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 Stuart Benson Building Projects 

Design, Build and Maintenance including Interior Refurbishments, 
Kitchen / Bathroom fitting, Tiling, Flooring, Skirting boards, Doors 

Garage conversions. Exterior Decking, Patios, Driveways 
Garden Offices/ Sheds 

Tel: 07946 579862 or 01525 403083 
Email: benson.stuart@ googlemail.com 
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You can also read Spotlight online 

www.clophillspotlight.co.uk

EDITOR 
 
ADVERTISING MANAGER 

DESIGN MANAGER 

DISTRIBUTION MANAGER

TREASURER

Elaine Jones 
editorial@clophillspotlight.co.uk 
Emma Frost 
ads@clophillspotlight.co.uk

Chris Abrahams 
cmabrahams@yahoo.co.uk

Pete Liddle

Richard Pearson

07918 975823 
 
 

 

860113

861110

Deadline for articles is 20th of the month

The magazine staff

A word from the new Editor...“A huge thank you to Helen!

”

After many years as the editor of the Spotlight, Helen decided to stand down. 
Spotlight is a fantastic magazine full of useful and interesting articles, and of 

course advertising local events, charities and business services. Helen has been 
the driving force behind Spotlight for over 5 years, no mean feat and a lot of 

hard work. So on behalf of myself, Emma and all of the Spotlight team, please 
join us in thanking Helen for the fantastic job she has done for the village.

Spotlight will be back again in June

Do keep sending in your articles, 
news reports and events posters so 
that Spotlight can continue to be a 
brilliant resource for the village. If 
anyone has any new ideas, please 
send them in.

Best wishes, Elaine
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It has been satisfying to start lifting, splitting and replanting around The Eco Lodge site. 
We are focusing on native woodland plants that will thrive in the shade under the many 
Oak trees around the site. These species have been selected to spread and cover areas 
where more sun-loving plants would not survive. Examples of some of those planted are 
geraniums, primroses and bluebells (all native of course). If you’d like to learn more about 
plant identification in Clophill we have several walks taking place this year that are all 
about plants, see our website for information.

With half term on the horizon you may be looking for some things to keep the family 
entertained; we have several events taking place (as part of the wider Greensand Country 
Festival). A Teddy Bear Hunt, Guided Walk, Earth Day and cafes to name a few – 
and of course you can book a tower tour of old St Mary’s church for any day by going 
to www.ClophillEcoLodges.co.uk and looking at the What’s On section. The church 

grounds are open during daylight hours to all, so 
lets hope the sun stays with us and bring a picnic!

Breakfast News! We are thrilled to announce 
that the Eco Lodge café will be opening for 
brunch from the end of May. Enjoy a full English, 
pancakes or a healthy homemade granola in 
beautiful surroundings. All breakfasts can be 
made gluten/dairy free. Tables must be booked 
in advance. We are open 9.30am to 11.30am 
26th May, 30th June & 25th August (with our 
usual café from 12 midday). Please contact one 
of the Wardens on 07935 911207 or email 
Info@ClophillEcoLodges.co.uk to book.

News from Clophill Heritage Trust 

For info call 07935 911207 or email info@clophillecolodges.co.uk 
www.Facebook.com/ClophillEcoLodges
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Bedfordshire Geology Group (BGG) has 
officially opened its new Wall of Geology.  
It took place on Saturday May 4, 2019.

This 10-foot-long section of rebuilt 
churchyard wall features rocks found along 
a 20-mile journey from Riseley to Pegsdon, 
passing Bedford and Clophill on the way.

“Our mission has been to make it easier to 
discover and understand geological sites across Greensand Country.” said Bev Fowlston  
of the BGG. “When we heard of plans to restore the dilapidated churchyard wall at the 
old church, we suggested incorporating a unique cross section of all the rocks beneath 
our feet in Bedfordshire.” A generous grant from Tarmac Landfill Fund made constructing 
the Wall of Geology possible.

Everyone is welcome to visit this educationally important geological site, which is one of 
over 40 projects that community groups and landowners are delivering for the Greensand 
Country Landscape Partnership, a National Lottery Heritage Funded programme led 
                    by Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity and the Greensand Trust.

                                                        Find out more from Bev Fowlston,  
                                                        BGG project manager on 07919158622  
                                                        or email bev.fowlston@gmail.com

Discover 20 miles of rocks in just  
ten feet in Clophill

                            The Lent Lunches that were held in various venues during Lent were 
very well attended and appreciated by members of the Community. Each week a delicious 
lunch of homemade soup, bread and cakes were served, with a second helping for those 
who wanted to try another type of soup. The bread was donated each week by the new 
Co-operative store in Clophill, and it was very popular.

The donations received, and the proceeds from the raffle were for ShelterBox, which is 
a charity organised by Rotary International to supply emergency equipment for disaster 
areas anywhere in the world. It was very appropriate as the floods in Mozambique and 
Malawi occurred just as the Lunches began, and equipment from ShelterBox has been 
sent to help those who have been affected.

David Swain, a representative from Barton Rotary Club gave a talk at the first Lunch.  
He will come to collect a cheque at the APC meeting on 30th April at 7.30pm, for  
the amazing total of £1,322 including Gift Aid.

Thank you to all who supported, including the members of the Methodist  
Church and the Co-op Store.

St Mary’s Church Lent Lunches
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• Contact Imogen on 07765 887868 or Chris on 07936 006381 or email  
   clophillpreschool@gmail.com. Our website is www.clophillpreschool.co.uk

We ended last term with the children decorating their own 
goose eggs and rolling them down the hill. Silas came up from 
the Methodist Church to read the Easter Story to the children, 
it is lovely to have him visit us at preschool, he shows a great 
understanding for the children and their learning. 

