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 Stuart Benson Building Projects 

Design, Build and Maintenance including Interior Refurbishments, 
Kitchen / Bathroom fitting, Tiling, Flooring, Skirting boards, Doors 

Garage conversions. Exterior Decking, Patios, Driveways 
Garden Offices/ Sheds 

Tel: 07946 579862 or 01525 403083 
Email: benson.stuart@ googlemail.com 
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“
Hi everyone...

”
You can also read Spotlight online 

www.clophillspotlight.co.uk

  Thank you for bearing with us as Spotlight had to be distributed a little later in the 
               month than usual. We hope that now it’s arrived you’re enjoying it.

There are lots of days to celebrate in June – starting off with 
Father’s Day on the 17th. If you’ve got a canine friend you 

might like to know that it’s Bring Your Dog to Work Day 
on the 22nd. And on the same day it’s also National 
Kissing Day – so get ready to pucker up. Finally, on 
the 27th it’s International Sunglasses Day. Let’s hope 
the sun will be out for that one!

Before I go, a quick reminder that Spotlight takes a 
break in August. If you want to be in the July issue, 

please send in your articles and posters by 20th June. 

See you next time. x

The magazine staff
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Events & Activities 
During May half term we participated in 
the Greensand Country Festival and held 
an Art Day, A Guided Walk and a very 
popular Earth Day where people came 
and tried their hand at various countryside 
crafts. Activities such as willow weaving 
and fire lighting were very popular and 
there was also the chance to get messy 
and make some fat balls for birds. We  
have an exciting events calendar for 2018 
that includes outdoor theatre, countryside 
craft days and animal experiences. 

Guided Walks 
Our summer series of guided walks is approaching. Each walk is two hours long, starting 
and finishing at The Eco Lodges, and has a different topic such as medicinal plants, edible 
plants, geology and foraging. The foraging walk is followed by a workshop to show you 
how to turn your goodies into jams, chutneys and more.  

Volunteers needed for our Tower Tours 
We’re looking for more Tower Tour guides to help show people around old St Mary’s Church 
at weekends. This is a great way to spend a couple of hours with like-minded people showing 
them the beautiful ruin and stunning views from the top of the tower (we also need people 
to man the bottom gate if you don’t fancy heights!).You would only need to commit to two 
hours a month and all training is given. Please contact the Warden Kayleigh Waight or 
Assistant Warden Emily Hakansson on 07935 911207 or email info@clophillecolodges.co.uk

News from Clophill Heritage Trust 

For info and to book events go to http://clophillecolodges.org.uk/events  
or for a Tower Tour http://clophillecolodges.org.uk/book-a-tower-tour

When great grandma Joan Hamilton recently flew  
over from Australia to Clophill to see her new great 
grand-daughter Rosie (a sister for Alfie Langhorn)  
she wanted to leave behind a special memento.

Joan loved the area and kindly donated a beautiful  
willow tree to the Village Hall. It replaces the tree planted 
by the children of St Mary’s School in celebration of the 
Queens Jubilee, which was sadly vandalised last year.  
Let’s hope this lovely tree is left to flourish.

Many thanks to Joan and we look forward to seeing her 
again in the future so she can see how the tree and her 
great grandchildren are growing! Dr Steve Langhorn 

Replacement tree for Village Hall
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June is a wonderful time in the garden, as we transition from spring  
into summer. By now the hedgerows and gardens around the village  
are bursting into growth, with splashes of colour from a whole array of shrubs  
and flowers. But it’s still possible for the odd cold night to strike so keep a piece of 
fleece to hand to protect your more tender summer plants, especially those recent 
purchases from garden centres.

Warm, wet weather means rapid lawn growth but some simple maintenance can keep 
your lawn healthy over the season. Lawns in full sun may need cutting twice a week, 
but take care not to cut the grass with blades set too low. In dry weather this can lead to 
bare patches, increased weeds and shallow rooted grass, which is more prone to drought.

If you want good grass on our sandy soil you’ll need to use an appropriate summer 
lawn feed once a month. Only apply fertiliser onto moist soil and evenly distribute 
it to avoid scorching the grass. Good, established lawns may go dry and brown during 
dry periods, but soon green up when it rains. You can help water and air to penetrate 
by spiking compacted and dry lawns with a garden fork and wiggling it back and forth 
to loosen the soil and allow air and water to reach the roots.

Warm, wet weather also encourages your herbaceous 
perennials to shoot up, so they’ll need supporting. The 
simplest way is to put a cane or stick firmly into the ground, 
at the rear of the plant, and tie around a loop of string.  
Think loose support with natural movement rather than 
rigidly upright. Plants that would benefit from support  
include delphiniums, climbing roses, oriental poppies  
and the tall varieties of catmint (nepeta).

June is also a good time to cut back and divide any of the 
earlier flowing perennials such as pulmonaria, aubrieta and 
primulas. Lift clumps of plants, pull them apart and trim the old foliage, leaving about 
5cm on each new plant. Add some compost into the soil and then replant, watering 
in well. This is also the time to prune down any spring flowering shrubs and deadhead 
spring flowering bulbs. Remember to water all newly planted trees, shrubs and 
flowering plants during dry weather until they’ve established good roots growth. 

Deadheading will now become a key task as flowers finish and start to go over and 
lose their petals. With many plants the flowering period can be extended by removing 
the old flowers as soon as they fade. This stops the plant putting energy into producing 
seeds and instead channels it into new growth and flowers later in the summer and 
sometimes into autumn. Most deadheading can be done with secateurs, cutting back  
to just above strong buds lower down the stems of the plant. Some plants, like the 
hardy geraniums, can be trimmed back with garden shears. It looks drastic but the  
plant quickly puts on new growth and plants are kept nice and bushy. 

And of course don’t forget to keep on top of weeding while they’re small  
– don’t let them flower and set seeds!

