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 Stuart Benson Building Projects 

Design, Build and Maintenance including Interior Refurbishments, 
Kitchen / Bathroom fitting, Tiling, Flooring, Skirting boards, Doors 

Garage conversions. Exterior Decking, Patios, Driveways 
Garden Offices/ Sheds 

Tel: 07946 579862 or 01525 403083 
Email: benson.stuart@ googlemail.com 

 
 



1

A word from the Editor...

The magazine staff
EDITOR/ADVERTISING 
MANAGER 

DESIGN MANAGER 

DISTRIBUTION MANAGER

TREASURER

COPY DEADLINE

Helen Gent 
editorial@clophillspotlight.co.uk 
ads@clophillspotlight.co.uk

Chris Abrahams 
cmabrahams@yahoo.co.uk

Pete Liddle

Richard Pearson

20th of the month

864836 

 

 
860113

861110

“ Walk this way...

”
Don’t forget you can now read Spotlight online at 

www.clophillspotlight.co.uk

With spring here, it’s also time to get out into  
our gardens. We’d love to have a gardening 
column in Spotlight so if anyone reading this 
would like to write some monthly gardening  
tips for us please get in touch.

I hope you enjoy this issue, which as always is a 
great mix of local news, events and handy ads.

See you back here in June. x

It’s National Walking Month and this year the organisers are encouraging 
everyone to get involved by taking a 20-minute walk each day. We’re so 
lucky to have lots of lovely walks around us, and with the bluebells out     

now it’s a perfect time to head outdoors.
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Hi everyone. We’d like to thank all those 
people who came to our Egg Hunt and Indoor 
Fayre and to all our stall holders. It was a great 
morning with over 80 children doing the egg 
hunt. We’ll be making a donation to Cancer 
Research in memory of Linda McKay, the Child 
Development Officer from Central Bedfordshire 
Council who was a fantastic support to us 
when we started Clophill Preschool in 2013. 
We’ll be putting the rest towards our outdoor 
water equipment and the new allotment.

At the end of last term we had our Easter  
Craft session and lots of parents/grandparents 
joined us in making all sorts of fun and 
upcycled crafts including egg prints in shaving 
foam and paint. Also joining in with the craft-
making was Rosemary from St. Mary’s Church, 
who came to talk about Easter and show her 
palm crosses to the children. Vicar Graham 
from the Methodist Church also came up 
before Easter and read the children the Easter 
Story, complete with Makaton signs.  

We’re also focusing on food. 
Lynne is making her healthy 
recipes with the children as usual, 
and we hope to supplement our 
cookery and snack times with food 
grown by the children on our new 
allotment. We’re very lucky to 
have so many supportive parents 
and grandparents who’ve offered 
to help us with planting and 
maintenance. A huge thank you 
goes to our families for helping 
to get the allotment ready – log 
posts, rabbit wire fences and a 
gate have been put up so that we 
can work in there safely and we’re 
making wood chip paths and 
log edging. We hope to include 
a willow den and a wood stump 
seating area for storytelling. 

News
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• Contact Imogen on 07765 887868 or Chris on 07936 006381 or email.  
   Our website is www.clophillpreschool.co.uk

Clophill Friends of the Leonard Cheshire Disability Home at Ampthill

...everyone who helped, supported and gave us jumble to sell at our Jumble Sale last 
October at the Village Hall. We’re delighted to have raised £565.85 on the night, which 
includes a generous donation of £50. And thanks to the hard work of Carol Swain  
and Gillian Hill we also sold various items on Ebay, raising an additional £391.64 and 
bringing our grand total to an amazing £957.49.

The Home at Ampthill is still hoping to raise enough money to create a garden for the 
residents to benefit from and be involved with, but in the meantime we’re still funding 
fortnightly shopping trips to Bedford and visits from Teaching Talons, who bring a 
variety of animals and birds into the Home. The Eye-Gaze technology that we contributed 
£3,000 towards is now in use within the Home.

We’re now collecting for our next jumble sale this October, so do get  
in touch if you have any good-quality jumble or books. If you’re able to  
help at our sale, would like to know more about our group’s activities or  
would like to visit the Home please contact us on 861110.

A huge thanks to...

This term sees Chris starting her new role as PANCo (Physical Activity and Nutrition 
Coordinator) which is a very important role now within preschools to encourage and help 
support healthy lifestyles for children and their families. It means we’re developing our 
physical play even further, with a new Scooter Day each week as well as ensuring we 
have gross motor physical play inside at all times. Mini Moves is still coming in each week 
to do dance, movement and music linked to the Early Years Curriculum and we’re also 
asking any parents to come in and do activities such as ring game and songs, football 
and racquet games. We have one dad coming in to do boot camp with the children! 

We’re exploring the world and other countries at  
preschool and have our new World Around Us  
board which shows the different  
countries some our children have  
lived in, visited or come from.  
The role play is set up as a travel  
agent and children have been  
packing their suitcases to go on  
holiday and building ships and planes  
outside ready to go on their travels.  
We’ve been exploring other languages  
using our dual language books and learning  
how people from different countries say hello.

So it’s ‘Adios’ from us until we say ‘Ni hao’ in June!
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Sunrise Service 
On Easter Sunday we welcomed some of the congregation from St Mary’s Church for 
their Sunrise Service at 7am. It was a beautiful morning for it and was followed by tea, 

coffee and bacon rolls at the Eco Lodges.

Animal Encounter 
For our Animal Encounter Day at the Eco Lodges 
on Easter Sunday, Teaching Talons brought along 
a host of furry friends. Pigwidgeon the Owl 
proved very popular, with lots of children getting 
their photo taken with him. Our café was also 
very busy and even though it rained a little it  
was a fantastic afternoon. You can see photos  
on our Facebook page. 

Earth Day 
April 22nd was Earth Day and we welcomed 
nearly 40 volunteers who had a go at countryside 
crafts such as fire lighting (the hard way!) and 
dead hedging.

