 | info@cdmsd.co.uk | www.cdmsd.co.uk . .
Coates Dixon & Mitchell

Bring in this advert for a 10% discount on our fees Surveying & Design
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Mobile
Hairdresser

Reagonable prices

Reduced price for 2 or more
clients per household

Senior Citizens discount

Text or call Corrane on
07783622602
01525630740

S

Ola/oddle

u‘ ch|

Hot stone and Swedish massage
Manicures & pedicures (Shellac gels available)
Waxing
Eye treatments
Facials

Affordably priced. .. all with the convenience and
comfort of being in your own home
Gift vouchers available

For more information and to make
an appoinl’.n'lsn 1 plsase contact:

Elizabeth Warfield (member of BABTAC)
Tel: 07816 7869071
Email: lizziewarfield@hotmail.co.uk

Life and
Career
 Coaching

Helping you make positive changes

* In the wrong job but unsure how to make changes?
+ Lacking in confidence or direction?
+ Do you need support building a business?
+ Could your work-life balance be better?

Professional coaching can help you regain control
of your life by helping you structure change at any
age and stage of your career

I'm a qualified coach with 10 years’ experience.
| work from my Practice in Hitchin or by phone/Skype.
Get in touch for a free consultation.

www.glyniskozmacoaching.com

Member Association for Coaching (MAC)

07952 724 299
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= Misty Double .
. Glazing?

KEEP YOUR WINDOW FRAMES...
«» WE JUST REPLACE THE GLASS!

* UPVC ¢ Aluminium * Or Wood

Because we reploce just the gloss the repair is o
Fraction of the cost of complete replacement window.

mlsl'ydoubleglazlng.co.uk
QUALITY GLAZING SERVICES

01525 876808

WE ALSO REPLACE BROKEN...
* Glass * Handles * Hinges & Locks
AND REPAIR...Patio Doors & Conservatories!




I IEARN
OTEL
FORDOGS

* Home from home family environment
* Holiday, weekend, overnight or day boarding
* Two long walks per day, plus access to the garden
* Many happy laps to sit on!

For furry friendly care,

The Hearn Hotel For D -
¢ Hearn Hotel For Dogs call Michelle Hearn

thehearnhotelfordogs@gmail.com
T: 01525 862209 M: 07739 099318
3 OId Silsoe Road, Clophill, Beds MK45 4AR

For P&w

1-2-1 Dog Training &
Behavioural Consultations

PLUS
e Dog walking ¢ Puppy pop-ins ¢ Cat feeding ¢ Pet drop-ins
(we do everything from cleaning out hutches to putting
your chickens to bed)

For more information go to www.forpaws.info or
contact Jo Deeks Dip Dog Psy IMDT (formerly Stringer)
on 07576 854184
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Welcoming children

from 2 years of age

in the fantastic setting of Clophill Village Hall. Our highly
qualified team is led by a qualified Teacher and a Nursery
Nurse. We provide a safe, secure and stimulating environment
with brilliant ideas and activities that open the doors to learning
and beyond. Come and see what your 2, 3 and 4 year olds can
learn with us, our door is always open.

Opening times: ' R 4
Monday 9:15-3:15 Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday 9:15 - 1:15 E . "ﬂ =

clophillpreschool@gmail.com
www.clophillpreschool.co.uk

07732 872685 £

CLOPHILL

Welcome to Clophill St Mary’s St Mary,S

C of E Lower School and Nursery  ¢off scHooL

St Mary’s is a Voluntary Aided Church of England Lower School based in the village
of Clophill. We are a small friendly village school with close links to the local
community, taking children aged from 2 years 7 months to 9 years.

St. Mary’s is a Values Based school which provides children with a framework for
living, tightly woven into the positive Christian ethos of the school.