Come into the Garden
with Kate Gardner
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• Contact Imogen on 07765 887868 or Chris on 07936 006381 or email  
   clophillpreschool@gmail.com. Our website is www.clophillpreschool.co.uk

Hello everyone. What beautiful weather we’ve been 
having and a wonderful way to celebrate Outdoor 
Classroom Day last month. We invited parents up 
for a Coffee Morning to give them the chance to 
see the newly developed outdoor area and how the 
children play and learn within it. We had a fantastic 
response from our parents, some even posting 
their comments on our Facebook page about how 

great they think the area is. We ourselves can’t quite believe the changes we’ve made to 
the space. We’d like to thank the Parish Council for their grant donation, which allowed us 
to accumulate the funds to pay for the new fence, to the Village Hall Committee for their 
unwavering support, and to our parents for helping with our fundraising events.

Where our children were once playing on a flat square piece of grass and patio we’ve now 
created an exciting and interesting space with hills and trees, wooden walkways, wood chip 
mounds, a pallet stage and a digging pit. Our children will find interest and ways to explore 
and develop play from the natural environment in a way they aren’t 
able to when surrounded by the usual toys or resources. 

Our children have been hunting for minibeasts, digging in the 
mud pit and using lengths of bark as funnels to run water from the 
water butt. They’ve been eating radishes that we’ve grown in the 
allotment and everyone is keeping an eye on the other fruit and 
vegetables – especially the strawberries! 

Everyone has enjoyed travelling along the new wooden trail and over the log stepping 
stones. They’ve been scrambling up the muddy bank and sliding down the wooden slide, 
balancing as they walk across the top of the wall, running down the slope and making  

their way along the secret path hidden behind the hill. 

We’re very lucky to have Sue, from The Clophill Centre, coming this term 
to create a willow tunnel for us. And in Dad’s week – when we invite 
all dads, grandads, uncles etc – we hope to get them to work with the 
children planting up herbs in some of the tyres and helping to create 
some more climbing structures on the muddy bank. We also hope they 
can help make a chip and tyre hill for the children to climb over. 

We feel incredibly proud of the fantastic space we’re developing that 
allows for balancing, sliding, rolling, crawling and climbing. We’re 

providing a space that’s flexible enough to ensure challenge for the most timid and the  
most adventurous, offering unpredictability and a sense of risk with little possibility of harm. 
While we continue to develop the space, we continue to fundraise. Our next Happy School 
Bags collection is on 20th June, so if you have any old clothing, shoes or bedding please  
get in touch. Thank you.

News
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Last month we welcomed National Demonstrator Patricia Dibben for  
her demonstration ‘Stepping Forward – Glancing Back’.

With the hall filled with over 70 members as well as a number of visitors,  
Patricia began with a large open-weave basket from Holland which she filled with foliage. 
As she worked, Patricia explained that it’s important to manipulate not mutilate when 
trimming it to size, before adding Solidago, green Dianthus, Sweet William and tulips.

Patricia’s second arrangement involved two placements enclosed in a metal frame and it 
included red Anthurium, purple Lilac and an old-fashioned light pink rose. Next a raised 
container was filled with palms, Bergenia leaves and Hebe to which Patricia added orange 
orchid, Solidago and red Anthuriums. To complete the design, she included a similar 
smaller arrangement at table level.

Now ‘glancing back’, the next design recalled the WAFAS 2017 show in Barbados. Patricia 
used a beautiful piece of wood along with ferns, Aspidistra, variegated Fatsia and Cordyline, 
and a Caribbean splash of colour was created with Heleconium, Ginger Lilies and large orange 
gerbera. When completed, Patricia added a second similar design to produce a stunning display.
Once again looking back to years ago when Patricia started work as a florist she explained 
that designs were quite often triangular – and so her fifth design reflected this. It was all 
white, arranged in an elevated white urn with Larkspur, Delphinium, lilies and Avalanche 
roses to which she added a smaller arrangement at the base.

Patricia told us how she joined the first full-time floristry course in the country 
which was held in Tottenham and as time went on she decided she wanted to learn 
more contemporary skills. Her sixth and final design was a more ‘stepping forward’ 
contemporary design. Two red circles suspended in a frame were decorated as sunsets 
with green foliage, yellow Solidago, orange gerbera and bright red Anthurium and  
dark red roses. Once again, the design was completed with a third placement. Many 
members and visitors went home happy with their raffle prize designs.

• We are a very active club with nearly 90 members. During the year there are monthly   
   demonstrations – twice a year with National Demonstrators, a social practical evening and  
   sessions of flower arranging for beginners and the more able. Visitors are  
   always very welcome. Our next demonstration is with Lionel Clark – his  
   11th visit – on 5th July. www.clophillflowerclub.com

Clophill & District Flower Club

... to everyone who helped or supported us at our jumble sale at the village hall in April. 
And of course thank you to those kind supporters who gave us jumble to sell! We raised 
a grand total of £750, which includes £102 from eBay sales, a generous donation of 
£50 plus a ‘rounding up’ donation of £38.41. Money goes to the Leonard Cheshire 
DisABILITY Home in Ampthill.

Our next sale is on 5th October and we’d love to hear from you if you have any good-
quality jumble sale or books to spare. Please also get in touch on 861110 if you can help 
out at the sale or would like to find out more about our group’s activities or visit the home.

A huge thanks...
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We’d like to thank everyone for their support at the Church Fete and Village  
Event. It was a shame that the weather was unpredictable but we were lucky  

that it stayed fine for the first two hours. 

The children from St Mary’s School gave a faultless Maypole dancing display in  
the sunshine at 1pm. Later, when it rained, visitors retreated into the church  
to browse the stalls and enjoy tea, cakes and refreshments. While there, they  

were able to listen to the Greensand Community Choir and watch the children  
from Clophill Pre-School perform their dances. 

We were delighted with the whole event as we had an excellent range of stalls  
and sideshows from local organisations. Some stalls were raising money for  
charities such as Keech Cottage, Bowel Cancer research and Cat Rescue. As  

ever, plate smashing, Skittle Alley and Beat the Goalie were very popular. It was  
also lovely to have the new Street Watch Team who had a stall to promote their 

project and make villagers aware of what they plan to do for the village.

Our aim was to create a traditional fete for the village and we were very happy  
with the number of visitors and the friendly community atmosphere. People  
seemed to enjoy the afternoon and were happy to spend time meeting friends  
and visiting the stalls and sideshows. The church raised £1,388, which will be  

used to maintain the building and fabric.

If the fete is to continue next year we’d like we would like to hear from you  
with any ideas and feedback on how we can improve this annual occasion.  

