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 Stuart Benson Building Projects 

Design, Build and Maintenance including Interior Refurbishments, 
Kitchen / Bathroom fitting, Tiling, Flooring, Skirting boards, Doors 

Garage conversions. Exterior Decking, Patios, Driveways 
Garden Offices/ Sheds 

Tel: 07946 579862 or 01525 403083 
Email: benson.stuart@ googlemail.com 
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20th of the month
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“ We’re back!

”
Don’t forget you can now read Spotlight online at 

www.clophillspotlight.co.uk

If you’re hosting a coffee morning, 
unfortunately it’s too late to put something 
in Spotlight but do let all your friends and 
neighbours know so they can pop in. And  
why not send us a photo of your event and  
the amount you raised so we can feature  
it in the next issue.

See you back here in October!

Yep, our summer break is over so it’s back to business for Spotlight.  
As ever, we’ve got a cracking little magazine for you – flick through  

to find news, info and events in and around the village.

This month we’re putting the kettle on for the World’s Biggest Coffee 
Morning on September 30th. It’s Macmillan’s annual fundraiser and a great 

excuse for having a natter over coffee and lots of scrumptious cakes.
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Memories of a Remarkable Lady 
Teacher and Deputy Head at St Mary’s School

Hilary and Mike moved to Clophill in the early Seventies, living in Tanqueray Avenue, 
Cainhoe Road and later in Jacques Lane. Hilary taught at Chantry in Luton before  
having daughter Sarah. Hilary and Mike soon became members of St Mary’s Church. 

Hilary began teaching at St Mary’s Lower School in 1974 when Mollies Fisher was  
Acting Head. Marion Roberts arrived in January 1975 and Hilary was teaching  
the Reception Class. She was a very special Early Years teacher as she was caring,  
creative and had a warm sense of humour.

As a teacher Hilary had special skills. She had a great knowledge and understanding  
of children and education.

She was dedicated to her pupils and school and she worked long hours, usually into the 
early hours of the morning preparing work and marking. Hilary was a perfectionist. Her 
displays of the children’s art work were beautifully presented and her handwriting was 
always meticulous, in spite of her arthritic hands. Hilary often wrote and produced the 
school productions – and they were productions! Many past pupils will remember The 
Weavers of Woburn, Old Time Musical Hall, Come to the Zoo and other productions.

She loved to extend the children’s experiences and would take her Year 4 class to Kentwell 
Manor for a Tudor Day. She organised a Victorian Day and Harvest Festival with everyone 
dressed up, traditional Harvest gifts and farming tools and even sepia photographs to 
record the event. Hilary and her class did the Domesday Project for Clophill, involving a 
vast amount of extra research.

Hilary became Deputy Head in 1977 and worked exceptionally well with Marion Roberts 
and all the staff.  She was loved by all as she was fun and always bright and cheerful, 
despite her health problems. In 1983 she began teaching Year 4 as it was less physically 
demanding. In 1987 she decided to move for a Headship and she was seconded to 
Renhold Lower School for a year before being appointed to Haynes Lower School, which 
she enjoyed for a few years.

Throughout her adult life Hilary battled with rheumatoid arthritis and later osteoporosis – 
having been told she would be in a wheelchair by the age of 35. She ‘popped’ painkilling 
pills to keep going and tried steroids, gold injections and later surgery to maintain her 
mobility. At times she came to school on crutches. When the school boiler broke down 
Hilary came to school and sat in her classroom in a sleeping bag.

Hilary and Mike moved to Worcestershire in 2005 to be near their daughter Sarah.  
Mike died in 2010 and Hilary suffered many health and physical problems but somehow 
seemed to stay positive and able to share a joke with friends. She died on Sunday 1st 
August and will be sadly missed by her friends in Clophill and all those who knew her. 

Carolyn Cranswick, friend and former colleague



4

The Old Church and Eco Lodges 
The Trust has developed good working relationships with a number of local schools, the 
latest being Parkfields Middle at Toddington. Their deputy headmaster Mr Andy Fisher 
organised an ‘Enterprise’ scheme whereby for the last three weeks of the school summer 

term a voluntary group 
of Year 8 pupils would 
undertake various 
physical working 
tasks outside of 
school to assist in the 
‘community’. This year 
they came to Clophill 
where they carried 
out weeding, ground 
maintenance work, 
shed painting, log 
cutting and repairs to 
the Old Church plastic/
pea gravel flooring. On 
their final day in July 
they were treated to a 
lunchtime BBQ courtesy 
of our warden Kayleigh   
and volunteers.

Pop-up café and pony rides 
July and August saw the Eco Lodges hold pop-up cafés featuring delicious homemade 
cakes. We also had two lovely ponies, Megan and Brambles, giving children rides around 
the church while parents enjoyed teas and coffees.

Wine tasting day 
A small party of people went on the first 
Clophill Eco Lodges wine tasting last month. 
It began at Southill with a tour of Old Warden 
Vineyards, where the group learned about 
viniculture and sampled locally produced 
English Wine. This was followed by lunch 
and then back to the Eco Lodges with Derek 
Smedley, Master of Wine, for international wine 
tasting and further education. The day finished 
with cheese and wine before heading home.

Tower tours 
Our Tower Tours continue to grow in popularity and several walking groups have visited 
us and enjoyed the views from the top of the Old Church Tower. Some also managed 
sightings of our young Kestrels who’ve now fledged and left the nest.

News from Clophill Heritage Trust 

Parkfields Middle School pupils and their deputy headmaster hard at work
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Find us at www.ClophillEcoLodges.org.uk and on Facebook. 
For bookings, get in touch at info@ClophilHeritage.org 

Pumpkin festival 
Plans are now underway for our Pumpkin Festival on 29th October and we’d like to ask 
for donations for the raffle and tombola stands – unwanted/unused gifts, good-quality 
toys, toiletries etc (and of course any bottles!) would be very gratefully received.  
Please drop these off at the Eco Lodges or into Assistant Warden Emily at 25 Readshill.  
If you’d like us to collect your items please contact us on 07825 051667.

• Stall sites are available for the festival – contact 07935 911207 | 
   or email info@clophillheritage.org

More news... 
• We have a fully compliant DDA Unit available for letting to disabled persons and  
   our first resident at the beginning of August was Stephen from Bolton and his mother  
   Shirley who were visiting relatives in Clophill.

