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Wedding Stationery Suites

“personal branding for your wedding
‘done for you’
to create beautiful memorable
& wedding stationery suites &
L, .~ from ‘save the date’ to ‘thank you’ - &
I’g’no fuss, no frills and definitely no big bills, § /<&
RIS just your big day all ways.” -

ey S -

www.fidelityweddings.co.uk

Fidelity Design & Print - UNIT 7 KENNETH WAY, WILSTEAD IND EST, MK45 3PD

A

R MOTORS LTD

Tel: (01525) 860292
Tel: (01525) 404919

208 Clophill Road, Maulden, Bedfordshire MK45 2AF
89 Oliver Street, Ampthill, Bedfordshire MK45 2SA

CAR AND COMMERCIAL VEHICLES
ALSO CLASSIC & AMERICAN CARS
SERVICING — REPAIRS — BREAKDOWN
SPRAYING - M.O.T.

Stuart Benson Building Projects
Design, Build and Maintenance including Interior Refurbishments,
Kitchen / Bathroom fitting, Tiling, Flooring, Skirting boards, Doors
Garage conversions. Exterior Decking, Patios, Driveways
Garden Offices/ Sheds
Tel: 07946 579862 or 01525 839878

Email: benson.stuart@ gmail.com




A word from the Editor...

Welcome to the July issue of Spotlight
Dear Reader,

| hope you are all enjoying the summer sunshine and the welcome return of some
international sporting events with the tennis, football and soon the Olympic games.

Staffing on the Spotlight team has become a major issue now and | am appealing to you
all to see if you can help or know someone who might. Due to unforeseen circumstances,
Grant our designer is having to step down and this issue will be his last one. Without
a designer, Spotlight cannot continue as it is the designer who compiles all the material

| receive and edit, inserts all the ads and turns it into a magazine. This requires specialist
skills and access to specific software. Please see page 2 for more details.

We are also still looking for a new Treasurer and to date no-one has come forward.

Normally | would now say Spotlight takes a break for the summer and will return in
September. | really hope that this will be the case and that we will be back.

It has been a privilege and a joy to be the editor of our amazing Village magazine. | really
hope that | can continue to do so.

Best wishes, Elaine

The magazine staff

EDITOR Elaine Jones 07918 975823
editorial@clophillspotlight.co.uk

ADVERTISING MANAGER Emma Frost
ads@clophillspotlight.co.uk

DESIGN MANAGER Grant Robinson

DISTRIBUTION MANAGER Toni Elston 861813

Phyllis Edwards, Paul Leckie

TREASURER Richard Pearson 861110

Deadline for articles is 20th of the month

You can also read Spotlight online

www.clophillspotlight.co.uk




New Design Manager wanted
for your local village magazine

Due to unforeseen circumstances, Grant is reluctantly having to
step down, so we are looking for someone to take over as our
Design Manager.

The role requires 4-6 hours of your time each month.
Knowledge and access to the Adobe Creative Suite is essential.

Can you help?
For more information please contact Elaine on
07918 975823 or editorial@clophillspotlight.co.uk

cr.OPH"-'- "-
Going... lESS
s . going... F¥s
st Wl gone?

Spotlight relies on volunteers to keep going.
Sadly, if this key role can't be filled the July issue of Spotlight
will be the last one and there will be no more village magazine.
If you don’t want to lose your village magazine

- please think about whether you can help.




Come into the Garden

with Kate Gardner

-
There’s lots of jobs to think about over the summer, as Spotlight takes g‘
a break until September, so this time I've concentrated on things that
we can do to keep our gardens full of colour through what | hope will
be a warm summer.
Some of my favourite plants are at their best during July. Delphiniums, Agapanthus,
lavender various Clematis, Achillea, Nepeta, late flowering Peonies, Day Lily, Roses,
Sweet peas and Honeysuckle are all blooming and the garden is full of beautiful scents.
To keep summer plants and bedding at its best and to prolong flowering, it is essential
to dead head. The purpose of dead heading is to encourage more flowers. If the flower
heads are left on, then the plant switches to seed production and is then very reluctant
to flower again. Dead heading, which is cutting off the spent flower head, forces the
plant back into the cycle to produce flowers again. Cut the spent flower off just above a
leaf node which is where your new flowers will break from.
Early flowering perennials can begin to look a bit tired by July and their foliage is
becoming tatty and brown. If these plants are cut back now, many will produce fresh
green growth to liven up the border and sometimes even a second flush of flowers.
Good candidates for this treatment are Oriental poppies, Alchemilla, hardy geraniums,
and Nepeta. Cut back close to the ground, feed and wait a couple of weeks. It can look
a bit bare when you first do this but it doesn’t take long for the new green shoots to
appear.
Now is also a good time to prune early summer-flowering shrubs such as philadelphus,
flowering current and weigela after they've blossomed, so they can put on new growth
this year that will hold the flowers next summer. As well as cutting back for shape, look
for any damaged or dead shoots and cut them out.
July or early August is the time to prune Wisteria for the second time in the year. Twice
yearly pruning is essential to keep Wisteria flowering each year. If you grow Wisteria,
prune now otherwise you may jeopardise next year's flowers. Prune back the whippy
summer growth to contain the plant. Wisteria is vigorous and needs harsh treatment.
Cut the whippy tendrils which have grown over summer back to about 15¢cm (6") long.
And this month is the perfect time to plant bulbs that will bring colour in autumn; for
instance, Autumn crocus, amaryllis and nerine will flower in September and October.
The nerines are particularly welcome as they have all the brightness of the early summer
blooms with their blasts of pink and white and can make a real difference to the garden
as winter draws in.
Water evaporates during windy or hot weather, leading to the water level dropping in
your ponds. The reduced surface area can be damaging for fish as there’s less oxygen
available, so top up the pond if necessary. Ideally use rainwater from a butt as tap water
is rich in nutrients that causes algae to prosper. Floating weeds can quickly cover the
surface of a pond if left unchecked, so twirl these out with a stick or use a net to scoop
them out. Leave weeds and algae on the side of the pond overnight, so that larger
creatures can return to the water. Check on any wildlife ramps to make sure they are
still in place as they are important in ponds where the sides are steep to ensure wildlife
can get safely out of the water.

Happy Gardening



St Mary’s School News

The sun has finally come out to play and we've had a great
June at St. Marys!

Since our last instalment, we celebrated Outdoor Classroom

Day. This was a fantastic opportunity for teachers to plan activities outside using our
beautiful grounds. As a special treat, Nell Lee, our Forest School Practitioner, led Outdoor
Classroom Day for Birch Class as they were unable to start our eagerly anticipated Forest
School provision due to Lockdown last year.

All of the children really enjoyed the different activities on offer during the day and we
managed to take some fantastic pictures which are proudly displayed on our website
(https://www.clophillstmarysschool.co.uk/Curriculum/Outdoor-Classroom-Day-20-05-21/).
We also managed to finally plant our special tree to commemorate HRH Prince Philip,

the Duke of Edinburgh. Children from Acorn and Oak helped to plant the Oak tree,

ably assisted by Jake the School Dog too (see the picture below!) Oak was chosen in
recognition of Prince Philip’s many years in the Royal Navy where the boats used to be
made of this wood. We now have a beautiful new place for children to sit and reflect.
After Half Term, we began by celebrating World Oceans Day, taking part in different
activities such as writing poems and completing oil spill activities to help us to understand
the importance of looking after our waterways.

We also thought about Healthy Eating week and took part in the ‘Eat Them to Defeat
Them’ campaign run by our catering suppliers, HCL, to encourage children to eat more
vegetables!

As we move through to the end of term, we will be looking at ways in which we can
celebrate Sports Day as well as (hopefully) hold Transition Day (where children move up
for the day to experience their new class and teachers for September) and also say a
suitable ‘good-bye’ to our Year 4s leaving for Middle School. Obviously, we have to be
mindful of Covid.19 restrictions when organising all of these events and I'm sure we will
have to make use of technology once again in order to involve our parents/carers in some
of these occasions!

Please regularly check out our Website - https:/Awww.clophillstmarysschool.co.uk/ and
Facebook page - https:./Awww.facebook.com/clophillstmarysschool for more news and
information about our wonderful school.

Jake (the school dog)

ITemmreEy Jake has continued his work around
] school! He has enjoyed hearing
children read and popping out

§ to visit them at lunchtime and

§ breaktime. He is very good at

: . I’E e listening and helping children if they

& become a little sad or worried too!
He even found time to help us plant
our special tree for HRH Prince Philip!
What a fantastic asset to our school
he is!