We also, need more people to get involved with organising the event.

Carolyn Cranswick and Gill Jones, fete organisers

Robert Bloomfield Academy is looking for donations of fiction and  
non-fiction books. Any other reading materials would be useful, particularly  

copies of BBC History Magazine and National Geographic Magazine.

The school would also love to hear from volunteers to help with their  
Reading Champions programme. It involves going into school for 20 minutes  

to listen to pupils read, which really helps to boost their confidence. 

• For more details please contact Trudy Purslow, PA to the headteacher,  
on 01462 628800 or TPurslow@bestacademies.org.uk

Reading material and  
volunteers needed
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The children had a wonderful day celebrating the Royal Wedding.  
They looked fantastic in their party clothes and all years took part in  
a variety of Royal Wedding themed activities. The day ended with a  
special outside worship in the Spiritual Garden.

At the church fete, we were lucky that the sun shone long enough for our children to 
take part in the maypole dancing. All the practice really paid off as they did a wonderful 
job performing. We’d like to say a special thank you to Mrs Burraway and Miss Fletcher 
for all their support and encouragement with the children. We’d also like to thank the 
Friends of St Mary’s and Governors who both ran very successful stalls for the school 
(despite the rain which appeared after the maypole!).

In May we also held our annual Pentecost Eucharist service at  
church and our Year 3 class led worship within school.

In other news... 
There were some brilliant performances at  
the tea time concert held in May, so well  
done to all who took part. Our Year 4s  
had the opportunity to take part in a  
bikeability course where as well as learning  
to improve their bike riding ability they  
were also taught how to maintain their  
bike and ensure they are safe. Some of them  
also took part in a sports transition event at Robert Bloomfield. They had a fantastic time 
taking part in a range of golfing activities and, as always, were a credit to the school.

Our value for June is Honesty 
In school we’ll be encouraging children to tell the truth even when they’ve done something 
wrong and could be in trouble. Our response to children who are honest will demonstrate 
that they needn’t be afraid of owning up to wrongdoing and that we always respect 
honesty and thank people for being honest. We’ll use Bible stories as well as others, such as 
‘Pinocchio’, to show how important our consciences are. We’ll discuss the phrase ‘living a 
lie’ and explore the effect a ‘tissue of lies’ can have. Emphasis will also be placed upon the 
importance of saying ‘sorry’ and meaning it when in the wrong. 

Acorn class have been learning about different types of mini beasts and finding worms in 
our digging pit. They’ve also been looking at life cycles, decorating butterflies, counting 
spots on ladybirds, and watching tadpoles to see what happens to them as they grow.

They’ve also looked at how tall the children are, comparing the children with a height 
chart and then by ordering a line of children. Whilst the sun has been shining they’ve  
had a lot of fun in the garden with the soft play shapes, balancing on them as they  
walk or pretending they’re at ‘Army World’ or ‘Dinosaur Land’.

St Mary’s School News

Acorn Nursery News
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1.	 Put a large pan of salted water  
	 on to boil. 
2.	 Heat the oil on a medium heat  
	 and add in the finely chopped  
	 onion, celery and pancetta. Cook 
	 until softened but not browned. 
3.	 Meanwhile cook the beans in  
	 boiling salted water for about 10 
	 minutes (use the same water that 
	 you will cook the pasta in) then  
	 remove with a slotted spoon. 
4.	 Add the beans to the  
	 onion mixture. 
5.	 Cook the pasta according to the packet directions to avoid over cooking. 
6.	 Whilst the pasta is cooking cut the cooked ham into thin strips and add  
	 to the onion mixture. 
7.	 Season to taste. 
8.	 Drain the pasta and add to the bean mixture. 
9.	 Mix well and turn out into a heated dish. 
10.	Sprinkle with the grated Parmesan cheese.

Christine’s quick ‘n’ easy recipe

INGREDIENTS  Serves 6

•	500g rigatoni pasta 
•	1½ tbsp extra virgin olive oil  
•	1 medium onion 
•	1 stick of fresh celery

•	3-4 slices of pancetta or streaky bacon 
•	400g shelled fresh broad beans 
•	100g cooked ham (remove any fat) 
•	freshly grated Parmesan cheese

Christine runs Italian cookery classes at Casa Fellini in Clophill 
www.casafellini.co.uk

Rigatoni Pasta with 
Broad Beans and Ham

Sunday 1 July, 7.45pm
Songs of Praise on The Green

Come and enjoy the Luton Band of The Salvation Army  
and the Greensand Community Choir, followed by  

refreshments in Beverley Court.
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You’ve probably seen the adverts in this magazine and around the village – but you still don’t 
really know what Messy Church is. Well, officially Messy Church is described as a way of 
‘being church’ for families involving fun. It’s found all around the world and its values are 
about being Christ-centred, for all ages, based on creativity, hospitality and celebration

But why ‘Messy’? Well, ‘Messy’ is saying that God is interested in people and families 
who are ‘messy’ rather than perfect. Messy Church says ‘We’re all messy, our lives aren’t 
perfect, our families and children aren’t perfect and we believe the best space for God  
to deal with us in our messiness and disorder is in church. Come and join us.’

Clophill holds its very own Messy Church once a month 
at the Methodist Church between 4pm and 6pm. At 
a typical session, you’ll be welcomed at the door and 
given a name sticker then off you go to choose a craft 
or activity. There are usually about six different things  
to do – and despite trying to hold themselves back,  
the adults can’t resist getting stuck in.

At around 5pm we come together for a short period of 
worship, led by our minister, Graham Claydon-Knights. 

We sing, bash instruments, listen to stories and show everyone what we have made.  
It’s usually very noisy and chaotic, but totally fun and inclusive. Afterwards we all share 
tea, which could be anything from hotdogs to pasta, with plenty of cakes for dessert. 
Then everyone usually helps to tidy up and the kids go home tired (yay!).

Messy Church is for all ages – our current members range from 2 to 80+.  
There’s no fixed fee, we only ask for a donation to cover costs. 

• Our next Messy Church is on 23rd June so do come along.  
   Or if you’d like more info contact victoriajhiggins@hotmail.co.uk  
   or go to www.messychurch.org.uk

Messy Church: What’s it all about?

