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 Stuart Benson Building Projects 

Design, Build and Maintenance including Interior Refurbishments, 
Kitchen / Bathroom fitting, Tiling, Flooring, Skirting boards, Doors 

Garage conversions. Exterior Decking, Patios, Driveways 
Garden Offices/ Sheds 

Tel: 07946 579862 or 01525 403083 
Email: benson.stuart@ googlemail.com 
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“ We’re back!

”
Don’t forget you can now read Spotlight online at 

www.clophillspotlight.co.uk

So, Spotlight returns from its summer break and we’re raring to go! Good job  
we’re feeling energetic as there’s lots going on in and around the village – from  
barn dancing to wine tasting and musical concerts to archaeological talks  

there’s something to suit everyone.

                      Of course THE big event coming up is next weekend’s Scarecrow Festival 
                          when the village will be filled with some weird and wonderful characters.  

                        Hopefully you’ve made one of your own to exhibit, but even if you  
                                haven’t do have a wander around on the 12th and 13th to have  

a look and cast your vote.

                              We hope you enjoy this issue. Don’t forget to check out  
                                  the ads at the back – we’ve a whole heap of lovely local  

                companies offering their services in the area.  
Who needs Yellow Pages, eh?

See you next month!
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Keech Hospice Care would like to say a big thank you to Clophill resident Cora Sheppard 
who chose to support us at her summer garden fete event in June. This was very well 
received by the local community and raised the amazing sum of £1,805.50.

Keech Hospice Care believes that no one should have to 
face a life-limiting or terminal illness alone. We care for 
adults across Luton and South Bedfordshire and children 
across Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire and Milton Keynes. 
Our care extends to the entire family offering emotional, 
spiritual and practical support. For these families, when  
it seems as though nothing will be the same again,  
we’re here to help.

Our care isn’t just provided at the hospice. It can also  
be provided in the hospital, school, care or family home  
– wherever support is needed most.

Here at Keech we’re reliant on the support of our local 
community to help us raise the 70% of funding we  
need to keep providing  
the care we offer. 

Rebecca Eastwick, regional fundraiser for North Beds and Milton Keynes 
* For more information www.keech.org.uk

As most people know we work hard as a Committee to manage the  
Village Hall and the costs of running it for the benefit of all Clophill  
residents. Like everyone else we have to pay for our waste collection services.

Sadly, some people seem to have taken the attitude that the Village Hall is  
now the local dump. In July, somebody dumped their garden refuse next  
to our bin, and this isn’t the first time we’ve had rubbish dumped there.  
What happens is that the refuse collection people will only take the  
contents of the bin, so the bags are left on the ground. This isn’t a very  
healthy or tidy situation.

We do have CCTV coverage of the grounds around the hall, but  
wouldn’t it be rather sad if we had to report people (especially if  
they’re local) for fly tipping?

Steve Langhorn, Chair, Village Hall Management Committee

A plea from the Village Hall Committee

Well done, Cora!
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Please don’t dump!
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Visitors are very welcome. 
Venue: Lecture Theatre, Flitwick Library, 7.30pm for 7.45 pm 

£2 for members and £3 for visitors, payable on the door

For further details contact Clive Makin on 01582 655785  
or clive.makin@ntlworld.com, www.adalhs.org.uk

Ampthill & District Archaeological & Local History Society

Historian and author Bernard O’Connor explores the hidden activities  
at Tempsford in Bedfordshire during WWII.

Churchill’s Secret Airfield
Monday 5th October

Using modern techniques and considerable research based on an accurate  
survey by Rudolf Agas in 1581, John Little and Alan Higgs have reconstructed  

how the village would’ve appeared in amazing detail.

Monday 2nd November, Speakers: John Little and Alan Higgs
A View of Toddington in the 16th Century

• For this November date only, meet at Poplars Learning Zone,  
Toddington, LU5 6HE, at 7.30pm

Barbara Fern’s talk includes yet another link with Wrest Park. 
A glass of wine and mince pie will follow the talk.

Monday 7th December

From Lawyer to Gambler –  
The Earls of Hardwick at Wimpole

A big thank you to everyone who has supported our fundraising efforts towards our  
Raise the Roof Fund. We’d particularly like to thank Victoria, Nick and Poppy, and  
Delia, for hosting a BBQ and a Cream Tea at their homes which raised an amazing £500. 

During August we held Messy Mornings, which have proved popular and will continue 
into term time. We also have our new Coffee & Catch-Up on Thursday mornings –  
perfect for having a chat in out of the cold.  
Nicola Wood

Dates for your diary... 
• Coffee and Croisant – 10am-noon, Sat 3rd October and Sat 21st November, £1.50. 
• Harvest Festival Weekend – Saturday/Sunday 12th and 13th September.  
   Refreshments/Messy church/Quiz sheets/ Harvest Service.  
• Macmillan Coffee Morning – 10:30am-noon, Wednesday 23rd September.

Clophill Methodist Church News
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Flittabus needs YOU!
Volunteer drivers needed!

Driving a Flittabus can be fun; it’s also very worthwhile.  
We have 3 buses and 11 routes driven (and managed) by over 20 volunteers. We provide scheduled 

services around Central Bedfordshire, helping many elderly people to remain independent.

If you can spare just one or two half days a month we’d like to hear from you. Why not  
come for a trial drive and see if you like it? Lady drivers very welcome. Full support and  

training will be provided. To learn more please contact Chris Tarmu on 01525 861940.

Note: New drivers need to be under the age of 67 • Helpline for bus information 07960 388 111
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The Old Church and Eco lodges – recreational activities

Over the summer we remained busy with guided ‘Tower Tours’ of The Old Church and 
newly introduced day-long recreational courses at the Lodges. Paula de Santis Smith, an 
artist/art teacher who lives in the village, ran a Saturday course in Water Colour Painting 
followed a week later by a Giant Bug’s workshop for youngsters. Andy Fox ran two day-
long ‘Birds of Prey Photography’ workshops and Sam Turner ran a kids yoga class.

Building works 
In June, work was completed on our connection to the National Grid so we now have power 
and lighting as well as our security systems in place for both the Old Church and Lodges. 