Our vision at St Mary’s is to provide a secure, inclusive and stimulating child
centred environment, where all children are inspired to achieve their full potential.
Our aim is that every child will develop as a caring, respectful member of the

; community and society as a whole. We will achieve this

) VE 4 K2 through a creative curriculum based on our values, reflecting
'_H Y '\@/ il, iz the Christian ethos of our school.
l»ar o 3 oy .l
:\% /. . i Please call us on 01525 860206
L -9 \@f,, to arrange a visit
% B §7. DIOCESE OF ‘
A~ BIE ST ALBANS

VALUES

High Street, Clophill, Bedfordshire, MK45 4BE

Tel: 01525 860206 stmarysclophill@cbc.beds.sch.uk www.stmaryslower.info
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BOARDING CATTERY

126 High St, Clophill, Beds, MK45 4BL

Situated around a private lake within 8 acres of Bedfordshire countryside, this
stunning and peaceful setting is exclusively for cats

Inspection visits most welcome

Open 7 days a week except Public Holidays

Highest standard of hygiene & cleanliness observed
Heated accommodation with large covered external runs
Shared boarding available to cats from the same household
All ages of cats welcome

Collection and delivery service available

B3 . Na. ¢! i Bg. B
0:0:0:0:0: 0: 0

Established for over 30 years, the highly competent team of staff at Sealawn look forward to
welcoming your cat for the ultimate care experience whilst you are away from home

Contact us for a full colour brochure
Telephone: 01525 860585
Email: sealawn@btinternet.com
Visit our website: www.sealawn.com

NO PRESSURE SALES - YOU DEAL WITH
THE OWNER FROM START TO FINISH

v/ A-rated windows as standard
v’ Composite doors
v High security
v’ Bifolding doors
v’ Conservatories
v Fascias, soffits and guttering
v Insurance-backed guarantee
v Fensa certificate

Contact: ANDY WOOD

01582 536944 or 07796 272539
sales@awwindows.co.uk [

AW Wi N DOWS LTD

See reviews from satisfied customers at awwindows.co.uk
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Ve ey FlaicEcet:

On the Green beside the Post Office every Friday
3.30-7.30pm
We are your local mobile fish and chip van, we have been parked on the
green every Friday for the past 6 years.
We serve only the highest quality produce, cooked fresh to order and served
to you by our friendly staff.

Why don’t you pop down and come and

Try Our Fry!
To avoid waiting in the cold, give us a call to

place your order on: 07833 786108

A big thank you to all our customers who have loyally supported us over the
past couple of years.

Post Office & Stores

* Fresh bread & dairy produce
* Newspapers & magazines

* Confectionery & tobacco

* Wines, beers & spirits

* Cards & stationery

* Household goods

* Baby products

* Toys & gifts

* Dry cleaning

* Photocopying

¢ Shoe repairs

* Post office counter services

Shop Hours Post Office Hours
Mon - Sat 7.30 - 7.30 | Sun 8.00 - 1.00 Mon, Tues,Wed, Fri 9.00 - 1.00,2.00 - 5.30 | Thu, Sat 9.00 - 1.00

THE GREEN, CLOPHILL 01525 860988
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HIGH QUALITY CARPET,
UPHOLSTERY &
LEATHER CLEANING

Ring Steve
01582 882620

Email: bedscarpetcleaners@gmail.com

STUART DREW ELECTRICAL SERVICES

MEMBER OF THE ECA
PART P CERTIFIED QUALIFIED TO 17TH EDITION

From extra lights & sockets, to re-wires. Fault finding and electrical safety
certification. For a professional, courteous service with free estimates & all work
guaranteed, please call me

29 Lincoln Way Fully qualified & insured Telephone:
Harlington 30 years experience 01525 875965
Beds 07941 812662
LUS 6NG

Markham Architectural Salvage

www.markhamreclaimed.co.uk

Oak Beams — Doors — Flooring — Bricks
Bespoke Furniture — Landscaping Materials

Mirrors — Roofing Materials
Opening Hours: Monday Friday 9am — 5pm Saturday 9am — 1pm

Tel: 01525 876428 or Mobile: 07766 051307

Upper East End Farm, Goswell End Road, Harlington, Bedfordshire, LU5 6NU

36




#8& | CARDEN DOCTOR

Rob McLeod
Pruning Speclalist

Professional, Local, Experienced

* All tree and hedge work undertaken
* High standard of work

* Rubbish cleared from site

* Free Quotations

* Local, reliable service you can trust

Tel: 07763 239340 or 01525 861568
email: garden.doctor@btinternet.com

Call the Carden Doctor and oring Cood Health to your Carden

Tree Surgery & Removal
Shrubs & Fruit Trees
Pruning & Spraying
Fully certificated and
insured