Volunteers required 
We’re looking for volunteers to help us run 
our popular Tower Tours of Old St Mary’s at 
weekends. If you’d like help, please get in touch 
with Kayleigh Waight (07889 980872), Emily 
Hakansson (07825 051667), Ali Bradbury  
(07894 710001) or call the lodge phone on 
07935 911207.

This month’s events 
• Our Ancient Warrior Training day will be packed 
with activities designed to teach children about 
warriors through the ages. It’s on 24th May from 
9am-3pm – £24 per child, aged 6-12. Book online.

• Our cafe is open on Sunday 28th May  
between 2pm and 4pm. Come along and enjoy 
homemade cake surrounded by the beautiful 
Clophill countryside – dogs are welcome on a 
lead. The old church tower will be open for tours 
(adults, £3; children, £2). Call 07935 911207  
for more information.

News from Clophill Heritage Trust 

For our full programme of events and to make online bookings go to  
www.clophillecolodges.org.uk/events 

For Tower Tours, go to www.clophillecolodges.org.uk/book-a-tower-tour



6

St Mary’s School News

                               Having returned to school after the Easter break, we were excited  
                               to see the development of the new Acorn Nursery building at the 
front of the school. Come September, it will be fantastic to be able to offer a purpose-
built nursery as well as enabling us to return to much needed space within the school, 
including a designated area for our increasingly popular breakfast and after school club, 
FunZone. This particular area is also urgently required for our day-to-day requirements  
for children working in small groups.

Please let us know as soon as possible if you have a child who requires a place in Acorn 
Nursery in September so that we can answer any questions and get them booked in.  
We welcome children from 2 years 7 months. You can call the school on 01525 860206 
or email Joy Donachie at nursery@clophillstmarysschool.co.uk

We’re delighted to announce that our Lent Appeal Day raised 
£1,301.60 for Asthma UK – a brilliant effort by our children and 
parents who supported this worthwhile charity. The School Council 
also organised another successful fundraising event, this time for  
Red Nose Day, which raised a superb £182.30.

During the last half of the Spring term, FOSM did an amazing job 
of ensuring the children had a homemade ‘surprise’ gift to take home with them for 
Mothering Sunday. It entailed much organisation and we really do appreciate their time 
and effort. They also hosted another really enjoyable ‘Movie Night’ for the children.  
Look out for the FOSM stall selling Summer Punch at the Church Fete this month.

                                             As always, the Summer term promises to be extremely busy,  
                                             kicking off with many events in May including our Tea Time  
                                             Concert on Wednesday 10th May for our musicians in  
                                                   school. Year 4 will attend a ‘Dogs Trust Workshop’  
                                                      which teaches the children about responsible dog  
                                                      ownership, and they will also will be taking part in a  
                                                       Bike Ability course, run by Central Bedfordshire  
                                                       Council, which will teach them off road skills to safely  
                                                      control their bikes. Acorn Nursery and Chestnut class  
                                                  are looking forward to their trip to Standalone farm  
                                              during May, while the children who participate in Maypole  
                                      Club are currently busy preparing for the Church Fete.

                                  Don’t forget – if you’d like to donate your Sainsbury’s vouchers 
we have a collection box in the school porch.

Our value this term is Endurance 
In school we’ll be reflecting on the importance of not giving up even when we find  
things difficult, and we’ll also be thinking about the types of things that last forever  
and that withstand difficulties.
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Acorn Nursery at  
St. Marys Lower School 

would like to invite you to

‘Stay and Play’
on Monday 10th July, 9.30am-11.30am

If your child becomes 2 years 7 months 
before July 2018 why not come and  
meet the staff and find out all about  

our new nursery building.

We’d like to welcome the new children and their families – Reuben, Henry and Eva-Mae.

We’re all very excited in Nursery about the new building and the children are looking at 
resource catalogues with the staff to decide what they’d like in their new space. We know there 
are only a few children in the nursery now who will be transferring to the new nursery but we 
feel it’s important to get children’s opinion and keep up to date with their current interests.

We’ve started transition with the children leaving in September to join Chestnut. Each 
child will have a chance to spend at least three sessions in Chestnut class before the 
official transfer day in July. This has worked really well in past years and the children settle 
very quickly if they’ve had this opportunity. Most children attending here have already 
experienced lunch time in the hall, worship and commendations, as well as the visits  
to the class to meet their new teacher in preparation for starting Chestnut full time.

We’re talking about farms at the moment and are looking forward to our trip to 
Standalone Farm. We’ve been learning about the animals and their noises and singing  
Old McDonald continuously.

Acorn Nursery News
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At its AGM last month the Club reviewed its activities and achievements  
during the past Rotary year. The reports from the committee chairman  
highlighted the extensive support the Club had given to those far less  
fortunate than us, particularly in less developed countries. These include…

Entrepreneurs in developing countries  
Following an initial donation of £1,500 from both the Club and individual members the 
money is distributed as small microloans, usually less than £100, to aspiring entrepreneurs 
in developing countries. The activities supported include farming, cafes, sewing and  
retail shops. As the loan is repaid the money is then used to support other applicants.  
To date over 1,000 entrepreneurs and their families in countries including Zambia, 
Vietnam, Ecuador, Philippines, Rwanda, 
Malawi, Zimbabwe and Cambodia have 
been helped, with 645 jobs supported. 

Schools in South Africa 
Working with the Rotary Club of 
Grahamstown, Barton helped to raise 
£8,500 to support work with five 
schools in Eastern Cape which is one of 
the poorest provinces in South Africa. 
The project involved two primaries, a 
secondary school, a school for those with 
special needs and one for street children. It 
provided support for rainwater harvesting 
systems for producing vegetables from 
small irrigated gardens as well as income-
generating activities like the making 
of educational toys. Some 500 people 
participated in the activities including 
nursery school and high school children, 
teachers and parents. 

