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A word from the Editor...

Welcome to the April issue of Spotlight
Dear Reader,

| hope you all had a great Easter and enjoyed
the long weekend and the clocks going forward
at last!!

We have a packed issue this month..... As well
as our regular features and updates, we have
many posters for upcoming events in the next
few months; including a play on at Westoning /\
village hall, a talk about Thomas Earl de Grey of

Wrest Park, musical Friday afternoons in

Ampthill and our own Village Fete and Open

Gardens weekend. Hopefully something for

everyone.

Best wishes,
Elaine

The magazine staff

EDITOR Elaine Jones 07918 975823
editorial@clophillspotlight.co.uk

ADVERTISING MANAGER Angela Barker 01525 868685
ads@clophillspotlight.co.uk

DESIGN MANAGER Colin Watt

DISTRIBUTION MANAGER Toni Elston 07979 643047
Paul Leckie

TREASURER Jon Bates 07725 068828

You can also read Spotlight online

www.clophillspotlight.co.uk




Come into the Garden h

With Kate Gardner

It’s officially spring and hopefully March, with its wet weather,
will be replaced with some warmer and longer days. With the
weather warming so the plants really start moving, grass grows
strongly and the trees and shrubs spring back into vibrant green.

At this time of year, the lawn is actively growing and if you are looking to have a
strong healthy lawn, now is the best time to give it some tlc. My lawn has more
moss than grass so I'm going to be busy over the next few weeks with a rake
removing it. If you are looking to reinvigorate your lawn than these are three key
jobs that you should doing, scarifying (removing the thatch), spiking (improving
drainage and air to the roots), and top-dressing (improving soil quality and
adding a little feed).

Early April is really the last time that you can move, and plant evergreen trees
and shrubs provided the soil is not waterlogged. They are best moved or planted
once actively growing and when there is less risk of cold weather. Remember to
replant at the same depth that they were growing at, give them a good drink and
mulch the soil.

Mulching is generally used to save water, suppress weeds and improve the soil
around plants but it also gives your garden a neat, tidy appearance and can
reduce the amount of time spent on tasks such as watering and weeding.
Mulches help soil retain moisture in summer, rain to penetrate the soil in winter,
prevent weeds from growing and protect the roots of plants in winter. Pay
particular attention to mulching around rhododendrons, azaleas and camellias,
as flowering is impaired if they are allowed to dry out during late summer.

Feed trees, shrubs and hedges with a balanced fertiliser (such as Growmore or
blood, fish and bone), sprinkling it over the root area before hoeing into the soil
surface. This will particularly benefit young, weak, damaged or heavily pruned
plants.

Speaking of pruning it’s not too late to prune your winter-stemmed shrubs such
as Salix and Cornus. Prune back hard all the previous year's growth to within 1-
2cm (0.5-0.75in) of the framework. Other shrubs that are routinely stooled (cut
back hard) in spring, to keep their larger or more brightly coloured juvenile
foliage, such as the smoke bush (Cotinus) and elders (Sambucus), can be cut back
this month. You can leave a couple of branches un-pruned if you want to retain
some of the height from last year.

Early-flowering shrubs are pruned after flowering (in late winter to spring and
early summer, depending on the shrub). These usually flower on the previous
year’s growth. Pruning immediately after flowering allows the maximum time for
development of young growth to provide the following year’s flowers before the
end of summer. Yellow Forsythia and the amazing bright pink Japanese quince
are good examples.
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Hydrangeas have been gaining popularity and these flower from mid- to late
summer on the previous year’s growth. Mophead and lacecap hydrangeas will
bloom satisfactorily with little attention, but annual pruning encourages new,
vigorous growth and a better flowering display. If you have a climbing hydrangea
this will also benefit from a prune once the flowers have finished.

Lightly cut back lavenders, Helichrysum (curry plant) and Santolina (cotton
lavender) to prevent them getting too leggy and woody but watch out for late
frosts which can damage the new young growth if you cut back too much of the

established plant.