Thank you to everyone who supported us at the Egg Hunt, we 
had the best turn out to date with some 80 children and their 
families joining us. Just fantastic! Money raised is going towards 
the repair of the vandalism to our outdoor area and to continue 
with the development of the setting we started last term. So far, 

we have created a new gravel pit area that 
the children are really enjoying, using buckets and spades and playing 
with the diggers. There are also some lovely new logs for seating and an 
additional swing that will be easier for those children with less mobility. 
We have replanted some willow alongside our willow tunnel that the 
children have been regularly watering in the hope we will have a nice 
green tunnel this year. The allotment is starting to flourish with potatoes, 
onions, carrots, strawberries and peas growing well. We look forward  
to harvesting them for snacks…though perhaps not the onions! 

At the start of April, we supported Autism Bedfordshire with the 
children coming in wearing silly socks. A great way to promote 
awareness of this condition and we raised over £30 for the 
charity. We have also been delighted to be able to support 
Frances Hayden as she fundraises for the Stroke Association. 

We have given our annual talk to the Parish Council to let them 
know our achievements in the past year. We were able to tell 
them of all our new developments, from the new gate at the 
back of preschool, to the new fenced area with the tyre steps 
and tree trunk climbing wall. With the addition of so many 
other areas like the gravel pit and swings, we have surprised 
ourselves at how much we have completed over the past year.

And so we move into the summer term, with more and more children starting we  
have never been busier, and we are building up quite a waiting list. This term is full  
of lovely events, from the Church Fete, to Sports day and Dad’s week. 

As usual, we will be having a Happy School Bag collection in June, if you have any 
unwanted bedding, clothing, belts, bags, shoes or soft toys and would like to donate  
them, please bring them to us at Preschool or get in touch. Many thanks for your  
continued support. Don’t forget we have our Stay and Play sessions every Tuesday  
9:30-10:30, no need to book, they are proving a huge success!

News
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The Club has been very active with workshops, classes and the usual  
monthly demonstration. In April, Jo Poulter from Peterborough was the  
demonstrator at our monthly meeting. Her title was ‘In the Picture’  
and each arrangement interpreted a famous painting, including Venus,  
Monet and Van Gogh. There was a variety of styles using some lovely flowers.

We organised a workshop for Ampthill Brownies to make a design for Mothering Sunday. 
Each Brownie had their own ideas and although everyone had the same materials, they 
were all different. There must have been some very happy mothers in Ampthill.

We visited Clophill Pre-school to make arrangements with the children for their mothers. 
They used yellow baskets filled with daffodils and blue grape hyacinths, or muscari, as one 
little girl very knowledgeably corrected us with the botanical name. It is always a pleasure 
to visit the Pre-school and the children enjoyed the experience.

Our Flower arranging classes have been popular, with amazing results from the beginners 
to the more experienced. Some entered the Houghton Conquest Horticultural Show in 
the Flower Arranging competition and seven of them received an award.

The Club is staging ‘Brides and Blooms’ a Flower Festival at Silsoe Church on 7th, 8th  
and 9th June. Every aspect of a wedding will be depicted in flowers.  
It will be well worth a visit.

Carolyn Cranswick, Chairman Clophill and District Flower Club

Clophill & District Flower Club

• For information on upcoming demonstrations, go to  
   www.clophillflowerclub.com or phone Gillian 01525 860539 or Carolyn 01462 815433
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May is a busy time in the garden as the weather is now warming up,  
the garden centres are full of tempting treats for instant impact and  
the growing season is getting into full swing.

I’ve always grown vegetables, fruit and flowers and while some of the seeds are saved 
from the previous year’s harvest, I grow many of my plants from seeds brought in from 
many different suppliers. Sometimes the seeds are ‘free’ on the front of gardening 
magazines, some have come from specialist seed suppliers (the internet is a wonderful 
thing) but many come from ad hoc purchases from the garden centre.

Seeds are magical things (think of the giant beanstalk that allows Jack to climb to the 
Giant’s Castle). They are packages of plant DNA that allow plants to reproduce, often with 
the essential help of bees, moths, butterflies and beetles. They produce new generations 
that feed us and provide lots of the plants which form a key part of our summer gardens.

Many of us may have sown cress seeds at playgroup, or watched a bean seed develop as 
part of our biology lesson. We may even have had a go at sowing a giant sunflower seed 
and marvelled at how something so small can produce a plant over 2m tall.

Sowing seeds is such an integral part of the growing season, but with so many pot-grown 
plants available in the garden centre, why bother? Like clothes, plants are fashionable and 
popular so suddenly everyone is buying and growing the exact same thing. Growing your 
own plants from seeds allows you to create something individual, whether that is vibrant 
pink Zinnias clashing with hot red Dahlias, or a cool white and green garden that has 
been influenced by a visit to Sissinghurst Castle Gardens.

As we go through May, all you need to grow your own are some packs of your favourite 
flowers or veg. Now the weather is warmer you can also sow directly into the soil and 
save on both compost and plastic pots. When you 
are ready to sow, use a rake to level the surface of 
the soil so that it creates a crumble-like tilth. Then 
pick off any remaining weeds and debris.

Make straight drills (shallow depressions) in the soil 
to the depth and spacing between rows as directed 
on the seed packet. Water rows before sowing as 
this helps to stop a hard cap forming on our sandy 
soil and then thinly scatter the seed into the bottom of the drill. Don’t be over enthusiastic 
as plants will need thinning to the spacing recommended on the seed packet. A finger 
width apart is usually right for small seeds. Use a rake to gently cover the seeds with soil 
and before you forget where the row is, and what you’ve sown, place a label in the soil. 
Remember to water in dry weather and within a couple of weeks you should start to see 
all your new seedlings appearing in nice straight lines. This means that anything not in 
a straight line is a weed so it makes it easy to remove. As the plants grow, the straight 
lines disappear and if your plants are too crowded together you can lift out some of the 
plants and pot them into compost to grow on. These can then be moved to another part 
of the garden, shared with family and friends, or donated to the plant stall which I will be 
running at the church for the Open Gardens weekend in June.

