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 Stuart Benson Building Projects 

Design, Build and Maintenance including Interior Refurbishments, 
Kitchen / Bathroom fitting, Tiling, Flooring, Skirting boards, Doors 

Garage conversions. Exterior Decking, Patios, Driveways 
Garden Offices/ Sheds 

Tel: 07946 579862 or 01525 403083 
Email: benson.stuart@ googlemail.com 
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We have a pull out middle section from Clophill 
Heritage Trust. They are looking for your views so 
please do get involved and complete their survey.

Next month sees the return of articles by Sue 
Pearson. This series is titled “Clophill’s Serving 
Survivors of WW1”. Look out for some interesting 
tales of heroism and service to our country.

Finally Spotlight needs volunteers to help with the 
distribution of the magazine, see page 2 for details.

              Happy reading.

You can also read Spotlight online 

www.clophillspotlight.co.uk

EDITOR 
 
ADVERTISING MANAGER 

DESIGN MANAGER 

DISTRIBUTION MANAGER

TREASURER

Elaine Jones 
editorial@clophillspotlight.co.uk 
Emma Frost 
ads@clophillspotlight.co.uk

Chris Abrahams 
cmabrahams@yahoo.co.uk

Pete Liddle

Richard Pearson

07918 975823 
 
 

 

860113

861110

Deadline for articles is 20th of the month

The magazine staff

A word from the Editor...“ Welcome back!

”

I am delighted to welcome back this month the Parish Council 
meeting report and planning updates.

Grateful thanks to Julie Benson for volunteering to write the  
report and to James Stirling for the planning updates and his  

ongoing support to Spotlight.
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We urgently need more volunteers  
to deliver Spotlight each month.

We have vacancies for 2 delivery rounds, 
Townshot area (about 45 houses), 

and Bedford road plus Moores Close  
(about 32 houses).

YOUR

NEEDS YOU!

If you can help, please contact Peter Liddle our delivery manager,
either email liddlewilton@madasafish.com or call 860113.
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Hi everyone - we love the Autumn term and this year it has started off so beautifully and 
busily! Our Stay and Play sessions every Tuesday morning are very full of activity, it’s 

lovely to have new children explore our setting. It’s also a great 
opportunity for children due to start with us to get to know our 
preschool, making their transition to us so much easier. 

All children love the outdoors 
and those that come to us 
develop a real passion for nature, 
having fun as they learn. This 
term we have been comparing 
height with pine cones, collecting 
conkers to count with, exploring 
capacity in the mud kitchen; 

developing physical strength and coordination as they 
climb the log hill, jump off the tyres and balance on the 
wooden trail; hunt for bugs and investigate them in 
books; plus story-telling and singing and signing together. 

As we become more comfortable with our planning in the moment, we now offer cookery 
all morning. Children can choose to cook when they like, using one of the recipe cards to 
follow themselves, with Lisa on hand to bake their creations. Our planting has really taken 
off with a parent kindly bringing us a load of unwanted shrubs, while the new chalk board 
and the bike garage in the outdoor shelter are being used all the time.

Our developments are only possible through the hard work of our staff, the generosity of our 
parents and the active fundraising we do. If you would like to help, you can find us on 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk. Sign up to support us and every time you order from a huge 
selection of websites like Amazon, they will donate to us at no cost to you! We have our next Happy 
School Bags clothing collection on 6th November, all donations welcome and our Christmas 
Market Sunday 14th November 2:30pm to 5:00pm, if anyone would like a stall, just email.

We are also busy fundraising for others, our coffee morning in support of Macmillan 
Cancer raised an astounding £110! Rosemary from St. Mary’s church visited last week, and 
our parents donated gallons of milk for her Harvest food collection, thank you everyone. 
We will also be holding a week of rambling in conjunction with Countryfile in aid of 
Children in Need in late October.

For us, connecting with our local community and embracing the wealth of backgrounds 
and experiences from our families and staff; helps our children to develop knowledge  
and understanding of the community and wider world: which we believe is invaluable.  
As we create a more enabling environment for our children, we see them exploring, 
persisting and engaging with greater involvement, and their learning really takes off.  
With our staff on hand to play and support, guide and teach, following the interests  
of the children, it is a winning combination. 

• Contact Imogen on 07765 887868 or Chris on 07936 006381 or email  
   clophillpreschool@gmail.com. Our website is www.clophillpreschool.co.uk

News
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The start of the new school year means new Duke of Edinburgh volunteers. We have 
a large group of students working towards Bronze, Silver & Gold Awards, from various 
schools, completing the volunteering requirement of their awards at The Eco Lodges. 
They help with a range of tasks from plant maintenance and upkeep, furniture upcycling, 
painting and event support. If you, or someone you know, is looking for somewhere to 
complete their volunteering please do get in touch with us.