SHEFFORD BUILDING SUPPLIES LTD

Key Cutting
Tools

Timber

Sheet Materials
Gardening
Paint

44 HIGH STREET, SHEFFORD, BEDS
g— = |
= = | o
: 7y T — _.::,;? Electrical
i B B o | Ll Plumbing
= = |
S | , | Sand & Cement
N — Domestic
[l 11 Ironmongery
| U e, S |

Tel: 01462 813381

TRULY AN ALADDIN’S CAVE

Free delivery
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AIMS

Tim Kemp sarca # Professional service providing for
Top Barn Rectory Road all your accounting and tax needs
Steppingly MK45 5AT # Practical advice based on 20 years
experience in running businesses
TEL/FAX : 01525 717141 ¢ Personal approach with fixed fees
MOBILE : 07900 823 012 relevant to the work you need
www.aims.co.uk ¢ Friendly, local accountant support-
e-mail: timk@aims.co.uk ing the community for over 20 years

Please call for a free, no-obligation initial meeting

ACCOUNTANTS FOR business

In an uncertain financial world
you can be certain of good advice.

We can offer you complete financial advice with a friendly and professional
service at your home or our office.

Hills-Howson Financial Services

Including:-
The Old Post Office
53 High Street Investments
Clophill
Beds MK45 4BE Pensions
Tel: 01525 861803 Protection

www.hills-howson.co.uk »
hills.howson@btconnect.com Annuities
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W&H PE ACOCI Established 1901 W

" AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS -ﬁ\
1

Auction Every Saturday ||’

Viewing every Friday 8.30am - 8.00pm

Entries for our weekly sales can include:

Antique & Modern Furniture e Clocks ® Books

Ceramics & Glassware e Pictures & Prints e Bicycles
Jewellery & Watches ¢ Garage Tools & Equipment
Household Electrical ltems ® Timber & Building Materials
Office Furniture & Equipment e Retail Products & Stock
Horticultural & Commercial Equipment e Vehicles
Garden Furniture & Effects e Collectables

COLLECTION SERVICE AVAILABLE

Bedford Auction Centre 26 Newnham Street, Bedford MK403JR [ 8

01234 266 366 www.peacockauction.co.uk

THE COMPUTER MAN -**T’z.

Got a problem with your computer and don’t know what
to do? Suffering with a virus or spam?

Don’t hesitate! Ring your local computer expert

Remote repairs or home visits
(Day, evening & weekend)

Lap top/desk top loan
(Free pick up & drop off in local area)

Comprehensive health check from £35 (Special Offer £35 - normally £40)
Refurbished fl at screen available from £15 « Refurbished base units available from £99

Contact Stephen Amos

07976 718567 i«emﬁ

the.computerman@ntiworld.com

EXPEHIENCE
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ROGER STOREY

YOUR LOCAL PAINTER AND DECORATOR
Friendly and Reliable Service
Many Years Experience

Please phone: 01525 861253 or 07800 777615

Washing Machines Dishwashers Dryers
Repairs Servicing Sales

= = A local family business offering
o"_,l a quality service at a competitive price
A Est. 1981
- Tel: CLOPHILL 860148
or Tim Downing direct on 07969 545 276

A member of the White Goods Trade Association
Fully Insured

CTP CONSTRUCTION

Local Building Company 1

. g
Established for over 25 years TRADING
STANDARDS
U.K. Trades Approved APPROVED

No job too small - Competitive prices
Free estimates given on all Building Work

Tel: Silsoe 01525 860105
www.ctpconstruction.co.uk

Music Tuition .b
Flute and Music Theory :ﬂ

Susan York ma, Ba (Hons), LTCL, MSTAT
Clophill (01525) 860711
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Baths, Toilets & Silsoe based

Showers No call out fee — free estimates
Sinks and Taps Fully insured and guaranteed
Guttering No job too small
Leaks and Burst Pipes 07720 723653 01525 864859
Drainage info@betaplumbing.co.uk

Handyman jobs also beta plumbing

Foot Health Practitioner

Corns, Hard Skin, Verruca, Fungal Nail Infection,
In-growing Toe Nails, Diabetic Foot Care, Athlete's Foot,
Pedicure, General Nail Cutting etc.