Come into the Garden
with Kate Gardner
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                              All parents who have a child starting school in September should now  
                              have been advised by the Local Authority of the school their child has  
                              been offered a place at. If you have been offered a place to start at  
our school in September, then you will receive a letter from us. If you haven’t received  
that letter, please call Mrs Topliff, the school Office Manager, on 01525 860206. Our  
Year 4 children have now also started their programme of events to help prepare them  
for the transition to Middle School in September.

Following our successful Lent Appeal Games held 
in April, I can report that to date we have raised 
£235 for the Mind Map Charity. We expect that 
amount to rise as we receive further sponsorship 
money. A Big Thank you to everyone who has 

supported this event.

In March some of our Year 4 children attended a Year 4  
and 5 cross country race held at Alameda Middle School.  
We were very impressed by their running skills, with all  
finishing in the top half of their groups. Over 200 children 
attended so that was no mean feat!

Our Spring term ended on a high with our Year 3 Class  
leading the Easter Service, telling the story of “The Three 
Trees”. The service was very well attended by parents/ 
carers and we were very proud of our children for delivering 
such a beautiful service.

Our value for May is Wisdom (Understanding)
• Being aware of the intended meaning of words and deeds 
• Interpreting explanations and reasons in a thoughtful and balanced way 
• Recognising the importance of asking questions and listening to answers.

In school pupils will be encouraged 
to ask questions when they do not 
understand, especially in their lessons. 
The importance of speaking and 
listening will be emphasised as a crucial 
part of the learning process. We will 
promote the understanding that we 
should all be working towards peace 
in our world starting with ourselves as 
individuals. We will use stories and examples of occasions when people have not listened 
to instructions carefully, have therefore misunderstood, and the resulting unfortunate 
consequences. Everyone should remember that one day their safety could depend on 
them understanding instructions they have been given!!

Thought for the month: ‘Seek first to understand and then be understood’ Stephen Covey

St Mary’s School News
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Acorn Class have been learning about the real reason we celebrate Easter,  
by listening to and retelling the complete Easter Story. Also with lots of  
craft activities such as decorating crosses and eggs. This led to discussing  
all the new life that Spring brings and everyone was fascinated to view  
a baby chick hatch using our Smartboard. We have planted carrots  
and lettuces in our garden and broad beans which the children  
can continue to watch sprout at home. The children have  
taken advantage of the recent sunny days and have been  
enthusiastic in using the mud kitchen to recreate dishes  
that can use all of our home grown veg once it appears!

Acorn Nursery News

Clophill friends of the  
Bedfordshire Cheshire Home
Many, many thanks to everyone who helped or supported us at our  
Jumble Sale on the 26th April at the Village Hall. Thank you also to those kind supporters 
who gave us jumble to sell! We are delighted to have raised a Grand Total of £759.16, 
this amount includes a very generous donation of £50, and a wonderful £136 from  
Gillian Hill who has been busy selling items on EBay for us. The total will shortly rise  
as we will soon have another collection of books to sell.

We look forward to seeing you on Friday 4th October 2019, when we plan to hold  
our next Jumble Sale. If you have some good quality, clean jumble to spare, we will  
be happy to store it for you. We are also happy to take books.

If you could help at our next Sale or would be interested in finding out more about our 
group’s activities, including our fortnightly shopping trips for Residents – just call 861110.
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John Vincent Blackburn was killed in action in France  
on 24th September 1918, aged 20. 

He was born in Grimsby in 1897 but by 1911 he was 
a schoolboy living at 126 High Street, Clophill, with his 
father, John, a lino salesman, mother Ursula and seven 
siblings. By 1918, the family was living in Albert Road, 
Luton, where his father worked on the outdoor market. 

John joined the 1st Bedfordshire Regiment in May 1915. In 
1916 he wrote to his mother to say that on one occasion 
two comrades on either side of him were killed instantaneously, 
his officer suffering the same fate. And later that year 
he wrote – ‘I have just come out of Boulogne Hospital, where I have been treated for 
diphtheria…You must excuse this short epistle as the shells are falling thick around us.’

In 1917 John wrote home from the trenches. ‘We are still quite contented though, of 
course, we should appreciate a little recreation. The weather here has been intensely severe, 
freezing every day for more than a month. We have to carry our food about with us now, 
owing to the number of rats. There are millions of them. Two of my mates have been 
conveyed to hospital, the rats having, in their hunger, gnawed their ears and hands.’ 

Later that year Ampthill News reported ‘Pte. John Blackburn, Beds Regiment, has been 
wounded in the left thigh, and sent to a Canadian Hospital at the Base. This lad formerly 
resided at Church Cottage, and was one of the first drafted to France.’ In April 1918 it was 
reported – ‘Pte. John Blackburn is now in Italy. He has had some very narrow escapes; his 
helmet on one occasion being shot through.’ Later he was hospitalised with dysentery and 
it was reported that he’d also seen action in Palestine. And finally…‘Pte John Blackburn died 
at Gezaincourt, France, from wounds sustained in action.’ 

John is commemorated on the Luton Roll of Honour/War Memorial, on a memorial  
within St Mary’s Church, Luton, and in the Book of Life compiled at the Parish Church. He’s 
buried at Bagneux British Cemetery, Gezaincourt, France. 

Reginald Roberts was born in Clophill in 1885 and was killed in action on 9 November 
1914, aged 29. His parents were Clophill-born Amos and Charlotte Roberts (neé Odell). 
Charlotte was Amos’ second wife, they had six other children. In 1881 Amos and Charlotte 
lived in Jacques Lane. Amos worked as a thrashing machine driver and Charlotte as a straw-
hat sewer. In 1891 they lived in the High Street with Amos continuing to work in agriculture 
as a machinist and Charlotte as a hand sewer.

In 1901 to 1911 the family lived in Hatfield Road, St Albans. No employment or schooling 
is indicated for 15-year-old Reginald in the 1901 census. However Reginald lived in Batley, 
Yorkshire, in 1909, marrying Catherine Connolly the same year. In 1911 he worked as a 
teamer for the railway company and Catherine as a rag picker in a woollen mill. Their first 
child, John, died within months of his birth. The couple had a second son, Maurice, in 1914. 

