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 Stuart Benson Building Projects 

Design, Build and Maintenance including Interior Refurbishments, 
Kitchen / Bathroom fitting, Tiling, Flooring, Skirting boards, Doors 

Garage conversions. Exterior Decking, Patios, Driveways 
Garden Offices/ Sheds 

Tel: 07946 579862 or 01525 403083 
Email: benson.stuart@ googlemail.com 
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“ Hello again!

”
You can also read Spotlight online 

www.clophillspotlight.co.uk

Well that summer break went quickly, didn’t it? Still, we’re back now,  
and raring to go with a lovely mix of village news and events for you.

See you again in October

Of course THE event for September is the Scarecrow Festival. If you haven’t taken 
part before why not give it a go? All you need is a theme or a character, some old 

clothes and a load of stuffing (cushions, newspapers etc) and you’re done!

The first scarecrow I made had my neighbours  
    in fits of laughter (let’s just say one leg was  
       considerably longer than the other!) but  
         that’s the thing about scarecrow-making 
               ...it’s a bit of fun! Tempted?  
                Go on – you know you want to!
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While swimming a few lengths of the local pool might be 
all some people can manage, 13-year-old Isaac Moon, from 
Clophill, recently swam part of the English Channel.

Isaac was part of a team of 
seven, ranging in age from 
12 to 37, who took on a relay 
challenge with Flitwick Dolphins 
Swimming Club. In July, he 
swam two one-hour sections of the Channel from  
Dover to Cap de Gris Nez in France, with the team 
completing the challenge in 12 hours 4 minutes. To 
count as a ratified swim, the team had to observe strict 
rules – wet suits aren’t allowed so they wore a swim  
suit, cap and goggles, and each swimmer had to swim 
their exact hour in a specific order.

‘I really enjoyed the swim,’ says Isaac, who has started at Samuel Whitbread Academy 
this term. ‘The most challenging bit was finishing on the rocks in France as we had to 
clamber out and stand behind the water line which was very rocky.’ Before the challenge, 
Isaac trained at least five times a week in the pool and swam in the sea at Dover most 
weekends in the month 
leading up to it. ‘I had to do 
a two-hour qualifier swim 
in a water temperature of 
16 degrees or below. It was 
15.2C when I did my qualifier 
– it took a lot of training to 
get used to the cold water, 
salt water and jellyfish.’

The swimming team has 
currently raised over £12,000 
for charities including Great 
Ormond Street Hospital, 
MIND, World Vision, Save the Children, Vasculitis, National Autistic Society and Isaac’s 
chosen charity, Guide Dogs for the Blind. Isaac raised money through online sponsorship 
and from support from his then school, Robert Bloomfield Academy in Shefford, who 
arranged an ice cream sale which all the children, staff and parents supported. 

‘I’m proud of my achievement and the money raised – and I’d like to raise even more  
for our charities,’ says Isaac. ‘I’m now looking for my next challenge with the team!’

• If you’d like to donate, go to www.virginmoneygiving.com and search for  
   Flitwick Dolphins Channel relay

Clophill youngster takes  
on the Channel for charity
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The theme for this Rotary year is ‘Making a Difference’.  
At his address to the Barton-le-Clay club in July, new president 
Colin Dowding, who has been a Silsoe resident for many years, 
summarised the activities and achievements from the previous  
year under the Presidency of Dr Simon Wilden. He told members 
that ‘the achievements were quite remarkable and for a small  
club of just 23 members it punches well above its weight’. 

Colin went on to describe the wide range of charities and 
organisations that the club has supported throughout the  
year, ranging from the provision of manpower to direct  
funding and cooperation to grants for joint funding. The  

total funding delivered to charities last year was over £7,000 and the Club made  
a difference to a total of 18 organisations, including Cancer Hair Care, East Anglian  
Air Ambulance, Autism Bedford and Silsoe Stride. 

It’s for these reasons the club organises fund-raising activities like the Gastro Quiz  
in Silsoe in November. These allow the club to support such worthwhile charities  
and really make a difference. 

• To find out more about the club contact Paul Biscoe on 861894 or paulbiscoe@ 
   hotmail.com. For info on the club’s activities, go to www.bartonleclayrotary.org.uk

News from Rotary Club

It’s time for Clophill’s Scarecrow Festival!

We’d like as many as possible individuals, neighbourhoods and organisations  
to be involved in this popular event. 

Making a scarecrow is fun and can really be quite simple. All you need is some  
old tights or clothes filled with straw, a head... then dress your scarecrow up to suit  
your chosen theme. Standing, sitting, climbing, lying down – you decide the pose.

You’ll need to place your scarecrow where everyone can see it, such  
as outside your house, on the Green and at entrances to cul-de-sacs.  
There’s plenty of room in the Church grounds for large exhibits. 

During the weekend, programmes with a list of entries and a  
location map will be sold at various sites around the village. Refreshments  
will be served in St Mary’s Church. The public will vote for their favourite  
character in each category, with prizes awarded and presented at 4pm  
on Sunday 24th in the Church. All profits go towards maintaining the  
Church for the community. 