October signifies Halloween and 
that means our 4th Annual 
Pumpkin Festival! Taking place 
on Saturday 26th October from 
12noon to 4pm, we will have 
all the usual favourites (tumbling 
teddies, BBQ, Bar Cake stand and 
live music), plus new activities and 
some scary creepy crawlies! Our 
pumpkins come from a local farm 
and are hollowed out ready for 
carving (so you don’t have to do 
the slimy bit!). Remember to book 
your pumpkins online (we cannot 
guarantee any will be available on the day). www.clophillecolodges.co.uk/events 

As always, if you would like to book any events, volunteer with us or get in touch  
please contact Louise or Emily on 07935 911207 or info@ClophillEcoLodges.co.uk

News from Clophill Heritage Trust 

For info call 07935 911207 or email info@clophillecolodges.co.uk 
www.Facebook.com/ClophillEcoLodges
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As we move into October, days have become shorter and there is a coolness  
in the air but, that said, our gardens can still give us a wonderful and colourful  
finale before winter descends. It’s a beautiful time of year, with the trees changing colour. 
Sometimes it may seem pointless raking, when the wind blows even more leaves onto the lawn, but 
just think of all the lovely leaf mould you can make! It’s also time to start preparing for early frosts.

Cutting back herbaceous perennials during autumn restores order and tidiness to the garden. 
However, this removes potential winter interest, in the form of height and structure, plus food 
and habitat sources for wildlife so many gardeners delay the cut back until spring. Selective 
cutting back in autumn can retain the dried, bleached flowerheads of plants, while removing 
material showing signs of decay or fungal growth. More tender plants with woody stems, such 
as penstemons, are left so that the old stems protect the crown from frost. Leave pruning of  
these and other borderline hardy perennials until the risk of frost has passed – usually April or May.

If you have been watching Gardeners World recently you will know that 
Monty Don has a real love of using various grasses in the garden and 
not just for a lawn. Ornamental grasses can be used to great effect, 
from providing a calming presence to more exuberant flowering plants 
to being the only focus of the design. There are grasses for damp or 
dry soil, shady as well as sunny situations. Many are ideal for gravel 
gardens, prairie planting, wildlife gardens and are great to add to the 
cutting garden; others perform well in containers. Grasses from cool 

climates such as Deschampsia, Festuca, Helictotrichon and Stipa come into growth in 
late winter and flower before mid-summer and so should be planted in autumn for the best 
establishment as the soil is still damp and warm, encouraging lots of strong new roots.

Grasses are good plants for containers too. Use loam-based compost such as John Innes No 2 with 
20 percent loam-free compost to lighten the mix. Evergreen grasses such as Carex combine well 
with winter bedding such as pansies and Christmas roses, to give height and a contrast in texture.

Growing plants in containers is a great way to bring life and colour into otherwise dull spots 
in your garden as we go into the autumn and winter months. Almost any type of plant can 
be grown in a container. Generally, the bigger the pot and the plant, the easier it is to care for. 
Watering is one of the most important jobs when growing plants in containers. Not enough 
water will cause plants to dry out, and maybe die. On the other hand, overwatering is very 
damaging as most plants do not like sitting in water.

I love planning winter containers as those evergreen plants with fantastic leaf shapes and colours 
can take centre stage. My favourite herbaceous plants Heuchera, are an excellent choice for 
their evergreen or semi-evergreen foliage in green or rich plum shades. Evergreen shrubs make 
a good focal point in a large container, or can be mixed with other dwarf shrubs for a variety 
of foliage and flowers. Try bay (Laurus nobilis), skimmia, euonymus, and ivy (Hedera). 
Ornamental cabbage and kale provide additional foliage interest while adding hardy evergreen 
ferns such as hart’s tongue fern (Asplenium scolopendrium),or the soft shield fern 
(Polystichum setiferum) works in containers for shady positions. Winter bedding plants like 
cyclamen, winter-flowering pansy, viola, primula and polyanthus will flower intermittently during 
mild spells in winter and give a welcome pop of colour. Happy Gardening

Come into the Garden
with Kate Gardner
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An enjoyable evening with stunning flowers – this was Clophill and  
District Flower Club’s September 2019 meeting. Lisa Osborne, a local  
florist, with the title ‘Fabulous Fusions’ delighted all attending with  

her vibrant displays of flowers.

We saw a traditional design with a 
contemporary twist – hot pink roses, orange 
mini gerbera with bright purple wool covered 
hoops accentuating the flowers. A wicker 
basket containing yellow dahlias, gloriosa 
orchids and predominating sun flowers. A 
mosaic design followed with plaited grass and 
groupings of sun flowers, orange mini gerbera 
and purple statice. Next, a design named Night 
and Day containing white gerbera, mauve/
white gladioli and black grasses. 

Lisa’s final design was pink 
oriental lilies outlined with 
yellow gladioli. Each design 
was complemented with 
foliage to create contrast 
and balance and varied from 
aspidistra, fatsia, laurel, palm 
and heuchera leaves.

During the evening, Lisa told us about 
her working day as a florist – wedding, 
funeral, bouquet requests and the 
bespoke work where she has created 
clowns and greyhounds in flowers and 
foliage. Lisa buys her flowers from local 
growers as far as possible and on-line 
buying is now becoming more popular,  
in addition to  
the huge lorries  
we regularly see  
delivering flowers  
from Holland.

Clophill & District Flower Club
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I would like to thank everyone who attended my Garden Party on 25th August. 

The day was a beautiful sunny day, and £405 pounds was raised for Multiple  
Sclerosis, which is a disease affecting the nervous system, the brain and spinal cord. 
Unfortunately at the moment there is no cure for this disease, and at any one time  
more than 100,000 people are suffering.