Reginald had served for three years as a Regular soldier and, prior to the war, was a 
Reservist. As such on the outbreak of war he was called up immediately and went to 
France in August 1914 with the 1st Bedfords. The original soldiers of the 1st Bedfords 

Remembering Clophill’s Fallen
This issue we tell the stories of two men connected  
to Clophill who died in the First World War…
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were amongst the ‘Old Contemptibles’ –the title proudly adopted by the men of the 
original British Expeditionary Force who saw active service before 22 November 1914. The 
1st Bedfords were engaged at the Battle of Mons in August 1914 and later fought at Le 
Cateau. After service during the battles of the Marne and the Aisne, they were rushed to 
Flanders and were also involved in the Battle of La Bassee, followed by the First Battle of 
Ypres. It was in the course of this latter battle that Reginald died.

On 4th September, in a letter that was delayed in transit, Reginald wrote to his wife: ‘We 
have been having it very rough this last week or two, but I think things are quietening 
down now. We are having some splendid weather out here. It is a shame to see the people 
moving from their houses leaving everything behind, so that they can get to a place of 
safety before they are attacked. The only acquaintance that I have seen since I came out 
here is one of John Trainer’s lads, who is in the York Regiment. I saw him after we had that 
big battle on the 25th. It was an awful sight to witness. But I think we shall not be long 
before we get back to old England.’

The ‘Batley Reporter and Guardian’ published a 
further letter from Reginald in their 16 October 1914 
edition. In this letter to Catherine he wrote: ‘We have 
moved again from those trenches in which we have 
been lying for 3 or 4 weeks, but where we are going 
none of us know, for everything is kept secret. We are 
getting some cold nights and I don’t care how soon this 
job is over. We have been in 5 or 6 tight corners up to 
the present, but, thank God, we have pulled through.’

In December Reginald’s wife received confirmation of her husband’s death. Reginald was 
awarded the 1914 Star with Clasp, Victory Medal and British War Medal. He’s remembered on 
the Batley and the St Albans War Memorials and is also commemorated on the Le Touret Memorial.
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These notes are a resume only. Official minutes are available on the internet and notice boards. 
All official correspondence should be sent to the parish clerk and not individual councillors.

Our short parish council meeting in April was swiftly followed by the Annual Clophill Parish 
Meeting, an assembly where residents and local organisations are welcomed to share 
updates, success stories and set-out plans for the year ahead. 

Cllr Steve Rodell gave a brief report on the achievements of the Clophill Parish Council (CPC) in 
the last year. Special thanks was given to our Clerk, James Stirling, who has done a fantastic job. 

Parish Councillor roles. Cllr Rodell revealed that there were 7 applications, meaning that 
there will be no need for a Parish Council election in May. He thanked Cllrs Caplan and Lee 
who are stepping down from the role. 

The Lakes. Cllr Grant Walford spoke about the Lakes site, and revealed that it looked likely the 
50 houses would start being developed in early 2020, taking a period of 12 months to complete. 

Imogen and Christine spoke on behalf of the Clophill Preschool. They talked about 
the increase in the number of children on their books since last year – they now have 45 
children in session and 8 on waiting lists. 

Mid Counties Co-op. Steven sent a report that referred to their desire to work with more 
Clophill charities and good causes to support the village. 

Julia gave a report about Clophill Community Care, who have carried out over 600 jobs in 
the last year – mostly getting people to and from medical appointments but also a variety of 
other jobs including changing light bulbs, setting up televisions and programming boilers. 

From the Clophill Toddler Group we had Hannah tell us about the range of activites run at 
their club. In addition to their weekly sessions in the Village Hall - where children aged 0-3 
play, do craft activities and baking, the group also organise trips to local petting farms. 

Duncan from Clophill Utd FC spoke about a successful year for the organisation and their 
5 teams in the under 13, 12 and 11 age groups. We heard about the recent addition of 
portable floodlights, which allows the children to train on midweek evenings. 

From Clophill St Mary Church, Rosemary explained that the church building needs repointing 
at a likely cost of around £40k. Therefore the next year is likely to see a concentrated 
fundraising effort. We heard that the Open Gardens event is set to return in June this year. 

John spoke on behalf of the Clophill Friends of Cheshire Home. We were told about the 
variety of activities completed for those in the home, including fortnightly shopping trips 
using their disability-friendly minibus, and animal and reptile sessions in the home.

From P3 Jane explained the nature of their work – improving accessibility to shared open 
spaces including footpaths, the rec, the Green and riverbanks. 

Clophill United Charities. Richard Pearson explained that the charity paid out over £5.4k 
in individual grants in the last year and a further £1.1k granted to other local organisations. 

The Clophill and District Flower Club, report informed us it had been a very busy and 
successful year for the club. The club’s 85 members come from a wide area and its success 
puts our village on the map.

Clophill Parish Council 
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The next one is the Annual Parish Council meeting and is on the Tuesday 21st May. IT’S EARLY! 
This is because we have to hold one within 14 days of an election (Local Government Act 1972)

Parish Registers for May

ST MARY’S CHURCH REGISTER FOR APRIL
Burial of Ashes 
Maurice Edward (Joe) Hampson 89 

  1819

Baptisms 
May 2	 (?) child of Abraham and  
	 Mary Summerfield 
May 16	 Richard son of Richard and  
	 Sarah Appleby. Blacksmith 
	 William son of William and  
	 Sarah Wittemore 
Marriages 
May 12	 John Gudgin to Mary Hine 
Burials 
May 14	 Elisha Odell

  1869

Baptisms 
May 15	 Arthur Thomas Finnemore,  
	 father a painter 
	 Reuben Roberts 
	 Rose Simson (sic) 
May 30	 Nellie Isitt Quenby, father a baker 
No marriages or burials recorded

  1919

Baptisms 
May 18	 Kathleen Cole of Maulden,  
	 father a market gardener 
Burials 
May 1	 Leri (?) Matthews (?) 66 
May 2	 Alfred John Dunham 4 
May 21	 Ellen Berry 75