Entry forms available from the Post Office and Church Porch  
or contact Carolyn 01462 815433 or Julie 01525 860497

23rd & 24th September
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1. Gently melt the butter and add to the  
 breadcrumbs, orange liqueur and icing sugar. 
2. Line a 20cm hinged cake tin with baking  
 parchment. Add in the breadcrumb mixture  
 and press down well with your finger tips.  
 Chill in the fridge for 1 hour. 
3. Blend together the cream cheese and caster 
 sugar and add in the zest and juice of 1 lime. 
4. Put 6 tsp of water into a small saucepan and 
 gently melt the gelatine. When completely  
 dissolved, add to the cream cheese mixture. 
5. Whip the cream to soft peaks. 
6. Peel one of the mangoes and cut the flesh into small cubes then add to the  
 whipped cream and blend this into the cream cheese mixture. 
7. Pour the mixture over the top of the breadcrumbs, making sure that it’s  
 levelled off. 
8. Place in the fridge for 3-4 hours. 
9. Remove the cheesecake from the mould and decorate with thin slices of  
 the second mango and the zest of the second lime.

Exotic Cheesecake

Christine’s quick ‘n’ easy recipe

INGREDIENTS

• 100g unsalted butter 
• 300g cream cheese 
• 3 tsp gelatine powder 
• 2 limes

• 80g caster sugar 
• 50g icing sugar 
• 200ml double cream

• 4 tbsp orange liqueur  
 (Cointreau) 
• 2 large ripe mangoes 
• 120g fresh breadcrumbs

Wildlife
walks & talks

For additional information and to reserve places email flitvale.info@gmail.com  
or ring Ann on 07890 347327 after 6pm or at weekends

Places are limited – please reserve your place

Richard Lawrence and Colin Carpenter will be setting out the traps on Flitwick Moor  
late Friday, ready for Saturday morning’s exciting discovery. Yellow-necked mouse, bank  
vole, common shrew – come and discover what’s hidden inside the traps. £2 per adult

Small Mammal Trapping and identification
Saturday 16th September, 8.30am-12pm, Flitwick Moor
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Clophill & District Flower Club
Our July meeting was advertised as ‘a fun, social and practical evening  
where we can all enjoy A Feast of Foliage’ and the members and visitors  
who came along certainly enjoyed an evening with a difference!

As the title suggests there were very few flowers but members created lovely 
arrangements using only foliage, mainly from their own gardens. Spheres of floral foam 
were covered with attractive leaves to make very unusual decorations, while phormium 
                                   leaves were manipulated and woven into amazing shapes. We  
                                        also had aspidistra leaves twisted to form containers for a few  
                                             flowers as well as unusual origami flowers fashioned out of  
                                                               small paper squares. We’re very fortunate to have  
                                                                a number of members who have the knowledge  
                                                               to demonstrate such difficult skills.

                                                                   Despite the activities requiring great  
                                                                   concentration and very nimble fingers  
                                                                    there was much socialising and laughter 
                                                                      during the evening.

                                                        • For details of our club activities go  
                                                        to www.clophillflowerclub.com
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The last two in our Guided Walk series 
took place in July and August and 
focused on edible plants and geology. 
We’ve had a fantastic turnout for all of 
our walks this year and we plan to hold 
more next year. Last month, as well as 
hosting a special celebration we also 
had several large groups of visitors, who 
hired the whole site for a spiritual retreat 
– a first for us, it was a great success and 
we look forward to seeing them again.

During the autumn a lot of site work around the lodges and church yard is planned, with 
extensive work being done to the hedge around the church. We’ll put signs out when work is 
underway, but if walking yourself or a four-legged friend please do keep an eye out for machinery.

Our Assistant Warden, Emily, has now left on maternity leave and will be back at the end 
of January. Taking her place until then is Adam Gregory, who you’ll see around the lodges.

We’re always in need of volunteers to help with weekend Tower Tours, activity days  
or general site work. If you can commit a couple of hours a month please do get in  
touch – no experience or skills necessary, just enthusiasm! Contact Kayleigh Waight 
07889 980872, Ali Bradbury 07894 710001 or call the lodge phone 07935 911207.  
You can also email info@clophillheriatge.org

Coming soon...
Kids Craft Day, 24th October 9am-3pm   £24 per child (ages 8 to 14) 
A variety of crafts and activities will be available during the day including broomstick 
making, witches hat creation, spider-spinning and more. All arts and crafts materials  
will be provided and children can take home what they make. 

Macbeth Performance at the Old Church, 27th & 28th October, 6pm start 
£7 per person (ages 13 and over only) 
The English Gardner Theatre Company will be performing their stunning version of 
Macbeth in the Old Church. All performances sold out last year so book tickets early  
– this will be a very different show to last year, so don’t miss it! 

Pumpkin Festival, 28th October 12-4pm 
Our annual Pumpkin Festival will return compete with Hemlock Morris, BBQ, bar, bands, 
talls and more – free entry.  Buy a locally grown pumpkin (that we’ve scooped out for  
you so no messy bit!) and carve it to take home ready for Halloween. Reserve pumpkins 
online to avoid disappointment (we sold out last year!).

Pumpkin Carving Cafe, 29th October 2-4pm 
Our normal monthly café but with pumpkins available to carve – book online  
to avoid disappointment.