In the comfort of your home or at my clinic

Ann Gibbons mcrap. MBAFHP.

Competitive Rates
Tel: 01462 813252 Mob: 07872 315763

Web: www.shamrockeclinic.co.uk
For opening hours and other details please refer to my website

0P S
C k@n/in A)

Chimneys Swept

Wood and Multifuel Stove
Installation & Liners

www.betaplumbing.co.uk

01525 860424 or 07858 688785

mark@poppinschimneys.co.uk
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Ampthill and _Llitwick
PIbysiotherapy Clinic

The very best physiotherapy care from a friendly
approachable clinic with ten highly trained
Chartered physiotherapists
Daytime, Saturday and evening appointments
We also offer:

Reflexlology ~ Pilates ~ Nutrition~ Homeopathy

7 Station Square - Flitwick - Beds - MK45 1 DP
Telephone: 01525 720882
Fax 01525 720886
www.chartered-physiotherapy.co.uk

E.T. Accountancy Serviees £.F

Experienced Chartered Accountant and Chartered Tax Adviser based in o/o

Clophill providing a full range of accountancy and taxation services to
businesses and private individuals.

To arrange a free initial consultation please telephone me on
01525 590465 or email emma@et-accountancy.co.uk

=7

+

0 Chartered Accountont ond Chartered Tox Adaiser

EmmaThoulass FCACTA  www.et-accountancy.co.uk 01525590465

E’:“.

Chapman & Kirby Heating

Gas, Plumbing & Heating Installations
Gas Safe Registered
Boiler Servicing & Maintenance

Call us now
Tel: 01525 861255 Mob: 07831 132308

Email: info@chapmanandkirbyheating.co.uk
1C, Old Silsoe Road, Clophill, Beds., MK45 4AR
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NEVILLE

FUNERAL SERVICE
Establlshed 1875

Reassurance when you need it most

Serving the people of Bedfordshire since 1875

Neville Funeral Service
inc. George Squire & Sons since 1976
24 Clifton Road
Shefford SG17 5AE
t: 01462 813258
e: shefford@nevillefuneralservice.com

Neville Funeral Service
The Old Church Flitwick Road
Ampthill MK45 2NT
t: 01525 406132
e: ampthlll(ﬂnewllefuneralserwcc com

www.nevillefuneralservice.com




2 j he UK!s No 1 "’* GreenThumb has a variety of treatment
= programmes to suit your pocket that
_Jl['JJJ _;.._L[' 3 . include our traditional ‘pay-as-you-go’
5 : % service and our new, pay monthly,
Direct Debit programmes, where you
can save up to 25% annually.

Our treatments start from £5 per month,
that’s cheaper than D-I-Y and without
the hassle!

Call your local branch today for a FREE
lawn analysis and no obligation quote.

0800 0111 222
GreenTh

LAWN TREATMENT SERVIGE \%

EST.
1989

e Suppliers of traditional and modern e Wall and floor tiles
equipment
e Accessories
e Working whirlpool & spa baths, power

& steam shower systems on display e Mirrors
e Over 40 settings on display e Bathroom furniture
e Complete installation service if e Heated towel rails
required
e Saunas

e Personal friendly service from a family
run business Bathroom cabinets

SHEFFORD 01462 627002

www.bathroomvogue.com
Unit 4A. Shefford Industrial Park, St Francis Way, Shefford SG17 5DZ

a4




Woburn Country Foods *

Online - Catering - Retail Butcher

m D W T A

High Quality Local Meat
- 21 Day Matured Beef -

- Farm Assured Chicken -
- Bedfordshire Lamb -

- Bedfordshire Pork -

Farm Shop
West End Farm, Haynes West End
Bedford, MK45 3RA

Order Online & Colleet In Store
www.woburncountryfoods.com s

R

LOGAL ALLOY WHEEL REFURBISHMENT

'*‘7>\ Tel:
o8 01525

complete alloy u.lheel refurbishment y 8 6 o o 6 9

Alloy Wheel Repairs
Diamond Cut Alloy Wheels Repaired On Site
Powder Coat Primers & Lacquers
Fast Turnaround Alloy Wheel Welding
Tyres At Competitive Prices
NEW for 2015 - 4 Wheel Alignment Service

www.mintalloys.co.uk
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RICHARDSONS