Acorn Nursery News

As always, we've been extremely busy having lots of fun in

the sunshine and learning through play in Acorn Nursery!

The children have really enjoyed our ‘Down on the Farm’

topic this term. We have fully explored, investigated and

learnt about so many different aspects of how a farm

in the UK works. We've looked at animals that live on

the farm and their important role in the circle of life;

~ investigated buildings and what they are used for leading
to exploring maps, learnt about produce and how it gets

from being a seed to our dinner plates; contrasted current

farm vehicles to past vehicles and explored the impact of

the weather on the working life of a farm in the UK and

compared this with a farm in Asia.

Our termly topics provide a full and varied curriculum
for our children as well as invaluable starting points for
us to follow and build upon. The children always take
us wherever their imaginations go and this can lead

to anywhere - our Farm topic led to playing in Pirate
ships!

Being fully integrated into the main school, we also
participate in all the specially themed days and weeks.
This term they have included World Ocean day, Allergy
Awareness Week and Healthy Eating Week.

We currently have spaces available in September 2021
and accept 30 hours free childcare funding. If you are
interested in our first class Nursery offering, please
contact Mrs Hayes at nursery@clophillstmarysschool.
co.uk or call 01525 860206 and press 2 for the
Nursery.

Our Value for July is Fﬂlth

Faith is the complete trust or confidence in someone or something.

At school, we will explore the Christian faith and also the faith of people from other
major religions. We will also discuss people we can put faith in and even how we should
have faith in ourselves! At this time, we have lots of children moving onto new schools
or new classes and we will encourage them to consider how faith can help them to use
the knowledge and wisdom they have developed through learning about values at St.
Mary’s, to give them the confidence and courage they need to face new challenges and
experiences.

At home, you can also consider who you put your faith in as a family — is it each other,
other family members or friends? You can discuss the reason you can put your faith in
these people too. If you are a family of religious faith, you could consider revisiting this
faith together — discussing how your religious faith helps you throughout life.
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Clephill Preschegl news

Hi everyone,

It's been a lovely sunny June; the glade and
allotment have really taken off and look
fabulous as they flourish. Work has started
on our Community Allotment; we have
bought pallet collars to make the raised
beds using money from the Happy Bags
clothing collection. Thank you to those

of you who donated items, though the
company has halved the kg price due to
Covid we still raised a respectable £143 so
thank you.

We put our allotment idea to the Parish
Council who were very supportive of our
plans, so thank you to them, and we have
put in a request for some funding for
materials to set up the allotment with a
council grant scheme.

5 -‘_. S 1%

We have initially asked our parents for help
getting the allotment set up and many have
kindly offered their assistance including one
parent, a landscape architect, who has offered
to design the layout for us. We are just starting
to contact other village groups and businesses
to see if they would like to support us, if you
would like to lend a hand, please do get in
touch, everyone is welcome.

We have had teachers visiting us at preschool
from some of the 12 schools our children are
going to in September, it's great to welcome
them in and be able to have proper discussions
about the children and allow them to see them
playing first-hand.It also gives the children a
chance to meet them so that when they go to
their new schools, they can instantly make that
connection. To assist further with the transition
the children have each been given a treasure box which they have decorated, they can
put anything in it, from photos to favourite pebbles, all little reminders of their time at
preschool and an important way to hold those memories and carry them forward so they
can revisit them in their own time.




As we near the end of another preschool year we have
been asking our children what they like best about
preschool and what they would like to add to it if they
could. Answers about their likes ranged from camping,
playing in the wood chip pile, the mud kitchen, climbing
the big tyres, the swing and splashing in muddy puddles
to playing and having fun with new friends, Friday

fires and the (slightly burnt) s'mores, the chickens and
‘Everything! They love animals, | love animals!’

Most children said there wasn’t anything else they wanted £
adding but we did get requests for a fire engine, some

lawn mowers and a paddling pool, we hope to be able
to get some of these in for the children though we may
struggle with the request for a unicorn...

Much of our added value and rich resource comes from the people in our preschool
community; Katie has been dancing outside with the children this term, Julie has brought
in her old Singer sewing machine for the Friday bunch to help them make their own fabric
creations. We also have some very thoughtful friends of preschool in our community,
thank you to Stella for bringing us up a vacated birds nest she found for the children to
explore. Kate has also been up to chat about ideas for the allotment and ways to engage
the children further in the wonders of plants and their uses.

We really appreciate our community and while we are all frustrated by the delay in the
final lifting of restrictions, we are so pleased that we are starting to get people up to
preschool, to meet face to face, albeit socially distanced, to chat, network, engage. The
future is definitely looking brighter.

Imogen, Chris and the team

www.clophillpreschool.co.uk  clophillpreschool@gmail.com




Clophill Village Hall
Annual Report

Summary of 2020-2021

The year-ending May 2021 has followed the trend reported at the last AGM. That is the devastating
impact that the Covid-19 pandemic has had on the operation of the Village Hall, and naturally it's
wider impact on society at large.

The hall has remained all but ‘closed for business’ for the trading year under review, with the
exception of the Pre School which has been permitted to continue to support the young children of
the village and surrounding areas.

The Committee have put in place a range of cost saving measures in order to protect its finances,
which whilst effective have proved to be insufficient in balancing the books. We are thankful that we
have been able to claim a number of Government grants which have helped us ironically present a
healthy set of accounts for this trading year. A couple of other grants from Tesco have enabled us to
purchase a full professional signage programme to support our Covid-19 policies and furthermore we
have been able to purchase four outside benches which are now sited on the patio.

Most recently we have seen the gradual return of hirers, notably Brownies and Toddlers. The bigger
impact will come when we can open up to proper social hire and the freedom to stage our own
fundraising social events.

We are already looking forward positively and further develop our facilities to retain our position as
one of the best village halls in the county.

e Specifically, we are looking to improve our heating facilities and are currently actively
considering the quote we have recently received to install a low carbon infrared heating
system.

e Furthermore, we have employed the services of an architect to draw up plans for the
erection of an extension to the hall which would be built on the site of the existing patio. This
is likely to cost circa £100,000 so it would need a substantial fundraising effort to actually
make this happen.

We will pursue the above initiatives against a theme of making us not only the most attractive venue
in the county, but also the most environmentally friendly.

We are also involved in an initiative to support the mental health of village residents by teaming up
with the Pre School to develop a community allotment adjacent to the hall which could provide a
place where adults could actively support the creation of a fully accessible allotment and grow
vegetables and flowers, or maybe simply use it as a place to sit quietly.

We look forward to better times in 2021 and a positive move to ‘normal times’ in the announcement
from the Government in July.

Finally, | would like to thank the Management Committee for sticking with us throughout these
surreal times when it would have been very easy to lose interest in the continued operation of the
Village Hall.

Steve Langhorn
Chair
Clophill Village Hall Management Committee




Gt Mary’s Church. Clophill

Gcarecrow !
Festival

18" 429" Ceptember 2021

Saturday 10am - ¢ pm

Sunday 12ho0on — ¢pm
Lunches and teas in St Mary’s Church

Programmes with Voting forms and maps available from

The Green, Methodist Church and Gt Mary's Church £¢

Anh event for all the Community

Entry forms available from :- outside the Church Porch

Or contact Carolyn 01462 815433 or Julie 01525 860497
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Explore Greensand Country ...

Discover Greensand Country — Part 1 Country
Greensand Country is a very diverse and special area. This area that
you live in, is an oasis of peace and tranquillity that stretches from Leighton Buzzard to
Gamlingay. The rolling countryside, breath-taking views and geology really make the area
unique.

As there are so many stunning aspects to Greensand Country, we felt that it would be
good to explore three elements with you, to show you what makes Greensand Country
so distinct.

Geology

This is an important place to start as the geology defines the nature and the landscape of
Greensand Country. The area is famous for its patchwork of different habitats, including
woodland, heathland (heather and acidic grassland), wetland, acid grassland, farmland
and rivers.

Approximately 125 million years ago, the area we now know as Greensand Country was
dominated by tropical shallow seas. Sediments of sandy minerals were deposited as silt,
sand and gravel, which eventually became compressed into the Greensand rocks.

Because the Greensand is a more resistant rock, it was not eroded as quickly as the softer
clays surrounding it, leaving a ridge as a prominent feature in the landscape. Today,

the ridge forms the ‘backbone’ of Greensand Country — it is the area’s most prominent
landmark, home to diverse habitats, abundant wildlife and enjoyed year-round by walkers,
cyclists and horse-riders.

You can actually study the different types of rocks across the area and find out which ones
you actually live on! To find out more go to www.bedfordshiregeologygroup.org.uk or
www.greensandcountry.com.