Children affected by HIV and AIDS 
This project in Swaziland required the Club to raise £850 to help supply electricity  
to a school where children from HIV- and AIDS-affected families and communities  
are being educated. Educational material donated by Orchard School in Barton has  
also been dispatched to the school. 

Tools for use in Africa 
Once again this year the Club actively supported Tools for Self Reliance in Milton Keynes, 
where adults with learning difficulties refurbish tools for use in a number of African 
countries. The Club provided funding to update and re-equip the workshop to enable  
it to function more effectively in the refurbishment of the tools. 

• For more information www.bartonleclayrotary.org.uk

News from Rotary Club of Barton

 

A Year of Service in Rotary  
At its AGM last month  the Club reviewed its activities and 
achievements during the past Rotary year.  The reports from the 
committee chairman provided a very impressive range of 
charitable activities which were an excellent advertisement of 

“service above self”. A feature of the reports was the extensive support the 
Club had given to those far less fortunate than ourselves, particular in less 
developed countries.     

Entrepreneurs in developing countries  

Following an initial donation of £1,500 from both the Club and individual 
members the money is distributed by “lendwithcare” as small microloans, 
usually less than £100, to aspiring entrepreneurs 
in developing countries. The activities supported 
include farming, cafes, sewing and retail shops. 
As the loan is repaid the money is then used to support other applicants. To 
date over 1000 entrepreneurs and their families in counties including Zambia, 
Vietnam, Ecuador, Philippines, Rwanda, Malawi, Zimbabwe and Cambodia 
have been helped with 645 jobs supported.  Over £100 is being re-lent each 
month as loan repayments are made, usually £15-60 per entrepreneur.   

Schools in South Africa 

Working with the Rotary Club of Grahamstown, Barton helped to  raise £8,500 
to support work with 5 schools in Eastern Cape which is 
one of the poorest provinces in South Africa. The project, 
which  involved two primaries and a secondary school and 
a school for those with special needs and for street 
children. provided support for rainwater harvesting 
systems for producing vegetables from small irrigated 
gardens and supporting income-generating activities like 
the making of educational toys.  Some 500 people 
participated in the activities including nursery school and 
high school children, teachers and parents. 
 

Children affected by HIV and AIDS 

This project in Swaziland required the Club to raise £850 to 
provide for electricity to be supplied to a school where children from HIV and 
AIDS affected families and communities are being educated. As well as the 
provision of the electricity supply much educational material, donated by 
Orchard School in Barton, has been despatched to the school.  

Tools for use in Africa 

Once again this year the Club actively supported Tools for Self Reliance in 
Milton Keynes, where adults with learning 
difficulties refurbish tools for use in a number of 
African countries. The Club provided funding to 
update and re-equip the workshop to enable it to 
function more effectively in the refurbishment of 
the tools.  

More information www.bartonleclayrotary.org.uk 

Water tanks in 
place 
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1.	 Pre-heat the oven to 180º. 
2.	 Separate the eggs. Put the  
	 yolks in a bowl with the  
	 caster sugar and beat at  
	 a high speed until they’re  
	 pale, thick and creamy. 
3.	 Continue to beat, pouring  
	 in the lemon juice a little  
	 at a time until the mixture  
	 starts to thicken. 
4.	 Add the lemon zest,  
	 polenta, baking powder,  
	 ground almonds and olive  
	 oil and beat until it looks  
	 like a paste. 
5.	 Beat the egg whites until almost stiff then fold into the cake mixture. 
6.	 Pour the mixture into a greased 10in cake tin and bake for 35 mins until  
	 the centre is thoroughly cooked and the top slightly browned. 
7.	 Whilst the cake is baking prepare the syrup by combining the ingredients  
	 and heating until it just come to the boil and the sugar is dissolved. 
8.	 Strain the syrup to remove the rosemary sprigs and keep warm until the  
	 cake comes out of the oven. 
9.	 Remove the cake from the tin and place on a cooling rack. Prick the surface  
	 all over with a toothpick and spoon over the warm syrup. 
10.	Once the cake is cool place on a serving plate and decorate with the thin  
	 slices of lemon and sprigs of rosemary.

	 This cake is perfect for someone who’s avoiding gluten as polenta  
	 is a maize flour.

Lemon Polenta Cake

Christine’s quick ‘n’ easy recipe

INGREDIENTS  Serves 4

For the cake... 
•	3 large free range eggs 
•	110g caster sugar 
•	50g ground almonds 
•	2 lemons – zest and juice 
•	100g polenta 
•	1tsp baking powder 
•	2 tbsp olive oil

For the syrup... 
•	100g caster sugar 
•	100ml water 
•	3 sprigs of rosemary 
•	juice of 1 lemon

To decorate... 
•	1 lemon sliced thinly 
•	2 sprigs of rosemary



11

Snatching triumph from disaster at our 6th April meeting was Lesley  
Sturdy, a stalwart of our club and of NAFAS, who stepped in at very  
short notice when our advertised demonstrator was taken ill. Lesley  
has trained and judged demonstrators for many years and is much respected for her 

expertise and advice on matters floral.

We were privileged to enjoy a preview of 
a programme that Lesley had prepared for 
another event. Entitled ‘The Changing Year’,  
it took us on a whistle-stop tour through  
the seasons, from midsummer through 
autumn, winter, early spring and back to  
the approaching summer.

Lesley’s designs beautifully illustrated the 
drama and colour of the seasons. Hot orange 
gerberas, bright lilies and cymbidium orchids 
gave us a tropical summer, followed by gentle 
bronze and rust gold chrysanthemums of 
autumn. We then had snowy white and 
cream ‘Avalanche’ roses, white carnations  
and a sprinkling of gypsophila for a wintery 
effect. Spring came with pussy willow, 
muscari (grape hyacinth), chinadoxa,  
daffodils and deep purple heather.