At my garden party we had food and drinks, and guests enjoyed the flautist  
Jackie Williams, who played tunes from well-known shows; it was a really lovely  
afternoon and evening.

During the past year I have raised £2,340 for this worthy cause by having bric-a-brac 
sales, donations and raffles.

Once again I would like to thank all my friends who helped me by making sandwiches, 
cakes etc., and to Jackie Williams; who all made the day a great success.

Cora Sheppard

Thank You from Cora

The show was held at the end of August and the committee would like to  
thank all who helped to make it such a success, including those who entered  

or visited during the afternoon, as well as those who supported us at the  
show and throughout the year.

There were over 400 entries and it was lovely to see some new faces amongst  
those taking part. Despite heavy rain the day before the show, there was a  
good display of garden flowers among the excellent array of entries from  

children and adults, demonstrating many skills.

39th Shefford Craft 
and Produce Show

This year our special class 
for adults was a knitted 

or crocheted blanket for 
a premature baby. These 

were donated to Bedford 
Hospital and it was our  

pleasure to deliver 56 
blankets with which 

they were delighted. 
The committee and the 

hospital would like to 
thank all who were kind 
enough to make them.
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Our Rector, Rev. Dean Henley, held his last regular service in Clophill  
on Sunday September 8th. However he later celebrated the funeral of Rhona Dunn,  
a long time parishioner, on the 17th. After his final service in the Benefice on the 29th  
he now has leave of absence until November 9th. We will then be officially in vacancy, 
which may last for several months.

To reassure you, all the normal services will continue to be held. If, for any reason,  
this is impossible it will be announced on the church notice board. If you wish  
to arrange a baptism, wedding or funeral, please contact our Churchwarden,  
Mrs Rosemary Ilett on 860 274.

Advance notice. Remembrance Sunday is on November 10th.

St Mary’s Church News

Lecture Theatre, Flitwick Library MK45 1QJ 
7.30 for 7.45pm. £2 for members and £3 for visitors, payable on the door. 

Further details: clive.makin@ntlworld.com  Tel: 01582 655785
www.adalhs.org.uk

Ampthill & District Archaeological & Local History Society

Archaeology along the Eurostar route to the Channel Tunnel Rail Link (HS1). 
Rescue Archaeology under pressure. The finds and what they tell us. 

Speaker: Lester Hillman

Monday 7th October
High Speed Archaeology

This remarkable document gives a snapshot of the changes imposed on the people  
at the time and sets the scene for land transformations still in place today. 

Speaker: Brian Kerr

Monday 4th November

From Erik the Bald to Nigel de Albini: 
the Domesday Book in Bedfordshire

From ostriches pulling carts to stray sloth bears having their chins tickled 
in the local pub, Ampthill has seen it all. This talk covers the history 

of the menagerie and its ultimate fate. 
Speaker: Janice Tuckett

Monday 2nd December
An Edwardian Menagerie in Ampthill

Visitors are very welcome!
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We are now back into the full swing of school life after a lovely long  
summer break. We have enjoyed welcoming all our new children into  
Acorn Nursery, Reception Class and within other classes in the school  
and hope their experience so far has been very positive.

We have also welcomed three University of Bedfordshire students into our school.  
They will be completing their training with us for the Autumn term and we’re excited  
to be supporting the next generation of teacher. 

Oak Class (our Year 4 children) began their swimming sessions at Hilltop Swimming Club 
during September. We also held a Jeans4Genes day. During the term the children will be 
participating in a Science day at school and also we will also be visited by an external gym coach.

School Play Performance for our Over 65’s in the Village, Tues December 3rd @ 2pm 
You will receive an invitation nearer the time, but please feel welcome to call or email  
us beforehand to let us know if you would like to attend. This is also the performance 
that our parents who have children in the school in the play, but would like to bring  
their pre-school child, will be invited to. Mrs Topliff is our Office Manager and can be 
contacted on generaladmin@clophillstmarysschool.co.uk or 01525 860206.

Our value for October is Trust (and Loyalty)
The value for October is Trust (and Loyalty); a belief in the honesty, reliability and strength 
of another, relying on someone or something without question or evidence. In school,  
we will be thinking about what it means to trust someone and how it feels to be trusted. 
We need to be reliable and honest for people to be able to trust us.

We’ve had a busy start to the new school year welcoming everyone back and getting 
to know our new children and their families. It’s been lovely to see them all settle into 
our routine easily. Our learning theme for this term is ‘All about me’ and our value 
is Friendship. We have been looking at the Rainbow Fish Story as our example when 
looking at how to be a good friend and which behaviours you might display.

St Mary’s School News

Acorn Nursery News

Important information for parents with children moving to 
Middle School or requiring a Reception class place September 2020

Applications online: www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/admissions 
Online applications preferred but hard copy applications are available from the school office.