Parish Registers for April

Happy Gardening

1824

Baptisms

18 Hannah, d of John and Hannah
Lincoln.
Sophia, d of (?) and Ann
Grummitt.
Thomas, s of Richard and Ann
Gove (?)

23 Charles, s of John and Charlotte
Palmer. Victualler.

28  Charles, s of William and Rhoda
(?) Gaylor.

Marriages

24 Joseph Graney (?) of Haynes to
Rhoda Bottoms.

Burials

28  Mary Huggins, widow.

1874

Baptisms

26  Charlotte and Joel, children of
Henry and Eliza Gobey.
John, s of William and Hannah
Doggett.

Burials

(?)  Fred Lincoln, 2 and a half.

04  Ann Parrish, 4.

08 Susan Bones, 4.

30  Elizabeth Huckle, 14.

1924

Baptisms

06  Charles Edward, s of Ernest and
Gertrude Wilmore.

Burials

11  George Lincoln, 78.

1973

Baptisms

22 Christopher Collis.
Martin Howard Dorrell.

Burials

06 Florence Lilian Lloyd, 58.

1974

No registers recorded in April.

Marriages

March 31 (Omitted in error)
Andrew Hills, 27 to Gladys
Matthews, 21.

St. Mary’s Church Registers for March 2024

Omitted last month

Feb 20 Memorial Service and Burial of Ashes Betty Hampson MBE, 94.

Burial of Ashes
17 Rex David Speake, 84.



Reflections — Clophill in April 1979 - Voices from the past.

Continuing our series looking back at previous issues of Spotlight and Clophill
Village life..... By Julie Benson.

In my last piece, | showed you the final cover
of ‘Outlook’ — January 1979 - and in this one, |
show you the first ‘Spotlight’ one May 1979 -
the forerunner of the edition you are reading
today. The first thing | notice is the vast
improvement in the type — so much clearer —
new typewriter! The Spotlight Team were _
News Editors — Mike Gibbs and Dorothy

Smith, Sport & Social Editor — Pauline Cue; SPOTLIGH 2
Features — Rosemary & Jack Brooker and ON CLOPHILL
distribution enquires to go to Barry Inskip.
The cover photo is of “Last year’s (i.e. 1978) V—
pram/barrow race. Two competitors, the @
eventual winners, pause for a photograph :
just prior to the race.” It was to advertise the
next race (in aid of the Village Hall), to be run

on “Monday, May 7th; entry fee 50p per pair. Starting at ‘The Stone Jug’ ... the
race will proceed via every Clophill pub and finish at ‘The Rising Sun’. Fancy dress
is optional, but half a pint must be consumed by each competitor at every pub
en-route.” We used to have 6 pubs in the village - The Fly, The Green Man, The
Compasses (almost opposite the school), The New Inn, The Rising Sun Inn and
The Commander in Chief — across the A6 was also felt to be a ‘Clophill’ pub
although not used in this event - neither was The New Inn as it was unlicensed
by then.

We also had several shops down the High Street — there was ‘Stokes’ a general
store on the High Street opposite the bottom of Great Lane , and a haberdashery
at no. 46. Down at ‘The Green’ end of the village there were several shops which
changed hands and goods! There certainly was a cyclist repair shop which might
have also stocked small car parts — as in small parts for cars.

As you appreciate, even though this was the May edition of ‘Spotlight’, all the
information in it was either of things past — or advertising for the future. The
Parish Council reported on their 1978 activities noting that elections for parish
and district councils were to be held during May 1979; tenants working on small
allotments have been moved to Townshott, where allotments have been
subdivided into 5 pole units; “Though (the burial ground) is still not the
responsibility of the Parish Council much work has been done in keeping the
grass and hedges tidy. Parishioners who tend graves regularly have expressed
appreciation of the marked improvement and hope that the County Council will
follow this example in attending to its area of the old church.”

108 DUNSTABLE STREET. AMPTHILL
BEDS Tobephore AUPTHILL 208142

jor. LEEDS PUAMANENT DURDNG SOCHTY




Reflections - Clophill in April 1979 (Continued ...)