Work on commissioning the water bore hole and ground source heat pumps is in hand 
and we’re also particularly grateful to the efforts made by volunteers in connection with the 
installation of underfloor heating and laminate floor covering in the warden’s accommodation. 

Funding, largely via the Green Infrastructure Plan, has enabled us to continue with getting the 
lodges ready for full occupation. Two of the lodges now have functioning hot water showers. 

Visit us at www.ClophillEcoLodges.org.uk or bookings at info@ClophilHeritage.org

• If you’d like to get in touch you can contact: Ali Bradbury (07894 710001),  
  John Wright (07860 839845) or Barry Breed (01525 860834).

News from Clophill Heritage Trust 
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Hi everyone, we hope you’ve all enjoyed the summer break. We’re very excited to be 
starting our third year at Clophill Preschool with over 30 children on our register and  
six brilliant members of staff. We’ve increased our opening hours this year and would  
like to thank the Village Hall for allowing us to do so. 

At the end of last term we opened a breakfast club, and it’s been a great success. We 
offer the children cereal, fruit or something toasted when they first come in then a snack 
around 10.45am. Some children may not have eaten before they come to us, others 
may have had an early start and need refuelling! We find a full tummy makes for better 
behaviour and better concentration – in grown-ups too!

Last term we applied for some funding for new equipment and over the summer holidays 
we received the good news that we’d been successful. So far we’ve purchased a new 
picket fence for our outside area and two more storage trolleys, one for construction 
equipment and tools and the other for water and sand toys. 

We’re always self-evaluating our setting and developing the areas to excite and stimulate 
the children. At the end of last term we made the mark-making and creative area more 
structured and created a larger drawing space. In our role play area we added a karaoke 
machine with a microphone and a mirror next to it. It’s quite amazing to see the quietest 
of children pick up the mic and sing along to their favourite track. Some love an audience, 
others tend to face away from everyone, lost in their own little world. The language 
development and confidence building this engenders is fantastic. To develop this area 
further we’ve bought a tepee and a shop so we’re looking forward to lots of counting  
and money work as well as the development of narratives and storytelling. 

Don’t forget to look out for our Scarecrow at this year’s festival. It will be our 
first job when our doors open on September 7th! A busy term, as usual, with all the 
festivals to explore and celebrate, and we look forward to getting to know our new 
families as well as catching up with our current ones.

Our opening hours...

Our prices... 
AM session	 £15 for 2 year-olds; £11.85 for 3-4s 
AM session + lunch	 £20 for 2 year-olds; £15.80 for 3-4s 
AM + PM session + lunch	 £25 for 2 year-olds; £19.75 for 3-4s 

Contact: Imogen (07765 887868) or Chris (07936 006381) or email us at 
clophillpreschool@gmail.com. You can also find us at www.clophillpreschool.co.uk 
and on Facebook. 

Clophill Preschool News

Days AM session AM session + lunch 
(please bring lunch)

AM & PM session + lunch 
(please bring lunch)

Monday 9.15-12.15 9.15-1.15 9.15-2.15
Tuesday 9.15-12.15 9.15-1.15 No PM session
Wednesday 9.15-12.15 9.15-1.15 9.15-2.15
Thursday 9.15-12.15 9.15-1.15 9.15-2.15
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Understanding the importance of a child’s play

FRIDAYS 10am – 11.30am at the Village Hall
See ‘Village Groups’ for contact details

LOTS OF TOYS, SPACE AND FRIENDS
FOR BABIES AND TODDLERS UNDER 3
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The demonstrator for our July meeting was Grania Newton, an experienced florist who’s  
now venturing into demonstrating. Her theme was ‘Yeats Country’.

W B Yeats spent his childhood years in County Sligo, so Grania based 
her first design on the poem ‘The Lake Isle of Innisfree’ (Innisfree 
means Heather Island). It was a modern arrangement using lilac-
coloured roses, pink gerberas and aubergine and white carnations. 
Yeats was fascinated with Irish legends and folklore, which inspired 
Grania’s next arrangement depicting the mythical Iron Age Queen 
Maeve. She filled a large metal vase with different forms and textures 
of plant material along with green anastasia chrysanthemums, red 

gerberas, stocks and pink peonies.

Grania used fern to represent Glencar Waterfall, as mentioned in Yeats’ 
poem ‘The Stolen Child’. Variegated persian ivy, clematis tendrils and 
gypsophila depicted the flow, and veronica, lisianthus and peonies  
– all white – were added for impact.

Mullaghmore is one of the best big-wave surfing 
locations in the world, with waves reaching up to 
50ft high. A large curve to depict the giant wave 
had been made out of dried birch into which 
soft ruscus was incorporated. To create the effect 
of the sea breaking on the rocks Grania placed 

white avalanche roses into her arrangement before using orange 
gerberas to represent the surfers.

Drumcliffe Round Tower is one of 52 Irish early Medieval stone towers 
which it’s believed were built as bell towers or as a place of refuge. 
Phormium tenax leaves were used for height and woven and intertwined palm leaves for 
added interest and depth. A striking spray of yellow cymbidium orchids completed the design.

The stunning sunsets off the coast of County Sligo were the 
inspiration for Grania’s final arrangement, a horizontal design 
executed on the top of a very narrow round glass container. 
Pheasant berry was used for structure and cordyline, orange 
gerberas, rose espana and dried aspidistra leaves provided  
the rich colours of the sunset.  Ann Dowding

• Our next meeting will be on October 1st  when 
  Jane Ellis will be demonstrating her interpretation  
  of ‘Remember, Remember’. Do join us at 7.30pm  
  at Clophill Village Hall.

Clophill & District Flower Club
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Wildlife
walks & talks

Fungal Foray

For additional information please email flitvale.info@gmail.com  
or ring Ann on 07890 347327 between 6pm and 8pm or at weekends 

Wednesday 28th October, 10am-noon, Flitwick Moor
A mid-week walk through the moor with renowned mushroom and toadstool expert  

Peter Walker. A damp end to the summer would help ensure a fine show, so keep  
fingers crossed that the weather cooperates. £1 per adult
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Tuesday to Saturday with a total of 19.5 hours – the position  
would fit around school hours. No previous experience necessary.