To complete the programme, Lesley gave us an elegant three-placement  
stand with arrangements of lilac freesia, pink tulips, white viburnum 
tinus and spray carnations, sweeping us gracefully into the lovely 
early English summer season.  Joan Tarmu, committee member

• For details of our club activities go to www.clophillflowerclub.com

Clophill & District Flower Club

To celebrate the 30th anniversary of CPRE Bedfordshire, the local 
countryside charity is running a photography competition.

Using the theme ‘Bedfordshire – A Changing  
Landscape’, entrants are being asked to consider the  
ways that Bedfordshire’s landscape, countryside and  
green spaces change throughout the year and over time.  
First prize is £100, second prize is £50 M&S vouchers. 

The competition is free to enter, with the deadline for entries on 
16th October.  For full details, go to www.cprebeds.org.uk

Calling all amateur photographers...
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These notes are a resume only. Official minutes are available on the internet and  
notice boards. All official correspondence should be sent to the parish clerk and  
not individual councillors.

During last month’s Annual Parish Meeting there was an opportunity for community 
groups to tell the village all about what’s been going on in Clophill over the last year. 
Around 40 villagers attended the event in the Village Hall – which was full of positivity, 
applause and goodwill.

CPC Chair Cllr Paul Downing began by talking about this year’s personnel changes  
within Clophill Parish Council. He praised previous members and Clerk James Sterling’s 
work on our communications platforms and the Council’s administration. Cllr Downing 
also announced his intention to step down after May’s Parish Council meeting.

Cllr GP Mantini provided an update on the village Neighbourhood Plan, thanking 
those who attended a recent NP event in the Village Hall, and those that filled out  
the recent online survey. The opportunity to assist on the project is still open to all.  
Cllr Louise Hodge spoke about the improvements that have been, and will be, taking 
place at the recreation ground.

Cllr Terry Lee confirmed that a new CPC noticeboard will be installed outside the 
Methodist Church in early May. Our longest-serving councillor, Ralph Brough, updated 
CPC ‘highways’ issues, including his expectations that the speed-indicating device 
we’ve been promised for the east of the village will soon be in place, together with  
a new pedestrian crossing at the Village Green.

The police were unable to make the meeting, but their written report indicated that 
Clophill was still an area of low crime – 61 recorded crimes in the past 12 months. 
That’s an increase of 17 from the previous year, a trend we hope doesn’t continue.  
Ward Councillors Paul Duckett and Mike Blair gave a general overview of Central 
Bedfordshire Council – including the pressures of a growing population and preserving 
‘quality of life’ in the area.

 Steve Langhorn, representing the Village Hall, mentioned the new website for the 
venue – www.clophillvillagehall.com – adding that the hall is a busy place and  
makes a small surplus which is spent on maintenance/improvements. 

St Mary’s Church was represented by Rosemary, who told the room about the challenges 
and successes for the church, and reminded us that the building was now 168 years old. 
John, from Clophill Methodist Church, talked about the success of the roofing project 
last summer, and the variety of activities that they host on their premises.

From Clophill United Charities,  Julie Benson highlighted that £4000 had been paid  
to residents in need in the past year and also spoke about Clophill Community Care, 
explaining how they support villagers in need with a team of 49 volunteers. Clophill 
Friends of Cheshire Home were represented by John who told us about the great  
work they’re doing to support disabled adults in the area.

Clophill Parish Council 
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Chris and Imogen from Clophill Preschool gave a visual presentation to illuminate 
how their organisation is far more than just local childcare. Clophill Flower Club was 
represented by Carolyn who entertained with the fantastic work they’ve been doing, 
and promoted their website – www.clophillflowerclub.com. Clophill Heritage Trust 
was represented by Ali Bradbury who described the variety of projects run in and around 
the Old Church and award-winning Eco Lodges in the past 12 months. And Duncan of 
Clophill Utd FC informed us there were now 50 members and they were voted the  
‘Best Run Club’ in their league this year.

• Full minutes can be found on our website clophill-pc.gov.uk

Earlier in the evening there had been a brief Parish Council meeting where, amongst 
other official business, it was agreed that the PC co-opt Grant Walford and Wendy Austin 
and we look forward to working with them on maintaining a village we can be proud of.

Planning
CB/17/01411/FULL 
Location		  54 High Street 
Proposal		  Single-storey side extension                                                      SUPPORT

CB/17/01532/FULL 
Location		 25 Cainhoe Road 
Proposal		 Single-storey rear extension                                                      SUPPORT

CB/TCA/17/00120 
Location		 52 High Street 
Proposal		 Tree preservation order. Silver Birch – fell to ground                 SUPPORT

CB/TCA/17/00129 
Location		 112 High Street  
Proposal		 Tree preservation order. Crown reduction                                 SUPPORT

The next Parish Council meeting will take place at the Village Hall  
at 7.45pm on Tuesday 30th May 2017.       www.clophill-pc.gov.uk

Clophill Parish Council 
Continued

There won’t be a house-to-house collection 
for Christian Aid Week this year, but there 

will be a chance to donate at the Village 
Fete at the church on May 20th. 

Last year’s collection amounted to 
£1,262.44, so do please give generously. 
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Parish Registers for May
  1867

Baptisms 
May 5	 Mabel Hill – father was a farmer 
	 Elizabeth Gaylor – father was  
	 a bricklayer 
	 Sophie Sharman 
	 Arthur Roberts 
	 Elizabeth ? – single mother 
	 James Carter 
	 Grace Hopkins

  1867 (cont)

Marriages 
May 5	 George William Appleby,  
	 blacksmith, 22, to 
	 Emma Bottoms, 20 
May 15	 Laurence Joseph Birkitt, cab  
	 proprietor from Marylebone, 24,  
	 to Victoria Arundel, 26, servant

  1917

Burials 
May 27	 Mary Ann Olney, 61

ST MARY’S REGISTERS FOR APRIL 2017
Funeral     April 12      John Dyson, 86

Light Lunches were held on the five Wednesdays in Lent for the Christian charity Five 
Talents, which funds the start-ups of small businesses in Africa. An average of 35-40 
people enjoyed the fellowship in various venues and raised the magnificent sum of 
£1,200 before Gift Aid. This is a record amount for the annual event, which has been 
going for over 40 years. Huge thanks are due to the hosts and everyone who came.