Heritage

There are numerous historical sites and heritage centres in the area. The Ridgmont Station
Heritage Centre contains a collection of railway artefacts, whilst the Woburn Heritage
Centre is a museum of local history. There are many parish churches, predominantly built
of the local sandstone and notable buildings such as Ailesbury Mausoleum, situated in the
churchyard of St Mary’s Church, Maulden and believed to be the earliest mausoleum in
England and St Mary’'s Old Church in Clophill originating from Saxon times.

Nearly all of Bedfordshire’s Grade | listed manor houses are located within Greensand
Country, including Woburn Abbey, Haynes Park, Moggerhanger Park, Southill Park, Wrest
Park, Warden Abbey and the ruins of Houghton House. Grade Il listed manor houses
include Ampthill Park, Shuttleworth Mansion House, Segenhoe Manor, Flitwick Manor,
Heath Manor, Crawley House, Hazells Hall and Aspley House. Many of these estates boast
extensive historic parklands, which are characteristic of Greensand Country and offer
space for visitors to roam amidst stunning scenery. So there is plenty to explore.

Nature and Wildlife

Greensand Country is alive with diverse and wonderful wildlife. Key species include

the Adder and Common Lizard on the dry heaths at Stockgrove and Rushmere; Otter
and Kingfisher on the Flit river; and Purple Emperor, White Letter Hairstreak and White
Admiral butterflies in the woods at Chicksands and Kings Wood. On the heathland and
acid grasslands look out for Slow Worms and Common Lizards, Sand Wasps, Digger
Wasps and Green Tiger Beetles.
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In the east of Greensand Country is the RSPB The Lodge nature reserve and gardens,
where you'll find an abundance of birds, amongst them star species such as Great
Spotted Woodpecker, Hobby and Nuthatch. The wet meadows of the Riddy are one of
the few remaining places in Bedfordshire where you can find Water Voles. Meanwhile,
you can spot Buzzards and Red Kites soaring in the skies right across Greensand Country,
searching for food.

Many of these species have been encouraged back into the area over the years thanks to
the Greensand Country Landscape partnership. This was formed back in January 2017,
as a National Lottery Heritage Funded Programme, which was established to deliver up to
90 projects that would help raise awareness of the heritage value of the landscape and
reverse the gradual decline of its distinct character. 24 partners have worked together to
make the projects a success. They include Central Bedfordshire Council, The Greensand
Trust, Sustrans, The British Horse Society and the Bedfordshire Geology Group; to name
but a few.

To find out more about this amazing area please go to www.greensandcountry.com.

P

Bedfordshire

s Cambridgeshire
!l'{Finghng Northamptonshire

Wednesday 14" July

Flitwick Moor & Folly Wood Nature Reserve
6.45pm for a 7.00pm start (Flitwick, off Maulden Road, TL 046 354)

An invertebrate walk* with Colin Carpenter

Colin will guide us through the ever-magical Moor. The cool temperatures in
spring have affected our invertebrate friends. With the warmer days, the
population will hopefully have bounced back. Come and see.

*£3 per adult

We very much look forward to seeing you!

Open to all. Events have group size limits. Please reserve.
To book places or for additional information please email
flitvale.info@gmail.com or
ring Ann on 075801 78889 between 6 and 8 pm or at weekends.

The Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire
Registered charity number: 1000412

www.wildlifebcn.org

Flit Vale Local Group

www.flitvale.org.uk




St Mary’s Church News

There are 2 very positive items of news this month. Firstly, if you
have passed the church, you may have noticed the scaffolding,
which was due to go up on July 5th to replace the guttering,
do some roof repairs and to fix the clock. Thanks to 2 years of fundraising and many
applications for grants, we have enough to cover the cost of this work. However, we have
to start all over again to raise the necessary funds for the repointing project.

Secondly, we now have confirmation that we shall soon be in a new benefice with
Maulden, and the Revd. Canon Lynda Klimas will be installed as our Rector later this
summer. She wants to make herself known to the village as soon as possible.

Other news — The Bishop of St. Alban’s, the Right Revd. Alan Smith, will be taking our
service on July 25th, and this will mark the ending of our formal association with Campton
and Haynes, but not our friendship with the people we have come to know and love.

ol S

i
Clophill'Parish.Council____|

Are you interested in issues that affect where you live?
Do you want to influence decisions made on Clophill related matters?
Want to comment on planning applications / proposed developments?
Maybe you want to change something or want to see things done differently?

The best thing to do is get involved to influence decisions you may not otherwise like

Clophill Parish Council represents the needs and concerns of all age groups in the community and is
the first tier of local government. It is responsible for a range of local matters that directly affect
Clophill residents. At present there are 7 councillors and Clophill should have 10.

Full details of what Councillors do can be found here https://clophill-pc.gov.uk/our-parish-
council/what-we-do/. Broadly the council is a statutory consultee on planning, highways, rights of
way, transport & traffic, community safety, housing and administers parish land and allotments,
street lighting, the war memorial, seats and shelters etc.

No experience is necessary and fully paid training is available. You will require internet access and
your own transport to meetings. You need to be a Clophill resident of own land or a business in
Clophill to be eligible.

The best way to find out what it’s like to be a parish councillor is to talk to someone who's doing it
now. Steve Rodell the current Chair would welcome an informal chat. Or come along to a Parish
Council meeting to see what happens.

Contact in confidence: Steve Rodell, Chairman, Clophill Parish Council
steve.rodell@clophill-pc.gov.uk. or call on 07738 182407.
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Locally Based Part Time Job — Flexible Hours

Parish Clerk (and Responsible Financial Officer)

Clophill Parish Council seeks a highly motivated and enthusiastic person to be Clerk to the Council
and Responsible Finance Officer. The successful candidate will be paid for approx 12 hours per week
but this may vary depending on meetings and workload.

The role of Clerk is to ensure that the Council conducts its business properly and to provide
independent, objective and professional advice and support. They are the key point of contact with
all contractors, suppliers, residents of the village and have a vital role in Council meetings.

The successful candidate will need to possess great communication skills and the ability to prioritise
their own work with minimal input day to day from the Parish Council. It is expected that the Clerk
will maintain accurate records for the Parish Council, attend meetings as determined by the Council
to give appropriate guidance to councillors where required.

Salary is based around a national pay scale based itself on experience and qualification. (Further
details on request).

Duties include:
e Acting as advisor to the Council, preparation of meeting agendas and meeting minutes
e Compilation and distribution of correspondence using relevant systems
* Attending meetings
e Responsibility for filing, preparation of budget estimates
e Production of annual accounts of the Parish Council
* Completion of statutory returns as required
* Manage the website content using CMS.

Experience and Skills Required
e Applicant to hold or consider working towards a Certificate in Local Administration (CiLCA)
*  Working knowledge of local government is preferred but can be gained
e Experience of Attending Parish Council meetings would be beneficial
e Use of Microsoft Office applications including Word, Excel, PowerPoint and Publisher
* Possess a high degree of literacy and numeracy coupled with excellent organisational skills
e CMS and HTML knowledge.

This is a home-based role with meetings at various locations and you will require internet access and
your own transport to meetings. It is preferable that you are based in or near Clophill.

Please send a CV with a short covering note and your full contact details in confidence to:
Steve Rodell, Chairman, Clophill Parish Council. steve.rodell@clophill-pc.gov.uk.
If you wish to discuss the role at all, please call Steve on 07738 182407.
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Clophill’s Serving Survivors of WW1

By Sue Pearson

Continuing our series in celebration of Clophill’s brave men who fought in
and survived the First World war...

Sidney Matthews lived on the High Street and was a Private in the Army Pay Corps.
He was born in Clophill in 1891 and in 1911 lived at “Cross Tree” (now No. 87) High
Street, Clophill with his parents, Thomas & Emily and his 4 siblings. He worked from
home as an agent for the Refuge Assurance company. His father was a thatcher. He
married May Martin in 1912.

Francis Eden Meade was a Captain in the Royal Engineers (Signals) and lived on Back
Street in 1918. He had been born in Richmond in 1886, married Muriel Lines in 1909
when he worked as an Electrical Engineer. He died in 1969, his connection to the village
appears to have been brief.

Arthur Middleton lived on Back Street and was a Private in the 4th Bedfordshires.
Arthur was the son of Martha and Joseph (a Coal Merchant,) born in Clophill in 1896.
In 1911 his parents had moved to Ampthill and Arthur was living with and assisting in
his Grandfather — Isaac Woodcraft's business of Market Gardner in Back Street. Arthur
married Mabel Emerton and had 2 children. He died in Canada in 1951.