Please contact Vikki at the Stone Jug on  
01525 860526/07789 736367 or leave  
your details behind the bar.

1.	 Bring to the boil a large pan of salted water. 
2.	 Open the tin of tuna and drain the oil into a medium-sized pan. 
3.	 Add to this oil the peeled whole cloves of garlic, the chilli flakes and the  
	 sage and fry gently over a medium heat until the garlic becomes golden. 
4.	 Add in the tomato passata – rinse out the jar with a little cold water and  
	 add to the pan. 
5.	 Season to taste and simmer while your pasta is cooking. 
6.	 Once the water is boiling add in the pasta and cook for 8-10 minutes  
	 or as directed on the packet. 
7.	 When the pasta is half cooked add the flaked tuna to the sauce. 
8.	 When the pasta is cooked drain thoroughly and add to the sauce. 
9.	 Mix well and serve immediately.

Rigatoni Pasta with Tuna Sauce
Christine’s quick ‘n’ easy recipe

•	400g rigatoni rasta (or other short pasta)  
•	3-4 cloves of garlic, peeled 
•	1 bottle tomato passata 
•	whole branch of fresh sage leaves  

INGREDIENTS  Serves 4

• large tin of tuna in olive oil  
•	½ tsp dried chilli flakes  
•	splash of extra virgin olive oil 
•	salt & freshly ground black pepper

Italian Cookery Demonstration
3rd October at 11am 

At the demonstration I’ll be showcasing four recipes which you will be able to taste,  
along with a glass of wine (or two) or a soft drink. Recipe sheets will be available to  
take home. Tickets cost £10 each and all proceeds will be donated to the St Mary  

Church restoration fund. There’ll also be a raffle so remember your wallet.

As space is limited please book early – call me on 861012

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

REMEMBER OUR MOTTO 
“A VISIT TO THE JUG IS BETTER THAN GOING TO A PUB” 

CHEERS JOYCE & VIKKI 

The Stone Jug BACK STREET, CLOPHILL 
A Free House Telephone 

01525 
860526 

It’s time to accept the fact that we are in the 21st century. So with this in mind 
we will be moving with the times this year and installing a chip and pin machine 
and joining the world-wide web!  
All in good time though, after all Rome wasn’t built in a day! 
Some things don’t change though – we still offer good quality, fairly priced 
home cooked lunches, a proper pub atmosphere, real ales and dogs welcome. 
So if you haven’t tried us yet make 2013 the year to make that change. 
Once again, thank you for your support 
So for now it’s business as usual……………… 

Part-time Kitchen Hand/Cook Required
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

REMEMBER OUR MOTTO 
“A VISIT TO THE JUG IS BETTER THAN GOING TO A PUB” 

CHEERS JOYCE & VIKKI 

The Stone Jug BACK STREET, CLOPHILL 
A Free House Telephone 

01525 
860526 
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So for now it’s business as usual……………… 
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•	The council decided to co-opt two additional council members (with no voting  
	 rights): Sarah Chatwin and Steve Rodell. 
•	A resolution has been agreed, subject to conditions, for a grant of £2k towards the  
	 Methodist Church roof repair. 
•	The council discussed the neighbourhood plan, and heard from Tom Wakeman,  
	 who’s been processing the data. 
•	We discussed the best course of action regarding the safety of the High Street  
	 around the school during school drop-off/pick-up times. No decisions have yet been  
	 made, but a clear course of action should be apparent by our September meeting. 
•	Also discussed at the meeting was how the council can better receive views and  
	 opinions from young people locally.

The above is a brief summary only. If you’d like to read the full minutes,  
please go to www.clophillparishcouncil.bedsparishes.gov.uk

SUPPORTING CLOPHILL’S YOUNG PEOPLE 
Over the school summer break, Clophill Parish Council spent time thinking about ways in 
which we can support the young people in our village, particularly those approaching or at 
school-leaving time. We asked ourselves how we can provide them with engaging, fulfilling 
activities and also ensure their opinions are heard as we make decisions about our future.

Recently, there have been lots of changes in Government policy for young people, 
including reforming of A level qualifications and the introduction of new traineeships 
to help young people prepare for apprenticeships. Then we have speculation about the 
reduction of tax credits and housing benefits for under-22s and the scrapping of university 
maintenance grants from 2016. In August, youth unemployment in the UK rose to 16%.
On a national level, with so much changing so regularly, this is an uncertain time for 
young people. We feel it would benefit the entire village if we address this issue head on.

Previously the parish council has supported developments such as the local football team, 
the skate park in the recreation ground, a boxing class in the village hall and a litter pick in 
association with the Lower School. Yet we’re aware that more can and should be done.

One obvious issue is that Clophill parish councillors, perhaps unfortunately, aren’t teenagers 
and don’t necessarily know what the right answers are. This is where we need your help. 
We’d like to hear from young people and their parents about their views on what is to be 
a teenager in Clophill. We’d be particularly interested in responses to these questions:

•	What did you enjoy/dislike about the summer break? 
•	What would make Clophill a better place to grow up in? 
•	Would a ‘Clophill Parish Youth Council’ be something you’d be interested in taking part in?

Please email your answers and any other thoughts to terryleegbr@hotmail.com  
or kate_breed@hotmail.com

Notes from the Parish Council meetings 

Clophill Parish Council is now on Facebook 
Check out www.facebook.com/clophillparishcouncil for information on events  

and activities in and around the village. And don’t forget to ‘like’ us!