This year’s lunches held on five Wednesdays during Lent raised over  
£1,000 for the homeless charity, Crisis. Thanks to all who organised them and  
all who attended and gave so generously.

April and May have been very busy. As well as a wedding and two funerals held in the 
church, there were two social /fundraising events. In April more than 70 people attended 
the 20th annual Quiz Night at the Village Hall, raising the magnificent sum of £650. 
Thanks are due to the whole team for this event and the 19 preceding years.

Then in May we held the Church Fete and Village Event in the churchyard, which 
attracted the usual big crowd. We were entertained by the school’s Maypole dancing 
team and the Greensands Community Choir and then the rain came! But a good time 
was still had by all.

St Mary’s Church News
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What’s on in and around Clophill

Saturday 23rd  
Garden Party & Afternoon Tea  2.30pm, Aragon House, High Street Clophill 
See this issue for ticket details

Sunday 1st  
Songs of Praise on the Green  7.45pm, The Green, Clophill 

Sunday 12th  
Poppy Walk for Honour  11am, Priory Country Park, Bedford  
See this issue for full details

On throughout the month...

23

One Saturday a month... 
•	 Messy Church  4pm-6pm, Clophill Methodist  
	 Church. Dates: 23 Jun; 14 Jul; 15 Sep; 20 Oct;  
	 17 Nov; 15 Dec. See ‘Village Groups’ for  
	 contact details.

CHURCH SERVICES 
Regular services at St Mary’s Church, Clophill 
1st Sunday	 8am, Holy Communion;  
	 10.45am, Family Praise 
2nd & 4th Sundays	 10.45am, Parish Communion  
3rd Sunday	 10.45am, Morning Prayer/Praise 
5th Sunday 	 10am, Benefice Services

Regular services at Clophill Methodist Church 
1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th Sundays  10.30am Morning Service 
3rd Sunday	 10.30am All Age Worship Service

JU
L
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If you have any diary dates that you would like included on this page,  
please email clophillspotlight1@hotmail.co.uk

Fridays... 
•	 Clophill Toddler Group  10am-11.30am, 
	 Village Hall, See ‘Village Groups’ for contact details
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These notes are a resume only. Official minutes are available on the internet and  
notice boards. All official correspondence should be sent to the parish clerk and  
not individual councillors.

Anglia Water update 
Lots of residents are asking us for updates about Anglian Water’s water main works.  
Our website ‘noticeboard’ section has full details, with all dates for guidance only.

By the time you receive this month’s Spotlight it’s anticipated that Phase 5 (High Street, 
Cainhoe Road to The Green) will have been completed. The final phase (6) at the Green is 
due to start 11th June. This will initially be as a one-way system around the Green, much like 
a roundabout, until the 29th June. This will allow traffic to continue in and out of Clophill.

The final connection in the A6 junction will need to be a hard road closure and Anglian 
Water anticipate this starting on 30th June and running until 13th July, with weekend 
working. Traffic will be able to enter the village but not able to leave via the A6.

The final cut and caps of the old main will take place from 13th to 19th July in Cainhoe 
Road/Goodhall Crescent junction and High Street/Great Lane junction.

Lakes site 
We were asked by a member of the public if we could update the village with regard  
to the Lakes site. The latest news is that Gallagher Estates (GE), who own the site, have 
recently put different members of staff to oversee the area their end and are still getting up 
to speed with their role. Central Bedfordshire Council and GE are still in discussions about 
terms for Section 106 (a legal agreement between an applicant seeking planning permission 
and the local planning authority, which is used to mitigate the impact of new homes on  
the local community and infrastructure). We’re still engaged in the process, and will keep  
the village informed of any future developments.

Clophill clean-up 
 A HUGE thank you to the 50+ volunteers for helping out with the Clophill Clean Up  
last month. We were delighted by your response. Pictures of volunteers in action can be 
found on our Facebook page. We’d also like to thank Nell Lee for her help in coordinating 
the Clean Up this year. We politely request that, where possible, villagers put their litter in  
bins provided or take it home with them.

Parish Council Vacancy 
There’s still a vacancy at Clophill Parish Council. This is an unpaid role that involves attending 
meetings once a month and spending an hour or so a week reviewing and responding to 
information. Training will be given. For more details and a brief application form please 
contact the Clerk to the Council, James Stirling, on clerk@clophill-pc.gov.uk or write to  
him at 31 Plum Tree Road, Lower Stondon SG16 6NE. You can also view information at 
www.clophill-pc.gov.uk

• Full minutes from meetings can be found at clophill-pc.gov.uk

Clophill Parish Council 
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Clophill Parish Council 
Continued

Planning
CB/18/01122/FULL 
Location:	 The Conifers, The Causeway 
Proposal:	 Construction of a new boarding kennel block 
	 The Council require that parking is accommodated on site for staff,  
	 visitors and clients and not on the public highway.                         SUPPORT

CB/18/01246/FULL 
Location:	 28 Back Street 
Proposal:	 Repair of existing ironstone wall, external landscaping groundworks to  
	 create new retaining wall, creation of two additional off-street parking  
	 spaces and improved pedestrian access.                                         SUPPORT

CB/18/01294/FULL 
Location:	 5A Great Lane 
Proposal:	 Loft conversion and internal alterations; single-storey flat roof infill  
	 extension to rear elevation; and box bay window to front elevation.  
	 NO COMMENT – the deadline passed before we could consider it.

CB/18/01455/ADV 
Location:	 6A Bedford Road 
Proposal:	 Dog grooming advertisement sign to be erected over 1 fence panel –  
	 182.800cm x 91.4400cm                                                               SUPPORT

The next Parish Council meeting will take place at the VILLAGE HALL  
at 7.45pm on Tuesday 26th June

Wildlife
walks & talks

Open to all. Walks have group size limits so please reserve.  
For additional information email flitvale.info@gmail.com or  

ring Ann on 07890 347327 after 6pm or at weekends. www.flitvale.org.uk

Join Graham Bellamy on a tour around this spectacular rich traditional grassland  
with both sweet vernal and quaking-grass and the adjacent mixed-wood spinney.  