The District Council is to submit Hall End, Maulden to the Boundary Review Com-
mission, hoping that Hall End will be transferred to Clophill. (That didn’t happen
did it!). There was a ‘Ploughman’s Supper’ at the Methodist Church on 14th
March where forty people enjoyed a musical evening as well. The programme
included a piano solo and flute solo by Claire O’Connor who joined her grandma
Ethel Mason in a piano duet; Emma and Rachel Naylor did some recitations and
Tracey Wiles did a Bible reading; the recorder group played and the youngsters
sang while Marjorie Brown played the piano.

Other articles included Pam Parker’s First Aid piece about how to cope with
bleeding; a recipe for Malt loaf, information on caring for strawberry plants and
an advert for “The ‘Spotlight Supper Dance with Malibu (including local lads Rog-
er Diggins and Terry Carr)’ from 7.45 — 1.00am” Those were the days!

Cash Banking Hub in Ampthill

229, Access . . .
UK Location is Confirmed

The UK’s major high street banking providers are working to-
gether to bring shared cash and everyday banking services to
your community.

Where will the Banking Hub be located?

In the former NatWest premises at 8-10 Church Street.

What will it offer?

Opening hours will be from 9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday, closed at weekends.

The Hub, when it opens, will offer a counter service operated by the Post Office,
where customers of all major banks can carry out regular cash transactions.
There will also be a Community Banker service where customers can talk to
their own bank about more complicated issues on the day their bank is in the
Hub. Community Bankers will work on rotation, with a different bank available
on each day of the week. = Monday: NatWest

Tuesday: Barclays

Wednesday: Santander

Thursday: Lloyds

Friday: HSBC
Finding the right location for a Banking Hub that is convenient, accessible and
works for everyone often takes time so Cash Access UK is delighted to have been

able to find a convenient premises in the heart of the community. This develop-
ment is a significant step forward in bringing a Banking Hub to Ampthill.
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St Mary’s School News
from Mrs. Bingley our Headteacher:

At the beginning of March, we celebrated World

Book Day. This is always a popular day with the

children, and they really enjoyed dressing up as

their favourite book character (or wearing their

own clothes), taking part in the Big Book Swap

(where everyone brought in a pre-loved book and swapped it for a ‘new’ book)
and the Paper Plate book character challenge! We had some amazing entries, as
you can see from the winning designs below!

We also celebrated British
Science  week, which was
launched with a  special
assembly led by Jane
Lambourne from the
Greensands Trust who kicked off
this year’s theme of ‘Time’ for
us. The tagline for this year was,
‘To inspire every child to create
their best digital future’ and we
certainly started this off too! All
the children got to use some
brand-new micro:bits we’ve had
delivered to school. A micro:bit
is a programmable device that
allows students to try out coding
and digital making! The children
loved programming their micro:bits to display their names and different images.

During March, we also continued to be sporty with some of our Year 4 girls
taking part in a Football festival at Robert Bloomfield. We also continued to raise
money for charity — this time raising £207 for Red Nose Day by wearing our own
clothes and bringing in a joke to share with our classmates!

We finished the term with some of our Eco-Committee visiting the roundabout
with Central Bedfordshire to plant some new flowers and with Rowan Class
leading our beautiful end of term performance of ‘The Three Trees’ in Church to
prepare us for Easter.

Don’t forget, you can keep up to date about school events by visiting our
website: www.clophillstmarysschool.co.uk or joining our Facebook page:

https://www.facebook.com/clophillstmarysschool




Jake the School Dog:

Jake continues to love spending time in
classrooms (and the children love having him
there!). He enjoys listening to readers as well as
just spending time with the children. Here’s a
picture of him enjoying some time with a child
in one of our younger classes.

Acorn Nursery news

from Mrs. Hayes our Early Years Leader:

We’ve been delighted to welcome our NEW Nursery
Room Lead Mrs Butterworth who joins us with tons of
Early Years education experience, we are very happy and
lucky to have her enhance our already amazing team. Our g~
children have been proud to take on responsibility to ~ Acorn Nursery
help Mrs Butterworth learn our routine and expectations,  CLOPHILL STMARY'S SCHOOL
really displaying their values of kindness, helpfulness, friendship and respect.

As always at this time of year, we’ve been investigating Spring, the Easter Story
and new life focusing on the lifecycles of frogs and chickens. We’ve been busy
exploring the school grounds looking at our gorgeous trees in the Spring sun-
shine and recreating the blossom we’ve observed with finger painting.