Since the last edition of Spotlight there have been two parish council meetings.
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Planning
CB/TCA/00227 
Location: 	 The Old Post Office, High Street 
Proposal: 	 To fell a Conifer and prune other trees in the rear garden.         SUPPORT

CB/TCA/15/02250 
Location:	 112 High Street 
Proposal:	 To fell two Silver Birch trees within the garden and replace.       SUPPORT

CB/15/02250/FULL 
Location:	 7 Dearmans Close 
Proposal:	 Application for extension to the house. The Parish Council supports  
		  this application provided that the new work ensures adequate off road  
		  parking within this close.                                                           SUPPORT

CB/15/0222/FULL 
Location:	 22 Jacques Lane 
Proposal:	 To erect a cattery for business purposes. The Parish Council has received  
		  concerns from neighbours within the lane. The concerns are about the  
		  increase in traffic in this narrow lane and proximity to near neighbours.  
		  In the circumstances the Parish Council objects to this proposal.  OBJECT

CB15/02482/FULL 
Location:	 Paradise Farm, The Causeway 
Proposal:	 To site three further gypsy homes within the confines of the farm. The  
		  Parish Council has objected to this application on several grounds. The  
		  proposed site isn’t part of the existing site and the intended placing is  
		  some distance away from the current location. If agreed it will have the  
		  effect of creating a gypsy site that is approximately 5 acres in area. The  
		  proposed site is outside the village settlement area. The proposed site  
		  is in a dangerous flood zone (flood zone 3).The area is designated a  
		  county wildlife site and as such, according to Central Bedfordshire  
		  Council’s own policy, has protection from development.              OBJECT

Ref: CB/15/02501/FULL 
Location:	 Mouse Farm, Shefford Road 
Proposal:	 Change of use from a barn to a dwelling. The Parish Council  
		  understands that there has been a change in the legislation to allow  
		  for change of use in such circumstances. The Parish Council has  
		  requested that planners ensure that the current height and building  
		  footprint aren’t exceeded so that this will ensure that the dwelling  
		  nestles into this countryside setting, if approved.

CB/15/02503/FULL 
Location:	 The Stables, Brickwall Farm, Kiln Lane 
Proposal:	 Conversion to dwelling. This is outside the village settlement area.  

Continued

Notes from the Parish Council meetings 
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Continued

Notes from the Parish Council meetings 

The next meeting of the Parish Council take place at the village hall on  
29 September at 7.45pm, with a surgery beforehand at 7.30pm.

		  This is the second application for this particular building, and the  
		  circumstances in reality haven’t altered. Should this be agreed then  
		  there is a precedent being set for numerous similar building within this  
		  village, the planning appeals inspector looks for consistency in planning  
		  and will no doubt take this into account with any applications that are  
		  of a similar nature.                                                                        OBJECT

CB/15/02429/FULL 
Location:	 5 Cainhoe Road 
Proposal:	 First floor side and rear two storey extension. There are numerous other  
		  similar alterations to houses within this estate.                          SUPPORT

CB/15/02329/FULL 
Location:	 The Post Office, The Green, Clophill 
Proposal:	 Canopy over the entrance. Whilst this is in the very heart of the village  
		  the Parish Council believes that the proposal won’t look out of place  
		  at the shop and cafe. It’s thought that it will provide shelter for those  
		  wishing to enjoy refreshments in a peaceful setting.                  SUPPORT

CB/TCA/15/00254 
Location:	 110 High Street 
Proposal:	 Fell Willow and Leylandii.                                                           SUPPORT

Friday 2nd October, Clophill Village Hall Doors open at 7pm. Entry is 30p per 
adult, accompanied children free. Refreshments available. All profits are donated for 

the direct benefit of the Residents at the Leonard Cheshire DisABILITY Home in Ampthill.

We recently funded an ‘Animal Encounter’ for the Home. 
‘Teaching Talons’ took an amazing selection of animals 
to the Home – including Chip the Dog, giant African 
land snails, owls, rats, millipedes and hedgehogs. The 
residents had a really lovely time and had the chance to 
touch and hold the animals themselves.

We also continue to fund fortnightly shopping trips to Bedford, when we accompany 
the residents. If you have any good quality jumble for us or would like to help at the 

event, or join us on a shopping trip with the residents, please call 01525 861110.

Grand Jumble Sale

Clophill Friends of the Leonard Cheshire Disability home at Ampthill

We look forward to seeing you there.
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What’s on in and around Clophill
Saturday 12th/Sunday 13th 
Clophill Scarecrow Festival  See the poster in this issue for full details.

Sunday 13th 
Free entry to the Ailesbury Mausoleum & Crypt  Maulden, from 3-5pm. 
Refreshments available in St Mary’s Church, Church Road, Maulden.

Sunday 20th 
Warden Abbey Open Day  11am-4pm. See the poster in this issue for full details.

Saturday 26th 
Barn Dance  7.30pm-11pm, Clophill Village Hall, £10. See the poster in this issue.

Friday 2nd 
Jumble Sale  7pm, Clophill Village Hall. Entry 30p per adult; accompanied children 
free. In aid of Clophill Friends of the Leonard Cheshire Disability Home.

Monday 5th 
Churchill’s Secret Airfield  Ampthill & District Archaeological & Local History 
Society talk, 7.30pm, Flitwick Library. See this issue for full details. 

Wednesday 14th 
‘The Armchair Traveller’  A talk by Carolyn Cranswick. 7.30pm, St Mary’s Church, 
Clophill. Tickets £5 from Christine 861912 or Heather 860548.

Saturday 19th 
The Parkside Singers Concert  2.30pm, Parkside Hall, Ampthill.  
See the poster in this issue for ticket details. 

Friday 23rd 
Wine Tasting Evening  7.30pm, St Mary’s Church, Clophill.  
See the poster in this issue for full details.

Wednesday 28th 
Fungal Foray  Mushroom spotting with an expert, 10am-noon, Flitwick Moor.  
See this issue for details.

Wednesdays... 
•	 ‘Tea and Chat’ 10.30am-noon,  
	 Clophill Methodist Church Schoolroom 
•	 Zumba Toning  8pm-9pm, Clophill Village Hall
Thursdays... 
•	 Coffee & Catch-up  Clophill Methodist  
	 Church. Term time only.
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One Saturday a month... 
•	 Messy Church  4pm-6pm, Clophill  
	 Methodist Church, 18 July; 12 September;  
	 10 October; 14 November; 12 December.  
	 All-age craft activities, worship and a meal  
	 for all the family. No fixed charge, donations  
	 welcome, children must be accompanied by  
	 an adult. See ‘Village Groups’ for contact details.

On throughout the month...