  1969

Marriages (in Silsoe) 
May 10	 Malcolm George Sharp  
	 of Maulden 22 to  
	 Brenda Mary Lammas 18 
Congratulations to Malcolm and  
Brenda on their Golden Wedding! 
Burials 
May 8	 Jack Mellor 54

Finally we heard from David from the Clophill Village Hall Committee. He was excited  
to talk about the new CCTV system that will be installed in the next few weeks, at a cost  
of £3k. We were directed to their website, www.clophillvillagehall.com 
 
Planning
CB/19/00867/LB and CB/19/00866/FULL   
Location:	 2 Mill Lane 
Proposal:	 Single storey side extension.                                                            SUPPORT

CB/19/00819/FULL  
Location:	 Clophill Eco Lodge, Church Path 
Proposal:	 Erection of new building. Confirmation requested on the requirement for a  
	 Tree survey and Biodiversity report and whether they should have been  
	 submitted as part of the proposal.                                                   SUPPORT

CB/19/01018/FULL  
Location:	 Shepherds Cottage, Kiln Lane 
Proposal:	 Proposed demolition of existing dwelling. Erection of new dwelling. SUPPORT

Clophill Parish Council 
Continued
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What’s on in and around Clophill

Saturdays 1st and 22nd  
Coffee and Croissant mornings  Clophill Methodist Church 10am to 12noon  
See poster in this issue

Friday 7th - Sunday 9th  
Brides & Blooms  Silsoe Church. See this issue for full details

Saturdays 22nd - Sunday 23rd  
Open Gardens  St Mary’s Church  

Saturday 13th  
Coffee and Croissant morning  Clophill Methodist Church 10am to 12noon  
See poster in this issue

On throughout the month...

One Saturday a month... 
•	 Messy Church  4pm-6pm, Clophill Methodist  
	 Church. Dates: May 18; Jul 20; Sep 14; Nov 16;  
	 Dec 14. See ‘Village Groups’ for contact details.

CHURCH SERVICES 
Regular services at St Mary’s Church, Clophill 
1st Sunday	 8am, Holy Communion;  
	 10.45am, Family Praise 
2nd & 4th Sundays	 10.45am, Parish Communion  
3rd Sunday	 10.45am, Morning Prayer/Praise 
5th Sunday 	 10am, Benefice Services

Regular services at Clophill Methodist Church 
1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th Sundays  10.30am Morning Service 
3rd Sunday	 10.30am All Age Worship Service

If you have any diary dates that you would like included on this page,  
please email clophillspotlight1@hotmail.co.uk

Fridays... 
•	 Clophill Toddler Group  10am-11.30am, 
	 Village Hall, See ‘Village Groups’ for contact details

Wednesdays... 
•	 Tea and Chat  10.30 to noon, Methodist Church 

JU
LY
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Thursdays... 
•	 Clophill Social Group  2pm, St Mary’s Church 

Wildlife
walks & talks

For additional information please email flitvale.info@gmail.com or  
ring Ann on 075801 78889  6pm to 8pm or at weekends. www.flitvale.org.uk

An Evening Walk
Wednesday 5th June, 7pm, Pegsdon Nature Reserve

One of Graham Bellamy’s special areas of expertise is chalk land species. 
A gentle walk around the Pegsdon Hill’s looking for summer flowers and areas  

where the increasingly rare arable plants have been encouraged. We will be  
hoping for a rich collection of names by the end of the evening.

Open to all – £2 per adult
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Gas (Emergency)			   0800 111999 
Electricity (Emergency)			   0800 7838838 
Emergency Fire/Police/Ambulance			   999 
Water/Sewage (Anglian Water)			   0845 7145145 
Telephone	 (Customer Services) 150	 (Faults)	 151 
Highways Department (Central Bedfordshire Council)			   0300 3008049 
Benefits Agency (Bedford office)			   01234 361500 
Registrar’s Office (Births/deaths/marriages)			   0300 3008089 
Rail (Enquiries)	  	  	 0845 7484950 
Buses  01234 262151	 (Link A Ride) 01525 840511	 (Flittabus) 	 01582 406561 
Luton Airport			   01582 405100 
Swimming 	 (Flitwick) 01525 717744	 (Robinson Pool) 	 01234 212479

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
Central Beds Offices (Chicksands)			   0300 300 8000 
Mid-Beds MP		  Nadine Dorries	 01462 811992 
Central Bedfordshire Councillors		  Michael Blair	 01525 404513 
		  Paul Duckett	 07988 184061 
Clophill Parish Council		  Paul Downing	 01525 860350 
	 (Clerk)	 James Stirling	 01462 887226

HOSPITALS 
Bedford (North & South) 	 01234 355122	 Admissions	 01234 261150 
		  Appointments	 01234 359012 
Luton & Dunstable			   0845 1270127

DOCTOR’S CLINICS 
Ampthill	 (Houghton Close) 01525 300898	 (Oliver Street)	 01525 631395 
		  (Greensands)	 01525 631390 
Shefford	 Enquiries 01462 818620	 Appointments	 01462 810034 
Barton     01582 528700		  Flitwick	 01525 715300

POLICE		  Non Emergency	 101 
County Police HQ			   01234 841212 
Ampthill Station			   101

CHURCHES 
St Mary’s Parish Church		  Revd Dean Henley	 01234 381235 
                                            (Church Warden)	 Rosemary Ilett	 mandrilett@ontel.com	 01525 860274 
St Francis RC Church, Shefford		  Ian Gordon	 01525 860875 
Clophill Methodist Church		  Jim Davies	 01525 860829 
Baptist Churches    (Ampthill) Doreen Gibbs 01525 862424   (Maulden) Ian Crawford 01525 634325 
                                                                                                   (Shefford) Hazel Arnold 01462 812564          