Deadline for both Middle School Place/Starting School Place 
is 15th January 2020

We urge parents to make their applications ASAP and let the school office  
know if you have any questions or problems relating to your application.
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What’s on in and around Clophill

Saturday 5th 
Coffee and Croissant morning  Clophill Methodist Church, 10am to 12noon

Sunday 6th 
Harvest Festival Service  St Mary’s Church, 10:45am

Wednesday 9th 
Harvest Lunch  St Mary’s Church, 12noon to 2pm. See poster in this issue

Saturday 12th 
Beetle Drive  Clophill Methodist Church, 6:30pm. See poster in this issue

Saturday 12th 
Race Night  Clophill Village Hall, 7:30pm. See poster in this issue 

Saturday 9th 
Coffee and Croissant morning  Clophill Methodist Church, 10am to 12noon

Sunday 10th 
Remembrance Sunday  St Mary’s Church

Saturday 16th  
Abba Girls  Clophill Village Hall, 7:30pm. See poster in this issue

Saturday 23rd  
Quiz Night  St Mary’s Church, 7:15pm for 7:30pm. See poster in this issue

On throughout the month...

One Saturday a month... 
• Messy Church  4pm-6pm, Clophill Methodist  
 Church. Dates: Nov 16; Dec 14.  
 See ‘Village Groups’ for contact details.

CHURCH SERVICES 
Regular services at St Mary’s Church, Clophill 
1st Sunday 8am, Holy Communion;  
 10.45am, Family Praise 
2nd & 4th Sundays 10.45am, Parish Communion  
3rd Sunday 10.45am, Morning Prayer/Praise 
5th Sunday  10am, Benefice Services

Regular services at Clophill Methodist Church 
1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th Sundays  10.30am Morning Service 
3rd Sunday 10.30am All Age Worship Service

If you have any diary dates that you would like included on this page,  
please email clophillspotlight1@hotmail.co.uk

Fridays... 
• Clophill Toddler Group  10am-11.30am, 
 Village Hall, See ‘Village Groups’ for contact details

Wednesdays... 
• Tea and Chat  10.30 to noon, Methodist Church 
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Thursdays... 
• Thursday Leisure Club  2pm, St Mary’s Church 

12
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Parish Registers for October

ST MARY’S CHURCH 
REGISTERS FOR SEPTEMBER 2019

Funeral and Burial 
Sept 17 Florence RHONA Joan Dunn, 95

  1819

No registers recorded

  1869

Baptisms 
Oct 10 Elizabeth Mary Summerfield 
 George Millard 
 John Izzard, Mary Anne Izzard 
 Albert William Alberry (mother 
 a single woman) 
 Ada Bushby (mother a  
 single woman) 
 Ann Page 
 Sarah Jane Two (?) of Shefford 
Oct17 Edwin Roberts 
 Nellie Rebecca Chapman of  
 Harlington (father a Station Master) 
Oct 31 Elizabeth Denton 
 Frederick Bowler 
 Minnie Goss (father a shopkeeper) 
Marriages 
Oct 23 Henry Wheeler to  
 Susan Ann Lammas 
Burials 
Oct 1 Thomas Payne 49 
Oct 22 Nellie Isitt Quenby (infant) 
Oct 29 Edward Maddams 59

  1919

Baptisms 
Oct 26 Leonard Sidney Bushby  
 (father a Roadman) 
Oct 29 Florence Lilian Platt  
 (father a mechanic) 
Marriages 
Oct 14 David Leopold Webb 22,  
 of Ormskirk to Edith Hare, 27

  1969

Baptisms 
Oct 19 Lesley Ann Clark 
Burials 
Oct10 Arthur Izzard, 85 
Oct 20 Clara Elizabeth Harrison, 72 
Oct 31 Jack Sheppard, 56
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Clophill Parish Council 

These notes are a resume only. Official minutes are available on the internet and notice boards. 
All official correspondence should be sent to the parish clerk and not individual councillors.

PARISH COUNCIL NOTES FOR JULY 
Our Parish Council met and discussed items very relevant to the village. Before the 
meeting began, members of the public were invited to ask questions.

i. Representatives of the Laporte Fishing Club were concerned that they had been  
 given notice to quit and asked the Council if they would approach the developer  
 and Greensand Trust to ask if they could continue to use the area for fishing. 
ii. It was noted that some footpaths have become overgrown and were advised that  
 CBC, who have responsibility for this, have an on-line Report-it tool. 
iii. A concern was raised about the safety of cars entering the High Street on the  
 planning application at 68 and 68a High Street, noting that the road narrows here  
 and a dangerous pinch point would be created.

Matters for consideration: 
1. Lakes Development  Cllr Walford gave an update and suggested that Jon Balam  
of GST should attend a Parish Council meeting to give an update. 
2. Broadband issues  No easy solution. Ward Cllr Blair has made representations. 
3. Parking on the Green Signs to be installed, “No parking on the grass”. 
4. Area close to the Flying Horse  No feedback yet. Rec ground – Rubbish, no solution 
at present. Repairs to the gate – clerk authorised to initiate repairs if required. 
5. Old St. Mary’s Church and Eco Lodges  Restricted Access signage - Approved. 
6. Grant Application from St. Mary’s Church  The Local Government Act 1894, only 
recently brought to the notice of the Clerk, prohibits Parish Councils from any involvement 
in funding of any religious organisations, which includes maintenance or improvement of 
buildings or land or contributing to costs. So regrettably, the Council could not contribute 
to the application. 
7. Ampthill, Clophill and Maulden Community Safety Group  Requested a 
representative from the Council. Cllr Austin offered to attend. 
8. Further discussions  Covered the big Beds Clean Up; Holly Bush and Hay Close 
improvements and VE Day 8th – 10th May 2020.