If you have any diary dates that you would like included on this page,  
please email clophillspotlight1@hotmail.co.uk
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Fridays... 
•	 Clophill Toddler Group  Clophill Village Hall,  
	 10am-11.30am See ‘Village Groups’ for contact details
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Gas (Emergency)			   0800 111999 
Electricity (Emergency)			   0800 7838838 
Emergency Fire/Police/Ambulance			   999 
Water/Sewage (Anglian Water)			   0845 7145145 
Telephone	 (Customer Services) 150	 (Faults)	 151 
Highways Department (Central Bedfordshire Council)			   0300 3008049 
Benefits Agency (Bedford office)			   01234 361500 
Registrar’s Office (Births/deaths/marriages)			   0300 3008089 
Rail (Enquiries)	  	  	 0845 7484950 
Buses  01234 262151	 (Link A Ride) 01525 840511	 (Flittabus) 	 01582 406561 
Luton Airport			   01582 405100 
Swimming 	 (Flitwick) 01525 717744	 (Robinson Pool) 	 01234 212479

LIBRARIES 
	 Bedford    01234 350931	 Ampthill 	 01525 402278 
	 Barton      01582 881101	 Flitwick 	 01525 715268

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
Central Beds Offices (Chicksands)			   0300 300 8000 
Mid-Beds MP		  Nadine Dorries	 01462 811992 
Central Bedfordshire Councillors		  Michael Blair	 01525 404513 
	 Paul Duckett 07988 184061	 Mark Smith	 01525 402560 
Clophill Parish Council		  Peter Clarke	 01525 861179 
	 (Clerk)	 Mrs Lyn Lyman	 01908 584159

HOSPITALS 
Bedford (North & South) 	 01234 355122	 Admissions	 01234 261150 
		  Appointments	 01234 359012 
Luton & Dunstable			   0845 1270127

DOCTOR’S CLINICS 
Ampthill	 (Houghton Close) 01525 300898	 (Oliver Street)	 01525 631395 
		  (Greensands)	 01525 631390 
Shefford	 Enquiries 01462 818620	 Appointments	 01462 810034 
Barton     01582 528700		  Flitwick	 01525 715300

POLICE		  Non Emergency	 101 
County Police HQ			   01234 841212 
Ampthill Station			   101 
Clophill Local Policing Team			   01234 842613

CHURCHES 
St Mary’s Parish Church	 (Gill Jones) 01525 861058	 or (Liz Henman)	 01525 860108 
St Francis of Assisi Shefford			   01462 813436 
Clophill Methodist Church		  (Mr Jim Davies)	 01525 860829

SCHOOLS 
Clophill St Mary’s C of E Lower School & Nursery	  (Headteacher Mrs K Bingley)	 01525 860206 
Harlington Upper School, Harlington			   01525 755100 
Redborne Upper School, Ampthill			   01525 404462 
Robert Bloomfield Middle School, Shefford			   01462 628800

Useful numbers
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Village groups
Beverley Court 
Boxing Club 
Brownies 
Clophill Community Care 
Clophill Heritage Trust 
Clophill Parish Action 
Clophill St Mary’s C of E Lower School & Nursery 
Clophill Toddler Group 
Clophill United Charities 
Conservation Group 
Crafty Pastimes 
Flower Club 
Friends of the Cheshire Home 
Funzone After School Club 
Indoor Carpet Bowls 
Messy Church 
 
Pre-school 
St Mary’s PTA 
Scouts and Cubs 
Tuesday Club 
Village Hall Booking Secretary

 
Loraine Freeman 
https://enquiryym.girlguiding.org.uk 
Duty Contact 
Ali Bradbury 
Ali Bradbury 
Sharon Kempson 
Emma Topliff 
Gillian Hill 
Brian Adams 
Anita Errick 
Gillian Hill 
Sue Pearson 
Rosemary Ilett 
Tony Meredith 
Victoria Higgins 
victoriajhiggins@hotmail.co.uk 
clophillpreschool@gmail.com 
Lindsey Jones 
Ralph Rayner 
Betty Hampson 
Marilyn Browning

860920 
07714 014484 

 
07791 773705 
07894 710001 
07894 710001 

860206 
07921 810424 

860539 
862297 
860695 
860539 
861110 
860274 
860754 

07920 568861 
 

07732 872685 
07879 430956 

403956 
860750 

07821 643936

  1815

No registers recorded

  1865

Baptisms 
September 3	 Emily Sh? 
		  Flora Sara B? 
		  Catherine Charlotte  
		  Grummitt (?) 
Burials 
September 28	 Edwin Stimson (infant) 
September 29	 Emily Barrett (infant)

Parish registers for September
  1915

Marriages 
September 22	 George Henry Pritchett, 22,  
		  to Lizzie Gobey, 24 
Burials 
September 8	 Elizabeth Willison, 91

  1965

Baptisms 
September 19	 Stephanie Jane Tiller 
		  Owen John Hughes 
Marriages 
September 25	 Melvyn Frederick Harris, 22,  
		  to Jaqueline Ann Boyd 
		  Anthony James Wildman,  
		  25, to Marilyn Watkins, 21 
Burials 
September 6	 James Whittamore, 82 
September 11	 Ernest John Willmore, 81

ST MARY’S CHURCH REGISTERS FOR AUGUST
Baptism		 Olivia Grace Edmundson
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Call us first for ALL your building works 
and get reliability, quality & sensible prices. 

 
Domestic extensions 

 
Design & build service 

 
General building works, drives, patios 

 
Carpentry, kitchen fitting, wall & floor tiling 

 
Laminate flooring & hardwood flooring 

 
Mini digger and driver hire  

 
Electrical installations including  

Building Regulation part P certification 
 

Roofing repairs carried out 
 

Conservatories, UPVC windows 
 

 ‘BEDFORDSHIRE’S PROFESSIONAL BUILDER’ 
 

01525 872762 / 07850 803021 
email:  psbsltd@btconnect.com 

 
 
 
 

PETER SHARPE 
BUILDING SERVICES LTD 
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Hardware & software
Diagnosis & treatment

01525-402227

Sick PC or laptop?

Call the Doc for -

John.stafford@compu-doc.co.uk

“Treating local computers since 2000!”