The children enjoyed standing up and sharing their jokes for Red Nose Day, con-
fidently reciting them to their friends and teachers and patiently listening when
it was their friends turn.

Our Values for April are Unity and Community:

In school, we will be firstly thinking about the meaning of Unity — working in har-
mony as a group. We will explore how, to achieve Unity, we must accept and
appreciate each other’s skills and involvement before we can work together. We
will also consider how a group of people living in the same place or doing the
same thing is also classed as a Community. We will learn the importance of living
the value of Unity to ensure the Community works well together.

At home, you could discuss what communities you belong to e.g. the village of
Clophill, Cubs, Brownies, football etc. You could also talk about the types of
things everyone needs to do to ensure these communities run or work well. As a
family unit, you could also explore the types of things that everyone needs to do
to ensure the family can work in Unity — the little things that everyone can do to
ensure the family can live in harmony ©.




Qi St ’ s Church, Clophill

\ Y b Fete
u\ ‘ Wge Event
Saturday 11 May

12 —4pm in the Church grounds

FUN for ALL

Lots of stalls  Sideshows

Barbeque "5 .\

N2
Entertainment by local ;r)ugs/;

For further information —  call Gillian 01525 860539 or Carolyn 01462 815433
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Clophill and District
Flower Club

www clephillflowerclub.com

B
y

C
¥

invite you to join them for an Open Meeting entitled:

‘Remember When ... 2

M floral degmonstration

by
logg Berrill

Thuradag 2 Mﬂg 2024 Tiekgta arg aveilablz from Commitize
membgra, via the website or esll ovseo

[rr
Poors open at 6,43

for prompt start @ 7.30pm £12 visitors : £6 members

Tieket ineludes & glazs of wing or acft drink
G‘lﬁphlll \?lllagyz Hall beforg the demenstration bedins.

Visitors always wgleomg at all our meetings




Claphill Presche®l News

Hello everyone,

What a fabulous term we have had, it’s been full of learning in the rain, building
hedgehog houses, making chocolate playdough, starting work on the allotment
and many other fun and interesting activities come rain or shine... but mostly
rain!

We signed up to the Keep Britain Tidy ‘Big Bag
Challenge’ and pledged to collect as much litter as
we could so our children have been out and about
across the Village Hall grounds and beyond picking
up the rubbish.

There’s been an awful lot of sensory play from flour
to foam and the team have been working with lots
of cause and effect resources and sensory light
experiences. The children have been sliding down
the hill on their sledges in the rain, measuring their
water bottles with rulers and painting daffodils.
Julie brought in her old Singer sewing machine, a
great way for the children to learn about cause and
effect as they helped sew their own leaver’s bags. There has also been printing
and drawing and climbing and laughing... a lot of laughing.

It has been a busy month for visitors: Tash the
ecologist has visited us a couple of times, the first
was to see how our pond is getting on and she
reported that she had found both frogs and newts
in the water, a fantastic achievement! She also
bought in Taylor the bat, she is a certified bat
rescuer and brought Taylor in a clear container so
the children could get up close and see the bat for
themselves.

Carolyn came up and made some beautiful
daffodil posies with the children to give to their mums for Mothering Sunday, we
were also joined by Rosemary who made a picture with the children to go in the
church for the Mothering Sunday service. Many thanks to both.

Lauren from Halo All Stars also came in and did some cheerleading practice with
the children. Lauren pitched it just right and had a huge bunch of children rapt
with wonder and following her movement instructions, great for developing
listening and coordination skills, thank you Laura!

We have also been fortunate to have some new staff join us, Laura is now
helping out with the snack and Katherine has joined as a key worker, we are
delighted to have them start with us, they are both a great asset to the team.
We are looking forward to a hopefully drier summer term!
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Schoolreaders

improving literacy « increasing life chances
Volunteers Needed to Spread the Joy of Reading
in Bedfordshire Schools

Children’s literacy charity Schoolreaders is looking for volunteers who can help
spread the joy of reading to children in primary schools across Bedfordshire.