Places are limited. The Fancott Pub is open for lunch.  £2 per adult

Nature Walk at Fancott Meadows
10am, Saturday 30th June, Fancott Meadows
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Gas (Emergency)			   0800 111999 
Electricity (Emergency)			   0800 7838838 
Emergency Fire/Police/Ambulance			   999 
Water/Sewage (Anglian Water)			   0845 7145145 
Telephone	 (Customer Services) 150	 (Faults)	 151 
Highways Department (Central Bedfordshire Council)			   0300 3008049 
Benefits Agency (Bedford office)			   01234 361500 
Registrar’s Office (Births/deaths/marriages)			   0300 3008089 
Rail (Enquiries)	  	  	 0845 7484950 
Buses  01234 262151	 (Link A Ride) 01525 840511	 (Flittabus) 	 01582 406561 
Luton Airport			   01582 405100 
Swimming 	 (Flitwick) 01525 717744	 (Robinson Pool) 	 01234 212479

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
Central Beds Offices (Chicksands)			   0300 300 8000 
Mid-Beds MP		  Nadine Dorries	 01462 811992 
Central Bedfordshire Councillors		  Michael Blair	 01525 404513 
		  Paul Duckett	 07988 184061 
Clophill Parish Council		  Paul Downing	 01525 860350 
	 (Clerk)	 James Stirling	 01462 887226

HOSPITALS 
Bedford (North & South) 	 01234 355122	 Admissions	 01234 261150 
		  Appointments	 01234 359012 
Luton & Dunstable			   0845 1270127

DOCTOR’S CLINICS 
Ampthill	 (Houghton Close) 01525 300898	 (Oliver Street)	 01525 631395 
		  (Greensands)	 01525 631390 
Shefford	 Enquiries 01462 818620	 Appointments	 01462 810034 
Barton     01582 528700		  Flitwick	 01525 715300

POLICE		  Non Emergency	 101 
County Police HQ			   01234 841212 
Ampthill Station			   101

CHURCHES 
St Mary’s Parish Church		  Liz Henman	 01525 860108 
St Francis RC Church, Shefford		  Ian Gordon	 01525 860875 
Clophill Methodist Church		  Jim Davies	 01525 860829 
Baptist Churches    (Ampthill) Doreen Gibbs 01525 862424   (Maulden) Ian Crawford 01525 634325 
                                                                                                   (Shefford) Hazel Arnold 01462 812564          

SCHOOLS 
Clophill St Mary’s C of E Lower School & Nursery	  (Headteacher Mrs K Bingley)	 01525 860206 
Harlington Upper School, Harlington			   01525 755100 
Preschool           clophillpreschool@gmail.com       (Chris)  07936 006381 or (Imogen)  07765 887868 
Redborne Upper School, Ampthill			   01525 404462 
Robert Bloomfield Middle School, Shefford			   01462 628800

Useful numbers
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Call us first for ALL your building works 
and get reliability, quality & sensible prices. 

• Domestic extensions
• Design & build service

• General building works, drives, patios 
• Carpentry, kitchen fitting, wall & floor tiling 

• Laminate flooring & hardwood flooring 

• Mini digger and driver hire 
• Electrical installations including 

Building Regulation part P certification
• Roofing repairs carried out

• Conservatories, UPVC windows

 
‘BEDFORDSHIRE’S PROFESSIONAL BUILDER’ 

01525 872762 / 07850 803021
email:  psbsltd@btconnect.com 
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Call us first for ALL your building works 
and get reliability, quality & sensible prices. 

 
Domestic extensions 

 
Design & build service 

 
General building works, drives, patios 

 
Carpentry, kitchen fitting, wall & floor tiling 

 
Laminate flooring & hardwood flooring 

 
Mini digger and driver hire  

 
Electrical installations including  

Building Regulation part P certification 
 

Roofing repairs carried out 
 

Conservatories, UPVC windows 
 

 ‘BEDFORDSHIRE’S PROFESSIONAL BUILDER’ 
 

01525 872762 / 07850 803021 
email:  psbsltd@btconnect.com 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Village groups
Beverley Court 
Brownies 
Clophill Community Care 
Clophill Heritage Trust 
Clophill St Mary’s C of E Lower School & Nursery 
Clophill Toddler Group 
Clophill United Charities 
Conservation Group 
Flower Club 
Friends of the Cheshire Home 
Funzone After School Club 
Greensands Community Choir 
Indoor Carpet Bowls 
Messy Church 
 
St Mary’s PTA 
Scouts and Cubs 
Tea and Chat 
Village Hall Booking Secretary

 
https://enquiryym.girlguiding.org.uk 
Duty Contact 
Ali Bradbury 
Sharon Kempson 
Hannah Compton 
Gillian Hill 
Brian Adams 
Gillian Hill 
Sue Pearson 
 
Luke Howard 
Tony Meredith 
Victoria Higgins 
victoriajhiggins@hotmail.co.uk 
Julia Skelton 
 
Anita Errick 
Marilyn Browning

860920 
 

07791 773705 
07894 710001 

860206 
07535 705711 

860539 
862297 
860539 
861110 

07903 167493 
07975 520085 

860754 
07920 568861 

 
07774 993973 

www.scouts.org.uk/get-involved 
860695 

07821 643936
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OPEN NOW!
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CoachingTALKEASY
Do you want to make a fundamental 

difference to your life and don’t 
know where to start?

My name is Lynn and I am a Life Coach.

I have extensive experience helping 
with every aspect of life, e.g. support with 

family issues, or your own financial, 
emotional, or physical wellbeing.

My most recent project has been supporting 
young teenagers in their place of education.

    07557948644
  01525860384
lynnclements87@gmail.com

            Be the change in your life 
           and contact me for a free, 
                      no obligation chat.
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QUALIFIED ACCOUNTANT

SJ TAX & ACCOUNTING

Professional friendly services,
Tax advice, Free initial consultation,

Sole trades, Ltd companies,
Bookkeeping, Payroll, 

CIS, VAT & Tax

e: sally@sjtax.co.uk
t: 01234 831997

m: 07899 808592 

DOWNLOAD OUR FREE APP
 “SJ TAX LTD” 

contains lots of free tax info and
a free income and expenses tracker
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LOVE SINGING!
sing wi

th an exciting local choir ...
Gre

ensa
nd Com

munity Choir

Come along to your local community choir, 
for men and women of all singing abilities!
Mondays, 8.00-9.30 pm at St. Mary's Church, Clophill.