• Last month we had our first ‘kids party’ who were able to make full use of  
   ‘The Nest’ and grounds.

Want to become a volunteer? Contact: Kayleigh Waight (07889 980872), Ali Bradbury 
(07894 710001), John Wright (07860 839845) or Barry Breed (01525 860834).

Clophill Methodist Church News
We’re pleased to report that  
the re-tiling of our church roof 
has been completed and the 
church is now open. We’d like  
to thank everyone for their 
continued support during the 
building work, especially those 
who opened up their homes  
to continue our weekly Tea and 
Chat. A very big thank you to  
all those people who’ve helped 
us raise the much-needed funds 
for this project.

If you’re passing, take a  
moment to look up and see 
how well the building now 
looks. We’ll be holding a Service 
of Celebration and an official 
opening next month.

Nicola Wood, on behalf of 
Clophill Methodist Church
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Open Day and Wine Sale
Sunday 11th September, 11am-4pm

To celebrate 30 years of Warden Abbey Vineyard, this is a rare opportunity to visit 
both the vineyard and the historic Warden Abbey building which is being thrown 

open by the Landmark Trust. Find out the story of the Medieval vineyard and abbey, 
why and how the monks made wine and how we care for the vines all year round.

For more information and directions go to 
www.wardenvineyard.org.uk or phone 07981 113714.

Please note, may not be suitable for those with limited mobility.

Tours • Wine tasting • Local food • Stalls • BBQ • Refreshments 
Entrance – adults £2, children free
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1.	 Bring to the boil a large pan of salted water. 
2.	 Trim the green beans and cut into 2-inch pieces. 
3.	 Blanch the beans in the boiling water until tender. 
4.	 Remove the beans from the water using a skimmer or slotted spoon. 
5.	 Add the pasta to the boiling water and cook for 10 mins until al dente  
	 – cooked but firm to the bite. 
6.	 While the pasta is cooking prepare the pesto by putting the oil, parmesan,  
	 garlic, pine nuts, basil leaves  
	 and seasoning into a blender. 
7.	 Blend until you have a  
	 smooth sauce. 
8.	 Drain the cooked pasta and  
	 place in a large serving bowl. 
9.	 Toss with the pesto sauce and  
	 add in the green beans and  
	 50g pine nuts. 
10.	Serve with more freshly grated  
	 parmesan cheese.

Penne Pasta with 
Green Beans and Pesto

Christine’s quick ‘n’ easy recipe

•	400g penne pasta

INGREDIENTS  Serves 4 people

•	150g fresh green beans •	50g pine nuts

For the pesto 
•	5 tbsp extra virgin olive oil 
•	1 clove of garlic  
	 (cut into pieces)

•	1 tbsp freshly grated  
	 parmesan cheese 
•	50g pine nuts

•	small bunch of fresh basil leaves 
•	salt and freshly ground  
	 black pepper

Allotment in Clophill Available
An allotment in The Slade is available for rent from 
Clophill United Charities. The previous tenant has 

kindly agreed to leave fruit cages and a lock-up unit. 

For further information, please contact  
Gillian on 01525 860539.
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Wildlife
walks & talks

Fungal Foray

For additional information and to reserve places please email flitvale.info@gmail.com  
or ring Ann on 07890 347327 between 6pm and 8pm or at weekends

Flit Vale Local Group   www.flitvale.org.uk 

Sunday 18th September, 10am-12.30pm, Flitwick Moor
Join Pat Cavanagh and members of the Hertfordshire & Bedfordshire Fungi Group on a foray  

onto Flitwick Moor. Experts from the group will be on hand to help identify species.

Small Mammal Trapping  
and Identification

Saturday 24th September, 8.30am-12pm, Flitwick Moor
Richard Lawrence and Colin Carpenter will be setting out the traps on Flitwick Moor  

late Friday ready for Saturday morning’s exciting discovery. Yellow-necked mouse,  
bank vole, common shrew – come and discover what’s hidden inside.

£1 per adult. Places are limited, so please reserve your place.

Flittabus needs YOU!

If you can spare just one or two half days a month we’d like to hear from you.  
Why not come for a trial drive and see if you like it? Full support and training  

will be provided. To learn more please contact Chris Tarmu on 01525 861940. 
Note: New drivers need to be under the age of 67

Helpline for bus information 07960 388 111

Volunteer drivers needed!

Driving a Flittabus can be fun;  
it’s also very worthwhile. 

We have 3 buses and 11 routes driven (and  
managed) by over 30 volunteers to provide scheduled 
services around Central Bedfordshire, helping many 
elderly people to remain independent.
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Percy was the first of six of Clophill’s men to die at the Battle 
of the Somme. The battle had commenced on 1st July and 
lasted until 18th November 1916 on both sides of the upper 
reaches of the river Somme in France. 

He was born in Clophill in 1897 and in 1911 was living with 
his parents Priscilla and Daniel, a farm labourer, and three 
of his siblings at 1 Old Silsoe Road. That year he was one of 
12 boys who won a gardening prize at school. Percy’s father 
had lived in Clophill at least from 1861 to the time of Percy’s 
death; his mother died in 1914, two years before her son.

Percy was one of five boy scouts to join the Territorials, later 
becoming a Private in the 5th Battalion of the Bedfordshire 
Regiment and then a drummer with the 2nd (City of 
London) Royal Fusiliers. The Battalion was sent to France in March 1916, sailing to 
Marseilles and travelling by train to concentrate in the area east of Pont Remy by  
the end of March. In July they went into action in the Battles of the Somme. The  
Battalion had previously been involved in heavy fighting at Gallipoli.

In September 1916, the 34th and 2/2nd London Casualty Clearing Stations were 
established at Grove Town, as it was known to the troops, to deal with casualties  
from the Somme battlefields. The Cemetery contains 1,395 First World War burials.

Remembering Clophill’s Fallen

 
Percy is commemorated at the Grove Town Cemetery, Meaulte, Somme

Continuing our series on the centenary of Clophill’s brave men who lost  
their lives in the First World War, this month we focus on Percy Eddy who  
died of wounds on 30th September 1916, aged 19.
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Hi all! We had a fantastic end to our year in July – the sun shone for Sports Day and we 
had our biggest turn out ever with over 100 family members with us to support their 
children and join in the fun. The Mums and Dads races saw lots of competitiveness but also 
camaraderie among them. On the day we had our new Child Development Office in from 
Central Bedfordshire Council who was so impressed with our relationship with our families 
and community that we were apparently the ‘talk of Central Beds’. We were asked to write 

an article about the event 
for their newsletter that’s 
sent out to all Early Years 
settings across Central 
Bedfordshire. 