PARISH COUNCIL NOTES FOR SEPTEMBER 
There were no questions from the public. The Chairman noted that Roger Catton had 
given up litter picking around the village – a job which he had done so conscientiously 
for many years. It was hoped that a replacement could be found. Ward Cllr Paul Duckett 
gave a resumé of relevant topics covered in CBC meetings. The Clerk reported on the Bus 
Shelter damage; the field gate to the recreation ground; expected contract for Hay Close 
and the arrangements being made to mark out the allotments behind the Village Hall 
with ropes and posts.

Matters for consideration (available from the agenda on the PC website):  
1. The Lakes Development  It was hoped that by the end of the year the s.106 contract 
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would be in place and The Greensand Trust would be in ownership of the area,  
so that it would be open to the public in 2021. 
2. The development of Paradise Farm was discussed, as was the request to  
build 2 garages in front of the houses on the land opposite The Green Man. 
3. Grants were awarded to the Village Hall and MAGPAS. 
4. The clerk had discussions with CBC Highways Dept. outside the school.  
The outcome was a suggestion that double yellow lines in specific areas might  
help with traffic management, which will be consulted upon by CBC. 
5. The works requested by the PC to CBC for bollards and lining works at The Green  
are just waiting for the last five bollards to be installed. 
6. The clerk confirmed that Church Path is classified as a footpath. Also advised the 
current website will need to be replaced by April 2020. 
7. Cllr Carpenter commented on the progress of the arboreal assessment, checking on 
trees which might be under stress, especially still suffering from the drought of last year. 
8. The defacement of the play shelter was deplored and arrangements are to be  
made to either clean it off or paint it over. 

These are just brief notes on the meeting – you can always come along and hear  
the discussions in full. It makes a very interesting evening – with dedicated folk who give 
up their time on our behalf and with Clophill at the centre.   Julie Benson 
 
Planning
CB/19/02457/FULL 
Location: 2 The Granary, Brickwall Farm, Kiln Lane 
Proposal: Garage conversion into kitchen\Dining\Living Area, toilet and staircase  
 connecting an existing first floor bedroom and erection of outbuilding/ 
 garage. Considerations for Objection include: Listed building consent  
 required; outside Village Envelope; further information required about  
 original conditions of barn conversion.                                               OBJECT 
CB/19/02267/VOC 
Location: Hard Earnt, Kiln Lane 
Description: Variation of condition number 2 of application CB/19/00422/FULL  
 (Replacement dwelling & installation of solar panels to rear garden).   SUPPORT 
CB/19/02687/FULL 
Location: Land to the rear of the Green Man Pub, The Green 
Proposal: Erection of two single garages and fence with gated access to existing  
 dwellings. Considerations for Objection include: Garages are below the size  
 required from the CBC design guide (section 5), no turning space detailed,  
 no certainty enough spaces to allow all the cars to park; no detail on cycle  
 store or bin locations.                                                                         OBJECT 

Clophill Parish Council 
Continued
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CB/19/02188/FULL 
Location: 11 Tanqueray Avenue, Clophill, Bedford 
Proposal: Two storey rear extension and first floor side extension. Considerations  
 for  Objection include: No indication of location of car parking spaces  
 from the 2 extra rooms; no certainty that there are enough spaces to  
 allow all the  cars to park; one bedroom window would seem to overlook  
 a neighbours garden.                                                                               OBJECT 
CB/19/01479/FULL 
Location: Mouse Farm, Shefford Road 
Proposal: Demolition of existing barn and erection of a new 2-storey dwelling house.  
 Considerations for Objection include: Attempt to gain height, mass and  
 space of this dwelling will be out of character for the area; owner does not  
 have full rights to the land shown; development will have demonstrable  
 impact on the views from Public Rights of Way; development will impact  
 Greensand Country Landscape Partnership (GCLP) landscape’s very  
 distinctive character and views; no detail on flood mitigation.            OBJECT

The next Parish Council meeting will take place at the Village Hall 
at 7.45pm on Tuesday 29 October

Clophill Parish Council 
Continued

Wildlife
walks & talks

Open to all. Walks have group size limits so please book. 
For bookings or additional information please email flitvale.info@gmail.com  

or ring Ann on 075801 78889 between 6pm and 8pm or at weekends.