St Mary’s Church News

Wildlife
walks & talks

Walk – Pegsdon Hills Chalk Grassland

Email flitvale.info@gmail.com or ring Ann on 07890 347327 after 6pm or at weekends

Wednesday 7th June, 7pm, Pegsdon Hills Reserve

Numbers will be limited so please reserve your place

Join Graham Bellamy on a walk over the chalk grassland of Pegsdon Hills  
to see flowers and birds. This is a follow-up to an earlier talk by Graham on  

how such areas have been managed – his topic of special focus in over  
40 years work in conservation. £1 per adult
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What’s on in and around Clophill
Wednesday 10th  
Late Spring Lunch  Clophill Methodist Church, 12.30pm-2pm  
See poster details in this issue

Saturday 20th  
Clophill Fete  St Mary’s Church, noon-4pm. See poster details in this issue

Saturday 27th  
Quiz Night  Stone Jug, 8.30pm. Up to six people per team, £2 per person.

Sunday 11th  
Summer Serenade  Choir Concert, 6pm, at the Grove Theatre, Dunstable 
See poster in this issue for ticket info

Sunday 18th  
Eco-lodges cafe  Open 2pm-4pm

Saturday 24th  
The Elements String Group Concert  St Mary’s Church, 7.30pm.  
Tickets available on the door: £12.50 including pre-concert canapés and drinks

Sunday 25th  
Guided Walk  ‘Medicinal Plants’ walk, 12-2pm, Clophill; £3 per person,  
advance booking required. Contact Clophill Heritage Trust

Saturday 8th  
Greensand Community Choir Concert  St Mary’s Church, 7.30pm.  
Donations to charity. Post-concert refreshments. 

Sunday 9th  
Afternoon tea  St Mary’s, 2.30-4.30pm. Donations to Christian Aid.

On throughout the month...

If you have any diary dates that you would like included on this page,  
please email clophillspotlight1@hotmail.co.uk

11

Fridays... 
•	 Clophill Toddler Group  Clophill Village Hall,  
	 10am-noon. See ‘Village Groups’ for contact details

27

18

JU
LY

24

8

One Saturday a month... 
•	 Messy Church  4pm-6pm, Clophill  
	 Methodist Church. Dates: 13 May; 17 June;  
	 15 July; 23 Sep; 14 Oct; 18 Nov; 16 Dec.  
	 All-age craft activities, worship and a meal  
	 for all the family. No fixed charge, donations  
	 welcome, children must be accompanied  
	 by an adult.  
	 See ‘Village Groups’ for contact details.

20

10

9

CHURCH SERVICES 
Regular services at St Mary’s Church, Clophill 
1st Sunday	 8am, Holy Communion;  
	 10.45am, Family Praise 
2nd & 4th Sundays	 10.45am, Parish Communion  
3rd Sunday	 10.45am, Morning Prayer/Praise 
5th Sunday 	 10am, Benefice Services

Regular services at Clophill Methodist Church 
1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th Sundays  10.30am Morning Service 
3rd Sunday	 10.30am All Age Worship Service

25
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Gas (Emergency)			   0800 111999 
Electricity (Emergency)			   0800 7838838 
Emergency Fire/Police/Ambulance			   999 
Water/Sewage (Anglian Water)			   0845 7145145 
Telephone	 (Customer Services) 150	 (Faults)	 151 
Highways Department (Central Bedfordshire Council)			   0300 3008049 
Benefits Agency (Bedford office)			   01234 361500 
Registrar’s Office (Births/deaths/marriages)			   0300 3008089 
Rail (Enquiries)	  	  	 0845 7484950 
Buses  01234 262151	 (Link A Ride) 01525 840511	 (Flittabus) 	 01582 406561 
Luton Airport			   01582 405100 
Swimming 	 (Flitwick) 01525 717744	 (Robinson Pool) 	 01234 212479

LIBRARIES	 Bedford    01234 350931	 Ampthill 	 01525 402278 
	 Barton      01582 881101	 Flitwick 	 01525 715268

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
Central Beds Offices (Chicksands)			   0300 300 8000 
Mid-Beds MP		  Nadine Dorries	 01462 811992 
Central Bedfordshire Councillors		  Michael Blair	 01525 404513 
		  Paul Duckett	 07988 184061 
Clophill Parish Council		  Paul Downing	 01525 860350 
	 (Clerk)	 James Stirling	 01462 887226

HOSPITALS 
Bedford (North & South) 	 01234 355122	 Admissions	 01234 261150 
		  Appointments	 01234 359012 
Luton & Dunstable			   0845 1270127

DOCTOR’S CLINICS 
Ampthill	 (Houghton Close) 01525 300898	 (Oliver Street)	 01525 631395 
		  (Greensands)	 01525 631390 
Shefford	 Enquiries 01462 818620	 Appointments	 01462 810034 
Barton     01582 528700		  Flitwick	 01525 715300

POLICE		  Non Emergency	 101 
County Police HQ			   01234 841212 
Ampthill Station			   101 
Clophill Local Policing Team			   01234 842613

CHURCHES 
St Mary’s Parish Church		  Liz Henman	 01525 860108 
St Francis RC Church, Shefford		  Ian Gordon	 01525 860875 
Clophill Methodist Church		  Jim Davies	 01525 860829 
Baptist Churches    (Ampthill) Doreen Gibbs 01525 862424   (Maulden) Ian Crawford 01525 634325 
                                                                                                   (Shefford) Hazel Arnold 01462 812564          