Our leavers party was a 
fun but also sad event as 
we saw our biggest group 
ever leaving us to go onto 
school. We’re very proud 
of all that they achieved in 
the time they were with 
us and will miss them and 
their families a great deal 
but wish them all the very 
best for the future. 

We spent our last day of term at Standalone 
Farm, with most of our children and their 
parents with us which made for a really great 
day out. The children enjoyed the animals and 
the parents relaxed as the children played on the 
large play area. It was a great opportunity for 
staff and parents to mix and get to know each 
other better over an ice cream and lots of chat.

Over the summer holidays we had one of 
our great ideas!  ‘Let’s do a car boot sale and 
raise money for a trampoline for Preschool’ 
we decided. So early one Sunday morning we 
(Imogen and Chris) went off with a truck load of 
items to sell. We set up pitch at Pulloxhill – only 
to find that our neighbouring pitches were held 
by a TA from Dunstable and a Nursery Nurse 
from Luton! We managed to make enough 
money to just about pay for a small trampoline 
and can’t wait for the children to use it.

News
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The holidays went quickly as we 
prepared for our 4th year at Clophill 
Preschool. As usual we’ve developed 
the setting and the way we run it to 
further improve it. We look forward to 
welcoming our new children and their 
families as well as receiving our old 
children back for what we know will  
be another exciting year. 

Here are just some of the comments 
from our parents at the end of last term…

“Clophill Preschool isn’t just any Preschool – the staff are the  
most caring and nurturing I’ve met.”

“A lovely atmosphere. Kind, caring staff who are creating a fun  
and happy place for the children.”

“He has especially enjoyed the outdoor and messy play. He has learnt a lot  
during his time here and is well prepared for school. Thank you!”

“Absolutely fantastic … has benefitted hugely from the understanding and  
support of the staff. He has loved Preschool. Couldn’t have asked for more.”

“The staff showed so much thought and care when transitioning children  
to their new schools. I’m honestly blown away by the thought that goes into  
giving the children such an enriching and happy environment. Imogen and  

Chris have set an amazing standard and ethos and I would happily  
recommend Clophill Preschool to anyone.”

If this sounds like the kind of place you’d like to send your child to, we’d be delighted for you 
to explore our setting, introduce you to our staff and show you what we can offer you and 
your child.  Bye for now, Chris, Imogen and the team.

• Get in touch with Imogen on 07765 887868 or Chris on 07936 006381  
   or visit www.clophillpreschool.co.uk

            All are cordially invited to meet our doctors and visiting health  
       and Social Services professionals to hear about and discuss  

GP services, health, welfare and caring issues.

A Health Evening
at St Nicholas Church Hall, Church Road, Barton

Wednesday 14 September, 7.30pm-9.30pm

                     BARGOOSE PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP 
(Dr Simon P Hughes and Partners)
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Summary of 2015-2016 
The year ending July 2016 has been another very good year for the Village Hall.  
This year marked the 10th Anniversary of the ‘new’ Village Hall. How time flies.

The Committee can report an excellent year in terms of its financial performance.  
We’ve continued to invest in the fabric of the Village Hall, and continued to build  
high-occupancy levels to drive revenue. 

In this anniversary year we gave the hall a complete freshen-up by redecorating the 
interior completely and treating the exterior woodwork. We’ve received many favourable 
comments about how much brighter the hall now looks. Alongside this, we’ve installed  
a new gate to the car park, which is designed to gain more control over parking to  
ensure hall hirers are able to park without issues.

This being our 10th birthday we staged a very successful anniversary ball in October  
which was a sell-out and I think it’s fair to say everyone had a really great evening.  
In December we conducted our customary tour of the village on Santa’s Sleigh, which  
is always popular with the children. 

We recently launched our new ‘Nextdoor’ community site which is designed to create a 
community communication hub for Clophill. I really hope this takes off in the village as 
it gives us at the Village Hall a really easy way to reach out to residents and keep them 
updated with what we’re up to such as forthcoming events.

A customary thank you goes to all members of the Village Hall Management Committee 
for all their hard work and personal time devoted to the upkeep of the hall. 

Key Issues for 2015-2016 
•  continuing to manage our costs and revenues 
•  maintaining the quality of the fabric of the hall 
•  maintaining a good fund-raising calendar 
•  expanding the Village Hall Management Committee membership 
•  working with other village groups to organise events

Final note 
On a sad note, 2015 saw us lose one of our valued committee members, Mark Hawkins. 
Mark had fought a long and courageous battle with leukaemia but sadly passed away on 
9th November 2015, aged 50.

Mark was a fantastic part of our team, always willing to turn his hand to any task that 
needed to be done with enthusiasm and a smile on his face. He was also our ‘technical 
guru’ and designed a very professional website for the hall. One of his other skills was as 
our BBQ cook, and he would unselfishly man the BBQ at events despite missing out on  
his enjoyment of the event itself. He’s sadly missed.

Steve Langhorn, Chair, Clophill Village Hall Management Committee

Clophill Village Hall 
Annual Report July 2016
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Clophill & District Flower Club

It’s 40 years since Clophill & District Flower 
Club was formed and to celebrate the 
occasion a Ruby Anniversary dinner 
was held on the first Thursday evening of 
July.  Clophill village hall was filled with 
80 members and invited guests, many 
wearing red and all in a party mood.

The Club has only had three Chairmen  
and they were all present along with the 
Area Chairman and Area President. The 

tables were decorated with lovely table centres of red roses in large cocktail glasses and 
we were welcomed by two smart waiters serving Pimms. Then came a delicious meal of 
salmon, ham and tarts with a variety of salads followed by a selection of yummy desserts. 
One of our member had made a super cake, which was served with sparkling rosé.

Over the years the Club has grown in numbers, with classes to develop skills and 
opportunities to arrange for weddings, flower festivals and competitions. We’re a  
happy, friendly group of people who enjoy flowers.

Following the meal Joyce Furssedonn entertained us with 
a demonstration entitled ‘Ruby Thursday’. She started 
with two black cocktail glasses filled with pink Aqua roses 
and purple liatris. Her second arrangement was green, 

based on a striking mirrored 
structure using Anastasia 
chrysanthemums and green 
orchids. Number three depicted 
Barbados, where next year’s 
World Show will be held, and 
for this Joyce used Strelizias 
and orange carnations with 
tropical foliage.