Tree Walk with Colin Carpenter
Saturday 2nd November: 10.00am-12.30pm 

Maulden Woods

Late autumn or early winter, either way the woods are fascinating even at the 
end of the year. Colin’s knowledge of our native trees and shrubs, and of  

Maulden Wood will be familiar to many. Come along, you will almost certainly  
learn something new. This event is open to all ages but terrain can be muddy  

and uneven and is unsuitable for wheelchairs or pushchairs. Please wear  
appropriate footwear. Children should be accompanied by an adult. £2 per adult
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Gas (Emergency)   0800 111999 
Electricity (Emergency)   0800 7838838 
Emergency Fire/Police/Ambulance   999 
Water/Sewage (Anglian Water)   0845 7145145 
Telephone (Customer Services) 150 (Faults) 151 
Highways Department (Central Bedfordshire Council)   0300 3008049 
Benefits Agency (Bedford office)   01234 361500 
Registrar’s Office (Births/deaths/marriages)   0300 3008089 
Rail (Enquiries)     0845 7484950 
Buses  01234 262151 (Link A Ride) 01525 840511 (Flittabus)  01582 406561 
Luton Airport   01582 405100 
Swimming  (Flitwick) 01525 717744 (Robinson Pool)  01234 212479

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
Central Beds Offices (Chicksands)   0300 300 8000 
Mid-Beds MP  Nadine Dorries 01462 811992 
Central Bedfordshire Councillors  Michael Blair 01525 404513 
  Paul Duckett 07988 184061 
Clophill Parish Council (Clerk) James Stirling 01462 887226

HOSPITALS 
Bedford (North & South)  01234 355122 Admissions 01234 261150 
  Appointments 01234 359012 
Luton & Dunstable   0845 1270127

DOCTOR’S CLINICS 
Ampthill (Houghton Close) 01525 300898 (Oliver Street) 01525 631395 
  (Greensands) 01525 631390 
Shefford Enquiries 01462 818620 Appointments 01462 810034 
Barton     01582 528700  Flitwick 01525 715300

POLICE  Non Emergency 101 
County Police HQ   01234 841212 
Ampthill Station   101

CHURCHES 
St Mary’s Parish Church  Revd Dean Henley 01234 381235 
                                            (Church Warden) Rosemary Ilett mandrilett@ontel.com 01525 860274 
St Francis RC Church, Shefford  Ian Gordon 01525 860875 
Clophill Methodist Church  Jim Davies 01525 860829 
Baptist Churches    (Ampthill) Doreen Gibbs 01525 862424   (Maulden) Ian Crawford 01525 634325 
                                                                                                   (Shefford) Hazel Arnold 01462 812564          

SCHOOLS 
Clophill St Mary’s C of E Lower School & Nursery   (Headteacher Mrs K Bingley) 01525 860206 
Harlington Upper School, Harlington   01525 755100 
Preschool           clophillpreschool@gmail.com       (Chris)  07936 006381 or (Imogen)  07765 887868 
Redborne Upper School, Ampthill   01525 404462 
Robert Bloomfield Middle School, Shefford   01462 628800

Useful numbers
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860920 
 

07791 773705 
07894 710001 

860206 
07535 705711 

861110 
862297 
860539 
861110 

07903 167493 
07975 520085 

860754 
07920 568861 

 
07774 993973 

www.scouts.org.uk/get-involved 
860695 

07821 643936

Village groups
Beverley Court 
Brownies 
Clophill Community Care 
Clophill Heritage Trust 
Clophill St Mary’s C of E Lower School & Nursery 
Clophill Toddler Group 
Clophill United Charities 
Conservation Group 
Flower Club 
Friends of the Cheshire Home 
Funzone After School Club 
Greensands Community Choir 
Indoor Carpet Bowls 
Messy Church 
 
St Mary’s PTA 
Scouts and Cubs 
Tea and Chat 
Village Hall Booking Secretary

 
https://enquiryym.girlguiding.org.uk 
Duty Contact 
Ali Bradbury 
Emma Topliff 
Hannah Compton 
Richard Pearson 
Brian Adams 
Gillian Hill 
Sue Pearson 
 
Luke Howard 
Tony Meredith 
Victoria Higgins 
victoriajhiggins@hotmail.co.uk 
Julia Skelton 
 
Anita Errick 
Marilyn Browning
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LOVE SINGING!
sing wi

th an exciting local choir ...
Gre

ensa
nd Com

munity Choir

Come along to your local community choir, 
for men and women of all singing abilities!
Mondays, 8.00-9.30 pm at St. Mary's Church, Clophill.

Come and sing with an exciting new local choir led by a professional musical director 
Uplifting music in a variety of styles: musicals, classic pop, folksongs, sacred and world music
Welcoming singers of all abilities - no audition, no need to read music!
New members - come along any time for a free taster 

Enquiries to: 
greensandcommunitychoir@gmail.com 
or ring Luke on: 01525 838199

greensand choir-spotlight-amends-Oct14.qxp  24/10/2014  12:38  Page 1

07975 520085

Hypnotherapy...the Mindful Way
For help with: anxiety, stress, IBS, migraine mindful eating, 
insomnia & many other conditions. For more information or 
an initial consultation please contact Ann. Tel: 07791171980
Email: enquiries@pathwaysofmindfulness.co.uk
www.pathwaysofmindfulness.com
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CoachingTALKEASY
Do you want to make a fundamental 

difference to your life and don’t 
know where to start?

My name is Lynn and I am a Life Coach.

I have extensive experience helping 
with every aspect of life, e.g. support with 

family issues, or your own financial, 
emotional, or physical wellbeing.

My most recent project has been supporting 
young teenagers in their place of education.