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

REMEMBER OUR MOTTO 
“A VISIT TO THE JUG IS BETTER THAN GOING TO A PUB” 

CHEERS JOYCE & VIKKI 

The Stone Jug BACK STREET, CLOPHILL 
A Free House Telephone 

01525 
860526 

It’s time to accept the fact that we are in the 21st century. So with this in mind 
we will be moving with the times this year and installing a chip and pin machine 
and joining the world-wide web!  
All in good time though, after all Rome wasn’t built in a day! 
Some things don’t change though – we still offer good quality, fairly priced 
home cooked lunches, a proper pub atmosphere, real ales and dogs welcome. 
So if you haven’t tried us yet make 2013 the year to make that change. 
Once again, thank you for your support 
So for now it’s business as usual……………… 
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LOVE SINGING!
sing wi

th an exciting local choir ...
Gre

ensa
nd Com

munity Choir

Come along to your local community choir, 
for men and women of all singing abilities!
Mondays, 8.00-9.30 pm at St. Mary's Church, Clophill.

Come and sing with an exciting new local choir led by a professional musical director 
Uplifting music in a variety of styles: musicals, classic pop, folksongs, sacred and world music
Welcoming singers of all abilities - no audition, no need to read music!
New members - come along any time for a free taster 

Enquiries to: 
greensandcommunitychoir@gmail.com 
or ring Luke on: 01525 838199

greensand choir-spotlight-amends-Oct14.qxp  24/10/2014  12:38  Page 1
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Hot stone and Swedish massage
Manicures & pedicures (Shellac gels available)

Waxing
Eye treatments

Facials
Pregnancy massage
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Welcome to Clophill St Mary’s 
C of E Lower School and Nursery 

St Mary’s is a Voluntary Aided Church of England Lower School based in the village 
of Clophill.  We are a small friendly village school with close links to the local 
community, taking children aged from 2 years 7 months to 9 years.

St. Mary’s is a Values Based school which provides children with a framework for 
living, tightly woven into the positive Christian ethos of the school. 

Our vision at St Mary’s is to provide a secure, inclusive and stimulating child 
centred environment, where all children are inspired to achieve their full potential. 
Our aim is that every child will develop as a caring, respectful member of the 

community and society as a whole. We will achieve this 
through a creative curriculum based on our values, refl ecting 
the Christian ethos of our school.

Please call us on 01525 860206 
to arrange a visit

High Street, Clophill, Bedfordshire, MK45 4BE
Tel: 01525 860206  stmarysclophill@cbc.beds.sch.uk  www.stmaryslower.info
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Situated around a private lake within 8 acres of Bedfordshire countryside, this 
stunning and peaceful setting is exclusively for cats 

 
Inspection visits most welcome 
Open 7 days a week except Public Holidays 
Highest standard of hygiene & cleanliness observed 
Heated accommodation with large covered external runs 
Shared boarding available to cats from the same household 
All ages of cats welcome 
Collection and delivery service available 
 

Established for over 30 years, the highly competent team of staff at Sealawn look forward to 
welcoming your cat for the ultimate care experience whilst you are away from home 

 
Contact us for a full colour brochure 

Telephone: 01525 860585 
Email: sealawn@btinternet.com 

Visit our website: www.sealawn.com 
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On the Green beside the Post Office every Friday 

3.30-7.30pm 
We are your local mobile fish and chip van, we have been parked on the 

green every Friday for the past 6 years.   
We serve only the highest quality produce, cooked fresh to order and served 

to you by our friendly staff. 
Why don’t you pop down and come and  

Try Our Fry! 
To avoid waiting in the cold, give us a call to  

place your order on: 07833 786108 
A big thank you to all our customers who have loyally supported us over the 

past couple of years. 
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STUART DREW ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
 

MEMBER OF THE ECA 
PART P CERTIFIED     QUALIFIED TO 17TH EDITION  

 
From extra lights & sockets, to re-wires. Fault finding and electrical safety 

certification. For a professional, courteous service with free estimates & all work 
guaranteed, please call me 

 
Fully qualified & insured 

30 years experience 

 
29 Lincoln Way 
Harlington 
Beds 
LU5 6NG 

 
Telephone: 

01525 875965 
07941 812662 

 

 

   QUALITY RANGE OF HOT & COLD FOOD 
FOR YOU TO ENJOY FROM THE GREEN 
CAFÉ 
            AT CLOPHILL POST OFFICE 

 
DRINKS – Coffees, teas, hot chocolate, soft drinks… 
SNACKS – Soup & roll, Toasties, Jacket Potatoes, Butties, Pasties, Hot Dogs… 
SWEETS – Scones, Muffins, Pastries, ice creams… 
 
Relax & enjoy your food at the Green or Take Away 
Phone in to pre-order for parties, business lunches, office snacks, special occasions 
School Lunchboxes for children by arrangement 
Give us a ring to see if we can meet your needs:- 

01525 860988 
 
 
 

Markham Architectural Salvage 
www.markhamreclaimed.co.uk 

Reclaimed Timber Specialists 
Oak Beams – Doors – Flooring – Bricks 

Bespoke Furniture – Landscaping Materials 
Mirrors – Roofing Materials 

Opening Hours: Monday Friday 9am – 5pm   Saturday 9am – 1pm 

Tel: 01525 876428 or Mobile: 07766 051307 
Upper East End Farm, Goswell End Road, Harlington, Bedfordshire, LU5 6NU 
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SHEFFORD BUILDING SUPPLIES LTD 
44 HIGH STREET, SHEFFORD, BEDS 

 
 
 
 
Key Cutting           Gas 
Tools            Electrical 
Timber            Plumbing 
Sheet Materials           Sand & Cement 
Gardening           Domestic 
Paint            Ironmongery 
 
 
 
 

 
Tel: 01462 813381 

TRULY AN ALADDIN’S CAVE 
Free delivery 
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AIMS 
Tim Kemp BA FCA  ♦ Professional service providing for 
Top Barn  Rectory Road      all your accounting and tax needs 
Steppingly  MK45 5AT  ♦ Practical advice based on 20 years 
     experience in running businesses 
TEL/FAX : 01525 717141 ♦ Personal approach with fixed fees 
MOBILE  : 07900 823 012     relevant to the work you need 
www.aims.co.uk ♦ Friendly, local accountant support- 
e-mail: timk@aims.co.uk     ing the community for over 20 years 
 