SCHOOLS 
Clophill St Mary’s C of E Lower School & Nursery	  (Headteacher Mrs K Bingley)	 01525 860206 
Harlington Upper School, Harlington			   01525 755100 
Preschool           clophillpreschool@gmail.com       (Chris)  07936 006381 or (Imogen)  07765 887868 
Redborne Upper School, Ampthill			   01525 404462 
Robert Bloomfield Middle School, Shefford			   01462 628800

Useful numbers
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860920 
 

07791 773705 
07894 710001 

860206 
07535 705711 

860539 
862297 
860539 
861110 

07903 167493 
07975 520085 

860754 
07920 568861 

 
07774 993973 

www.scouts.org.uk/get-involved 
860695 

07821 643936

Village groups
Beverley Court 
Brownies 
Clophill Community Care 
Clophill Heritage Trust 
Clophill St Mary’s C of E Lower School & Nursery 
Clophill Toddler Group 
Clophill United Charities 
Conservation Group 
Flower Club 
Friends of the Cheshire Home 
Funzone After School Club 
Greensands Community Choir 
Indoor Carpet Bowls 
Messy Church 
 
St Mary’s PTA 
Scouts and Cubs 
Tea and Chat 
Village Hall Booking Secretary

 
https://enquiryym.girlguiding.org.uk 
Duty Contact 
Ali Bradbury 
Emma Topliff 
Hannah Compton 
Gillian Hill 
Brian Adams 
Gillian Hill 
Sue Pearson 
 
Luke Howard 
Tony Meredith 
Victoria Higgins 
victoriajhiggins@hotmail.co.uk 
Julia Skelton 
 
Anita Errick 
Marilyn Browning
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LOVE SINGING!
sing wi

th an exciting local choir ...
Gre

ensa
nd Com

munity Choir

Come along to your local community choir, 
for men and women of all singing abilities!
Mondays, 8.00-9.30 pm at St. Mary's Church, Clophill.

Come and sing with an exciting new local choir led by a professional musical director 
Uplifting music in a variety of styles: musicals, classic pop, folksongs, sacred and world music
Welcoming singers of all abilities - no audition, no need to read music!
New members - come along any time for a free taster 

Enquiries to: 
greensandcommunitychoir@gmail.com 
or ring Luke on: 01525 838199

greensand choir-spotlight-amends-Oct14.qxp  24/10/2014  12:38  Page 1

07975 520085

Hypnotherapy...the Mindful Way
For help with: anxiety, stress, IBS, migraine mindful eating, 
insomnia & many other conditions. For more information or 
an initial consultation please contact Ann. Tel: 07791171980
Email: enquiries@pathwaysofmindfulness.co.uk
www.pathwaysofmindfulness.com
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CoachingTALKEASY
Do you want to make a fundamental 

difference to your life and don’t 
know where to start?

My name is Lynn and I am a Life Coach.

I have extensive experience helping 
with every aspect of life, e.g. support with 

family issues, or your own financial, 
emotional, or physical wellbeing.

My most recent project has been supporting 
young teenagers in their place of education.

    07557948644
  01525860384
lynnclements87@gmail.com

            Be the change in your life 
           and contact me for a free, 
                      no obligation chat.
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Professional friendly 
accountancy services 

Fully qualified,
Free initial consultation, 

competitive fees
Sole traders, Ltd companies,

bookkeeping, payroll,
CIS, VAT & Tax.

sally@sjtax.co.uk
01234 831997
07899 808592 
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 REMEMBER OUR MOTTO
 “A VISIT TO THE JUG IS BETTER THAN GOING TO A PUB”

 CHEERS JOYCE, VIKKI & MARK
 

The S t on e Ju g BACK STREET, CLOPHILL 

A Free House Telephone
 01525

 860526
 

 

 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

REMEMBER OUR MOTTO 
“A VISIT TO THE JUG IS BETTER THAN GOING TO A PUB” 

CHEERS JOYCE & VIKKI 

The Stone Jug BACK STREET, CLOPHILL 
A Free House Telephone 

01525 
860526 

It’s time to accept the fact that we are in the 21st century. So with this in mind 
we will be moving with the times this year and installing a chip and pin machine 
and joining the world-wide web!  
All in good time though, after all Rome wasn’t built in a day! 
Some things don’t change though – we still offer good quality, fairly priced 
home cooked lunches, a proper pub atmosphere, real ales and dogs welcome. 
So if you haven’t tried us yet make 2013 the year to make that change. 
Once again, thank you for your support 
So for now it’s business as usual……………… 

Despite many protestations from ‘the Matriarch’, Joyce is still very much at the helm 
(or so we tell her!). Vikki has been demoted (but she’s still here, don’t you know!) 
and Mark has moved into pole position and is doing exceptionally well. We’re still 
very much a family-run village pub with our late dad’s saying still ringing true 
– ‘We’re a proper pub for proper people’. Cheers!
• 5 real ales, including 2 guest pumps that change frequently
  (see our Facebook page for details) 
• selection of wines and Prosecco by the glass – or even better, by the bottle
• home-cooked lunches Tues-Sat, 12pm-2pm

www.stonejug.co.uk www.facebook.com/thestonejugclophill
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Emma Thoulass FCA CTA

Experienced Chartered Accountant and
Chartered Tax adviser based in Clophill
providing a full range of accountancy

and taxation services to businesses
and private individuals.

To arrange a free initial consultation
please telephone me on 01525 590465
or email emma@et-accountancy.co.uk

01525 590465
www.et-accountancy.co.uk Please email our Advertising Manager  

at ads@clophillspotlight.co.uk

Take out an 
annual ad 

in Spotlight

One-sixth 
One-quarter 
One-third 
Half page

£53 
£69 
£80 

£112

H31 x W126mm 

H92 x W61mm 

H61 x W126mm 

H92 x W126mm

Black & White per year
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OPEN NOW!
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AIMS 
Tim Kemp BA FCA  ♦ Professional service providing for 
Top Barn  Rectory Road      all your accounting and tax needs 
Steppingly  MK45 5AT  ♦ Practical advice based on 20 years 
     experience in running businesses 
TEL/FAX : 01525 717141 ♦ Personal approach with fixed fees 
MOBILE  : 07900 823 012     relevant to the work you need 
www.aims.co.uk ♦ Friendly, local accountant support- 
e-mail: timk@aims.co.uk     ing the community for over 20 years 
 
 

Please call for a free, no-obligation initial meeting 
 

ACCOUNTANTS FOR business 
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THE COMPUTER MAN 
 

Got a problem with your computer and don’t know what 
to do? Suffering with a virus or spam? 