Joyce produced a number of other arrangements to be 
included in the raffle. She finished with a Ruby design with a red 
Perspex backing and appropriately a profusion of dark red roses.

The evening ended with the free raffle  
and 17 happy members went away with 
delightful arrangements for their homes.

Brenda London, Committee Member

• Don’t forget, you can find details of our upcoming meetings at www.clophillflowerclub.com
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Understanding the importance of a child’s play

FRIDAYS 10am – 11.30am at the Village Hall
See ‘Village Groups’ for contact details

LOTS OF TOYS, SPACE AND FRIENDS
FOR BABIES AND TODDLERS UNDER 3
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What’s on in and around Clophill

Sunday 11th  
Free entry to Ailesbury Mausoleum & Crypt  3-5pm. Refreshments available  
in St Mary’s Church, Church Road, Maulden.

Sunday 11th  
Gardening & Craft Show  2pm, Silsoe Village Hall. See this issue for full details. 

Sunday 11th  
Warden Abbey Open Day  11am-4pm.  See this issue for full details. 

Saturday 17th and Sunday 18th  
A Celebration in Flowers  A floral tribute to celebrate the Queen’s 90th 
birthday. See this issue for full details.  

Saturday 24th  
Barn Dance  7.3pm at Clophill Village Hall. 
See the poster in this issue for full details and ticket prices.

Friday 7th  
Jumble Sale  7pm, Clophill Village Hall.

Wednesdays... 
•	 ‘Tea and Chat’ 10.30am-noon,  
	 Clophill Methodist Church Schoolroom 
•	 Zumba Toning  8pm-9pm, Clophill Village Hall

O
C

T

One Saturday a month... 
•	 Messy Church  4pm-6pm, Clophill Methodist  
	 Church, 17 September; 15 October;  
	 19 November; 17 December. All-age craft  
	 activities, worship and a meal for all the family.  
	 No fixed charge, donations welcome, children  
	 must be accompanied by an adult. See ‘Village  
	 Groups’ for contact details. 

On throughout the month...

If you have any diary dates that you would like included on this page,  
please email clophillspotlight1@hotmail.co.uk

11

Fridays... 
•	 Clophill Toddler Group  Clophill Village Hall,  
	 10am-noon. See ‘Village Groups’ for contact details

1817

11

11

24

7

7pm, Friday 7th October, Clophill Village Hall
Entry 30p per adult, accompanied children free. Refreshments will be available.

All profits are donated for the direct benefit of the Residents at the  
Leonard Cheshire DisABILITY Home in Ampthill.

We’d love to hear from you if you have an hour or two free to help us on the 7th 
(from 6.30pm-7.30pm especially) or if you have any good-quality jumble for us.  

Please call 01525 861110

Grand Jumble Sale

Clophill Friends of the Leonard Cheshire Disability home at Ampthill
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Play equipment at the rec 
The new play equipment is now in place on the recreation ground. It’s perfect for children 
aged 5 to 11, and we’ve appreciated the feedback we’ve received so far.

Since the new equipment has been in place, there have been some questions from villagers 
about play equipment provisions for under-5s in the village. We’re looking into what else we can 
do in the recreation ground for this age group, but in the meantime there’s a suitable play area 
just over the road in the grounds of the Village Hall. This equipment is for the general public’s use, 
but please be aware that when Clophill Preschool are occupying the hall (term-times, Mon-Thurs 
mornings and lunchtimes) you’ll need to inform staff that you’d like access to the equipment  
– this is an important safeguarding procedure for the children using the preschool service.

Nextdoor 
A contribution of £400 towards the rec’s new children’s play equipment was made by users of 
the online social media platform ‘Nextdoor’, whose mission is to use the power of technology 
to build stronger and safer neighbourhoods. Hayley Gilbertson, our local ‘Nextdoor’ organiser, 
says: ‘When we set up Clophill’s ‘Nextdoor’ site, we were told that we would receive a £400 
contribution if we could get 150 members to sign up. I’m pleased so many people from 
the village got involved so quickly. I set up a petition to ask members what they’d like to do 
with the donation, and as a community most of us chose for it to go towards the new play 
equipment up at the Rec.’ 
• If you live in the village and would like to join Nextdoor, go to www.clophill.nextdoor.co.uk

Hedge clearing 
Cllr Louise Hodge has asked if any villagers would like to help clear the hedge line/bank and 
undergrowth on the Rec. If anyone is interested in helping over the winter months contact 
Louise at louisehodgeclophillpc@gmail.com or call 07900 696103.

Water main on High Street 
Cllr Ralph Brough is in talks with Anglian Water regarding the renewal of the water main  
on the High Street. It has now burst three times in the past two years, and Anglian Water  
has now accepted that the pipe needs to be replaced. We don’t yet have a date for this,  
but we will keep the village informed.

The Lakes 
A quick update on ‘The Lakes’ site. We’re informed that, as of mid-August, CBC Planners 
were still communicating with Gallagher Estates and so had not made a decision on  
whether to refuse the submitted application under delegated authority or send to the  
CBC Development Management Committee. The Parish Council is of course keeping in 
contact with the Planning Dept and our Ward members are continuing to look after the 
village’s interests and monitoring the situation with Central Bedfordshire Council.

New church roof 
Finally, congratulations to Clophill Methodist Church for both raising the funds for the 
new roof and completing the work in impressive time! Clophill Parish Council donated 
£2,000 towards the roof, in acknowledgment of the importance of this church building  
as a community resource.