News from Clophill Heritage Trust 

To book an event online, go to http://clophillecolodges.org.uk/events  
or for a Tower Tour http://clophillecolodges.org.uk/book-a-tower-tour
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Ampthill & District Archaeological & Local History Society

Visitors are very welcome. Venue: Lecture Theatre, Flitwick Library,  
7.30pm for 7.45 pm. £2 for members and £3 for visitors is payable on the door

For further details contact Clive Makin at clive.makin@ntlworld.com 
or call 01582 655785, www.adalhs.org.uk

Speaker: Steve Fuller, author and researcher of the Bedfordshire Regiment in the  
Great War and trustee of the Beds and Herts Regiment Museum in Luton

With a history dating back to 1688, the Bedfordshire Regiment already had a long and  
faithful service to the crown behind it when the Great War broke out in 1914. Battalions  
from the regiment were engaged in every battle from Mons to the armistice and served  
in every sector of the Western Front in addition to Gallipoli, Egypt, Palestine, Italy, India  

and Burma. Steve will summarise the regiment’s service during the war, using some  
of the numerous personal tales, unusual events and imagery he has come across  
during his research, while building some of the local connections into the story.

Monday 2nd October
The Bedfordshire Regiment in The Great War

Speaker: Andy McGrandle, director of Big Anomaly. With almost 40 years  
processing gravity and magnetic data for the oil industry, he’s applied his experience  

to LIDAR data, bringing previously unseen history to life with new technology

Traditionally defined by teams of Ordnance Survey surveyors, the UK topography is now 
defined in great detail by a countrywide program of LIDAR laser scanning. Andy will talk 
about how this new data is acquired and what it can show us with reference to a small 

Buckinghamshire village, where this modern high-resolution data is being used to  
illuminate long- forgotten features seen on maps of the area from the late 1700s. 

Monday 6th November
LIDAR – Illuminating the Past
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Hi all – we hope you’ve all seen some sunshine this 
summer. It was a tearful end to our fourth year at 
Clophill Preschool as we said goodbye to our children 
leaving for reception class. We wish them a fantastic 
time in their new schools and we’re sure they will 
flourish, as they have with us. We’ve asked all parents  
to keep us up to date with how 
they get on and to send us photos of 
them in their new school uniform.

As we look forward to the start of our new academic year our 
Learning Shelter is progressing well. We’ve got lots of great ideas 
for our natural resource activities, from pinecone construction to 
stone registration (don’t worry if that doesn’t make any sense... 
we’ll post photos next issue!). We’ve just planted some pumpkins 
ready to explore at Halloween and when we celebrate harvest 
festival we’ll be going out to weed and take in the last of our harvest.

We’d like to welcome our new children and their families to 
preschool this term, some of whom are siblings of our leavers.  

It’s so lovely to see those children 
we’ve seen as bumps then babies 
now coming to us.

We’re continuing to hold our Messy Play session on  
the first Friday of the month for Clophill Toddlers and  
we look forward to meeting the next generation through 
their doors. We were delighted that at our last coffee 
morning a group of our parents 
were keen to start a parent 

group for preschool. They’ll help us with fundraising, keeping the 
allotment tidy and hopefully coming in to share their experiences 
and ideas with us. We couldn’t ask for better parents – from when 
we first started in 2013 they’ve always been very engaging and 
supportive in all we do.

The artworks that the children created with Paul are being reproduced 
in print and hopefully will be displayed in local points of interest 
such as libraries, children’s centres and Central Beds Council offices. 
We’ll let you know their exact locations so you can pop in and see 
them. We’re busy building our scarecrow for the village festival – 
obviously we can’t tell you what it is but we’re pretty sure you won’t 
be able to miss it! Good luck to everyone taking part this year.

News

• Contact Imogen on 07765 887868 or Chris on 07936 006381 or email  
   clophillpreschool@gmail.com. Our website is www.clophillpreschool.co.uk
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These notes are a resume only. Official minutes are available on the internet and notice boards. 
All official correspondence should be sent to the parish clerk and not individual councillors.

It’s been an unusual summer break, with cooler temperatures and wetter weather than 
usual! We hope you’ve enjoyed it regardless. Over the summer one of the council’s 
main focuses has been on how we respond to Central Bedfordshire Council’s ‘Draft 
Local Plan’. The Local Plan sets out how Central Bedfordshire will develop over the next 
20 years. It outlines the strategy for ensuring that the growth we need is delivered in 
the right place, and is of the right character and quality. It also ensures that growth is 
delivered with the supporting roads, schools and services such as health, as well as retail, 
leisure and community facilities. We held a Draft Local Plan drop-in session on 8th August 
– thanks to everyone who came along. It’s incredibly helpful to hear from villagers directly 
on issues that will affect us all. Although the deadline for initial feedback has passed, the 
plan’s website can be viewed at www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/localplan

Our recreation ground area has undergone serious improvement over the past few 
months with new play equipment, benches and improvements to the skate ramps, plus a 
new gate and entrance. We specifically thank Cllr Hodge for her hard work in this area. 
However, we’re sad to say that the new slide, which had been fenced off whilst the turf 
around it settled, has already been vandalised. Obviously we’re incredibly disappointed 
about this, as are parents and children across the village. If anyone sees this sort of anti-
social behaviour happening, you can contact the local police on 101. You can also 
contact Crimestoppers to report a crime anonymously on 0800 555 111.