Come and sing with an exciting new local choir led by a professional musical director 
Uplifting music in a variety of styles: musicals, classic pop, folksongs, sacred and world music
Welcoming singers of all abilities - no audition, no need to read music!
New members - come along any time for a free taster 

Enquiries to: 
greensandcommunitychoir@gmail.com 
or ring Luke on: 01525 838199

greensand choir-spotlight-amends-Oct14.qxp  24/10/2014  12:38  Page 1

07975 520085

  
 
 

 REMEMBER OUR MOTTO
 “A VISIT TO THE JUG IS BETTER THAN GOING TO A PUB”

 CHEERS JOYCE & VIKKI
 

The S t on e Ju g BACK STREET, CLOPHILL 
A Free House Telephone 

01525 
860526 

 

 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

REMEMBER OUR MOTTO 
“A VISIT TO THE JUG IS BETTER THAN GOING TO A PUB” 

CHEERS JOYCE & VIKKI 

The Stone Jug BACK STREET, CLOPHILL 
A Free House Telephone 

01525 
860526 

It’s time to accept the fact that we are in the 21st century. So with this in mind 
we will be moving with the times this year and installing a chip and pin machine 
and joining the world-wide web!  
All in good time though, after all Rome wasn’t built in a day! 
Some things don’t change though – we still offer good quality, fairly priced 
home cooked lunches, a proper pub atmosphere, real ales and dogs welcome. 
So if you haven’t tried us yet make 2013 the year to make that change. 
Once again, thank you for your support 
So for now it’s business as usual……………… 

We’re a traditional village pub, offering home-cooked lunches that will fill 
your bellies without emptying your wallet! 
Make ‘The Jug’ part of your weekly routine – for lunch, a catch-up with friends over 
a drink or perching at the bar chewing the fat and putting the world to rights. 
As my late dad used to say ‘We’re a proper pub for proper people.’ Cheers!
• 5 real ales, including 3 guest pumps 
• selection of wines and Prosecco by the glass (or even better, by the bottle!)
• home-cooked lunches Tues-Sat, 12-2pm

www.stonejug.co.uk www.facebook.com/thestonejugclophill

Compu-Doc
PC / laptop crisis ?

Call the Doc for -

Hardware & software

Diagnosis & treatment
 john.stafford@compu-doc.co.uk01525-402227
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Caring for your pets in your home
when you can’t be there

Happy Pets at Home

Pet visits tailor made for 
your pets’ individual needs

I do dog walking with
your canine friend/s 

CRB checked and fully insured
Based in Barton and have pets of my own

Email
petvisitsatyourhome@aol.co.uk

Phone June on
07950704980 or 01582 881482

• Cats • Dogs • Rabbits
• Guinea Pigs • Hamsters • Gerbils

PLUS

BUILDING SERVICES
Friendly local craftsman 

and restorer Est. 1986

MOST BUILDING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN

including Carpentry and Joinery, 
Bricklaying, Roofing, Plastering, 

Tiling and much more

to arrange a visit to 
discuss your requirements.

Free estimates provided
References available

Phone: 01582 881015
Mobile: 07954 828695

 

Emma Thoulass FCA CTA

Experienced Chartered Accountant and
Chartered Tax adviser based in Clophill
providing a full range of accountancy

and taxation services to businesses
and private individuals.

To arrange a free initial consultation
please telephone me on 01525 590465
or email emma@et-accountancy.co.uk

01525 590465
www.et-accountancy.co.uk
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Unique quinoa & suet bird pellets

To order go to www.ivelvalleybirdfood.co.uk
YOUR LOCAL BIRD FOOD SUPPLIERS - Use code LOCAL5 to save £5 off your first order

Attract more birds
Direct from our farm
No Waste – No grow
British home grown ingredients
Super feed includes Blackcurrant & Quinoa
 

BritBits are 

so versatile – 

they can be put 

on the ground, 

table and feeder!

LOCALLY MADE
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AIMS 
Tim Kemp BA FCA  ♦ Professional service providing for 
Top Barn  Rectory Road      all your accounting and tax needs 
Steppingly  MK45 5AT  ♦ Practical advice based on 20 years 
     experience in running businesses 
TEL/FAX : 01525 717141 ♦ Personal approach with fixed fees 
MOBILE  : 07900 823 012     relevant to the work you need 
www.aims.co.uk ♦ Friendly, local accountant support- 
e-mail: timk@aims.co.uk     ing the community for over 20 years 
 
 

Please call for a free, no-obligation initial meeting 
 

ACCOUNTANTS FOR business 
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Café now open to public

Valuation, collection & auction service of individual  
items through to complete property clearances.

Including Antique & Modern Furniture • Clocks • Books
Ceramics & Glassware • Pictures & Prints • Bicycles

Jewellery & Watches • Garage Tools & Equipment 
Household Electrical Items • Building Reclaims 

Office Furniture & Equipment • Retail Products & Stock
Horticultural & Commercial Equipment • Vehicles 

Garden Furniture & Effects

Weekly Auctions 
and Valuations

Bedford Auction Centre, Eastcotts Park, Wallis Way, Bedford, MK42 0PE  

01234 266 366        peacockauction.co.uk

 15 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE COMPUTER MAN 
 

Got a problem with your computer and don’t know what 
to do? Suffering with a virus or spam? 

 
Don’t hesitate! Ring your local computer expert 

Remote repairs or home visits 
(Day, evening & weekend) 

 
Lap top/desk top loan 

(Free pick up & drop off in local area) 
 

Comprehensive health check from £35 (Special Offer £35 - normally £40) 
Refurbished fl at screen available from £15 • Refurbished base units available from £99 

 
Contact Stephen Amos 

07976 718567 
the.computerman@ntlworld.com 
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Exam techniques and preparation. Revision and practice 

papers:  SATs, 11+ and GCSEs 

Spanish for business or pleasure, all levels. GCSE & A-levels  

Skills development: conversation, reading and writing 

Maths: Boost your confidence and abilities 

KS1, KS2, KS3, SATs, 11+ and GCSE practice papers. 