Ernest Trevor Mitchell — born in 1879, lived on the High Street and served as Engine
Room Artificer in the Royal Navy on H.M.S. Boadicea, a scout cruiser converted to a
minelayer in 1917. In 1921 Ernest was stationed at Chatham Barracks. He married
Bertha Fennemore locally in 1920. By 1924 they had moved to Pulloxhill. He worked as
a butcher’s salesman in 1939 and then lived with his wife and son in Lambeth. He died
in Middlesex in 1962.

Henry Victor Negus

Henry (also known as Harry) was born in
1897 in Flitton. In the 1911 census he was
shown as living in Back Street, Clophill as
a scholar with his aunt, Charlotte Mary
Willmore, a widow and also her son Ernest
John, an agricultural labourer. He joined
the Royal Artillery on 26.10.15 and gave
his age as 19 years and 3 months (he
was 1 year younger). He was 5’ 4" tall.
By that time, he was living with his now
~ married mother in Clitheroe and joined up
~ in Preston. Harry was a driver and gunner
~ serving in France. He was hospitalised
| while in the army with tonsillitis and
- de-mobbed in 1920. He married Ada
. Chambers in 1924, both worked in the
| Cotton Mills. Harry died in Lancashire 4th
| April 1993 aged 95.




Edward Norris was a Private in the Army Service Corps and lived on the High Street
from at least 1918 to 1923. He was born in 1877 in Marylebone. However, he was an
unmarried shop porter, living in Paddington when he enlisted in 1915 (and only 4" 11").
He was demobbed in 1919. His mother was called Louisa Amelia and his father James.

Percy James Northwood was born in Clophill in 1896 and was the son of James

and Eliza. In 1911 their address was given as The Strand and Percy worked, at the age
of 15 as a Farm Labourer. He was a Private in the 3rd Bedfordshire Regiment and the
Hertfordshire Regiment. He joined in March 1916 and in the following December was
drafted to France. He took part in the Battles of Attas, Ypres Ill, Passchendaele and
Cambrai. He was wounded in the Retreat of 1918. He was later gassed and returned to
England, being demobilised in August 1919. His service record isn't without blemish, he
was admonished and fined 3 days pay for breaking out of camp and going AWOL for
over 8 days. He married Emily Fossey locally in 1923. His address continued to be given
as The Strand until 1929 when it became 29 Mill Lane, an address he lived at until his
death in 1953.

What's on in and around Clophill

a WA Sunday 12th
& Harvest Festival, Methodist Church, 10:30am..

a @A Saturday and Sunday 18/19th
v ‘E Scarecrow Festival, St Mary’s Church See poster and letter in this issue.

On throughout the month... CHURCH SERVICES
Tuesdays... in term time Regular services at St Mary's Church, Clophill

" - 1st Sunday 10.45am, Family Praise
e Clophill Preschool, Stay and Play sessions . .
20.10. 2nd & 4th Sundays  10.45am, Parish Communion
on Tuesdays 9:30-10:30am and Thursdays 3rd Sunday 10.45am, Morning Praise

1-2pm, at the Village Hall. See ‘Village
Groups' for contact details.

Fridays...
X welcome to attend.
* Clophill Toddler Group, 10am-11.30am, Please contact our churchwarden Steve

Village Hall. See ‘Village Groups’ for contact Grylls on 01525 860076/07733 321 390

details. : :
. . . or by email stevegrylls24@gmail.com to let
Regular services at Clophill Methodist him know you will be coming along and

Church :
. we can make sure that enough socially
Weekly Worship at the Church has distanced seating is available.

returned, at 10:30am.
If you have any diary dates that you would like included on this page,

Sunday morning services are now resumed
at St Mary’s Church and everyone is

please email clophillspotlight1@hotmail.co.uk




Clophill Heritage Trust

After what has felt like a very long closure,
we are thrilled to have our Hive Studio open
for hire again. This lovely space is ideal for
classes (yoga, Pilates, meditation), meetings,
club get-togethers, children’s parties or team
days. It has its own decked area, kitchenette
and access to a toilet — we can also provide
refreshments, catered lunches and team
building activities such as bush skills or
tower tours of old St Mary’s church. For availability or to arrange a tour please call 07935
911207 or info@ClophillEcoLodges.co.uk.

We have received calls from a few parents of students taking part in the Duke of
Edinburgh Award who are looking for volunteer placements — we have spaces available
on a Saturday morning for outdoor volunteers. Its an interesting mixture of work that
involves gardening & plant maintenance, site maintenance, marketing, ice cream

sales and lots more! If you, or someone you know, is interested in joining our team of
volunteers please call on 07935 911207 or email info@ClophillEcoLodges.co.uk.

A reminder if you have family coming to stay, or would like a break with some friends,
that we do have some mid-week availability left for the summer holidays. Full site hire
can sleep up to 18 people across 4 accommodation lodges plus exclusive use of the Nest
Lounge / Dining area and kitchen — call or email us for availability or check our website
www.clophillecolodges.co.uk.

Countryside Projects

Dear Fellow Residents,

| have been involved with caring for our green spaces for some years now, e.g. The Green,
Readshill county wildlife site, the playing fields, Pine Hill/The Clump and also Clophill
public footpaths.

| am looking for volunteers in the near future to assist with others. The first is to provide
additional plots for allotments alongside those currently in use behind Townshott. This
involves clearance and removal of scrub and is best done in the autumn to avoid wildlife
breeding seasons. | am aware that many residents would like to volunteer but are unable
to do so during the working week so | propose working on one or two Saturdays in
October. If you are interested in helping, please get in touch and | can give you more
details.

There may also be a second project in which you can get involved. The Greensand Trust
has secured funding to plant many thousands of trees at The Lakes. Trees are normally
planted in winter when they are dormant so it is to be hoped that the final legalities for
the transfer of the site to the G.S.T. will have been completed by then. Again, if you are
interested in volunteering, let me know and I will pass on details when | have them.

| look forward to hearing from you.
Contact details are: Jane Breed 01525 860834 janebreed@hotmail.com
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Please enter St Mary’s Church. Clophill

CCareCrow

Festival
18" ¢ 19" Ceptember 2021

We are sure you are aware that we are holding another Scarecrow Festival in Clophill
again this year. We would like many people, neighbourhoods and organisations to be
involved. We would love everyone to consider making and exhibiting a Scarecrow for the fun
and enjoyment of all the visitors. The theme this year is HEROS. He, she or they can be in

any pose - standing, sitting, climbing or even lying!

Scarecrows can be quite simple to make. Some tights ar old clothes filled with straw,
a head and then dressed in appropriate clothes.

Scarecrows need to be placed where they can be viewed by the public. They can be
put in public places around the Village eg. on The Green, on grass verges and entrances to
cul-de-sacs. There is plenty of room in the Church grounds for large exhibits or if you don't
have room to accommodate your friend at home!

This will be a fun event and so we hope that we can have your support. The
arrangements will be similar to the previous very successful Festivals. Programmes will be
sold at various sites around the Village including a list of entries and a location map.
Refreshments will be served in St Mary’s Church and the public will vote for their favourite
character in each category. Prizes will be awarded and presented at 4pm on Sunday 24" in
the Church. All profits will be towards maintaining the Church for the community.

Entry forms available from: Qutside the Church Porch

Or contact Carolyn 01462 815433 Or Julie 01525 860497




Reflections - Clophill in July 1975

A series looking back at previous issues of Spotlight and Clophill Village life

By Julie Benson

Mike and | moved into the village in November 1974 - doesn't time just fly when you are
in a good place! In those days, ‘Spotlight” was called ‘Outlook’. The articles were typed
up onto ‘skins’ (those of a certain age will know what these were) by willing volunteers.
These ‘skins’ were then put on the inked roller of a Roneo machine — and by turning a
handle on the side of the machine - and, depending on how many times you turned the
handle - the same number of copies would be made. It's the manual predecessor of the
photocopier | suppose.

; Anyway, the magazine, ‘Clophill’s Own Independent
Publication’, was edited by Barry Inskip, and was the
-~ operator of said Roneo machine, which, at the time
0 lltl 00k was housed in the church. Along with volunteers
- he collated the pages (usually 18 sides, plus cover),
ncemeing et e sy remenins s i 1o Stapled them together and the resulting copies of the

magazine were distributed around the village to those
¥ who paid their 5p for one.