An Automated External Defibrillator is being fitted at Clophill Village Hall. An AED is 
an emergency life-saving device for use in the event of sudden cardiac arrest. The portable 
appliance analyses the heart rhythm and, if needed, administers an electrical charge to 
establish a regular heartbeat in the event of a cardiac arrest. Let’s hope it doesn’t need  
to be used, but we think this is an important addition for a popular area in our village.

There is still a vacancy at Clophill Parish Council. The unpaid role involves attending 
meetings once a month and spending an hour or so a week reviewing and responding  
to information. Training will be given. For more details and a brief application form please 
contact James Stirling, clerk to the council, at clerk@clophill-pc.gov.uk or by post at  
31 Plum Tree Road, Lower Stondon SG16 6NE.

• You can read the full minutes of CPC meetings at www.clophill-pc.gov.uk

Planning
CB/17/03228/OUT 
Location Land west of Jacques Lane 
Proposal Erection of eight dwellings and formation of vehicular and pedestrian access 
 with associated landscaping. We feel the applicant hasn’t demonstrated  
 that the economic and social benefits arising from the application will  
 significantly and demonstrably outweigh any adverse environmental impacts. 
                                                                                                             OBJECT 

Clophill Parish Council 
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The next Parish Council meeting will take place at the Village Hall  
at 7.45pm on Tuesday 12th September 2017

Clophill Parish Council 
Continued

CB/17/03319/FULL 
Location April Cottage, 24 The Slade 
Proposal Demolition of existing building and erection of new dwelling with new  
 vehicular access. We’re concerned that this development will impact  
 the character and street scene. The development is likely to be overbearing  
 and not in keeping with the single-storey cottages of the area.         OBJECT 
CB/17/01623/OUT  
Location Sealawn Boarding Cattery, High Street 
Proposal Updated updated access plans. The changes proposed make little or no  
 difference to our original objection.                                                        OBJECT 
CB/17/03502/ADV  
Location  The Conifers, The Causeway 
Propsal Advertisements: 3 x 2,440mm x 1,220mm printed hoarding boards.  
 Each has a different advertisement explaining services provided and  
 location (retrospective). Our concern would be if the number or size 
 of signs changes.                                                                            SUPPORT

Parish Registers for September
  1817

Baptisms 
Sept 13 Sarah Anne Sharpe 
 24 William John Chapman 
Marriages 
Sept 16 John Good to Ann Reid 
Burials 
Sept 6 Leslie Conquest 
Sept 9 Sarah Partin (?) 
Sept 22 Thomas Evans 
Sept 25 William Everet

  1867

Baptisms 
Sept 1 Elizabeth Bushby 
 Sarah Jane Garner 
 Harry Huckle, Maulden 
Marriages 
Sept 1 Samuel Hall, 21, to  
 Mary Manton, 18

  1867 continued

Burials 
Sept 25 Ann Stones (?) 69 
Sept 31 (sic) Mary Coburn,  53

  1917

Baptisms 
Sept 2 Irene Florence Stimson 
Sept 23 Raymond Charles Cole 
Burials 
Sept 5 Charles Shapter (?) Maypec(?),  
 Luton, 73

  1967

Baptisms 
Sept 26 Paul Vernon Sullens
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What’s on in and around Clophill

Sunday 10th  
Warden Abbey Open Day & Wine Sale  11am-4pm. See this issue for full details.

Saturday 23rd  
Scarecrow Festival  10am-4pm, Clophill. See this issue for full details. 

Sunday 24th  
Scarecrow Festival  Noon-4pm, Clophill. See this issue for full details. 

Sunday 24th  
Walk and Remember  Millennium Country Park, Marston Moretaine, from 10.30am. 
See this issue for full details. 

Friday 6th  
Jumble Sale  7pm, Clophill Village Hall.

Saturday 11th  
Beetle Drive  6.30pm, Clophill Methodist Church. See this issue for ticket prices.

Saturday 11th  
Gastro Quiz  7pm, Silsoe Village Hall. See this issue for ticket information.

On throughout the month...

If you have any diary dates that you would like included on this page,  
please email clophillspotlight1@hotmail.co.uk

10

Fridays... 
• Clophill Toddler Group  Clophill Village Hall,  
 10am-noon. See ‘Village Groups’ for contact details

23

24

One Saturday a month... 
• Messy Church  4pm-6pm, Clophill Methodist  
 Church. Dates: 23 Sep; 14 Oct; 18 Nov; 16 Dec. 
 All-age craft activities, worship and a meal for  
 all the family. No fixed charge, donations  
 welcome, children must be accompanied by an 
 adult. See ‘Village Groups’ for contact details.

CHURCH SERVICES 
Regular services at St Mary’s Church, Clophill 
1st Sunday 8am, Holy Communion;  
 10.45am, Family Praise 
2nd & 4th Sundays 10.45am, Parish Communion  
3rd Sunday 10.45am, Morning Prayer/Praise 
5th Sunday  10am, Benefice Services

Regular services at Clophill Methodist Church 
1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th Sundays  10.30am Morning Service 
3rd Sunday 10.30am All Age Worship Service

24

Wednesdays... 
• Tea and Coffee Morning at the Methodist  
 Church, 10.30am-noon
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11

11

6

Doors open at 7pm. Entry costs: 30p per adult, accompanied children, free. 
Refreshments available. 

All profits are donated for the direct benefit of the residents at the  
Leonard Cheshire DisABILITY Home in Ampthill. 