DBS checked and references - Reasonable rates 

01525 860743  -  07952 667814   rincontuition@aol.com 

 

rincontuition - Spanish & Maths  
Expand your knowledge.  Boost your confidence 

 Phone  01525 860743     Mobile 07952 667814 
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 Foot Health Practitioner 
 

Corns, Hard Skin, Verruca, Fungal Nail Infection,  
In-growing Toe Nails, Diabetic Foot Care, Athlete's Foot,  

Pedicure, General Nail Cutting etc. 
In the comfort of your home or at my clinic 

Ann Gibbons MCFHP. MBAFHP.  
Competitive Rates  

Tel: 01462 813252   Mob: 07872 315763 
Web: www.shamrockclinic.co.uk 

For opening hours and other details please refer to my website 
       
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 Baths, Toilets & 
Showers  

Sinks and Taps 
Guttering 

Leaks and Burst Pipes 
Drainage 

Handyman jobs also 
 

Silsoe based 
No call out fee – free estimates 
Fully insured and guaranteed 

No job too small 
07720 723653   01525 864859 

info@betaplumbing.co.uk 
www.betaplumbing.co.uk 
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On the Green beside the Post Office every Friday, 3.30-7.30pm
 

 
We are your local mobile fish and chip van, we have been parked on the 

green every Friday for the past 6 years. We serve only the highest   
quality produce, cooked fresh to order and served to you by our friendly staff.

 Why don’t you pop down and come and Try Our Fry! 
  To avoid waiting in the cold, give us a call to 

 place your order on: 07833 786108
 A big thank you to all our customers who have loyally supported us over the 

past couple of years. 
 

 19 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Unit 6, Woodside Farm, Clophill Road, Maulden, Beds, MK45 2AE 

 
Feeds for Dogs, Cats, Rabbits, Horses, Ponies, 

Poultry, Goats, Sheep, Birds 
 

Tel:  01525  860150 
 

‘For all creatures great and small 
serving the local community for over 30 years’ 

 
 
 

Chapman & Kirby Heating 

Gas, Plumbing & Heating Installations 

Gas Safe Registered 

Boiler Servicing & Maintenance 

Call us now 

Email: info@chapmanandkirbyheating.co.uk
Tel: 01525 861255  Mob: 07831 132308

 

1C, Old Silsoe Road, Clophill, Beds., MK45 4AR 
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Reassurance when you need it most
Serving the people of Bedfordshire since 1875

www.nevillefuneralservice.com

Neville Funeral Service
inc. George Squire & Sons since 1976

24 Clifton Road  
Shefford  SG17 5AE 

t:  01462 813258
e:  shefford@nevillefuneralservice.com

Neville Funeral Service
The Old Church  Flitwick Road 

 Ampthill  MK45 2NT
t:  01525 406132

e:  ampthill@nevillefuneralservice.com
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SHEFFORD  01462  627002 
www.bathroomvogue.com 

Unit 4A, Shefford Industrial Park, St Francis Way, Shefford SG17 5DZ 
 
 
 
 

• Suppliers of traditional and modern 
equipment 

 
• Working whirlpool & spa baths, power 

& steam shower systems on display 
 
• Over 40 settings on display 
 
• Complete installation service if 

required 
 
• Personal friendly service from a family 

run business 

• Wall and floor tiles 
 
• Accessories 
 
• Mirrors 
 
• Bathroom furniture 
 
• Heated towel rails 
 
• Saunas 
 
• Bathroom cabinets 

EST. 
1989 
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Pre-Order
Service Available

    Kennels

ENHANCED raw  d i et  fo r m u l a

Quality
BOARDING

D AY  B O A R D I N G
HOLISTIC FOOD SHOP

GROOMING & GOING HOME BATHS
OFF SITE NATURE WALKS

QUALIFIED TEAM

www.coniferkennels.co.uk     01525 860339

The Causeway, Clophill, Beds. MK45 4BA

 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phone: 07821 643 936
Mail: Clophill.villagehall@gmail.com     Web: www.clophillvillagehall.co.uk
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TREE SURGERY, HEDGE TRIMMING,  
TURFING, FENCE MAINTENANCE,  

DECKING,  PATIO CLEANING 
Qualified, Fully Insured, Competitive Rates 

Free Estimates 

TEL: 01582  518954    MOB: 07828 490360 
Web Site:  www.adaminyourgarden.co.uk 

 

Root n Branch Ad (126x31).pdf   1   14/03/2013   14:15
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HIGH QUALITY CARPET, 
UPHOLSTERY, RUG AND 

LEATHER SUITE CLEANING

 
Ring Steve 

Email: bedscarpetcleaners@gmail.com 
www.bedscarpetcleaners.co.uk 

 

 01582 882620(Barton)

07769 042523(Mobile)

Using Eco-Friendly Products
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AACCCCOOUUNNTTIINNGG  SSEERRVVIICCEESS  
accounting solutions for the 

Self–Employed and Small Business  
including

Bookkeeping ♦  Accounts ♦ HMRC tax returns    
 

For a totally confidential service at very competitive rates contact  
Richard Fairholm  T: 01525 861087 M: 07714189994 E:

 
mbaccounts@btinternet.com 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 Deborah Beare  BSc (Hons) Ost.  
 Registered Osteopath 
  
 The Clophill Centre for 
 Complementary Therapy 
 Clophill Fruit Farm, 

Shefford Road 
Clophill 

 
  To book appointments call:  07969 921112 

OSTEOPATHY 
 

•
 

Cranial & Structural Osteopathy
 

•
 

Neck & Low Back Pain
 

  
• Muscle Tension 
• Sports Injuries 
• Arthritic aches & pains 
• Headaches 
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STUART DREW ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
 

MEMBER OF THE ECA 
PART P CERTIFIED     QUALIFIED TO 17TH EDITION  

 
From extra lights & sockets, to re-wires. Fault finding and electrical safety 

certification. For a professional, courteous service with free estimates & all work 
guaranteed, please call me 

 
Fully qualified & insured 

30 years experience 

 
29 Lincoln Way 
Harlington 
Beds 
LU5 6NG 

 
Telephone: 

01525 875965 
07941 812662 

 

 