CLOPHILL'S OWN INDEPENDENT PUBLICATION Vel. 9 Ne. 6

I

| know that there must be earlier copies, but the first
one we have is from July 1975 and | thought that

it might be of interest to see what was going on in
the village forty-six years ago. Its cover is that of Mill
House, now long gone. (N.B. there are unnecessary
brown marks on it — they look like watermarks to
me, could be coffee — but | don't know how they got

DATELINE: JULY 75 PRICE: FIVE PENCE there )

However, when this cover is lifted, there is a wonderful wealth of history to read inside.
The Parish Councillors, all sadly no longer with us, debated, among other matters, the

A6 roundabout, (yet to be constructed); names for the Warden Housing Scheme — (now
Beverley Court); the water supply to the playing field — (no longer there due to vandalism)
and plans to do with the Old Church (still there, safe and much beautified). | wonder if
those Councillors would ever have thought of Eco Lodges?

Then there is a wonderful report of the Village Fete, held on Saturday 21st June when

the R.A.F. band from Henlow lead the procession down the High Street to the playing
field where there was an age group related fancy dress competition. It seems that Justine
Hudson, lan Boustead and Nicole Fox were under 5 at the time and Katie Boustead, Carol
Jeffcoate, James Lawrence and Juliet Gordon were between 5 and 9. | admit that | recall
those as being names on the register at St. Mary’s School! There was a baby show where
Jonathan Bird, ltalia Vosper, Stuart Armitage, Paul Lucock, Rachel Herbert, Matthew Porter,
Sarah Carr, lvan Armstrong and Karl Richards won prizes in their age groups. | recall most
of those names too! The dog show was well attended in which a Cocker Spaniel, a Sheltie
and a Labrador won prizes for having the "Waggiest Tail’! There were umpteen prize-
winners in other competitions- golf, darts, netball shooting — Olga Page won that - she was
a classroom assistant at the school for years - and Amanda Telford won a prize for playing
marbles! It sounds as if it was a really great village and around event.

18



Back in 1975, there was a thriving Women'’s Institute and at the 17th June meeting the
ladies heard that £40 for W.I. funds had been raised at a coffee evening and china stall.
“Mrs Tuffnell reported on the Cheshire Home visit by a group of members who had
intended to do personal sewing for the patients, but found themselves confronted by an
enormous pile of sheets to mend! The matron was very grateful for their hard work.” The
ladies also enjoyed a demonstration on rush work given by Mrs Staughton.

At that time a drama group was run by the ‘Wednesday group’ which also had afternoon
talks and in June, two airline hostesses “from a well-known airline company” gave a talk
to the fifteen attendees.

The PTA “decided to set up

a working group to repaint
the outside of the swimming
pool changing facilities.
Although these were now

the responsibility of the local
Education Authority, no
money is available this year.
Therefore the PT.A. felt that
their members could complete
the work quicker themselves.”
Some things never change!

Several future events both
sporting and social, were being
advertised too. Sir Douglas
Howard KCMG., MC gave

an invitation to a Garden

Party at Clophill House on

12th July when the guest of honour was Mr Steven Hastings MP and on Sunday 13th
July, the Methodist Church Sunday School invited “all parents and friends to join them

in a Family Service ......... The guest speaker will be Mrs Marion Roberts of Shefford”
she being the then headmistress of the school. There were announcements of three
forthcoming marriages, one of which was between Anne Peachey and Trevor Barker; a
list of forthcoming films in Bedford and Luton; an article on what to do if you get cramp;
a recipe for Australian Crunchie (coconut & cornflakes, not honeycomb); a plea from the
editor for promptness in submitting articles (nothing changed here); an advert from the
"Bedford Rowing Club who were presenting ‘The Kenny Kaye Roadshow’ at Clophill
Village Hall on Saturday 5th July.” Tickets available from the Flying Horse and the Green
Man — at a cost of 60p each!

Just as it is interesting, also perhaps sad, that some groups are no longer in existence in
the village, it's good to know though that the PTA BBQ and firework evening was being
advertised early through the typed pages of ‘Outlook’ Vol 9 no.6!



New Treasurer wanted
for your local village magazine

After many years, Richard is stepping down from his role as Treasurer
for Spotlight, so we are looking for someone to take over.
This mainly involves the paying of invoices, and keeping the accounts
and finances in order.

Can you help?

For more information please contact Elaine on
07918 975823 or editorial@clophillspotlight.co.uk

LOVE YOUR 2

CAL NEWS ) >
LO! L WE YOUR <o
CALNEWS. .,

Spotlight relies on volunteers to keep going.
We are looking to fill this role with a face to face handover and
visit to the bank once things are opened up more,
so probably a July / August timeframe.

If you don’t want to lose your village magazine
- please think about whether you can help.
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122A, High Street

Q@Keech Clophil

hospice care MK45 4B)

Dear Spotlight Reader,

| am writing to introduce myself in the hope that you will be kind enough to sponsor my current
fundraising project, which is in aid of Keech Hospice Care (Charity no; DN 10974).
All the money raised will go towards the support of children with life-limiting conditions with the
aim of giving them the best quality of life possible.
None of my work would be possible without your help, so if you are able to support me with
a donation (cheques made payable to Keech Hospice Care) or cash, that would be wonderful.
Please either pop your envelope through my door at the above address, or you can send it
through the post.
Thank you for your understanding and support

Cora Sheppard

PS. I am holding a fundraising garage sale on Saturday, 24th July if you would like to pop along

Clophill Methodist Church News

The church is now holding weekly services fully compliant with Covid regulations each
Sunday at 10:30 am. It is wonderful to be worshipping together again.

Take out an annual ad
CLOPHILL

" SPCTLGHT

Black & White per year

One-sixth £58 H31xW126mm
One-quarter £75 H92 x W61mm

One-third £88 H61 x W126mm
Half page £123  H92 x W126mm

Please email our Advertising Manager Emma Frost

ads@clophillspotlight.co.uk




Useful numbers

Gas (Emergency)

0800 111999

Electricity (Emergency) 0800 7838838
Emergency Fire/Police/Ambulance 999
Water/Sewage (Anglian Water) 0845 7145145
Telephone (Customer Services) 150  (Faults) 151
Highways Department (Central Bedfordshire Council) 0300 3008049
Benefits Agency (Bedford office) 01234 361500
Registrar’s Office (Births/deaths/marriages) 0300 3008089
Rail (Enquiries) 0845 7484950
Buses 01234 262151 (Link A Ride) 01525 840511  (Flittabus) 01582 406561
Luton Airport 01582 405100
Swimming (Flitwick) 01525 717744 (Robinson Pool) 01234 212479
LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Central Beds Offices (Chicksands) 0300 300 8000
Mid-Beds MP Nadine Dorries 01462 811992
Central Bedfordshire Councillors Michael Blair 01525 404513

Paul Duckett

Clophill Parish Council (Clerk) James Stirling  clerk@clophill-pc.gov.uk

07988 184061
01462 887226

HOSPITALS
Bedford (North & South) 01234 355122  Admissions 01234 261150
Appointments 01234 359012
Luton & Dunstable 0845 1270127
DOCTOR’S CLINICS
Ampthill (Houghton Close) 01525 300898  (Qliver Street) 01525 631395
(Greensands) 01525 631390
Shefford Enquiries 01462 818620  Appointments 01462 810034
Barton 01582 528700 Flitwick 01525 715300
POLICE Non Emergency 101
County Police HQ 01234 841212
Ampthill Station 101

CHURCHES
St Mary'’s Parish Church
(Church Warden) Mrs Rosemary llett

RECTORS POST VACANT
mandrilett@gmail.com 01525 860274

Mr Steve Grylls  stevegrylls24@gmail.com 01525 860076

St Francis RC Church, Shefford
Clophill Methodist Church
Baptist Churches

Jim Davies

01462 813436
01525 860829

(Maulden) lan Crawford 01525 634325

(Shefford) Hazel Arnold 01462 812564

SCHOOLS

Clophill St Mary's C of E Lower School & Nursery (Headteacher Mrs K Bingley)

Harlington Upper School, Harlington

Preschool clophillpreschool@gmail.com

Redborne Upper School, Ampthill

Robert Bloomfield Middle School, Shefford
22

01525 860206
01525 755100

(Chris) 07936 006381 or (Imogen) 07765 887868

01525 404462
01462 628800



Village groups
Beverley Court

Brownies

Clophill Community Care

Clophill Heritage Trust

Clophill Preschool

Clophill St Mary’s C of E Lower School & Nursery
Clophill Toddler Group

Clophill United Charities

Conservation Group

Flower Club

Friends of the Cheshire Home

Funzone After School Club

Indoor Carpet Bowls

Messy Church

Friends of St Mary’s (FOSM)
Scouts and Cubs

Tea and Chat
Village Hall Booking Secretary

860920

https://enquiryym.girlguiding.org.uk

Duty Contact 07791 773705
Ali Bradbury 07894 710001
Imogen 07765 887868
Chris 07936 006381
Emma Topliff 860206
Charlotte Messer 07538 150058
Richard Pearson 861110
Brian Adams 862297
Gillian Hill 860539
Sue Pearson 861110

07903 167493
Tony Meredith 860754
Victoria Higgins 07920 568861

victoriajhiggins@hotmail.co.uk

Mary Milne and Jenny Garnham

fosmclophill@gmail.com
www.scouts.org.uk/get-involved

Anita Errick

Marilyn Browning

860695
07821 643936

U
%
E.T. Accountancy Serviees

Experienced Chartered Accountant and
Chartered Tax adviser based in Clophill
providing a full range of accountancy
and taxation services to businesses
and private individuals.