Got any good-quality jumble for us or free to help at the event? 
Please call 01525 861110

JUMBLE SALE
Friday 6th October, Clophill Village Hall
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Gas (Emergency)   0800 111999 
Electricity (Emergency)   0800 7838838 
Emergency Fire/Police/Ambulance   999 
Water/Sewage (Anglian Water)   0845 7145145 
Telephone (Customer Services) 150 (Faults) 151 
Highways Department (Central Bedfordshire Council)   0300 3008049 
Benefits Agency (Bedford office)   01234 361500 
Registrar’s Office (Births/deaths/marriages)   0300 3008089 
Rail (Enquiries)     0845 7484950 
Buses  01234 262151 (Link A Ride) 01525 840511 (Flittabus)  01582 406561 
Luton Airport   01582 405100 
Swimming  (Flitwick) 01525 717744 (Robinson Pool)  01234 212479

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
Central Beds Offices (Chicksands)   0300 300 8000 
Mid-Beds MP  Nadine Dorries 01462 811992 
Central Bedfordshire Councillors  Michael Blair 01525 404513 
  Paul Duckett 07988 184061 
Clophill Parish Council  Paul Downing 01525 860350 
 (Clerk) James Stirling 01462 887226

HOSPITALS 
Bedford (North & South)  01234 355122 Admissions 01234 261150 
  Appointments 01234 359012 
Luton & Dunstable   0845 1270127

DOCTOR’S CLINICS 
Ampthill (Houghton Close) 01525 300898 (Oliver Street) 01525 631395 
  (Greensands) 01525 631390 
Shefford Enquiries 01462 818620 Appointments 01462 810034 
Barton     01582 528700  Flitwick 01525 715300

POLICE  Non Emergency 101 
County Police HQ   01234 841212 
Ampthill Station   101 
Clophill Local Policing Team   01234 842613

CHURCHES 
St Mary’s Parish Church  Liz Henman 01525 860108 
St Francis RC Church, Shefford  Ian Gordon 01525 860875 
Clophill Methodist Church  Jim Davies 01525 860829 
Baptist Churches    (Ampthill) Doreen Gibbs 01525 862424   (Maulden) Ian Crawford 01525 634325 
                                                                                                   (Shefford) Hazel Arnold 01462 812564          

SCHOOLS 
Clophill St Mary’s C of E Lower School & Nursery   (Headteacher Mrs K Bingley) 01525 860206 
Harlington Upper School, Harlington   01525 755100 
Preschool           clophillpreschool@gmail.com       (Chris)  07936 006381 or (Imogen)  07765 887868 
Redborne Upper School, Ampthill   01525 404462 
Robert Bloomfield Middle School, Shefford   01462 628800

Useful numbers
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Village groups
Beverley Court 
Brownies 
Clophill Community Care 
Clophill Heritage Trust 
Clophill St Mary’s C of E Lower School & Nursery 
Clophill Toddler Group 
Clophill United Charities 
Conservation Group 
Flower Club 
Friends of the Cheshire Home 
Funzone After School Club 
Greensands Community Choir 
Indoor Carpet Bowls 
Messy Church 
 
St Mary’s PTA 
Scouts and Cubs 
Tea and Chat 
Tuesday Club 
Village Hall Booking Secretary

 
https://enquiryym.girlguiding.org.uk 
Duty Contact 
Ali Bradbury 
Sharon Kempson 
Caroline Daniels 
Gillian Hill 
Brian Adams 
Gillian Hill 
Sue Pearson 
 
Luke Howard 
Tony Meredith 
Victoria Higgins 
victoriajhiggins@hotmail.co.uk 
Julia Skelton 
 
Anita Errick 
Betty Hampson 
Marilyn Browning

860920 
 

07791 773705 
07894 710001 

860206 
07734 495348 

860539 
862297 
860539 
861110 

07903 167493 
07975 520085 

860754 
07920 568861 

 
07774 993973 

www.scouts.org.uk/get-involved 
860695 
860750 

07821 643936
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Call us first for ALL your building works 
and get reliability, quality & sensible prices. 

• Domestic extensions
• Design & build service

• General building works, drives, patios 
• Carpentry, kitchen fitting, wall & floor tiling 

• Laminate flooring & hardwood flooring 

• Mini digger and driver hire 
• Electrical installations including 

Building Regulation part P certification
• Roofing repairs carried out

• Conservatories, UPVC windows

 
‘BEDFORDSHIRE’S PROFESSIONAL BUILDER’ 

01525 872762 / 07850 803021
email:  psbsltd@btconnect.com 
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Call us first for ALL your building works 
and get reliability, quality & sensible prices. 