Clophill Parish Council 
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Clophill Parish Council 
Continued

Planning
CB/16/02802/FULL 
Location: 	 8 Warren Farm, Warren Lane 
Proposal:	 Single-storey extension                                                               SUPPORT

CB/16/02709/MW 
Location: 	 Clophill Fruit Farm, Shefford Road 
Proposal:	 Retrospective application for an earth bund to reduce noise from neighbours. 
		  This is to the east of the site and the height isn’t intrusive.        SUPPORT

CB/16/02717/FULL 
Location: 	 39 Mill Lane 
Proposal:	 Single and two-storey extension. The proposed work will not only  
		  make the inside space more useable but perhaps will enhance its  
		  place in the conservation area.                                                   SUPPORT

CB/16/03385/FULL 
Location: 	 5 Great Lane 
Proposal:	 Single-storey rear extension. This replaces a conservatory that will be  
		  demolished. The new build will be slightly larger but doesn’t alter the  
		  street scene or cause problems for neighbours.                         SUPPORT

CB/16/02818/FULL 
Location:	 Mayfield, Shefford Road 
Proposal:	 Demolition of outbuildings etc, erection of two-storey side and rear  
		  extension. This is an isolated property at the east end of the Shefford  
		  Road. It’s far enough away from neighbours not to cause a problem  
		  and is surrounded by farm land.                                                 SUPPORT

CB/16/03292/FULL 
Location:	 St Mary’s School 
Proposal:	 Construction of free-standing single unit, 135 square metre pre-school  
		  building. This should be supported to try to ensure the viability of the  
		  school as a whole. A query has been raised by a local resident who’s  
		  concerned about the felling of some mature trees. In the circumstances,  
		  the council’s view is that it should be supported but with a recommendation 
		  that the trees be protected if possible to enhance the grounds and  
		  street scene.                                      SUPPORT WITH RECOMMENDATION

CB/15/03248/MW 
Location:	 Beadlow Manor Golf Club 
Proposal:	 Extension to existing driving range using imported inert waste. This  
		  is an amendment. We had supported the original application last year,  
		  with conditions requested. The parish council’s views remain unaltered. 
                                                                                                 SUPPORT WITH CONDITIONS
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The next Parish Council meeting will take place in the village hall at  
7.45pm on Tuesday 27th September with a surgery at 7.30pm

CB/TCA/16/00216 
Location: 	 110A & 110B The Rectory, High Street 
Proposal:	 To reduce the crown on the yew tree by 30 to 40%                  SUPPORT

CB/TCA/16/00232 
Location: 	 St Mary’s Church, High Street 
Proposal:	 Reduce and prune holly, horse chestnut, yew and red oak trees.  
		  These trees have grown too big and are in need of the work as part  
		  of the long-term management of the grounds.                         SUPPORT

CB/TCA/16/00273 
Location:	 15 The Slade 
Proposal:	 Fell a Sycamore tree. It’s a large tree and is out of scale with the  
		  area/buildings.                                                                           SUPPORT

CB/TCA/16/00233 
Location: 	 78 High Street 
Proposal:	 Fell and reduce four trees (gleditsia and rowan), one in the front  
		  garden three in the rear. The work is to be undertaken by Steve Deer  
		  and is due to required maintenance.                                          SUPPORT 

Clophill Parish Council 
Continued

Parish Registers for September

ST MARY’S CHURCH REGISTERS FOR JULY 
Burial

July 15	 Mollie Steven Jenkins of  
	 Hitchin, formerly Clophill, 89

  1816

Baptisms 
Sept 19	 George? 
No marriages or burials recorded

  1866

Baptisms 
Sept 2	 Samuel Grummitt, 
Rest of month is illegible 
Marriages 
Sept 20	 George Parkinson, 20,  
	 to Lucy Lincoln, 24

  1916

Baptisms 
Sept 3	 ? Sheppard 
Sept 19	 Herbert James Taylor 
No marriages or burials recorded

  1966

Baptisms 
Sept 11	 Cheryl Lee Cochran USAAF 
Sept ?	 Donna Elaine Dobrowolski  
	 (father US Army) 
Marriages 
Sept 17	 David George Skelton, 22,  
	 to Margaret Ann Bottoms, 21 
Burials 
Sept 1	 Clifford Rex Fossey, 42
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Gas (Emergency)			   0800 111999 
Electricity (Emergency)			   0800 7838838 
Emergency Fire/Police/Ambulance			   999 
Water/Sewage (Anglian Water)			   0845 7145145 
Telephone	 (Customer Services) 150	 (Faults)	 151 
Highways Department (Central Bedfordshire Council)			   0300 3008049 
Benefits Agency (Bedford office)			   01234 361500 
Registrar’s Office (Births/deaths/marriages)			   0300 3008089 
Rail (Enquiries)	  	  	 0845 7484950 
Buses  01234 262151	 (Link A Ride) 01525 840511	 (Flittabus) 	 01582 406561 
Luton Airport			   01582 405100 
Swimming 	 (Flitwick) 01525 717744	 (Robinson Pool) 	 01234 212479

LIBRARIES 
	 Bedford    01234 350931	 Ampthill 	 01525 402278 
	 Barton      01582 881101	 Flitwick 	 01525 715268

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
Central Beds Offices (Chicksands)			   0300 300 8000 
Mid-Beds MP		  Nadine Dorries	 01462 811992 
Central Bedfordshire Councillors		  Michael Blair	 01525 404513 
	 Paul Duckett 07988 184061	 Paul Downing	 0300 300 8541 
Clophill Parish Council		  Peter Clarke	 01525 861179 
	 (Clerk)	 Mrs Lyn Lyman	 01908 584159

HOSPITALS 
Bedford (North & South) 	 01234 355122	 Admissions	 01234 261150 
		  Appointments	 01234 359012 
Luton & Dunstable			   0845 1270127

DOCTOR’S CLINICS 
Ampthill	 (Houghton Close) 01525 300898	 (Oliver Street)	 01525 631395 
		  (Greensands)	 01525 631390 
Shefford	 Enquiries 01462 818620	 Appointments	 01462 810034 
Barton     01582 528700		  Flitwick	 01525 715300

POLICE		  Non Emergency	 101 
County Police HQ			   01234 841212 
Ampthill Station			   101 
Clophill Local Policing Team			   01234 842613

CHURCHES 
St Mary’s Parish Church		  Liz Henman	 01525 860108 
St Francis of Assisi Shefford			   01462 813436 
Clophill Methodist Church		  (Mr Jim Davies)	 01525 860829

SCHOOLS 
Clophill St Mary’s C of E Lower School & Nursery	  (Headteacher Mrs K Bingley)	 01525 860206 
Harlington Upper School, Harlington			   01525 755100 
Preschool           clophillpreschool@gmail.com       (Chris)  07936 006381 or (Imogen)  07765 887868 
Redborne Upper School, Ampthill			   01525 404462 
Robert Bloomfield Middle School, Shefford			   01462 628800