 
Don’t hesitate! Ring your local computer expert 

Remote repairs or home visits 
(Day, evening & weekend) 

 
Lap top/desk top loan 

(Free pick up & drop off in local area) 
 

Comprehensive health check from £35 (Special Offer £35 - normally £40) 
Refurbished fl at screen available from £15 • Refurbished base units available from £99 

 
Contact Stephen Amos 

07976 718567 
the.computerman@ntlworld.com 
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Exam techniques and preparation. Revision and practice 

papers: SATs, 11+ and GCSEs 

Spanish for business or pleasure, all levels. GCSE & A-levels  
Skills development: conversation, reading and writing 

Maths: Boost your confidence and abilities 
KS1, KS2, KS3, SATs, 11+ and GCSE practice papers. 

References available. Reasonable rates 
Enquiries:    01525 860743  -  07952 667814   

 rincontuition@yahoo.com  
 

rincontuition - Spanish & Maths  
Expand your knowledge.  Boost your confidence 

 Phone  01525 860743    -   Mob 07952 667814 
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On the Green beside the Post Office every Friday, 3.30-7.30pm
 

 
We are your local mobile fish and chip van, we have been parked on the 

green every Friday for the past 6 years. We serve only the highest   
quality produce, cooked fresh to order and served to you by our friendly staff.

 Why don’t you pop down and come and Try Our Fry! 
  To avoid waiting in the cold, give us a call to 

 place your order on: 07833 786108
 A big thank you to all our customers who have loyally supported us over the 

past couple of years. 
 

 19 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Unit 6, Woodside Farm, Clophill Road, Maulden, Beds, MK45 2AE 

 
Feeds for Dogs, Cats, Rabbits, Horses, Ponies, 

Poultry, Goats, Sheep, Birds 
 

Tel:  01525  860150 
 

‘For all creatures great and small 
serving the local community for over 30 years’ 

 
 
 

Chapman & Kirby Heating 

Gas, Plumbing & Heating Installations 

Gas Safe Registered 

Boiler Servicing & Maintenance 

Call us now 

Email: info@chapmanandkirbyheating.co.uk
Tel: 01525 861255  Mob: 07831 132308

 

1C, Old Silsoe Road, Clophill, Beds., MK45 4AR 
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Reassurance when you need it most
Serving the people of Bedfordshire since 1875

www.nevillefuneralservice.com

Neville Funeral Service
inc. George Squire & Sons since 1976

24 Clifton Road  
Shefford  SG17 5AE 

t:  01462 813258
e:  shefford@nevillefuneralservice.com

Neville Funeral Service
The Old Church  Flitwick Road 

 Ampthill  MK45 2NT
t:  01525 406132

e:  ampthill@nevillefuneralservice.com
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 Baths, Toilets & 
Showers  

Sinks and Taps 
Guttering 

Leaks and Burst Pipes 
Drainage 

Handyman jobs also 
 

Silsoe based 
No call out fee – free estimates 
Fully insured and guaranteed 

No job too small 
07720 723653   01525 864859 

info@betaplumbing.co.uk 
www.betaplumbing.co.uk 
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Root n Branch Ad (126x31).pdf   1   14/03/2013   14:15

Pre-Order
Service Available

    Kennels

ENHANCED raw  d i et  fo r m u l a

Quality
BOARDING

D AY  B O A R D I N G
HOLISTIC FOOD SHOP

GROOMING & GOING HOME BATHS
OFF SITE NATURE WALKS

QUALIFIED TEAM

www.coniferkennels.co.uk     01525 860339

The Causeway, Clophill, Beds. MK45 4BA

 

Compu-Doc
PC / laptop crisis ?

Call the Doc for -

Hardware & software

Diagnosis & treatment
 john.stafford@compu-doc.co.uk01525-402227

 STUART DREW ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
 

MEMBER OF THE ECA 
PART P CERTIFIED     QUALIFIED TO 18TH EDITION  

 
From extra lights & sockets, to re-wires. Fault finding and electrical safety 

certification. For a professional, courteous service with free estimates & all work 
guaranteed, please call me 

 
Fully qualified & insured 

30 years experience 

 
29 Lincoln Way 
Harlington 
Beds 
LU5 6NG 

 
Telephone: 

01525 875965 
07941 812662 
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SHEFFORD  01462  627002 
www.bathroomvogue.com 

Unit 4A, Shefford Industrial Park, St Francis Way, Shefford SG17 5DZ 
 
 
 
 

• Suppliers of traditional and modern 
equipment 

 
• Working whirlpool & spa baths, power 

& steam shower systems on display 
 
• Over 40 settings on display 
 
• Complete installation service if 

required 
 
• Personal friendly service from a family 

run business 

• Wall and floor tiles 
 
• Accessories 
 
• Mirrors 
 
• Bathroom furniture 
 
• Heated towel rails 
 
• Saunas 
 
• Bathroom cabinets 

EST. 
1989 

 
 

 
 
 
 

TREE SURGERY, HEDGE TRIMMING,  
TURFING, FENCE MAINTENANCE,  

DECKING,  PATIO CLEANING 
Qualified, Fully Insured, Competitive Rates 

Free Estimates 

TEL: 01582  518954    MOB: 07828 490360 
Web Site:  www.adaminyourgarden.co.uk 

 

Based near Toddington, Bedfordshire. 
We rescue, rehabilitate & re-home stray & abandoned cats. 