 
Domestic extensions 

 
Design & build service 

 
General building works, drives, patios 

 
Carpentry, kitchen fitting, wall & floor tiling 

 
Laminate flooring & hardwood flooring 

 
Mini digger and driver hire  

 
Electrical installations including  

Building Regulation part P certification 
 

Roofing repairs carried out 
 

Conservatories, UPVC windows 
 

 ‘BEDFORDSHIRE’S PROFESSIONAL BUILDER’ 
 

01525 872762 / 07850 803021 
email:  psbsltd@btconnect.com 
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 REMEMBER OUR MOTTO
 “A VISIT TO THE JUG IS BETTER THAN GOING TO A PUB”

 CHEERS JOYCE & VIKKI
 

The S t on e Ju g BACK STREET, CLOPHILL 

A Free House Telephone
 01525

 860526
 

 

 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

REMEMBER OUR MOTTO 
“A VISIT TO THE JUG IS BETTER THAN GOING TO A PUB” 

CHEERS JOYCE & VIKKI 

The Stone Jug BACK STREET, CLOPHILL 
A Free House Telephone 

01525 
860526 

It’s time to accept the fact that we are in the 21st century. So with this in mind 
we will be moving with the times this year and installing a chip and pin machine 
and joining the world-wide web!  
All in good time though, after all Rome wasn’t built in a day! 
Some things don’t change though – we still offer good quality, fairly priced 
home cooked lunches, a proper pub atmosphere, real ales and dogs welcome. 
So if you haven’t tried us yet make 2013 the year to make that change. 
Once again, thank you for your support 
So for now it’s business as usual……………… 

2017 sees us celebrating our 35th anniversary – yes, it really has been THAT long!  
However, it’s not out with the old and in with the new as we believe in traditional, 
honest values – which is why our smiler, Bob, and the matriarch, Joyce, are still 
holding court! Make ‘The Jug’ part of your tradition in 2017 and experience 
a ‘proper pub for proper people’, as my late dad used to say. Cheers!
• 5 real ales, including 2 guest pumps that change frequently
  (see our Facebook page for details) 
• selection of wines and Prosecco by the glass – or even better, by the bottle
• home-cooked lunches Tues-Sat, 12pm-2pm

www.stonejug.co.uk www.facebook.com/thestonejugclophill
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Phone: 07821 643 936
Mail: Clophill.villagehall@gmail.com     Web: www.clophillvillagehall.co.uk
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Understanding the importance of a child’s play

FRIDAYS 10am – 11.30am at the Village Hall
See ‘Village Groups’ for contact details

LOTS OF TOYS, SPACE AND FRIENDS
FOR BABIES AND TODDLERS UNDER 3
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QUALIFIED ACCOUNTANT

SJ TAX & ACCOUNTING

Professional friendly services,
Tax advice, Free initial consultation,

Sole trades, Ltd companies,
Bookkeeping, Payroll, 

CIS, VAT & Tax

e: sally@sjtax.co.uk
t: 01234 831997

m: 07899 808592 

DOWNLOAD OUR FREE APP
 “SJ TAX LTD” 

contains lots of free tax info and
a free income and expenses tracker
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LOVE SINGING!
sing wi

th an exciting local choir ...
Gre

ensa
nd Com

munity Choir

Come along to your local community choir, 
for men and women of all singing abilities!
Mondays, 8.00-9.30 pm at St. Mary's Church, Clophill.

Come and sing with an exciting new local choir led by a professional musical director 
Uplifting music in a variety of styles: musicals, classic pop, folksongs, sacred and world music
Welcoming singers of all abilities - no audition, no need to read music!
New members - come along any time for a free taster 

Enquiries to: 
greensandcommunitychoir@gmail.com 
or ring Luke on: 01525 838199

greensand choir-spotlight-amends-Oct14.qxp  24/10/2014  12:38  Page 1

07975 520085
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On the Green beside the Post Office every Friday 

3.30-7.30pm 
We are your local mobile fish and chip van, we have been parked on the 

green every Friday for the past 6 years.   
We serve only the highest quality produce, cooked fresh to order and served 

to you by our friendly staff. 
Why don’t you pop down and come and  

Try Our Fry! 
To avoid waiting in the cold, give us a call to  

place your order on: 07833 786108 
A big thank you to all our customers who have loyally supported us over the 

past couple of years. 
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STUART DREW ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
 

MEMBER OF THE ECA 
PART P CERTIFIED     QUALIFIED TO 17TH EDITION  

 
From extra lights & sockets, to re-wires. Fault finding and electrical safety 

certification. For a professional, courteous service with free estimates & all work 
guaranteed, please call me 

 
Fully qualified & insured 

30 years experience 

 
29 Lincoln Way 
Harlington 
Beds 
LU5 6NG 

 
Telephone: 

01525 875965 
07941 812662 

 

 

   QUALITY RANGE OF HOT & COLD FOOD 
FOR YOU TO ENJOY FROM THE GREEN 
CAFÉ 
            AT CLOPHILL POST OFFICE 

 
DRINKS – Coffees, teas, hot chocolate, soft drinks… 
SNACKS – Soup & roll, Toasties, Jacket Potatoes, Butties, Pasties, Hot Dogs… 
SWEETS – Scones, Muffins, Pastries, ice creams… 
 
Relax & enjoy your food at the Green or Take Away 
Phone in to pre-order for parties, business lunches, office snacks, special occasions 
School Lunchboxes for children by arrangement 
Give us a ring to see if we can meet your needs:- 

01525 860988 
 
 
 

Markham Architectural Salvage 
www.markhamreclaimed.co.uk 

Reclaimed Timber Specialists 
Oak Beams – Doors – Flooring – Bricks 

Bespoke Furniture – Landscaping Materials 
Mirrors – Roofing Materials 

Opening Hours: Monday Friday 9am – 5pm   Saturday 9am – 1pm 

Tel: 01525 876428 or Mobile: 07766 051307 
Upper East End Farm, Goswell End Road, Harlington, Bedfordshire, LU5 6NU 

 
ROGER STOREY  

YOUR LOCAL PAINTER AND DECORATOR 
Friendly and Reliable Service 

Many Years Experience 
Please phone: 01525 861253  or  07800 777615 

 
Based near Toddington, Bedfordshire. 