Useful numbers
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Village groups
Beverley Court 
Brownies 
Clophill Community Care 
Clophill Heritage Trust 
Clophill Parish Action 
Clophill St Mary’s C of E Lower School & Nursery 
Clophill Toddler Group 
Clophill United Charities 
Conservation Group 
Flower Club 
Friends of the Cheshire Home 
Funzone After School Club 
Greensands Community Choir 
Indoor Carpet Bowls 
Messy Church 
 
St Mary’s PTA 
Scouts and Cubs 
Tea and Chat 
Tuesday Club 
Village Hall Booking Secretary

 
https://enquiryym.girlguiding.org.uk 
Duty Contact 
Ali Bradbury 
Ali Bradbury 
Sharon Kempson 
Caroline Daniels 
Gillian Hill 
Brian Adams 
Gillian Hill 
Sue Pearson 
 
Luke Howard 
Tony Meredith 
Victoria Higgins 
victoriajhiggins@hotmail.co.uk 
Julia Skelton 
Ralph Rayner 
Anita Errick 
Betty Hampson 
Marilyn Browning

860920 
 

07791 773705 
07894 710001 
07894 710001 

860206 
07734 495348 

860539 
862297 
860539 
861110 

07903 167493 
07975 520085 

860754 
07920 568861 

 
07774 993973 

403956 
860695 
860750 

07821 643936
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Call us first for ALL your building works 
and get reliability, quality & sensible prices. 

 
Domestic extensions 

 
Design & build service 

 
General building works, drives, patios 

 
Carpentry, kitchen fitting, wall & floor tiling 

 
Laminate flooring & hardwood flooring 

 
Mini digger and driver hire  

 
Electrical installations including  

Building Regulation part P certification 
 

Roofing repairs carried out 
 

Conservatories, UPVC windows 
 

 ‘BEDFORDSHIRE’S PROFESSIONAL BUILDER’ 
 

01525 872762 / 07850 803021 
email:  psbsltd@btconnect.com 

 
 
 
 

PETER SHARPE 
BUILDING SERVICES LTD 
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REMEMBER OUR MOTTO 
“A VISIT TO THE JUG IS BETTER THAN GOING TO A PUB” 

CHEERS JOYCE & VIKKI 

The Stone Jug BACK STREET, CLOPHILL 
A Free House Telephone 

01525 
860526 

It’s time to accept the fact that we are in the 21st century. So with this in mind 
we will be moving with the times this year and installing a chip and pin machine 
and joining the world-wide web!  
All in good time though, after all Rome wasn’t built in a day! 
Some things don’t change though – we still offer good quality, fairly priced 
home cooked lunches, a proper pub atmosphere, real ales and dogs welcome. 
So if you haven’t tried us yet make 2013 the year to make that change. 
Once again, thank you for your support 
So for now it’s business as usual……………… 

Traditional
Window Cleaner

Peter Hendry

phendry8@hotmail.co.uk
07590599381

Compu-Doc
PC / laptop crisis ?

Call the Doc for -

Hardware & software

Diagnosis & treatment
 john.stafford@compu-doc.co.uk01525-402227
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LOVE SINGING!
sing wi

th an exciting local choir ...
Gre

ensa
nd Com

munity Choir

Come along to your local community choir, 
for men and women of all singing abilities!
Mondays, 8.00-9.30 pm at St. Mary's Church, Clophill.

Come and sing with an exciting new local choir led by a professional musical director 
Uplifting music in a variety of styles: musicals, classic pop, folksongs, sacred and world music
Welcoming singers of all abilities - no audition, no need to read music!
New members - come along any time for a free taster 

Enquiries to: 
greensandcommunitychoir@gmail.com 
or ring Luke on: 01525 838199

greensand choir-spotlight-amends-Oct14.qxp  24/10/2014  12:38  Page 1
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QUALIFIED ACCOUNTANT

SJ TAX & ACCOUNTING

Professional friendly services,
Tax advice, Free initial consultation,

Sole trades, Ltd companies,
Bookkeeping, Payroll, 

CIS, VAT & Tax

e: sally@sjtax.co.uk
t: 01234 831997

m: 07899 808592 

DOWNLOAD OUR FREE APP
 “SJ TAX LTD” 

contains lots of free tax info and
a free income and expenses tracker

Contact our Advertising Manager  
at ads@clophillspotlight.co.uk

Introducing our  
new quarter-page  

ad size – want one?

We’ve got  
the space  
for you!
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Welcome to Clophill St Mary’s 
C of E Lower School and Nursery 

St Mary’s is a Voluntary Aided Church of England Lower School based in the village 
of Clophill.  We are a small friendly village school with close links to the local 
community, taking children aged from 2 years 7 months to 9 years.

St. Mary’s is a Values Based school which provides children with a framework for 
living, tightly woven into the positive Christian ethos of the school. 

Our vision at St Mary’s is to provide a secure, inclusive and stimulating child 
centred environment, where all children are inspired to achieve their full potential. 
Our aim is that every child will develop as a caring, respectful member of the 

community and society as a whole. We will achieve this 
through a creative curriculum based on our values, refl ecting 
the Christian ethos of our school.

Please call us on 01525 860206 
to arrange a visit

High Street, Clophill, Bedfordshire, MK45 4BE
Tel: 01525 860206  stmarysclophill@cbc.beds.sch.uk  www.stmaryslower.info
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On the Green beside the Post Office every Friday 

3.30-7.30pm 
We are your local mobile fish and chip van, we have been parked on the 

green every Friday for the past 6 years.   
We serve only the highest quality produce, cooked fresh to order and served 

to you by our friendly staff. 
Why don’t you pop down and come and  

Try Our Fry! 
To avoid waiting in the cold, give us a call to  

place your order on: 07833 786108 
A big thank you to all our customers who have loyally supported us over the 

past couple of years. 
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STUART DREW ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
 

MEMBER OF THE ECA 
PART P CERTIFIED     QUALIFIED TO 17TH EDITION  

 
From extra lights & sockets, to re-wires. Fault finding and electrical safety 

certification. For a professional, courteous service with free estimates & all work 
guaranteed, please call me 

 
Fully qualified & insured 

30 years experience 

 
29 Lincoln Way 
Harlington 
Beds 
LU5 6NG 

 
Telephone: 

01525 875965 
07941 812662 

 

 