To arrange a free initial consultation
please telephone me on 01525 590465
or email emma@et-accountancy.co.uk

Chartered Accountont and
Chartered Tox Adwiser

Emma Thoulass FCA CTA
oo www.et-accountancy.co.uk
01525 590465

Q SJtaxw

Taxation and Accounting Services

Professional friendly
accountancy services

Fully qualified,
Free initial consultation,
competitive fees
Sole traders, Ltd companies,
bookkeeping, payroll,
CIS, VAT & Tax.

sally@sjtax.co.uk
01234 831997
07899 808592
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JK Garden

Painter and Decorator

Call chris: 07950714579 § and Landscape

Services Ltd

" do you want your

home brightening up? ‘_.;L We offer.. _“‘
-—— e —

allinterior & exterior work full landscaping service
no job too small! fgﬁé’;‘;
free no obligation quote decking
new lawns
25 years experience driveways
& fully insured all garden maintenance

Contact us on 0791 2028254

facebook: @christopherthepainter or at jkgardening@hotmail.co.uk

email: chris.minihane@btinternet.com Yo ean also find us on Facebiook

. . TIMELESS FLUSH TIMBER
Klngs Windows ALTERNATIVE WINDOWS

as seen in The Old Compasses & The Stone Jug

aailable exclusively /wn

ff TIMELES‘S | ros o2

oooooooooooooo

Available in a r.ar?g.e of traditior.lal colours @ 01 582 882 800

Choose classic joints to look like wood
Stunning handle options www.kingswindows.co.uk
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TA& ASY
aching

Do you want to make a fundamental
difference to your life and don’t
know where to start?

My name is Lynn and | am a Life Coach.

| have extensive experience helping
with every aspect of life, e.g. support with
family issues, or your own financial,
emotional, or physical wellbeing.

Nail Technician
My most recent project has been supporting Gel. Manicure and Pedicure
young teenagers in their place of education. EZABELLIEHAMMON

CALGEl IZW Bl
Be the change in your life

and contact me for a free,
no obligation chat.

Tammy Kirby
Clophill, Bedfordshire, MK45 4AW
Tel : 07968379309

tammystalons@gmail.com

07557948644

01525860384

lynnclements87@gmail.com

I "m
3 7 ‘
Keeping your home as fresh as a Daisy (\ 3

T ——

Hypnotherapy...the Mindful Way

For help with: anxiety, stress, IBS, migraine mindful eating,
insomnia & many other conditions. For more information or
an initial consultation please contact Ann. Tel: 07791171980

Email: enquiries@pathwaysofmindfulness.co.uk
www.pathwaysofmindfulness.com
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ADAM IN YOUR GARDEN

TREE SURGERY, HEDGE TRIMMING,
TURFING, FENCE MAINTENANCE, 2~%
DECKING, PATIO CLEANING

Qualified, Fully Insured, Competitive Rates
Free Estimates

TEL: 01582 518954 MOB: 07828 490360

Web Site: www.adaminyourgarden.co.uk

ACCOUNTING SERVICES

Providing a Much Better service for Mid Beds since 2000

If you are Self-employed or a Small Business and require assistance with
Accounts, HMRC tax returns, VAT

we offer a total confidential service at competitive rates
Contact T: 01525 861087 M: 07714189994 E: mbaccounts@btinternet.com

Telephone A Free House
01525

860526 The Stone Iug BACK STREET, CLOPHILL

A Proper Pub for Proper People

A family run village ‘boozer’ serving up great value, quality lunches that will fill
you up without emptying your wallet! A pub is for 12 months of the year,
365 days and we're here for you on each and every one of them!
« 5 real ales, including 3 guest pumps that change frequently
(see our Facebook page for details)

» selection of wines and Prosecco by the glass — or even better, by the bottle
+ home-cooked lunches Tues-Sat, 12pm-2.30pm

REMEMBER OUR MOTTO
“A VISIT TO THE JUG IS BETTER THAN GOING TO A PUB"
CHEERS JOYCE, VIKKI & MARK
www.stonejug.co.uk www.facebook.com/thestonejugclophill
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USING PARABEN & SULPHATE FREE, I0O% YEGAN,
CRUELTY FREE PRODUCTS

A Cut Above Hairdressing
by Rachel

In the comfort of your own home
cutting & styling specialist

call or text : O789600918)
facebook: acutaboverachel

Salon experlenced
Fully insured
Fully qualified to Level 3 Standard.

 Warm Property

Heating & Plumbing Specialists

We are Maulden based, fully insured, British Gas
trained and with more than 15 years' experience.
We offer Free No Obligation Quotes & Advice.

| Boiler And Heating Installations
) Fires, Warm Air Units & Ovens

! Landlord Certificates

! Servicing And Repairs

ZWORCESTER
EBOSCH

Accredited Installer

07716 478794
01525 839342
www.warmprops.co.uk

[THE BLUECAT)]

LUXURY CATTERY

Tel: 01525 861416

www.thebluecat.net

Find us on Facebook @thebluecatcattery
or email us at enquiries@thebluecat.net

The Bluecat is a luxury cattery
set in the quiet area of Jacques Lane
in Clophill. With just 14 cat chalets,

we have time to fuss, pamper
and play with your cat to its heart’s
content whilst in our care.
Please call for further information.
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= Misty Double ..

@ Glazing? ©
KEEP YOUR WINDOW FRAMES...

.« WE JUST REPLACE THE GLASS!
* UPVC ¢ Aluminium * Or Wood

Because we replace just the glass the repair is a
Fraction of the cost of o complete replacement window.
BEFORE

mlstydoublegluzmgco.uk

QUALITY GLAZING SERVICES
01525 876808

WE ALSO REPLACE BROKEN...
* Glass * Handles * Hinges & Locks
AND REPAIR...Patio Doors & Conservatories!




THE SECRET OF
GREAT HAIR

The secret of great hair is a great haircut. By Kevin Reynolds
Have your hair done in the comfort of your own home.
Free consultations available.

Kevin ran his own salon in the West End of London until he
moved to Bedfordshire |5 years ago.Whether you're looking for
a re-style, a new colour, original hair ideas, something cutting

-edge or something familiar, you'll be safe in Kevin's hands. f

Call us now for an appointment

07970 467805

[kevinreynolds|

I—fmrkc)ty‘nsl
- reynoldskevin59@gmail.com

() 3 "Ei”’f"d “" G RERon

NICOLA RAYNER FITNESS ONLINE
Pilates, HIIT, Core Strength,
Legs, bums & tums, Zumba, Mobility

Over 150 online workouts plus live classes
to join - fitone@live.co.uk 07801 510988
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Do you want to buy food free from
single-use plastics? We provide all your
store cupboard essentials, packaged in
recyclable and compostable materials.

Sourced within a 25 mile radius by
ethical and like-minded people and
delivered direct to your door.

Areas covered: Ampthill, Maulden,
Flitwick, Clophill, Silsoe, Woburn,

Want to do Woburn Sands, Aspley Guise and
more for the surrounding villages.
environment?

Visit our website: www.rephils.co.uk
Or ring Phil: 07562 272572 to place an
order.

You order, we deliver
Free delivery for all orders over £10.00.

Welcome to Clophill St Mary’s

C of E Lower School and Nursery

A small, friendly, Voluntary Aided Church of England
Lower School, graded ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted, with
close links to the local community.

St. Mary’s is a Values based school taking children = ra
aged from 2 years 7 months to 9 years and providing Clopclgggloéfgmlﬁlry S

them with a framework for living, tightly woven into
the positive Christian ethos of the school. $

g"’ -2
B ﬁt\ae\g&”u.hf
NEW NURSERY BUILDING
OPEN NOW

'/r.ib

Breakfast and after school care for all ages.