    07557948644
  01525860384
lynnclements87@gmail.com

            Be the change in your life 
           and contact me for a free, 
                      no obligation chat.
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Professional friendly 
accountancy services 

Fully qualified,
Free initial consultation, 

competitive fees
Sole traders, Ltd companies,

bookkeeping, payroll,
CIS, VAT & Tax.

sally@sjtax.co.uk
01234 831997
07899 808592 
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 REMEMBER OUR MOTTO
 “A VISIT TO THE JUG IS BETTER THAN GOING TO A PUB”

 CHEERS JOYCE, VIKKI & MARK
 

The S t on e Ju g BACK STREET, CLOPHILL 

A Free House Telephone
 01525

 860526
 

 

 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

REMEMBER OUR MOTTO 
“A VISIT TO THE JUG IS BETTER THAN GOING TO A PUB” 

CHEERS JOYCE & VIKKI 

The Stone Jug BACK STREET, CLOPHILL 
A Free House Telephone 

01525 
860526 

It’s time to accept the fact that we are in the 21st century. So with this in mind 
we will be moving with the times this year and installing a chip and pin machine 
and joining the world-wide web!  
All in good time though, after all Rome wasn’t built in a day! 
Some things don’t change though – we still offer good quality, fairly priced 
home cooked lunches, a proper pub atmosphere, real ales and dogs welcome. 
So if you haven’t tried us yet make 2013 the year to make that change. 
Once again, thank you for your support 
So for now it’s business as usual……………… 

Despite many protestations from ‘the Matriarch’, Joyce is still very much at the helm 
(or so we tell her!). Vikki has been demoted (but she’s still here, don’t you know!) 
and Mark has moved into pole position and is doing exceptionally well. We’re still 
very much a family-run village pub with our late dad’s saying still ringing true 
– ‘We’re a proper pub for proper people’. Cheers!
• 5 real ales, including 2 guest pumps that change frequently
  (see our Facebook page for details) 
• selection of wines and Prosecco by the glass – or even better, by the bottle
• home-cooked lunches Tues-Sat, 12pm-2pm

www.stonejug.co.uk www.facebook.com/thestonejugclophill
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Emma Thoulass FCA CTA

Experienced Chartered Accountant and
Chartered Tax adviser based in Clophill
providing a full range of accountancy

and taxation services to businesses
and private individuals.

To arrange a free initial consultation
please telephone me on 01525 590465
or email emma@et-accountancy.co.uk

01525 590465
www.et-accountancy.co.uk Please email our Advertising Manager  

at ads@clophillspotlight.co.uk

Take out an 
annual ad 

in Spotlight

One-sixth 
One-quarter 
One-third 
Half page

£53 
£69 
£80 

£112

H31 x W126mm 

H92 x W61mm 

H61 x W126mm 

H92 x W126mm

Black & White per year
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OPEN NOW!
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AIMS 
Tim Kemp BA FCA  ♦ Professional service providing for 
Top Barn  Rectory Road      all your accounting and tax needs 
Steppingly  MK45 5AT  ♦ Practical advice based on 20 years 
     experience in running businesses 
TEL/FAX : 01525 717141 ♦ Personal approach with fixed fees 
MOBILE  : 07900 823 012     relevant to the work you need 
www.aims.co.uk ♦ Friendly, local accountant support- 
e-mail: timk@aims.co.uk     ing the community for over 20 years 
 
 

Please call for a free, no-obligation initial meeting 
 

ACCOUNTANTS FOR business 
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THE COMPUTER MAN 
 

Got a problem with your computer and don’t know what 
to do? Suffering with a virus or spam? 

 
Don’t hesitate! Ring your local computer expert 

Remote repairs or home visits 
(Day, evening & weekend) 

 
Lap top/desk top loan 

(Free pick up & drop off in local area) 
 

Comprehensive health check from £35 (Special Offer £35 - normally £40) 
Refurbished fl at screen available from £15 • Refurbished base units available from £99 

 
Contact Stephen Amos 

07976 718567 
the.computerman@ntlworld.com 
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Exam techniques and preparation. Revision and practice 

papers: SATs, 11+ and GCSEs 

Spanish for business or pleasure, all levels. GCSE & A-levels  
Skills development: conversation, reading and writing 

Maths: Boost your confidence and abilities 
KS1, KS2, KS3, SATs, 11+ and GCSE practice papers. 

References available. Reasonable rates 
Enquiries:    01525 860743  -  07952 667814   

 rincontuition@yahoo.com  
 

rincontuition - Spanish & Maths  
Expand your knowledge.  Boost your confidence 

 Phone  01525 860743    -   Mob 07952 667814 
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On the Green beside the Post Office every Friday, 3.30-7.30pm
 

 
We are your local mobile fish and chip van, we have been parked on the 

green every Friday for the past 6 years. We serve only the highest   
quality produce, cooked fresh to order and served to you by our friendly staff.

 Why don’t you pop down and come and Try Our Fry! 
  To avoid waiting in the cold, give us a call to 

 place your order on: 07833 786108
 A big thank you to all our customers who have loyally supported us over the 

past couple of years. 
 