SCHOOLS 
Clophill St Mary’s C of E Lower School & Nursery	  (Headteacher Mrs K Bingley)	 01525 860206 
Harlington Upper School, Harlington			   01525 755100 
Preschool           clophillpreschool@gmail.com       (Chris)  07936 006381 or (Imogen)  07765 887868 
Redborne Upper School, Ampthill			   01525 404462 
Robert Bloomfield Middle School, Shefford			   01462 628800

Useful numbers
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Village groups
Beverley Court 
Brownies 
Clophill Community Care 
Clophill Heritage Trust 
Clophill St Mary’s C of E Lower School & Nursery 
Clophill Toddler Group 
Clophill United Charities 
Conservation Group 
Flower Club 
Friends of the Cheshire Home 
Funzone After School Club 
Greensands Community Choir 
Indoor Carpet Bowls 
Messy Church 
 
St Mary’s PTA 
Scouts and Cubs 
Tea and Chat 
Tuesday Club 
Village Hall Booking Secretary

 
https://enquiryym.girlguiding.org.uk 
Duty Contact 
Ali Bradbury 
Sharon Kempson 
Caroline Daniels 
Gillian Hill 
Brian Adams 
Gillian Hill 
Sue Pearson 
 
Luke Howard 
Tony Meredith 
Victoria Higgins 
victoriajhiggins@hotmail.co.uk 
Julia Skelton 
 
Anita Errick 
Betty Hampson 
Marilyn Browning

860920 
 

07791 773705 
07894 710001 

860206 
07734 495348 

860539 
862297 
860539 
861110 

07903 167493 
07975 520085 

860754 
07920 568861 

 
07774 993973 

www.scouts.org.uk/get-involved 
860695 
860750 

07821 643936
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Call us first for ALL your building works 
and get reliability, quality & sensible prices. 

• Domestic extensions
• Design & build service

• General building works, drives, patios 
• Carpentry, kitchen fitting, wall & floor tiling 

• Laminate flooring & hardwood flooring 

• Mini digger and driver hire 
• Electrical installations including 

Building Regulation part P certification
• Roofing repairs carried out

• Conservatories, UPVC windows

 
‘BEDFORDSHIRE’S PROFESSIONAL BUILDER’ 

01525 872762 / 07850 803021
email:  psbsltd@btconnect.com 
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Call us first for ALL your building works 
and get reliability, quality & sensible prices. 

 
Domestic extensions 

 
Design & build service 

 
General building works, drives, patios 

 
Carpentry, kitchen fitting, wall & floor tiling 

 
Laminate flooring & hardwood flooring 

 
Mini digger and driver hire  

 
Electrical installations including  

Building Regulation part P certification 
 

Roofing repairs carried out 
 

Conservatories, UPVC windows 
 

 ‘BEDFORDSHIRE’S PROFESSIONAL BUILDER’ 
 

01525 872762 / 07850 803021 
email:  psbsltd@btconnect.com 
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 REMEMBER OUR MOTTO
 “A VISIT TO THE JUG IS BETTER THAN GOING TO A PUB”

 CHEERS JOYCE & VIKKI
 

The S t on e Ju g BACK STREET, CLOPHILL 

A Free House Telephone
 01525

 860526
 

 

 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

REMEMBER OUR MOTTO 
“A VISIT TO THE JUG IS BETTER THAN GOING TO A PUB” 

CHEERS JOYCE & VIKKI 

The Stone Jug BACK STREET, CLOPHILL 
A Free House Telephone 

01525 
860526 

It’s time to accept the fact that we are in the 21st century. So with this in mind 
we will be moving with the times this year and installing a chip and pin machine 
and joining the world-wide web!  
All in good time though, after all Rome wasn’t built in a day! 
Some things don’t change though – we still offer good quality, fairly priced 
home cooked lunches, a proper pub atmosphere, real ales and dogs welcome. 
So if you haven’t tried us yet make 2013 the year to make that change. 
Once again, thank you for your support 
So for now it’s business as usual……………… 

2017 sees us celebrating our 35th anniversary – yes, it really has been THAT long!  
However, it’s not out with the old and in with the new as we believe in traditional, 
honest values – which is why our smiler, Bob, and the matriarch, Joyce, are still 
holding court! Make ‘The Jug’ part of your tradition in 2017 and experience 
a ‘proper pub for proper people’, as my late dad used to say. Cheers!
• 5 real ales, including 2 guest pumps that change frequently
  (see our Facebook page for details) 
• selection of wines and Prosecco by the glass – or even better, by the bottle
• home-cooked lunches Tues-Sat, 12pm-2pm

www.stonejug.co.uk www.facebook.com/thestonejugclophill

Email ads@clophillspotlight.co.uk

You can advertise for as little as £50 a year!

Fancy an ad 
in Spotlight?
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Contact our Advertising Manager  
at ads@clophillspotlight.co.uk

Introducing our  
quarter-page ad size 

– want one?

We’ve got  
the space  
for you!
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Understanding the importance of a child’s play

FRIDAYS 10am – 11.30am at the Village Hall
See ‘Village Groups’ for contact details

LOTS OF TOYS, SPACE AND FRIENDS
FOR BABIES AND TODDLERS UNDER 3
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QUALIFIED ACCOUNTANT

SJ TAX & ACCOUNTING

Professional friendly services,
Tax advice, Free initial consultation,

Sole trades, Ltd companies,
Bookkeeping, Payroll, 

CIS, VAT & Tax

e: sally@sjtax.co.uk
t: 01234 831997

m: 07899 808592 

DOWNLOAD OUR FREE APP
 “SJ TAX LTD” 

contains lots of free tax info and
a free income and expenses tracker
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LOVE SINGING!
sing wi

th an exciting local choir ...
Gre

ensa
nd Com

munity Choir

Come along to your local community choir, 
for men and women of all singing abilities!
Mondays, 8.00-9.30 pm at St. Mary's Church, Clophill.