We have lots of beautiful cats waiting for loving homes.  
Ring the shelter on 01525 875993 

or Sue on 01582 650167  to arrange a visit.                
Registered Charity No. 1098984            Visit our website @www.straycatrescue.org.uk 
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ROGER STOREY  

YOUR LOCAL PAINTER AND DECORATOR 
Friendly and Reliable Service 

Many Years Experience 
Please phone: 01525 861253  or  07800 777615 

 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phone: 07821 643 936
Mail: Clophill.villagehall@gmail.com     Web: www.clophillvillagehall.co.uk
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Pet & Animal Services 
Conifer Kennels & Cattery	 36 
Lizzie Brown Pet Care	 30 
Personal Dog Walker	 21 
Stray Cat Rescue	 38 
The Bluecat Luxury Cattery	 23

Plumbing & Drainage Services 
Beta Plumbing	 34 
Chapman & Kirby Heating	 32 
Warm Property Services	 23

Print Services 
Fidelity Design & Print	 IFC

Public Houses 
The Stone Jug	 22

Repair Services 
Tim Downing Repair Services	 34

Security Services 
Maximum Security Systems	 37

Travel Services 
Select Travel Holidays	 26

Tuition and Coaching Services 
Rincon Tuition (Spanish & Maths)	 30 
TalkEasy Coaching	 20

Village Hall 
Clophill Village Hall	 19

Windows/Replacement 
Andrew Baker Windows	 39 
AW Windows	 IBC 
Misty Double Glazing	 23

Architectural Services 
S&S Coates Surveying & Design	 26

Auctioneers & Valuers 
W&H Peacock	 29

Bathroom Services 
Bathroom Vogue	 38

Builders & Carpenters 
McCaffrey Build	 37 
Stuart Benson Building Projects	 IFC

Car Services/Repairs 
A&F Motors Ltd 	 IFC 
Mint Alloys	 35 
TC Coomber Car Services	 BC

Chimney Sweep 
Poppins Chimney Sweep	 IBC

Cleaning Services 
Daisy Cooper	 19 
Ovenclean	 23

Computer Services 
Compu-Doc	 36 
The Computer Man	 29 

Electrical Services 
Stuart Drew Electrical Services	 36

Financial Services 
AIMS Accountants	 28 
ET Accountancy Services	 24 
Hills-Howson Financial Services	 28 
MB Accounting Services	 40 
SJ Tax & Accounting Services	 21

Food and Refreshments 
The Cafe at Peacocks	 35 
The Happy Plaice	 32

Funeral Services 
AL&G Abbott, Funeral Directors	 27 
Neville Funeral Service	 33

Garden Services 
Adam in your Garden	 38 
Garden Doctor	 31 
Green Thumb Lawn Treatment	 34 
JK Garden and Landscape Services	 20 
Root ‘n Branch	 36

Health & Beauty 
A Cut Above Hairdressing	 21 
Ampthill & Flitwick Physiotherapy	 32 
Doula Root	 22 
Hairs & Graces	 31 
Linda Allsop Physiotherapy	 21 
Nicola Rayner Fitness	 24 
Pathways of Mindfulness	 19 
Route 66 Barbers	 22 
Slimming World	 25 
Tammys’ Talons	 20

Home Improvements 
Christopher The Painter	 20 
Roger Storey - Painter & Decorator	 39 
David James Kitchens	 18

Music and Entertainment 
Greensands Community Choir	 19

Nursery Schools 
Clophill PreSchool	 BC 
Clophill St Mary’s C of E 
Acorn Lower School and Nursery	 25

IFC = Inside Front Cover   IBC = Inside Back Cover   BC = Back Cover

Advertisers index

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AACCCCOOUUNNTTIINNGG  SSEERRVVIICCEESS  
accounting solutions for the 

Self–Employed and Small Business  
including

Bookkeeping ♦  Accounts ♦ HMRC tax returns    
 

For a totally confidential service at very competitive rates contact  
Richard Fairholm  T: 01525 861087 M: 07714189994 E:

 
mbaccounts@btinternet.com 

 



Chimneys Swept
Wood and Multifuel Stove 
Installation & Liners

MARK MASSEY
01525 860424
07858 688785

mark@poppinschimneys.co.uk

Brush, Vacuum and Nest Removal Services
Wood Stove Installation and Liners

Great Service –  Great Price!

Great Service - Great Price!

01525 860424 07858 688785
mark@poppinschimneys.co.uk

or



T.C. COOMBER

AMPTHILL 
01525 406330

UNIT F, AMPTHILL INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, STATION RD, AMPTHILL, MK45 2QY

MOT’S CLASS 4/7
SERVICING & REPAIRS
CAR & COMMERCIAL
TYRES & EXHAUSTS
AIR CONDITIONING
DIAGNOSTIC CODE READINGCollection  

& Delivery 
SERVICE AVAILABLE
Please ask

Locally printed by                    | Tel: 01234 907907 / 01525 300001. www.fidelityprint.co.ukLocally printed by                    | Tel: 01234 907907 / 01525 300001. www.fidelityprint.co.uk

Your local Outstanding Preschool, 
based at Clophill Village Hall - 
welcoming children from
2 years of age.
We’ll help your child to become an inventive 
and creative learner.  With access to a fantastic 
outdoor area, our focus is on natural and 
exploratory  ‘play with a purpose’.

Call us today to �nd 
out more:
07765 887868 or
07936 006381

www.clophillpreschool.co.uk

Your local Outstanding Preschool, 
based at Clophill Village Hall - 
welcoming children from
2 years of age.
We’ll help your child to become an inventive 
and creative learner.  With access to a fantastic 
outdoor area, our focus is on natural and 
exploratory  ‘play with a purpose’.

Call us today to �nd 
out more:
07765 887868 or
07936 006381

www.clophillpreschool.co.uk

UNIT F, AMPTHILL INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, STATION ROAD, AMPTHILL, MK45 2QY

AMPTHILL
01525 406330

MOT’S CLASS 4/5L/7

CAR SERVICING & REPAIR

TYRES & EXHAUSTS

AIR CONDITIONING

DIAGNOSTIC CODE READING

Collection
& Delivery
SERVICE AVAILABLE

Please ask