 

Please call for a free, no-obligation initial meeting 
 

ACCOUNTANTS FOR business 
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Established 1901

Auction Every Saturday
Viewing every Friday 8.30am - 8.00pm 
Entries for our weekly sales can include:

Antique & Modern Furniture • Clocks • Books 
Ceramics & Glassware • Pictures & Prints • Bicycles 
Jewellery & Watches • Garage Tools & Equipment  
Household Electrical Items • Timber & Building Materials  
Office Furniture & Equipment • Retail Products & Stock 
Horticultural & Commercial Equipment • Vehicles  
Garden Furniture & Effects • Collectables

COLLECTION SERVICE AVAILABLE
Bedford Auction Centre 26 Newnham Street, Bedford MK40 3JR 

01234 266 366  www.peacockauction.co.uk

2014 123mm x 90mm Parish Ad mono.indd   1 16/01/2014   16:22
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THE COMPUTER MAN 
 

Got a problem with your computer and don’t know what 
to do? Suffering with a virus or spam? 

 
Don’t hesitate! Ring your local computer expert 

Remote repairs or home visits 
(Day, evening & weekend) 

 
Lap top/desk top loan 

(Free pick up & drop off in local area) 
 

Comprehensive health check from £35 (Special Offer £35 - normally £40) 
Refurbished fl at screen available from £15 • Refurbished base units available from £99 

 
Contact Stephen Amos 

07976 718567 
the.computerman@ntlworld.com 
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CTP CONSTRUCTION 
Local Building Company 
Established for over 25 years 

U.K. Trades Approved 
No job too small  -  Competitive prices 

Free estimates given on all Building Work 
Tel: Silsoe  01525 860105 

www.ctpconstruction.co.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
ROGER STOREY  

YOUR LOCAL PAINTER AND DECORATOR 
Friendly and Reliable Service 

Many Years Experience 
Please phone: 01525 861253  or  07800 777615 
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SIMON BISCOE LANDSCAPES 
 

Decking-Fencing-Raised Vegetable Beds-Turfing-Maintenance-Paving-Planting 
Complete Garden Design and Build Service 

 

Tel: 0770 279 1993     email:sblandscapes@live.co.uk 

 

Washing Machines  Dishwashers  Dryers 
Repairs  Servicing  Sales 

 
A local family business offering 

a quality service at a competitive price 
Est. 1981 

 

Tel: CLOPHILL 860148 
or Tim Downing direct on 07969 545 276 

 

A member of the White Goods Trade Association 
Fully Insured 



37

 Foot Health Practitioner 
 

Corns, Hard Skin, Verruca, Fungal Nail Infection,  
In-growing Toe Nails, Diabetic Foot Care, Athlete's Foot,  

Pedicure, General Nail Cutting etc. 
In the comfort of your home or at my clinic 

Ann Gibbons MCFHP. MBAFHP.  
Competitive Rates  

Tel: 01462 813252   Mob: 07872 315763 
Web: www.shamrockclinic.co.uk 

For opening hours and other details please refer to my website 
       
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 Baths, Toilets & 
Showers  

Sinks and Taps 
Guttering 

Leaks and Burst Pipes 
Drainage 

Handyman jobs also 
 

Silsoe based 
No call out fee – free estimates 
Fully insured and guaranteed 

No job too small 
07720 723653   01525 864859 

info@betaplumbing.co.uk 
www.betaplumbing.co.uk 
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Unit 6, Woodside Farm, Clophill Road, Maulden, Beds, MK45 2AE 

 
Feeds for Dogs, Cats, Rabbits, Horses, Ponies, 

Poultry, Goats, Sheep, Birds 
 

Tel:  01525  860150 
 

‘For all creatures great and small 
serving the local community for over 30 years’ 

 
 
 

Chapman & Kirby Heating 

Gas, Plumbing & Heating Installations 

Gas Safe Registered 

Boiler Servicing & Maintenance 

Call us now 

Email: info@chapmanandkirbyheating.co.uk
Tel: 01525 861255  Mob: 07831 132308

 

1C, Old Silsoe Road, Clophill, Beds., MK45 4AR 
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Ampthill and Flitwick 
Physiotherapy Clinic 

 

The very best physiotherapy care from a friendly 
approachable clinic with ten highly trained 

Chartered physiotherapists 
Daytime, Saturday and evening appointments 

We also offer: Reflexlology ~ Pilates ~ Nutrition 
~ Homeopathy ~ Counselling ~ Fitness Training ~ 

 
7 Station Square - Flitwick - Beds - MK45 1 DP 

Telephone: 01525 720882 
Fax 01525 720886 

www.chartered-physiotherapy.co.uk 
 

 

www.insideoutblinds.co.uk 

FREE Quotations and FREE Fitting 
FREE Vibration Sensor (electric awnings) 
GREAT Discounts on quality made to measure 
blinds and shutters  -  FREE advice. 
We are a local business established over 7 years, so why not 
call Bob today for your free quote, and see our full range? 
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SHEFFORD  01462  627002 
www.bathroomvogue.com 

Unit 4A, Shefford Industrial Park, St Francis Way, Shefford SG17 5DZ 
 
 
 
 

• Suppliers of traditional and modern 
equipment 

 
• Working whirlpool & spa baths, power 

& steam shower systems on display 
 
• Over 40 settings on display 
 
• Complete installation service if 

required 
 
• Personal friendly service from a family 

run business 

• Wall and floor tiles 
 
• Accessories 
 
• Mirrors 
 
• Bathroom furniture 
 
• Heated towel rails 
 
• Saunas 
 
• Bathroom cabinets 

EST. 
1989 
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Stephen’s Plants
at Maulden Garden Centre on the A507 bypass (near A6 / Clophill)