Come and sing with an exciting new local choir led by a professional musical director 
Uplifting music in a variety of styles: musicals, classic pop, folksongs, sacred and world music
Welcoming singers of all abilities - no audition, no need to read music!
New members - come along any time for a free taster 

Enquiries to: 
greensandcommunitychoir@gmail.com 
or ring Luke on: 01525 838199

greensand choir-spotlight-amends-Oct14.qxp  24/10/2014  12:38  Page 1
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On the Green beside the Post Office every Friday 

3.30-7.30pm 
We are your local mobile fish and chip van, we have been parked on the 

green every Friday for the past 6 years.   
We serve only the highest quality produce, cooked fresh to order and served 

to you by our friendly staff. 
Why don’t you pop down and come and  

Try Our Fry! 
To avoid waiting in the cold, give us a call to  

place your order on: 07833 786108 
A big thank you to all our customers who have loyally supported us over the 

past couple of years. 
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STUART DREW ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
 

MEMBER OF THE ECA 
PART P CERTIFIED     QUALIFIED TO 17TH EDITION  

 
From extra lights & sockets, to re-wires. Fault finding and electrical safety 

certification. For a professional, courteous service with free estimates & all work 
guaranteed, please call me 

 
Fully qualified & insured 

30 years experience 

 
29 Lincoln Way 
Harlington 
Beds 
LU5 6NG 

 
Telephone: 

01525 875965 
07941 812662 

 

 

   QUALITY RANGE OF HOT & COLD FOOD 
FOR YOU TO ENJOY FROM THE GREEN 
CAFÉ 
            AT CLOPHILL POST OFFICE 

 
DRINKS – Coffees, teas, hot chocolate, soft drinks… 
SNACKS – Soup & roll, Toasties, Jacket Potatoes, Butties, Pasties, Hot Dogs… 
SWEETS – Scones, Muffins, Pastries, ice creams… 
 
Relax & enjoy your food at the Green or Take Away 
Phone in to pre-order for parties, business lunches, office snacks, special occasions 
School Lunchboxes for children by arrangement 
Give us a ring to see if we can meet your needs:- 

01525 860988 
 
 
 

Markham Architectural Salvage 
www.markhamreclaimed.co.uk 

Reclaimed Timber Specialists 
Oak Beams – Doors – Flooring – Bricks 

Bespoke Furniture – Landscaping Materials 
Mirrors – Roofing Materials 

Opening Hours: Monday Friday 9am – 5pm   Saturday 9am – 1pm 

Tel: 01525 876428 or Mobile: 07766 051307 
Upper East End Farm, Goswell End Road, Harlington, Bedfordshire, LU5 6NU 

 
ROGER STOREY  

YOUR LOCAL PAINTER AND DECORATOR 
Friendly and Reliable Service 

Many Years Experience 
Please phone: 01525 861253  or  07800 777615 

 
Based near Toddington, Bedfordshire. 

We rescue, rehabilitate & re-home stray & abandoned cats. 
We have lots of beautiful cats waiting for loving homes.  

Ring the shelter on 01525 875993 

or Sue on 01582 650167  to arrange a visit.                
Registered Charity No. 1098984            Visit our website @www.straycatrescue.org.uk 
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AIMS 
Tim Kemp BA FCA  ♦ Professional service providing for 
Top Barn  Rectory Road      all your accounting and tax needs 
Steppingly  MK45 5AT  ♦ Practical advice based on 20 years 
     experience in running businesses 
TEL/FAX : 01525 717141 ♦ Personal approach with fixed fees 
MOBILE  : 07900 823 012     relevant to the work you need 
www.aims.co.uk ♦ Friendly, local accountant support- 
e-mail: timk@aims.co.uk     ing the community for over 20 years 
 
 

Please call for a free, no-obligation initial meeting 
 

ACCOUNTANTS FOR business 
 
 



31

 15 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE COMPUTER MAN 
 

Got a problem with your computer and don’t know what 
to do? Suffering with a virus or spam? 

 
Don’t hesitate! Ring your local computer expert 

Remote repairs or home visits 
(Day, evening & weekend) 

 
Lap top/desk top loan 

(Free pick up & drop off in local area) 
 

Comprehensive health check from £35 (Special Offer £35 - normally £40) 
Refurbished fl at screen available from £15 • Refurbished base units available from £99 

 
Contact Stephen Amos 

07976 718567 
the.computerman@ntlworld.com 
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Exam techniques and preparation. Revision and practice 

papers:  SATs and GCSE 

Spanish for business or pleasure, all levels. GCSE & A-levels  

Skills development: conversation, reading and writing 

Maths: Boost your confidence and abilities 

KS1, KS2, KS3, SATs and GCSE practice papers 

DBS checked and references - Reasonable rates 

01525 860743  -  07952 667814   rincontuition@aol.com 

 

rincon tuition - Spanish & Maths  
Expand your knowledge.  Boost your confidence 

                                                    01525 860743   
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 Foot Health Practitioner 
 

Corns, Hard Skin, Verruca, Fungal Nail Infection,  
In-growing Toe Nails, Diabetic Foot Care, Athlete's Foot,  

Pedicure, General Nail Cutting etc. 
In the comfort of your home or at my clinic 

Ann Gibbons MCFHP. MBAFHP.  
Competitive Rates  

Tel: 01462 813252   Mob: 07872 315763 
Web: www.shamrockclinic.co.uk 

For opening hours and other details please refer to my website 
       
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 Baths, Toilets & 
Showers  

Sinks and Taps 
Guttering 

Leaks and Burst Pipes 
Drainage 

Handyman jobs also 
 

Silsoe based 
No call out fee – free estimates 
Fully insured and guaranteed 

No job too small 
07720 723653   01525 864859 

info@betaplumbing.co.uk 
www.betaplumbing.co.uk 
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Unit 6, Woodside Farm, Clophill Road, Maulden, Beds, MK45 2AE 

 
Feeds for Dogs, Cats, Rabbits, Horses, Ponies, 

Poultry, Goats, Sheep, Birds 
 

Tel:  01525  860150 
 

‘For all creatures great and small 
serving the local community for over 30 years’ 