 19 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Unit 6, Woodside Farm, Clophill Road, Maulden, Beds, MK45 2AE 

 
Feeds for Dogs, Cats, Rabbits, Horses, Ponies, 

Poultry, Goats, Sheep, Birds 
 

Tel:  01525  860150 
 

‘For all creatures great and small 
serving the local community for over 30 years’ 

 
 
 

Chapman & Kirby Heating 

Gas, Plumbing & Heating Installations 

Gas Safe Registered 

Boiler Servicing & Maintenance 

Call us now 

Email: info@chapmanandkirbyheating.co.uk
Tel: 01525 861255  Mob: 07831 132308

 

1C, Old Silsoe Road, Clophill, Beds., MK45 4AR 
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 Baths, Toilets & 
Showers  

Sinks and Taps 
Guttering 

Leaks and Burst Pipes 
Drainage 

Handyman jobs also 
 

Silsoe based 
No call out fee – free estimates 
Fully insured and guaranteed 

No job too small 
07720 723653   01525 864859 

info@betaplumbing.co.uk 
www.betaplumbing.co.uk 
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Root n Branch Ad (126x31).pdf   1   14/03/2013   14:15

Pre-Order
Service Available

    Kennels

ENHANCED raw  d i et  fo r m u l a

Quality
BOARDING

D AY  B O A R D I N G
HOLISTIC FOOD SHOP

GROOMING & GOING HOME BATHS
OFF SITE NATURE WALKS

QUALIFIED TEAM

www.coniferkennels.co.uk     01525 860339

The Causeway, Clophill, Beds. MK45 4BA

 

Compu-Doc
PC / laptop crisis ?

Call the Doc for -

Hardware & software

Diagnosis & treatment
 john.stafford@compu-doc.co.uk01525-402227

 STUART DREW ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
 

MEMBER OF THE ECA 
PART P CERTIFIED     QUALIFIED TO 18TH EDITION  

 
From extra lights & sockets, to re-wires. Fault finding and electrical safety 

certification. For a professional, courteous service with free estimates & all work 
guaranteed, please call me 

 
Fully qualified & insured 

30 years experience 

 
29 Lincoln Way 
Harlington 
Beds 
LU5 6NG 

 
Telephone: 

01525 875965 
07941 812662 
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SHEFFORD  01462  627002 
www.bathroomvogue.com 

Unit 4A, Shefford Industrial Park, St Francis Way, Shefford SG17 5DZ 
 
 
 
 

• Suppliers of traditional and modern 
equipment 

 
• Working whirlpool & spa baths, power 

& steam shower systems on display 
 
• Over 40 settings on display 
 
• Complete installation service if 

required 
 
• Personal friendly service from a family 

run business 

• Wall and floor tiles 
 
• Accessories 
 
• Mirrors 
 
• Bathroom furniture 
 
• Heated towel rails 
 
• Saunas 
 
• Bathroom cabinets 

EST. 
1989 

 
 

 
 
 
 

TREE SURGERY, HEDGE TRIMMING,  
TURFING, FENCE MAINTENANCE,  

DECKING,  PATIO CLEANING 
Qualified, Fully Insured, Competitive Rates 

Free Estimates 

TEL: 01582  518954    MOB: 07828 490360 
Web Site:  www.adaminyourgarden.co.uk 

 

Based near Toddington, Bedfordshire. 
We rescue, rehabilitate & re-home stray & abandoned cats. 

We have lots of beautiful cats waiting for loving homes.  
Ring the shelter on 01525 875993 

or Sue on 01582 650167  to arrange a visit.                
Registered Charity No. 1098984            Visit our website @www.straycatrescue.org.uk 
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ROGER STOREY  

YOUR LOCAL PAINTER AND DECORATOR 
Friendly and Reliable Service 

Many Years Experience 
Please phone: 01525 861253  or  07800 777615 

 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phone: 07821 643 936
Mail: Clophill.villagehall@gmail.com     Web: www.clophillvillagehall.co.uk
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AACCCCOOUUNNTTIINNGG  SSEERRVVIICCEESS  
accounting solutions for the 

Self–Employed and Small Business  
including

Bookkeeping ♦  Accounts ♦ HMRC tax returns    
 

For a totally confidential service at very competitive rates contact  
Richard Fairholm  T: 01525 861087 M: 07714189994 E:

 
mbaccounts@btinternet.com 

 



Chimneys Swept
Wood and Multifuel Stove 
Installation & Liners

MARK MASSEY
01525 860424
07858 688785

mark@poppinschimneys.co.uk

Brush, Vacuum and Nest Removal Services
Wood Stove Installation and Liners

Great Service –  Great Price!

Great Service - Great Price!

01525 860424 07858 688785
mark@poppinschimneys.co.uk

or



UNIT F, AMPTHILL INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, STATION ROAD, AMPTHILL, MK45 2QY

AMPTHILL
01525 406330

MOT’S CLASS 4/5L/7

CAR SERVICING & REPAIR

TYRES & EXHAUSTS

AIR CONDITIONING

DIAGNOSTIC CODE READING

Collection
& Delivery
SERVICE AVAILABLE

Please ask

Locally printed by                    | Tel: 01234 907907 / 01525 300001. www.fidelityprint.co.uk

Your local Outstanding Preschool, 
based at Clophill Village Hall - 
welcoming children from
2 years of age.
We’ll help your child to become an inventive 
and creative learner.  With access to a fantastic 
outdoor area, our focus is on natural and 
exploratory  ‘play with a purpose’.

Call us today to �nd 
out more:
07765 887868 or
07936 006381

www.clophillpreschool.co.uk