Seasonal and hardy plants
Vegetable seeds and plants
Hanging baskets and tubs

plus composts and fertilisers
all with EXPERT ADVICEand a smile

Telephone: 01525 861696

for your

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

THE CAUSEWAY    CLOPHILL  

   TELEPHONE   01525 860339 
 
 The home of 

LYRENSTAN 
STANDARD LONG HAIRED DACHSHUNDS 

 
HEATED KENNELS & CAT CHALETS WITH INDIVIDUAL RUNS 

INSPECTION WELCOME ANYTIME 
 

 1

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Magazine Staff 
 
EDITOR    Helen Gent, 25 Mill Lane              864836 
    E-mail:  clophillspotlight1@hotmail.co.uk 
 
DIARY & SOCIAL EDITOR Sharon Meredith, 23 Cainhoe Road             860759 
 
ADVERTISING MANAGER David Liu, “Glenside”, Great Lane             860381 
    Davidliu58@btinternet.com 
DISTRIBUTION ENQUIRIES Steve Smith               860216 
 
PRODUCTION MANAGER Mike Benson, 72 High Street              860497 
 
TREASURER   Richard Pearson               861110 
 
DELIVERY POINTS FOR COPY 55 High Street   
                   or to the Editors listed above 
 
COPY DEADLINE  20th  OF THE MONTH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
   LOTS OF TOYS, SPACE AND  
   FRIENDS FOR BABIES AND  
   TODDLERS UNDER 3. 
    
   FRIDAYS 10-11.30am at the Village Hall  
   See `Village Groups' for contact name & phone No 

RICHARDSONS 
OF AMPTHILL LTD 

ESTABLISHED 1944 
 

     Y|Çx ]xãxÄÄxÜç     Y|Çx ]xãxÄÄxÜç     Y|Çx ]xãxÄÄxÜç     Y|Çx ]xãxÄÄxÜç    
 

                    TÇà|Öâx VÄÉvTÇà|Öâx VÄÉvTÇà|Öâx VÄÉvTÇà|Öâx VÄÉv~ exáàÉÜtà|ÉÇ~ exáàÉÜtà|ÉÇ~ exáàÉÜtà|ÉÇ~ exáàÉÜtà|ÉÇ    
 

                    ZÉÄw Uâç|Çz VxÇàÜxZÉÄw Uâç|Çz VxÇàÜxZÉÄw Uâç|Çz VxÇàÜxZÉÄw Uâç|Çz VxÇàÜx 
 

The Market House, 6 Church Street, Ampthill, Bedfordshire, MK45 2EH 
Telephone:  01525 403474 

www.richardsonsofampthill.co.uk
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TREE SURGERY, HEDGE TRIMMING,  
TURFING, FENCE MAINTENANCE,  

DECKING,  PATIO CLEANING 
Qualified, Fully Insured, Competitive Rates 

Free Estimates 

TEL: 01582  518954    MOB: 07828 490360 
Web Site:  www.adaminyourgarden.co.uk 

 

Root n Branch Ad (126x31).pdf   1   14/03/2013   14:15
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MMBB  AACCCCOOUUNNTTIINNGG  SSEERRVVIICCEESS  
accounting solutions for the 

Self–Employed and Small Business  
including 

Bookkeeping ♦  Accounts ♦ Tax returns ♦ Cash flows 
 

For a totally confidential service at very competitive rates contact  
Richard Fairholm  T: 01525 861087 M: 07714189994 E:

 
mbaccounts@btinternet.com 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 Deborah Pedley BSc (Hons) Ost. 
 Registered Osteopath 
  
 The Clophill Centre for 
 Complementary Therapy 
 Clophill Fruit Farm, 

Shefford Road 
Clophill 

 
  To book appointments call:  07969 921112 

OSTEOPATHY 
 

• Cranial & Structural Osteopathy 
• Neck & Low Back Pain 
• Infant Feeding & Sleeping Problems 
• Muscle Tension 
• Sports Injuries 
• Arthritic aches & pains 
• Headaches 
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 Exam techniques and preparation, revision and practice papers. 

Spanish for business or pleasure, all levels. Skills development. 

 Maths all levels: KS1, KS2, KS3; SATs and GCSE practice papers 

CRB certified & references  –     Reasonable rates  
01525 860743  -  07952 667814    

 rincontuition@aol.com 
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 Maths all levels: KS1, KS2, KS3; SATs and GCSE practice papers 

CRB certified & references  –     Reasonable rates  
01525 860743  -  07952 667814    

 rincontuition@aol.com 
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Phone: 07821 643 936
Mail: Clophill.villagehall@gmail.com     Web: www.clophillvillagehall.co.uk
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COSY HOLIDAY COTTAGE IN NORTH NORFOLK 
 
• Available for weeks or weekend breaks 
 
• Sleeps 5 
 
• All modern comforts and amenities 
 
• 7 miles from the coast, in the picturesque 

village of  South Creake 
 

Contact Tim or Nicky Kemp 
On 01525 712285 or visit our website at 
www.cosynorfolkcottage.co.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tel: Darren – 01234 307753   Mob: 07866 699822 
e-mail:  darrenmeyern@googlemail.com 

SPECIALISTS IN KITCHEN  
& BATHROOM FITTING 
FLOOR & WALL TILING 

FREE DESIGN, ADVICE &  
NO OBLIGATION QUOTES 

 

“Our success is your satisfaction” 
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The Tanning Station & Pebbles Beauty
• Sunbeds • Facials

• Massage • HD Brows

• Eyelash Extensions • LCN Nail Extensions

• Bio Sculpture • Manicure 

• Pedicure • Hot Stone massage

• Spray Tans • Waxing

• Footcare Specialist • Jessica GELeration

• LVL • Threading

01525 720 095 www.tanningstation.co.uk
2 Steppingley Road, Flitwick, Bedfordshire MK45 1AJ

Opening Times
Monday - Tuesday 09.00 -19.00
Wednesday - Thursday 09.00 -21.00
Friday 09.00 -19.00
Saturday 10.00 -16.00
Sundays & Bank Holidays CLOSED



T.C. COOMBER

AMPTHILL 
01525 406330

UNIT F, AMPTHILL INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, STATION RD, AMPTHILL, MK45 2QY

MOT’S CLASS 4/7
SERVICING & REPAIRS
CAR & COMMERCIAL
TYRES & EXHAUSTS
AIR CONDITIONING
DIAGNOSTIC CODE READINGCollection  

& Delivery 
SERVICE AVAILABLE
Please ask
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