Every year, 1 in 4 children leave primary school unable to read to the expected
standard. Schoolreaders recruits volunteers
to listen to children read one-to-one in pri-
mary schools, focusing on schools where chil-
dren require the most support. Volunteers
are asked to listen to children read once a
week in term time and to commit to a mini-
mum of a year. 95% of children supported by
a Schoolreaders volunteer improve their
reading age.

Schoolreaders volunteers also have a positive impact on pupils’ reading confi-
dence with 95% of pupils showing improvement and 87% showing increased
reading enjoyment. Additionally, children benefit enormously from the volun-
teers as positive role models in the classroom.

Jane Whitbread, founder of Schoolreaders, comments “Children who leave pri-
mary school unable to read well can’t access their secondary schooling fully
which will compromise their life opportunities. Reading is the gateway to learn-
ing. Our Schoolreaders volunteers provide a
crucial supplement to classroom teaching
and are welcomed by schools and the chil-
dren. If more children gain pleasure from
reading from an early age and their reading
fluency and confidence improves too, com-
munities and society will reap the benefits.”

Sheena, retired, and a Schoolreaders volun-
teer, explains her experience, “For me, es-
tablishing a rapport with each child and rec-
ognising their uniqueness by making the
sessions relevant and fun is what counts and the earlier we can do this the
better.”

To find out more about Schoolreaders visit www.schoolreaders.org. By applying
now new volunteers will be matched as quickly as possible to a partner school
once they have completed a mandatory DBS check and virtual safeguarding
training.
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CLOPHILL LAKES UPDATE

Work continues on the establishment of the L L@PH][~IJ

Clophill Lakes Nature Reserve, with a range of LJAI(ES

habitat and access infrastructure works being
completed. We ask for your support in ensuring the site remains closed to the
public whilst we ready it for public access later this year.

The extremely wet weather on site has
delayed progress given the need to protect
the site from damage, path surfacing also
needs a period of time and dry weather
without use to allow the surface to bind for
use.

Our team are also working on clearing
channels, securing fencing which alongside
signage and safety works will form part of
the works required to enable access to the
' - - “ site.

Our ecology team are continuing monitoring
and surveying, some of the recorded species
have been plants such as field madder
carline thistle, maiden pink, meadow clary,
common cudweed, sheep sorrel, common
stork’s-bill, lady’s bedstraw, mouse-ear
hawkweed, field pansy and hare’s-foot
clover.

Birds recorded include Skylark and meadow
pipit, mute swan, teal, oystercatcher,
common sandpiper, water rail, snipe,
woodcock, egyptian goose, kingfisher, mandarin, coot, canada and greylag
goose, grasshopper warbler, cuckoo, stonechats, grey heron, buzzards and red
kites.

Our fundraising appeal is still ongoing, this will allow us to

support visitor facilities on site, all donations are gratefully

welcome. If you would like to contribute to our appeal then
g\g The please go to: www.greensandtrust.org/Appeal/clophill-
e lakes.

Greensand We will have a stall at the Clophill Village Fete on the 11th
T t May, where our staff will be on hand to answer questions
rus and give further updates. We look forward to seeing you

there.
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Springtime is truly magical on our site and we are
fortunate enough to have spent many an
afternoon identifying the various flowers
blooming across the woodland and open fields;
watching the frogspawn grow its legs and
transform in front of our eyes, counting the

newts in the pond and searching for four-leaved
clovers. Further afield, we have been out and

about around the village litter picking as part of

the ‘Big spring clean up.” The children love looking after the local area and are
keen to continue leisurely litter picks throughout the year.

We celebrated world oral health day by
conducting a series of experiments to learn
more about our teeth. Our favourite was
making our own toothpaste and testing it out
using dental disclosure tablets to see how
much plaque was left on our teeth. Our
homemade toothpaste was actually very
good at getting rid of the plaque on our teeth
which meant that they were gleaming white
whilst our tongues remained bright purple
from the dental tablets for a few hours!

We have been busy planting up trays of seeds for our allotment and herbs for
our ‘herby reading house’ we plan to build in the next few weeks. We have also
been thinking about which flowers to grow in our new beds ready to make
summertime bouquets.