We rescue, rehabilitate & re-home stray & abandoned cats. 
We have lots of beautiful cats waiting for loving homes.  

Ring the shelter on 01525 875993 

or Sue on 01582 650167  to arrange a visit.                
Registered Charity No. 1098984            Visit our website @www.straycatrescue.org.uk 
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AIMS 
Tim Kemp BA FCA  ♦ Professional service providing for 
Top Barn  Rectory Road      all your accounting and tax needs 
Steppingly  MK45 5AT  ♦ Practical advice based on 20 years 
     experience in running businesses 
TEL/FAX : 01525 717141 ♦ Personal approach with fixed fees 
MOBILE  : 07900 823 012     relevant to the work you need 
www.aims.co.uk ♦ Friendly, local accountant support- 
e-mail: timk@aims.co.uk     ing the community for over 20 years 
 
 

Please call for a free, no-obligation initial meeting 
 

ACCOUNTANTS FOR business 
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THE COMPUTER MAN 
 

Got a problem with your computer and don’t know what 
to do? Suffering with a virus or spam? 

 
Don’t hesitate! Ring your local computer expert 

Remote repairs or home visits 
(Day, evening & weekend) 

 
Lap top/desk top loan 

(Free pick up & drop off in local area) 
 

Comprehensive health check from £35 (Special Offer £35 - normally £40) 
Refurbished fl at screen available from £15 • Refurbished base units available from £99 

 
Contact Stephen Amos 

07976 718567 
the.computerman@ntlworld.com 
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Exam techniques and preparation. Revision and practice 

papers:  SATs and GCSE 

Spanish for business or pleasure, all levels. GCSE & A-levels  

Skills development: conversation, reading and writing 

Maths: Boost your confidence and abilities 

KS1, KS2, KS3, SATs and GCSE practice papers 

DBS checked and references - Reasonable rates 

01525 860743  -  07952 667814   rincontuition@aol.com 

 

rincon tuition - Spanish & Maths  
Expand your knowledge.  Boost your confidence 

                                                    01525 860743   
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 Foot Health Practitioner 
 

Corns, Hard Skin, Verruca, Fungal Nail Infection,  
In-growing Toe Nails, Diabetic Foot Care, Athlete's Foot,  

Pedicure, General Nail Cutting etc. 
In the comfort of your home or at my clinic 

Ann Gibbons MCFHP. MBAFHP.  
Competitive Rates  

Tel: 01462 813252   Mob: 07872 315763 
Web: www.shamrockclinic.co.uk 

For opening hours and other details please refer to my website 
       
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 Baths, Toilets & 
Showers  

Sinks and Taps 
Guttering 

Leaks and Burst Pipes 
Drainage 

Handyman jobs also 
 

Silsoe based 
No call out fee – free estimates 
Fully insured and guaranteed 

No job too small 
07720 723653   01525 864859 

info@betaplumbing.co.uk 
www.betaplumbing.co.uk 
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Unit 6, Woodside Farm, Clophill Road, Maulden, Beds, MK45 2AE 

 
Feeds for Dogs, Cats, Rabbits, Horses, Ponies, 

Poultry, Goats, Sheep, Birds 
 

Tel:  01525  860150 
 

‘For all creatures great and small 
serving the local community for over 30 years’ 

 
 
 

Chapman & Kirby Heating 

Gas, Plumbing & Heating Installations 

Gas Safe Registered 

Boiler Servicing & Maintenance 

Call us now 

Email: info@chapmanandkirbyheating.co.uk
Tel: 01525 861255  Mob: 07831 132308

 

1C, Old Silsoe Road, Clophill, Beds., MK45 4AR 
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Reassurance when you need it most
Serving the people of Bedfordshire since 1875

www.nevillefuneralservice.com

Neville Funeral Service
inc. George Squire & Sons since 1976

24 Clifton Road  
Shefford  SG17 5AE 

t:  01462 813258
e:  shefford@nevillefuneralservice.com

Neville Funeral Service
The Old Church  Flitwick Road 

 Ampthill  MK45 2NT
t:  01525 406132

e:  ampthill@nevillefuneralservice.com
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SHEFFORD  01462  627002 
www.bathroomvogue.com 

Unit 4A, Shefford Industrial Park, St Francis Way, Shefford SG17 5DZ 
 
 
 
 

• Suppliers of traditional and modern 
equipment 

 
• Working whirlpool & spa baths, power 

& steam shower systems on display 
 
• Over 40 settings on display 
 
• Complete installation service if 

required 
 
• Personal friendly service from a family 

run business 

• Wall and floor tiles 
 
• Accessories 
 
• Mirrors 
 
• Bathroom furniture 
 
• Heated towel rails 
 
• Saunas 
 
• Bathroom cabinets 

EST. 
1989 
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Traditional
Window Cleaner

Peter Hendry

phendry8@hotmail.co.uk
07590599381

Compu-Doc
PC / laptop crisis ?