   QUALITY RANGE OF HOT & COLD FOOD 
FOR YOU TO ENJOY FROM THE GREEN 
CAFÉ 
            AT CLOPHILL POST OFFICE 

 
DRINKS – Coffees, teas, hot chocolate, soft drinks… 
SNACKS – Soup & roll, Toasties, Jacket Potatoes, Butties, Pasties, Hot Dogs… 
SWEETS – Scones, Muffins, Pastries, ice creams… 
 
Relax & enjoy your food at the Green or Take Away 
Phone in to pre-order for parties, business lunches, office snacks, special occasions 
School Lunchboxes for children by arrangement 
Give us a ring to see if we can meet your needs:- 

01525 860988 
 
 
 

Markham Architectural Salvage 
www.markhamreclaimed.co.uk 

Reclaimed Timber Specialists 
Oak Beams – Doors – Flooring – Bricks 

Bespoke Furniture – Landscaping Materials 
Mirrors – Roofing Materials 

Opening Hours: Monday Friday 9am – 5pm   Saturday 9am – 1pm 

Tel: 01525 876428 or Mobile: 07766 051307 
Upper East End Farm, Goswell End Road, Harlington, Bedfordshire, LU5 6NU 

 
ROGER STOREY  

YOUR LOCAL PAINTER AND DECORATOR 
Friendly and Reliable Service 

Many Years Experience 
Please phone: 01525 861253  or  07800 777615 

 
Based near Toddington, Bedfordshire. 

We rescue, rehabilitate & re-home stray & abandoned cats. 
We have lots of beautiful cats waiting for loving homes.  

Ring the shelter on 01525 875993 

or Sue on 01582 650167  to arrange a visit.                
Registered Charity No. 1098984            Visit our website @www.straycatrescue.org.uk 
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SHEFFORD BUILDING SUPPLIES LTD 
44 HIGH STREET, SHEFFORD, BEDS 

 
 
 
 
Key Cutting           Gas 
Tools            Electrical 
Timber            Plumbing 
Sheet Materials           Sand & Cement 
Gardening           Domestic 
Paint            Ironmongery 
 
 
 
 

 
Tel: 01462 813381 

TRULY AN ALADDIN’S CAVE 
Free delivery 
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AIMS 
Tim Kemp BA FCA  ♦ Professional service providing for 
Top Barn  Rectory Road      all your accounting and tax needs 
Steppingly  MK45 5AT  ♦ Practical advice based on 20 years 
     experience in running businesses 
TEL/FAX : 01525 717141 ♦ Personal approach with fixed fees 
MOBILE  : 07900 823 012     relevant to the work you need 
www.aims.co.uk ♦ Friendly, local accountant support- 
e-mail: timk@aims.co.uk     ing the community for over 20 years 
 
 

Please call for a free, no-obligation initial meeting 
 

ACCOUNTANTS FOR business 
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THE COMPUTER MAN 
 

Got a problem with your computer and don’t know what 
to do? Suffering with a virus or spam? 

 
Don’t hesitate! Ring your local computer expert 

Remote repairs or home visits 
(Day, evening & weekend) 

 
Lap top/desk top loan 

(Free pick up & drop off in local area) 
 

Comprehensive health check from £35 (Special Offer £35 - normally £40) 
Refurbished fl at screen available from £15 • Refurbished base units available from £99 

 
Contact Stephen Amos 

07976 718567 
the.computerman@ntlworld.com 
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Exam techniques and preparation. Revision and practice 

papers:  SATs and GCSE 

Spanish for business or pleasure, all levels. GCSE & A-levels  

Skills development: conversation, reading and writing 

Maths: Boost your confidence and abilities 

KS1, KS2, KS3, SATs and GCSE practice papers 

DBS checked and references - Reasonable rates 

01525 860743  -  07952 667814   rincontuition@aol.com 

 

rincon tuition - Spanish & Maths  
Expand your knowledge.  Boost your confidence 

                                                    01525 860743   
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 Foot Health Practitioner 
 

Corns, Hard Skin, Verruca, Fungal Nail Infection,  
In-growing Toe Nails, Diabetic Foot Care, Athlete's Foot,  

Pedicure, General Nail Cutting etc. 
In the comfort of your home or at my clinic 

Ann Gibbons MCFHP. MBAFHP.  
Competitive Rates  

Tel: 01462 813252   Mob: 07872 315763 
Web: www.shamrockclinic.co.uk 

For opening hours and other details please refer to my website 
       
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 Baths, Toilets & 
Showers  

Sinks and Taps 
Guttering 

Leaks and Burst Pipes 
Drainage 

Handyman jobs also 
 

Silsoe based 
No call out fee – free estimates 
Fully insured and guaranteed 

No job too small 
07720 723653   01525 864859 

info@betaplumbing.co.uk 
www.betaplumbing.co.uk 
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Unit 6, Woodside Farm, Clophill Road, Maulden, Beds, MK45 2AE 

 
Feeds for Dogs, Cats, Rabbits, Horses, Ponies, 

Poultry, Goats, Sheep, Birds 
 

Tel:  01525  860150 
 

‘For all creatures great and small 
serving the local community for over 30 years’ 

 
 
 

Chapman & Kirby Heating 

Gas, Plumbing & Heating Installations 

Gas Safe Registered 

Boiler Servicing & Maintenance 

Call us now 

Email: info@chapmanandkirbyheating.co.uk
Tel: 01525 861255  Mob: 07831 132308

 

1C, Old Silsoe Road, Clophill, Beds., MK45 4AR 
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Reassurance when you need it most
Serving the people of Bedfordshire since 1875

www.nevillefuneralservice.com

Neville Funeral Service
inc. George Squire & Sons since 1976

24 Clifton Road  
Shefford  SG17 5AE 

t:  01462 813258
e:  shefford@nevillefuneralservice.com

Neville Funeral Service
The Old Church  Flitwick Road 

 Ampthill  MK45 2NT
t:  01525 406132

e:  ampthill@nevillefuneralservice.com
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SHEFFORD  01462  627002 
www.bathroomvogue.com 

Unit 4A, Shefford Industrial Park, St Francis Way, Shefford SG17 5DZ 
 
 
 
 

• Suppliers of traditional and modern 
equipment 

 
• Working whirlpool & spa baths, power 

& steam shower systems on display 
 
• Over 40 settings on display 
 
• Complete installation service if 

required 
 
• Personal friendly service from a family 

run business 

• Wall and floor tiles 
 
• Accessories 
 
• Mirrors 
 
• Bathroom furniture 
 
• Heated towel rails 
 
• Saunas 
 
• Bathroom cabinets 

EST. 
1989 
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Stephen’s Plants
at Maulden Garden Centre on the A507 bypass (near A6 / Clophill)