Acorn Nursery

for preschool children aged 2 years 7 months
to 4 years with breakfast and after school
care available.

Providing 30 hours free childcare entitlement.

To arrange a visit, please call us 01525 860206
or email: generaladmin@ /nursery@clophillstmarysschool.co.uk

For more information visit: www.clophillstmarysschool.co.uk
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PROUD TO BE ILWARDEE
A5 ONEOFTHE

=2
SelectTravelHolidays

Home of Cruise Select
24 Mil S’rree’r Bedford

Launching Spring 2022, Am.’)mmdar C?‘Hl)(’ Lzrza new ship Ambience will offer a carqful[y curited
no-fly cruise programme from Tilbury, visiting 88 different ports on 33 sailings, and will focus on
delivering premiwm-value & classic eruising,

On. date from Jure 202/ -

2o the. firdl lo find out mo'e 65(

eling ok criide dnecialidld

(RS =, BOOK WITH CONFIDENCE
ABTA & ATOL protected

Professional Architectural design services provided for all types
of private residential building projects including extensions, loft/
garage conversions, garages and outbuildings through to new build
dwellings with all necessary council approvals obtained.

| DRSS

For free estimates and advice contact Steve
Coates on Flitwick 01525 862457 or 07960 215053,

stevecoates72(dgmail.com
| S&5 CoatesSilrveying & Design, Unit 4 The Courtyard,
r/o 13 High St. Clophill, MK45 4AB.
ﬂ facebook |

gx‘
éﬁ . ] mCBUIldE
Buioing  chartered building engineer m""r::l
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AL&GABBOTT

Funeral Directors

~ Established 1832 ~

WITHYOUWHEN IT MATTERS MOST

An independent family business continuing to provide a
caring & professional service to Bedford, Kempston & the
surrounding villages.

* 24 Hour Personal Service < Pre-Paid Funeral Plans
* Private Chapels of Rest = Green Burials
» Home Arrangements * Civil Services Available

» Bereavement Listening Service (Free to our families)

\—
TRADING
STANDARDS
APPROVED

T 01234 843222

www.abbott-funerals.co.uk support@abbott-funerals.co.uk
150 BEDFORD ROAD, KEMPSTON, BEDFORDSHIRE, MK42 8BH
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AIMS

Tim Kemp sarca
Top Barn Rectory Road
Steppingly MK45 5AT

TEL/FAX : 01525 717141
MOBILE : 07900 823 012
www.aims.co.uk

e-mail: timk@aims.co.uk

#® Professional service providing for
all your accounting and tax needs

# Practical advice based on 20 years
experience in running businesses

#® Personal approach with fixed fees
relevant to the work you need

¢ Friendly, local accountant support-
ing the community for over 20 years

Please call for a free, no-obligation initial meeting

ACCOUNTANTS FOR business

Hills-Howson Financial Services

Financial adviser appointments available in your home or our office

The Old Post Office
53 High Street
Clophill

Beds MK45 4BE

Tel: 01525 861803

www.hills-howson.co.uk

hills.howson@btconnect.com

Including:-
Investments

Pensions

Protection

Annuities
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Auction Sales & Valuations )

Valuation, collection and auction service
of individual items through to complete
property and commercial clearances.

Call for a free no obligation quote or
email info@peacockauction.co.uk

SALE ENTRIES NOW INVITED

Antique & Modern Furniture ® Clocks ® Books ® Ceramics & Glassware e Pictures & Prints @ Bicycles
Jewellery & Watches e Collectables ® Garage Tools & Equipment ® Household Electrical ltems e Office
Furniture & Equipment e Retail Products & Stock e Vehicles ¢ Horticultural & Commercial Equipment
Building Materials ® Garden Furniture & Effects

www.peacockauction.co.uk

W&H PEACOCI( il "E’\CO 7 | I EaStCO.tts Park,

— = — Wallis Way,
AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS 05618 Y
e . = ﬂVleW

Bedford,
MK42 0PE

01234 266366

THE COMPUTER MAN "‘”‘fl

Got a problem with your computer and don’t know what
to do? Suffering with a virus or spam?

Don’t hesitate! Ring your local computer expert

Remote repairs or home visits
(Day, evening & weekend)

Lap top/desk top loan
(Free pick up & drop off in local area)

Comprehensive health check from £35 (Special Offer £35 - normally £40)
Refurbished fl at screen available from £15 » Refurbished base units available from £99

Contact Stephen Amos o

07976 718567

the.computerman@ntiworid.com
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rincontuition - Spanish & Maths
r Expand your knowledge. Boost your confidence

Phone 01525 860743 - Mob 07952 667814

Exam techniques and preparation. Revision and practice
papers: SATs, 11+ and GCSEs

Spanish for business or pleasure, all levels. GCSE & A-levels
Skills development: conversation, reading and writing
Maths: Boost your confidence and abilities
KS1, KS2, KS3, SATs, 11+ and GCSE practice papers.
References available. Reasonable rates
Enquiries: 01525 860743 - 07952 667814
rincontuition@yahoo.com

o\ L17ZIE BROWN PET CARE
& HORSE GROOM SERVICES

DOG WALKING
PET POP-IN & FEEDING
PET/HOUSE SITTING
EQUINE GROOM*

(*BTEC Cert Equine Management)

Lizzie Brown 01525 862459 / 07500 989 700

Reliable friendly local service
Short notice available (no contract commitments)

Insured  Quality references available CRB checked*
*(Disclosure & Barring Service)
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Wet Cut £/9
Cut & Blow Dry £350
Colours start from £27

Special OAP rates

A look forwa

Monday 9.30-2.00 2
to welcoming you.

Tuesday 9.30-5.00
Wednesday 9.30-5.00
Thursday 9.30-8.00
Friday 9.30-8.00
Saturday 9.30-4.00

Ring now to book an
appointment.

a

Burgoine Business Centre, 117 Clophill [ 1, Maulden MK45 2AE

01525 861491 « Loads of free parking

o

Rob McLeod

Pruning Specialist

GARDEN DOCTOR

Professional, Local, Experienced

* All tree and hedge work undertaken
* High standard of work

* Waste material recycled for compost
* Free Quotations

* Local, reliable service you can trust

Tel: 07763 239340 or 01525 861568
email: rob@gardendoctor.org.uk

Hedging & Pruning

www.gardendoctor.org.uk Shrubs & Fruit Trees
Tree Surgery & Removal

Cali the Garden Doctor and bring Good Heaith to your Garden Fully certificated and insured
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AMPTHILL & FLITWICK PHYSIOTHERAPY CLINIC

Tel: 01525 720882
www.chartered-physiotherapy.co.uk
Info@anfphysio.co.uk

1 Kings Road Flitwick MK45 1ED

Helping you get back on track
We offer the very best hands-on physiotherapy treatment

Neck/ Back/ Shoulder/Knee pain
Headaches/Migraines/Sciatica
Arthritis and all joint pain
Whiplash/RSI/Osteoporosis/Sports injuries
Vertigo and dizziness/Posture training and ergonomics
Long Covid
WE ARE PROVIDERS FOR MOST INSURANCE COMPANIES

We also offer complementary treatments:
Acupuncture/Chinese medicine
Clinical Psychology/Deep Tissue Massage

&
T ey Flalc@caet
On the Green beside the Post Office every Friday, 3.30-7.30pm
We are your local mobile fish and chip van, we have been parked on the
green every Friday for the past 6 years. We serve only the highest
quality produce, cooked fresh to order and served to you by our friendly staff.
Why don’t you pop down and come and Try Our Fry!
To avoid waiting in the cold, give us a call to
place your order on: 07833 786108
A big thank you to all our customers who have loyally supported us over the
past couple of years.

Chapman & Kirby Heating

Gas, Plumbing & Heating Installations
Gas Safe Registered
Boiler Servicing & Maintenance

Call us now
el Tel: 01525 861255 Mob: 07831 132308

Email: info@chapmanandkirbyheating.co.uk
1C, Old Silsoe Road, Clophill, Beds., MK45 4AR
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N NEVILLE
FUNERALS

We take care of the details, so you can say
goodbye the way you want to.

NEVILLE. Because there is a difference.

AMPTHILL

The Old Church, Flitwick Road MK45 2NT
t: 01525 406132

e: ampthilldnevillefuneralservice.com

SHEFFORD

24 Clifton Road SG17 5AE

t: 01462 813258

e: shefford®nevillefuneralservice.com

www.nevillefuneralservice.com




From as little as

£15

per treatment

* B

HELP YOUR LAWN TO THRIVE, NOT JUST SURVIVE

Over the last 30 years our love for lawns has grown and grown (just like our grass!).