Call the Doc for -

Hardware & software

Diagnosis & treatment
 john.stafford@compu-doc.co.uk01525-402227
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TREE SURGERY, HEDGE TRIMMING,  
TURFING, FENCE MAINTENANCE,  

DECKING,  PATIO CLEANING 
Qualified, Fully Insured, Competitive Rates 

Free Estimates 

TEL: 01582  518954    MOB: 07828 490360 
Web Site:  www.adaminyourgarden.co.uk 

 

Root n Branch Ad (126x31).pdf   1   14/03/2013   14:15
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AACCCCOOUUNNTTIINNGG  SSEERRVVIICCEESS  
accounting solutions for the 

Self–Employed and Small Business  
including

Bookkeeping ♦  Accounts ♦ HMRC tax returns    
 

For a totally confidential service at very competitive rates contact  
Richard Fairholm  T: 01525 861087 M: 07714189994 E:

 
mbaccounts@btinternet.com 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 Deborah Beare  BSc (Hons) Ost.  
 Registered Osteopath 
  
 The Clophill Centre for 
 Complementary Therapy 
 Clophill Fruit Farm, 

Shefford Road 
Clophill 

 
  To book appointments call:  07969 921112 

OSTEOPATHY 
 

•
 

Cranial & Structural Osteopathy
 

•
 

Neck & Low Back Pain
 

  
• Muscle Tension 
• Sports Injuries 
• Arthritic aches & pains 
• Headaches 
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Plumbing & Drainage Services 
Beta Plumbing 33 
Chapman & Kirby Heating 34

Post Offices 
Mace Post Office & Stores 27

Print Services 
Ampthill Print Centre IFC

Public Houses 
The Stone Jug 19

Removals & Storage 
Stephens 28

Repair Services 
Tim Downing Repair Services 42

Security Services 
Maximum Security Systems 39

Take-aways 
The Happy Plaice 27

Tuition Services 
Rincon Tuition (Spanish & Maths) 32

Village Hall 
Clophill Village Hall 19

Windows/Replacement 
Andrew Baker Windows 40 
AW Windows IBC 
Misty Double Glazing 25

Architectural Services 
Daniel Design & Build 20 
S&S Coates Surveying & Design 24

Auctioneers & Valuers 
W&H Peacock 31

Bathroom Services 
Bathroom Vogue 36

Builders & Carpenters 
James Bonfield Carpentry  
& Construction 43 
David Carpenter Building Services 43 
McCaffrey Build 41 
Peter Sharpe Building Services 18 
Stuart Benson Building Projects IFC

Carpet Services 
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 41

Car Services/Repairs 
A&F Motors Ltd  IFC 
Automotive Services Bedford 22 
Mint Alloys 37 
TC Coomber Car Services BC

Chimney Sweep 
Poppins Chimney Sweep IBC

Cleaning Services 
Daisy Cooper 38 
Ovenclean 25 
Time to Shine – Window Cleaner 38

Computer Services 
Compu-Doc 38 
The Computer Man 31  

Design and Marketing 
Abrahams Creative 17

Electrical Services 
Stuart Drew Electrical Services 28

Financial Services 
AIMS Accountants 30 
ET Accountancy Services 34 
Hills-Howson Financial Services 30 
MB Accounting Services 42 
Savage Accountants 21 
SJ Tax & Accounting Services 23

Food Suppliers 
Woburn Country Foods 37

Funeral Services 
AL&G Abbott, Funeral Directors 29 
Neville Funeral Service 35

Garden Services 
Adam in your Garden 40 
Garden Doctor 33 
Green Thumb Lawn Treatment 36 
Root ‘n Branch 40

Health & Beauty 
A Cut Above Hairdressing 23 
Ampthill & Flitwick Physiotherapy 34 
Deborah Pedley Osteopathy 42 
Hairs & Graces 21 
Libra Wellness 21 
Linda Allsop Physiotherapy 23 
Mindfulness Movement & Meditation 22 
Route 66 Barbers 25 
Shamrock Clinic - Foot Health 33 
The Tanning Salon  BC

Home Improvements 
Christopher The Painter 18 
Roger Storey - Painter & Decorator 28

Medical Training Services 
EMT Academy 20

Music and Entertainment 
Greensands Community Choir 24

Nursery Schools 
Clophill PreSchool 26 
Clophill St Mary’s C of E 
Lower School and Nursery 26 
Clophill Toddler Group 22 
Wrest Park Day Nursery - Silsoe 39

Pet Services 
Bowbelles Grooming Room 19 
Conifer Kennels & Cattery 38 
Lizzie Brown Pet Care 32 
Personal Dog Walker 23 
Stray Cat Rescue 28 
The Bluecat Luxury Cattery 25 IFC = Inside Front Cover    

IBC = Inside Back Cover    
BC = Back Cover

Advertisers index

For further information about advertising in Spotlight, 
please contact our Advertising Manager at ads@clophillspotlight.co.uk

Ads from as little as £50 per year



Chimneys Swept
Wood and Multifuel Stove 
Installation & Liners

MARK MASSEY
01525 860424
07858 688785

mark@poppinschimneys.co.uk

Brush, Vacuum and Nest Removal Services
Wood Stove Installation and Liners

Great Service –  Great Price!

Great Service - Great Price!

01525 860424 07858 688785
mark@poppinschimneys.co.uk

or
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