OF AMPTHILL LTD
ESTABLISHED 1944

ntigue Clock Restoration
(Galed Buying Centre

The Market House, 6 Church Street, Ampthill, Bedfordshire, MK45 2EH

Telephone: 01525 403474

www.richardsonsofampthill.co.uk

Stephen’s Plants

at Maulden Garden Centre on the A507 bypass (near A6 / Clophill)

for your

Seasonal and hardy plants
Vegetable seeds and plants
Hanging baskets and tubs
plus composts and fertilisers
all with EXPERT ADVICE, ; , swile

Telephone: 01525 861696

Conifer Kennels (& Cattery

THE CAUSEWAY CLOPHILL

TELEPHONE 01525 860339 »f/
t [ 7 ’
The home of . {%v,//
LYRENSTAN 2%
STANDARD LONG HAIRED DACHSHUNDS

HEATED KENNELS & CAT CHALETS WITH INDIVIDUAL RUNS
INSPECTION WELCOME ANYTIME
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Wrest Park Day Nursery, Silsoe

Come and visit our beautiful nursery and pre-school based within
the grounds of Wrest Park. We offer care for 0-5 year olds 8am to
6pm Monday to Friday for 51 weeks of the year.

We were Rated ‘Good’ by Ofsted in May 2014 and they commented |
that ‘Staff are enthusiastic, model good social behaviour to
children and offer frequent praise’ (Ofsted 2014).

We offer all day sessions, am or pm sessions or a 9-3 ‘school day’ session. We
accept childcare vouchers and 2,3 and 4 year old funding.

Please call us on 01525 861743 or info@wrestparkdaynursery.co.uk
www.wrestparkdaynursery.co.uk

BURGLAR ALARM

New Alarms Fitted or Upgrade Existing Alarms
BURGLAR ALARMS _
it R
*We can service and maintain your existing alarm* >,

We fit New Alarms - Wired or Wireless Systems

We fit high quality systems to maximise your security.
Access your CCTV via the internet or mobile.

We fit a range of quality video and audio intercoms Don,t “‘
to suit your needs. become a

We are a family run business with over 35 years eyt
experience in home security and crime prevention. victim..

A Contact:
( 01582 864138 / 07746 111520

For a free quote and consultation

www.maximumsecuritysystems.co.uk
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Root 'm Branch

Your Local Friendly & Reliable Gardener

All aspects of Garden Maintenance undertaken
* PRUNING * MOWING * WEEDING ¢ PLANTING ¢ HEDGING

Southfields, Shefford &
email: whooley@hotmail.co.uk Tel H 0 7 7 7 1 537385 Q\@io&

ADAM IN YOUR GARDER

TREE SURGERY, HEDGE TRIMMING, e A
TURFING, FENCE MAINTENANCE, tg‘i}}%{
DECKING, PATIO CLEANING

Qualified, Fully Insured, Competitive Rates
Free Estimates

TEL: 01582 518954 MOB: 07828 490360

Web Site: www.adaminyourgarden.co.uk

WINDOWS

9 SHEFFORD ROAD
CLOPHILL BEDS
MK45 4BT

NG'IN UPVC WINDOWS,

, CONSERVATORIES,
DFFITS , GUTTERS AND
BLE FOR CARPENTRY
OO SMALL OR LARGE.