We combine our passion and enthusiasm with innovative technology as we continue

to revolutionise UK Lawn Care. Our groundbreaking 12-month Lawn Treatment
Programmes, keep your grass looking its best all year round, ensuring your lawn receives
the love and attention it deserves.

Let’s creafe the lawn we both (ove

Start your Lawn Care journey today: )
Call us on 01234 709345/01480 597432 GreenThumb @
email: bedfordi@greenthumb.co.uk visit: greenthumb.co.uk/bedford %N TREATMENT SERVICE

Baths, Toilets &
Showers
Sinks and Taps
Guttering
Leaks and Burst Pipes
Drainage
Handyman jobs also

Silsoe based
No call out fee — free estimates
Fully insured and guaranteed
No job too small
07720 723653 01525 864859
info@betaplumbing.co.uk
www.betaplumbing.co.uk

beta plumbing

TIM DOWNING

Washing Machines Dishwashers Dryers Electric Ovens
Repairs Servicing Sales

"o e 2

[0 0l - - —
Tel: Tim on Clophill 860148
@ oy Mobile:07969 545 276 © [:]

A local family business offering a quality service at a competitive price

A member of the White Goods Trade Association

Fully Insured Est. 1981

38




Paintaway

Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken ‘gg

Free estimates
07851176296
mjswainl@hotmail.com

No job too small

Professional service

Did you know there are free on-line
Fut u re training courses available at Future learn.

www. futurelearn.com The training is

free - you can stop go and pick up at a

Lea rn time convenient to the learner, modules
are bite-size and there is a lot of choice.

LOCAL AllIIY WIIEEl REFURBISHMENT

Tel:
01525

complete alloy wheel refurblshment yg 8 b o o b q

Alloy Wheel Repairs
Diamond Cut Alloy Wheels Repaired On Site
Powder Coat Primers & Lacuuers
Fast Turnaround Alloy Wheel Welding
Tyres At Competitive Prices
NEW for 2015 - 4 Wheel Alignment Service

www.mintalloys.co.vlk
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Root 'm Branch

Your Local Friendly & Reliable Gardener

All aspects of Garden Maintenance undertaken
* PRUNING * MOWING * WEEDING ¢ PLANTING ¢ HEDGING

Southfields, Shefford

email: whooley@hotmail.co.uk Tel: 07 7 7 1 537385

'
THE CONIFERS

—~—— CANINE HOTEL —

LUXURY

ACCOMMODATION 5

HOLKTICFOODSHOP ~—

01525 860339 www.the-conifers.co.uk

STUART DREW ELECTRICAL SERVICES

PART P CERTIFIED
MEMBER OF THE ECA
QUALIFIED TO 18™ EDITION

Consumer unit upgrades (fuse box). EV charging points. Additional lights and sockets.
Garden power. Electric showers fitted. Fault finding and electrical safety certification.
For a professional, courteous service with free estimates & all work guaranteed

29 Lincoln Way Fully qualified & insured Telephone
Harlington Over 30 years experience 01525 875965
Beds 07941 812662
LU5 BNG
"’" compu-Doc Call the Doc for -
= 3 o Hardware & software
L= " PC / laptop crisis ?

Diagnosis & treatment

01525-402227 john.stafford@compu-doc.co.uk
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BURGLAR ALARM

New Alarms Fitted or Upgrade Existing Alarms

BURGLAR ALARMS

We fit New Alarms - Wired or Wireless Systems
*We can service and maintain your existing alarm*

We fit high quality systems to maximise your security.
Access your CCTV via the internet or mobile.

DOOR ENTRY

We fit a range of quality video and audio intercoms

to suit your needs. become a

We are a family run business with over 35 years eyl
experience in home security and crime prevention. victim..

Contact:

secuniry svstems (01582 864138 / 07746 111520

For a free quote and consultation

www.maximumsecuritysystems.co.uk

DAVIDUJAMES B

WWW. DAV M S| T 5§ O KITCHEN & LIGHTING
.D 1D ME | HENS. UK
J SHOWROOM

5 MINUTES
FROM CLOPHILL

DESIGN
MANUFACTURE
ﬂ INSTALL

Pulloxhill
Business Park
Greenfield Rd

Bedford

MK45 5EU

o Nolelole

SAVE ££E -
OANESY Call 01525 72223
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www.pumpernickel-online.co.uk pump erniCkel

one stop shop for all your
health and fitness needs!

' 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

established over 30 years ago, we have

We probably stock the largest selection of: G ol

matters of complementary health

O_rgan_u: Nuts & Seeds, Dried Fruit, Honey_& Herbal Teas
Vitamins & Supplements & Herbal Remedies SOUND ADVICE AT A GREAT PRICE
Sports nutritional Products S >
Healthy Snacks

Aloe Vera Products

Gluten free/Diary Free/Sugar Free food

Aromatherapy oils & Eco Friendly Cosmetics
& Toiletries and much more...

At very Coupefitive prices

Mail Order now |

Many of Popular Products are 50% off Retail Price % | ]
/ -:‘:.‘ . | available please |
G PN L= [ O e | B N, contact us:
> NI e yiridian ouly £4.99 b
...and many more '
EST.
1989
o Suppliers of traditional and modern e Wall and floor tiles
equipment
e Accessories
* Working whirlpool & spa baths, power
& steam shower systems on display e Mirrors
« Over 40 settings on display e Bathroom furniture
e Complete installation service if * Heated towel rails
required
e Saunas

« Personal friendly service from a family
run business Bathroom cabinets

SHEFFORD 01462 627002

www.bathroomvogue.com
Unit 4A, Shefford Industrial Park, St Francis Way, Shefford SG17 5DZ
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Hire Clophill Village Hall

ke Y "

Birthdays & Special Occasions
Dances and Discos

Club & Community Meetings & Activities
Phone: 07821 643 936
Mail: Clophill.villagehall@gmail.com  Web: www.clophillvillagehall.co.uk

ROGER STOREY

YOUR LOCAL PAINTER AND DECORATOR
Friendly and Reliable Service
Many Years Experience

Please phone: 01525 861253 or 07800 777615

WINDOWS

9 SHEFFORD ROAD
CLOPHILL BEDS
MK45 4BT

NG'IN UPVC WINDOWS,
S , CONSERVATORIES,
DFFITS , GUTTERS AND
BLE FOR CARPENTRY
OO SMALL OR LARGE.

20 Years experience.
Free local quotes.

FENSA

Fensa Registered
FIVE YEAR GUARANTEE

Contact Andrew: 01525862804 / 07825017855
Email: abakerwindows@gmail.com
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/3, Mindfulnes

Based on gentle yoga and incorporating the principles of mindfulness, this class teaches how to use the breath
to stretch, move and relax.Held via Zoom so you can participate from the comfort of your own home:
Sunday at 10.00-11.00 am or Tuesday evenings 7-8pm £6/hour session
For more information or to book a place please contact Ann: 07791171980

...dclass for all

ann.okeeffe@btinternet.com

¢ Movement & Meditation

Love reading Spotlight?

Don't forget to mention us when you use a business

that advertises in this magazine!




Chimneys Swept

Wood and Multifuel Stove
Installation & Liners
Drice!

Great Sewice - Jreat

01525 860424 or 07858 688785
HETAS mark@poppinschimneys.co.uk

NO PRESSURE SALES - YOU DEAL WITH
THE OWNER FROM START TO FINISH

v’ A-rated windows as standard £
v Composite doors
v High security
v Bifolding doors
v’ Conservatories

v Fascias, soffits and guttering
v’ Insurance-backed guarantee
v Fensa certificate

Contact: ANDY WOOD

01582 536944 or 07796 272539
sales@awwindows.co.uk j- [
AW WINDOWS LTD
)

See reviews from satisfied customers at awwindows.co.uk



S0

We'll help your child to become an inventive
and creative learner. With access to a fantastic
outdoor area, our focus is on natural and
exploratory ‘play with a purpose’.

i Call us today to find

(0]51-lcll out more:
reartell 07765 887868 or

Provider 07936 006381

www.clophillpreschool.co.uk ﬁ

Collection
& Delivery

SERVICE AVAILABLE
Please ask

A r.

MOT’S CLASS 4/5L/7

CAR SERVICING & REPAIR
TYRES & EXHAUSTS

AIR CONDITIONING
DIAGNOSTIC CODE READING

UNIT F, AMPTHILL INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, STATION ROAD, AMPTHILL MK45 2Qy

Locally printed by Tj

it | Tel: 01234 907907 / 01525 300001. www.fidelityprint.co.uk