   QUALITY RANGE OF HOT & COLD FOOD 
FOR YOU TO ENJOY FROM THE GREEN 
CAFÉ 
            AT CLOPHILL POST OFFICE 

 
DRINKS – Coffees, teas, hot chocolate, soft drinks… 
SNACKS – Soup & roll, Toasties, Jacket Potatoes, Butties, Pasties, Hot Dogs… 
SWEETS – Scones, Muffins, Pastries, ice creams… 
 
Relax & enjoy your food at the Green or Take Away 
Phone in to pre-order for parties, business lunches, office snacks, special occasions 
School Lunchboxes for children by arrangement 
Give us a ring to see if we can meet your needs:- 

01525 860988 
 
 
 

Markham Architectural Salvage 
www.markhamreclaimed.co.uk 

Reclaimed Timber Specialists 
Oak Beams – Doors – Flooring – Bricks 

Bespoke Furniture – Landscaping Materials 
Mirrors – Roofing Materials 

Opening Hours: Monday Friday 9am – 5pm   Saturday 9am – 1pm 

Tel: 01525 876428 or Mobile: 07766 051307 
Upper East End Farm, Goswell End Road, Harlington, Bedfordshire, LU5 6NU 

 
ROGER STOREY  

YOUR LOCAL PAINTER AND DECORATOR 
Friendly and Reliable Service 

Many Years Experience 
Please phone: 01525 861253  or  07800 777615 

 
Based near Toddington, Bedfordshire. 

We rescue, rehabilitate & re-home stray & abandoned cats. 
We have lots of beautiful cats waiting for loving homes.  

Ring the shelter on 01525 875993 

or Sue on 01582 650167  to arrange a visit.                
Registered Charity No. 1098984            Visit our website @www.straycatrescue.org.uk 



40

Plumbing & Drainage Services 
Beta Plumbing	 29 
Chapman & Kirby Heating	 30

Print Services 
Fidelity Design & Print	 IFC

Public Houses 
The Stone Jug	 20

Removals & Storage 
Stephens	 39

Repair Services 
Tim Downing Repair Services	 38

Security Services 
Maximum Security Systems	 35

Take-aways 
The Happy Plaice	 30

Travel Services 
Select Travel Holidays	 22

Tuition and Coaching Services 
Rincon Tuition (Spanish & Maths)	 28 
TalkEasy Coaching	 18

Village Hall 
Clophill Village Hall	 34

Windows/Replacement 
Andrew Baker Windows	 36 
AW Windows	 IBC 
Misty Double Glazing	 21

Architectural Services 
Daniel Design & Build	 16 
S&S Coates Surveying & Design	 22

Auctioneers & Valuers 
W&H Peacock	 27

Bathroom Services 
Bathroom Vogue	 32

Builders & Carpenters 
David Carpenter Building Services	 23 
McCaffrey Build	 37 
Peter Sharpe Building Services	 16 
Stuart Benson Building Projects	 IFC

Carpet Services 
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning	 37

Car Services/Repairs 
A&F Motors Ltd 	 IFC 
Mint Alloys	 33 
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Poppins Chimney Sweep	 IBC
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Daisy Cooper	 34 
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Electrical Services 
Stuart Drew Electrical Services	 39

Financial Services 
AIMS Accountants	 26 
ET Accountancy Services	 23 
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MB Accounting Services	 38 
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AL&G Abbott, Funeral Directors	 25 
Neville Funeral Service	 31
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Adam in your Garden	 36 
Garden Doctor	 29 
Green Thumb Lawn Treatment	 32 
Root ‘n Branch	 36

Health & Beauty 
A Cut Above Hairdressing	 19 
Ampthill & Flitwick Physiotherapy	 30 
Deborah Pedley Osteopathy	 38 
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Hairs & Graces	 24 
Linda Allsop Physiotherapy	 19 
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Home Improvements 
Christopher The Painter	 18 
Roger Storey - Painter & Decorator	 39

Locksmiths 
Empire Locksmiths	 23
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EMT Academy	 33

Music and Entertainment 
Greensands Community Choir	 20

Nursery Schools 
Clophill PreSchool	 BC 
Clophill St Mary’s C of E 
Acorn Lower School and Nursery	 17

Pet & Animal Services 
Conifer Kennels & Cattery	 34 
Happy Pets at Home	 23 
Ivel Valley Bird Food	 24 
Lizzie Brown Pet Care	 28 
Personal Dog Walker	 19 
Stray Cat Rescue	 39 
The Bluecat Luxury Cattery	 21

IFC = Inside Front Cover    
IBC = Inside Back Cover    

BC = Back Cover

Advertisers index

For further information about advertising in Spotlight, 
please contact our Advertising Manager at ads@clophillspotlight.co.uk

Ads from as little as £50 per year



Chimneys Swept
Wood and Multifuel Stove 
Installation & Liners

MARK MASSEY
01525 860424
07858 688785

mark@poppinschimneys.co.uk

Brush, Vacuum and Nest Removal Services
Wood Stove Installation and Liners

Great Service –  Great Price!

Great Service - Great Price!

01525 860424 07858 688785
mark@poppinschimneys.co.uk

or



T.C. COOMBER

AMPTHILL 
01525 406330
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MOT’S CLASS 4/7
SERVICING & REPAIRS
CAR & COMMERCIAL
TYRES & EXHAUSTS
AIR CONDITIONING
DIAGNOSTIC CODE READINGCollection  

& Delivery 
SERVICE AVAILABLE
Please ask
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Your local Outstanding Preschool, 
based at Clophill Village Hall - 
welcoming children from
2 years of age.
We’ll help your child to become an inventive 
and creative learner.  With access to a fantastic 
outdoor area, our focus is on natural and 
exploratory  ‘play with a purpose’.

Call us today to �nd 
out more:
07765 887868 or
07936 006381

www.clophillpreschool.co.uk

Your local Outstanding Preschool, 
based at Clophill Village Hall - 
welcoming children from
2 years of age.
We’ll help your child to become an inventive 
and creative learner.  With access to a fantastic 
outdoor area, our focus is on natural and 
exploratory  ‘play with a purpose’.

Call us today to �nd 
out more:
07765 887868 or
07936 006381

www.clophillpreschool.co.uk