20 Years experience.
Free local quotes.

FENSA

Fensa Registered
FIVE YEAR GUARANTEE

Contact Andrew: 01525862804 / 07825017855
Email: abakerwindows@gmail.com
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(Stephens)

Your local removals & storage company

|__r:3;-“
‘® A Specialising in house removals and office
e -~ relocations in the UK, Europe and Overseas.
REMOVALS STORAGE PACKING
Local, National, International Secure & Containerised Full Or Part & Materials

LONG ESTABLISHED REMOVAL COMPANY OFFERING A PROFESSIONAL, FRIENDLY SERVICE
COMPREHENSIVE INSURANCE  FREE ESTIMATES

01582 572967

Your central resource for residential
build, refurbishment and maintenance

General Building Works Brickwork Plumbing and Heating

Extensions Carpentry Electrical installations
Internal Refurbishment/Alterations Painting & Decorating UPVOTimber Windows
Garage Conversions Purpose made Joinery UPVC Conservatories
Loft Conversions Bi - Folding Door Applications

01525 861041

info@mccaffreybuild.co.uk
L www.mecaffreybuild.co.uk

WeC, BUILDING 52, WREST PARK,
SILSOE, BEDFORDSHIRE, MK45 4HS
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i OSTEOPATHY

Deborah Pedley Bsc (Hons) Ost.

Registered Osteopath Cranial & Structural Osteopathy

. *  Neck & Low Back Pain
The Clophill Centre for * Infant Feeding & Sleeping Problems
Complementary Therapy e Muscle Tension
Clophill Fruit Farm, *  Sports Injuries
Shefford Road o Arthritic aches & pains
Clophill * Headaches

To book appointments call: 07969 921112

GARDEN SERVICES FOR MID BEDS

o Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming,

Shrub Pruning, Mole Control
and General Maintenance
Local and Reliable Service

Ring John on 01525 874690
or Mobile 07710 452436

John Abraham your local gardener

12 ACCOUNTING SERVICES

accounting solutions for the

Self~Employed and Small Business
including
Bookkeeping + Accounts . Tax returns + Cash flows

For a totally confidential service at very competitive rates contact
Richard Fairholm T: 01525 861087 M: 07714189994 E: mbaccounts@btinternet.com
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rincon tuition — Spanish & Maths

Expand your knowledge. Boost your confidence

01525 860743

Exam techniques and preparation, revision and practice papers.
Spanish for business or pleasure, all levels. Skills development.
Maths all levels: KS1, KS2, KS3; SATs and GCSE practice papers

CRB certified & references - Reasonable rates

01525 860743 - 07952 667814

rincontuition@aol.com

Hire Clophill Village Hall

Wedding Rcins |

Birthdays & Special Occasions

Dances and Discos

Club & Community Meetings & Activities

Phone: 07821 643 936

Mail: Clophill.villagehall@gmail.com  Web: www.clophillvillagehall.co.uk

SPECIALISTS IN KITCHEN
& BATHROOM FITTING

AU’"E FLOOR & WALL TILING
FREE DESIGN, ADVICE &

NO OBLIGATION QUOTES

ln'['e rlors “Our success is your satisfaction”

Tel: Darren — 01234 307753 Mob: 07866 699822
e-mail: darrenmeyern@googlemail.com
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Advertisers index

Architectural Services
Coates Dixon & Mitchell
Daniel Design & Build

Auctioneers & Valuers
W&H Peacock

Bathroom Services
Bathroom Vogue

Builders & Carpenters

CTP Construction

McCaffrey Build

Peter Sharpe Building Services
Stuart Benson Building Projects

Building Supplies
Shefford Building Supplies Ltd

Care Services
Helping Hands

Carpet Services
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Car Services/Repairs
A&F Motors Ltd

Mint Alloys

TC Coomber Car Services

Chimney Sweep
Poppins Chimney Sweep

Cleaning Services
Merry Maids

Computer Services
Compu-Doc
The Computer Man

Electrical Services
Stuart Drew Electrical Services

Financial Services

AIMS Accountants

ET Accountancy Services
Hills-Howson Financial Services
MB Accounting Services
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Food Suppliers
Woburn Country Foods

Funeral Services
AL&G Abbott, Funeral Directors
Neville Funeral Service

Garden Services

Adam in your Garden

Garden Doctor

Garden Services for Mid Beds
Green Thumb Lawn Treatment
Michael Martin Tree Services
Root 'n Branch