 
 
 

Chapman & Kirby Heating 

Gas, Plumbing & Heating Installations 

Gas Safe Registered 

Boiler Servicing & Maintenance 

Call us now 

Email: info@chapmanandkirbyheating.co.uk
Tel: 01525 861255  Mob: 07831 132308

 

1C, Old Silsoe Road, Clophill, Beds., MK45 4AR 
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Reassurance when you need it most
Serving the people of Bedfordshire since 1875

www.nevillefuneralservice.com

Neville Funeral Service
inc. George Squire & Sons since 1976

24 Clifton Road  
Shefford  SG17 5AE 

t:  01462 813258
e:  shefford@nevillefuneralservice.com

Neville Funeral Service
The Old Church  Flitwick Road 

 Ampthill  MK45 2NT
t:  01525 406132

e:  ampthill@nevillefuneralservice.com
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SHEFFORD  01462  627002 
www.bathroomvogue.com 

Unit 4A, Shefford Industrial Park, St Francis Way, Shefford SG17 5DZ 
 
 
 
 

• Suppliers of traditional and modern 
equipment 

 
• Working whirlpool & spa baths, power 

& steam shower systems on display 
 
• Over 40 settings on display 
 
• Complete installation service if 

required 
 
• Personal friendly service from a family 

run business 

• Wall and floor tiles 
 
• Accessories 
 
• Mirrors 
 
• Bathroom furniture 
 
• Heated towel rails 
 
• Saunas 
 
• Bathroom cabinets 

EST. 
1989 
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Traditional
Window Cleaner

Peter Hendry

phendry8@hotmail.co.uk
07590599381

Compu-Doc
PC / laptop crisis ?

Call the Doc for -

Hardware & software

Diagnosis & treatment
 john.stafford@compu-doc.co.uk01525-402227
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TREE SURGERY, HEDGE TRIMMING,  
TURFING, FENCE MAINTENANCE,  

DECKING,  PATIO CLEANING 
Qualified, Fully Insured, Competitive Rates 

Free Estimates 

TEL: 01582  518954    MOB: 07828 490360 
Web Site:  www.adaminyourgarden.co.uk 

 

Root n Branch Ad (126x31).pdf   1   14/03/2013   14:15
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AACCCCOOUUNNTTIINNGG  SSEERRVVIICCEESS  
accounting solutions for the 

Self–Employed and Small Business  
including

Bookkeeping ♦  Accounts ♦ HMRC tax returns    
 

For a totally confidential service at very competitive rates contact  
Richard Fairholm  T: 01525 861087 M: 07714189994 E:

 
mbaccounts@btinternet.com 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 Deborah Beare  BSc (Hons) Ost.  
 Registered Osteopath 
  
 The Clophill Centre for 
 Complementary Therapy 
 Clophill Fruit Farm, 

Shefford Road 
Clophill 

 
  To book appointments call:  07969 921112 

OSTEOPATHY 
 

•
 

Cranial & Structural Osteopathy
 

•
 

Neck & Low Back Pain
 

  
• Muscle Tension 
• Sports Injuries 
• Arthritic aches & pains 
• Headaches 

 



43

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phone: 07821 643 936
Mail: Clophill.villagehall@gmail.com     Web: www.clophillvillagehall.co.uk
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Plumbing & Drainage Services 
Beta Plumbing	 33 
Chapman & Kirby Heating	 34

Post Offices 
Mace Post Office & Stores	 27

Print Services 
Ampthill Print Centre	 IFC
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Tim Downing Repair Services	 42
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Maximum Security Systems	 39

Take-aways 
The Happy Plaice	 27

Tuition Services 
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Village Hall 
Clophill Village Hall	 43
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Shamrock Clinic - Foot Health	 33 
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Christopher The Painter	 18 
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Greensands Community Choir	 24

Nursery Schools 
Clophill PreSchool	 26 
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Lower School and Nursery	 26 
Clophill Toddler Group	 22 
Wrest Park Day Nursery - Silsoe	 39

Pet Services 
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Stray Cat Rescue	 28 
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Advertisers index

For further information about advertising in Spotlight, 
please contact our Advertising Manager at ads@clophillspotlight.co.uk

Ads from as little as £50 per year



Chimneys Swept
Wood and Multifuel Stove 
Installation & Liners

MARK MASSEY
01525 860424
07858 688785

mark@poppinschimneys.co.uk

Brush, Vacuum and Nest Removal Services
Wood Stove Installation and Liners

Great Service –  Great Price!

Great Service - Great Price!

01525 860424 07858 688785
mark@poppinschimneys.co.uk

or



The Tanning Station & Pebbles Beauty
• Sunbeds • Facials

• Massage • HD Brows

• Eyelash Extensions • LCN Nail Extensions

• Bio Sculpture • Manicure 

• Pedicure • Hot Stone massage

• Spray Tans • Waxing

• Footcare Specialist • Jessica GELeration

• LVL • Threading

01525 720 095 www.tanningstation.co.uk
2 Steppingley Road, Flitwick, Bedfordshire MK45 1AJ

Opening Times
Monday - Tuesday 09.00 -19.00
Wednesday - Thursday 09.00 -21.00
Friday 09.00 -19.00
Saturday 10.00 -16.00
Sundays & Bank Holidays CLOSED

T.C. COOMBER

AMPTHILL 
01525 406330

UNIT F, AMPTHILL INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, STATION RD, AMPTHILL, MK45 2QY

MOT’S CLASS 4/7
SERVICING & REPAIRS
CAR & COMMERCIAL
TYRES & EXHAUSTS
AIR CONDITIONING
DIAGNOSTIC CODE READINGCollection  

& Delivery 
SERVICE AVAILABLE
Please ask

Locally printed by                    Ampthill | Tel: 01525 300001. www.fidelityprint.co.uk