Seasonal and hardy plants
Vegetable seeds and plants
Hanging baskets and tubs

plus composts and fertilisers
all with EXPERT ADVICEand a smile

Telephone: 01525 861696

for your

 
 

 

CTP CONSTRUCTION 
Local Building Company 
Established for over 25 years 

U.K. Trades Approved 
No job too small  -  Competitive prices 

Free estimates given on all Building Work 
Tel: Silsoe  01525 860105 

www.ctpconstruction.co.uk 
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TREE SURGERY, HEDGE TRIMMING,  
TURFING, FENCE MAINTENANCE,  

DECKING,  PATIO CLEANING 
Qualified, Fully Insured, Competitive Rates 

Free Estimates 

TEL: 01582  518954    MOB: 07828 490360 
Web Site:  www.adaminyourgarden.co.uk 

 

Root n Branch Ad (126x31).pdf   1   14/03/2013   14:15
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MMBB  AACCCCOOUUNNTTIINNGG  SSEERRVVIICCEESS  
accounting solutions for the 

Self–Employed and Small Business  
including 

Bookkeeping ♦  Accounts ♦ Tax returns ♦ Cash flows 
 

For a totally confidential service at very competitive rates contact  
Richard Fairholm  T: 01525 861087 M: 07714189994 E:

 
mbaccounts@btinternet.com 
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Phone: 07821 643 936
Mail: Clophill.villagehall@gmail.com     Web: www.clophillvillagehall.co.uk
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Pet Services 
Conifer Kennels & Cattery	 42 
K9 Trendi Grooming	 28 
Personal Dog Walker	 27 
Stray Cat Rescue	 32 
The Bluecat Luxury Cattery	 29

Plumbing & Drainage Services 
Beta Plumbing	 37 
Chapman & Kirby Heating	 38 
Drain Doctor	 BC

Post Offices 
Mace Post Office & Stores	 31

Print Services 
Ampthill Print Centre	 IFC

Public Houses 
The Stone Jug	 25

Removals & Storage 
Stephens	 32

Repair Services 
Tim Downing Repair Services	 46

Security Services 
Maximum Security Systems	 43

Take-aways 
The Happy Plaice	 31

Tuition Services 
Rincon Tuition (Spanish & Maths)	 36

Village Hall 
Clophill Village Hall	 47

Windows/Replacement 
Andrew Baker Windows	 44 
AW Windows	 36 
Misty Double Glazing	 29

Architectural Services 
Daniel Design & Build	 26 
S&S Coates Surveying & Design	 28

Auctioneers & Valuers 
W&H Peacock	 35

Bathroom Services 
Bathroom Vogue	 40

Builders & Carpenters 
James Bonfield Carpentry  
& Construction	 47 
CTP Construction	 42 
McCaffrey Build	 45 
Peter Sharpe Building Services	 23 
Stuart Benson Building Projects	 IFC

Building Supplies 
Shefford Building Supplies Ltd	 33

Carpet Services 
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning	 45

Car Services/Repairs 
A&F Motors Ltd 	 IFC 
Mint Alloys	 41 
TC Coomber Car Services	 BC

Chimney Sweep 
Poppins Chimney Sweep	 37

Cleaning Services 
Bespoke Domestic Cleaning	 IBC 
Daisy Cooper	 25 
Time to Shine – Window Cleaner	 25

Computer Services 
Compu-Doc	 25 
The Computer Man	 35  

Electrical Services 
Stuart Drew Electrical Services	 32

Financial Services 
AIMS Accountants	 34 
ET Accountancy Services	 38 
Hills-Howson Financial Services	 34 
MB Accounting Services	 46 
Savage Accountants	 27 
SJ Tax & Accounting Services	 27

Food Suppliers 
Woburn Country Foods	 41

Funeral Services 
AL&G Abbott, Funeral Directors	 24 
Neville Funeral Service	 39

Garden Services 
Adam in your Garden	 44 
Garden Doctor	 33 
Green Thumb Lawn Treatment	 40 
Root ‘n Branch	 44 
Stephen’s Plants	 42

Health & Beauty 
A Cut Above Hairdressing	 47 
Ampthill & Flitwick Physiotherapy	 38 
Deborah Pedley Osteopathy	 46 
Mobile Hairdresser	 29 
Molly Coddle	 29 
Shamrock Clinic - Foot Health	 37 
The Tanning Salon 	 IBC

Home Improvements 
Roger Storey - Painter & Decorator	 32

Medical Training Services 
EMT Academy	 22

Music and Entertainment 
Greensands Community Choir	 26

Nursery Schools 
Clophill PreSchool	 30 
Clophill St Mary’s C of E 
Lower School and Nursery	 30 
Clophill Toddler Group	 16 
Wrest Park Day Nursery - Silsoe	 43

IFC = Inside Front Cover    
IBC = Inside Back Cover    

BC = Back Cover

Advertisers index

For further information about advertising in Spotlight, 
please contact our Advertising Manager at ads@clophillspotlight.co.uk

Ads from as little as £50 per year



The Tanning Station & Pebbles Beauty
• Sunbeds • Facials

• Massage • HD Brows

• Eyelash Extensions • LCN Nail Extensions

• Bio Sculpture • Manicure 

• Pedicure • Hot Stone massage

• Spray Tans • Waxing

• Footcare Specialist • Jessica GELeration

• LVL • Threading

01525 720 095 www.tanningstation.co.uk
2 Steppingley Road, Flitwick, Bedfordshire MK45 1AJ

Opening Times
Monday - Tuesday 09.00 -19.00
Wednesday - Thursday 09.00 -21.00
Friday 09.00 -19.00
Saturday 10.00 -16.00
Sundays & Bank Holidays CLOSED



T.C. COOMBER

AMPTHILL 
01525 406330

UNIT F, AMPTHILL INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, STATION RD, AMPTHILL, MK45 2QY

MOT’S CLASS 4/7
SERVICING & REPAIRS
CAR & COMMERCIAL
TYRES & EXHAUSTS
AIR CONDITIONING
DIAGNOSTIC CODE READINGCollection  

& Delivery 
SERVICE AVAILABLE
Please ask

Locally printed by                    Ampthill | Tel: 01525 300001. www.fidelityprint.co.uk