Stephen’s Plants

Health & Beauty

Ampthill & Flitwick Physiotherapy
Deborah Pedley Osteopathy

Full Bottle Fitness

Mobile Hairdresser

Molly Coddle

Shamrock Clinic - Foot Health
The Tanning Salon

Home Improvements

David James Kitchens

Dome Interiors

Markham Architectural Salvage

Roger Storey - Painter & Decorator

Tomkinson’s Stained Glass Ltd

Jewellers
Richardsons of Ampthill Ltd

Life Coaching Services
Glynis Kozma Coaching

Music and Entertainment
Greensands Community Choir
Susan York Music Tuition

Nursery Schools

Clophill PreSchool

Clophill St Mary's C of E

Lower School and Nursery
Clophill Toddler Group

Wrest Park Day Nursery - Silsoe
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Pet Services

Conifer Kennels & Cattery
For Paws (Dog Training)
Sealawn Boarding Cattery
The Hearn Hotel for Dogs

Plumbing & Drainage Services
Beta Plumbing

Chapman & Kirby Heating

Drain Doctor

Post Offices
Mace Post Office & Stores

Print Services
Ampthill Print Centre

Public Houses
The Stone Jug

Removals & Storage
Stephens

Repair Services
Tim Downing Repair Services

Security Services
Maximum Security Systems

Take-aways
The Happy Plaice

Tuition Services
Rincon Tuition (Spanish & Maths)

Village Hall
Clophill Village Hall

Windows/Replacement
Andrew Baker Windows
AW Windows

Misty Double Glazing
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Ads from as little as £ 50 per year

For further information about advertising in Spotlight,
please contact our Advertising Manager at ads@clophillspotlight.co.uk




* Sunbeds © Facials
* Massage * HD Brows
© byelash Extensions — © LCN Nail Extensions
* Bio Sculpture * Manicure
* Pedicure © Hot Stone massage
* Spray Tans * Waxing
* Footcare Specialist ~ © Jessica GELeration
o WL ( * Threading }
-
Opening Times
Monday - Tuesday 09.00-19.00
Wednesday - Thursday 09.00-21.00
2 Steppingley Road, Flitwick, Bedfordshire MK45 1AJ friday 0%.00-19.00
N . aturday 10.00-16.00
01525720095 www.tanningstation.co.uk Sundays & Bank Holidays ~ CLOSED

Relax. It's Done:

Come home to a job well done.

Whatever your idea is oF time well spent, we're pretty sure it doesn't
include dusting, vacuumirg o scrubbing Foars, That's cur job, Merry
Maids home cleaning services gives you back the time you want to

concentrate on the things that you enjoy.

+ Demestic deaning servize boryour home  + Taained & unitormed bteams
4 | + Customised to mees your neads + Full insurance
/ + Regular or ane off cleans + SatisFaction quaranteed
ek 05

Call Merry Maids on 01525 860957
for a free no obligation quote. ﬂlerl'y mm .co.uk

bedford@merrymaids.org.uk




PLUMBING & DRAINAGE

24 Hours a day... 7 Days a week... 365 Days a year

BEDFOR LETC EY !
& REMPETON MILTOR RN

l'.l1 234 742 900 01908 849 814
All Emergency Plumbing LEIGHTON ! '
All Drainage & Blockages UZZARD - SWADE
No Call Out Charge I:H 525 779 B18 01767 662 040

Pre-fixed Prices FLITWICK
Work Guaranteed ; . & AMPTHILL

01525 779 818

a8 9 @

»r
AT T — —
MOT’S CLASS 4/7
SERVICING & REPAIRS
CAR & COMMERCIAL
TYRES & EXHAUSTS
AIR CONDITIONING

] DIAGNOSTIC CODE READING
Collection .

& Delivery

SERVICE AVAILABLE
Please ask

UNIT F, AMPTHILL INDUSTRIAL ESTATE STATION RD, AMPTHILL, MK45 2QY

Locally printed by fld@lltl:] Ampthill | Tel: 01525 300001. www.fidelityprint.co.uk