In keeping with the time of year, we
have been discussing Ramadan and Eid;
the children have written good deeds on
leaves and painted beautiful mehndi
patterns on each other’s’ hands. We
have also been learning the Easter story
and baking delicious mini hot cross buns.
We feel so grateful that our little setting
has such diversity and we really do enjoy .
sharing our customs and celebrating ' &_ ‘
together. One British custom we have all """

enjoyed is chocolate Easter eggs! We

made our own chocolate from raw cocoa butter and cocoa powder and tasted
how bitter it was compared to the milk chocolate most of us know. We then
looked at the coca beans and discussed how Mayan people made chocolate
compared to how it is made on mass today. We are really looking forward to
the village fete next month where the children will be hosting their own stall.
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Clophill Parish Council

A lively meeting for our last of the season at Clophill
Methodist Church, from next month meetings revert LOPHI I—I—
to the Village Hall for the Spring/Summer seasons. Parish Council

The Ward Councillors gave an update on the budget position, the Budget has
been passed and balanced with a 5% increase in council tax. This was to protect
core services. Green waste is now a paid for service, but they have kept the Bus
subsidy. The Ward councillor grant scheme is also retained this year, for those
good causes looking for funding.

The CPC Grant aide fund had 2 applications for the April round. We are pleased
to announce that St. Marys Church has been successful in being awarded a
£1500 grant towards the Church stone renovation project. The next round of
grant aide will be heard at the October meeting.

ClIr Patrick successfully applied for a Hedgerow Grant from CBC and we are now
in the process of planting 200m of hedgerow at Hay Close and Church Path.

The Clophill 20 mph Zone Petition has received 569 signatures and qualified to
go to the Traffic Management Committee on 06/06/24. This is great news on the
way to making our village a safer place.

The A6 Roundabout works are coming to completion, it has been noted that
there is a lack of sighage which was promised for the northern arm of the A6 and
the Clophill Green one way. Particularly around the 30mph speed limit, and the
40mph buffer zone. CPC and ward councillors are arranging a snagging meeting
to progress these before completion.

Residents of Warren Lane have expressed concerns over the number of
accidents and the increased use and speeds on the lane. CPC resolved to write to
the portfolio owner at CBC to address the issues and to get on the Agenda for
the Traffic Management Committee with support from Ward Councillors.

Planning Applications
Decisions Prior to Meeting

CB/24/00491/VOC Mouse Farm, Shefford Road

Proposal: Variation of condition numbers 2 and 7 of planning permission
CB/22/04876/FULL. To provide additional space within a raised roof area for a
gym use (approved under CB/21/01303/LDCP) and to provide a storage space for
domestic storage due to lack of storage within the host dwelling. NO COMMENT
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Planning Applications (continued...)

CB/TCA/24/00095 11 The Green

Proposal: Works to trees within a Conservation Area: Acer Tree T1, singular
trunk is growing towards neighbouring property with a heavy lean. Removal of
entire stem. NO COMMENT
CB/23/01877/FULL Little Field, Kiln Lane

Appeal reference: APP/P0240/W/23/3330293

Description of development: Construction of a self-build detached dwelling and
associated works. The decision against this appeal has been received as
'Planning Appeal Dismissed'.

Decisions at Meeting

CB/24/00626/FULL 33 Bedford Road
Proposal: Partial demolition of existing bungalow and external alterations to

facilitate the erection of an additional detached dwelling-house. Erection of 2.1m
fence. Rear raised terraces & retaining walls. Part retrospective. SUPPORT

(as long as access to A6 is managed carefully).

CB/TCA/24/00072 108A High Street

Proposal: Works to various trees within a Conservation Area: Including a Yew
tree, Leylandii and Oak Tree. The Walnut tree opposite St Marys church; damage
to drains from root ingress into the shared drain for 108a and 110 High St under
the drive of 108a High St. To trim the roots of the walnut tree to prevent further
damage to the shared drain and prevent drain blockage. SUPPORT

CB/TCA/24/00126 110 High Street

Proposal: Works to trees within a Conservation Area: Similar works to 108A High

St, above. SUPPORT

CB/TCA/24/00123 The Old Watermill, High Street

Proposal: Works to trees within a Conservation Area: Norway Maple marked

with green circle on plan to be re-pollard. SUPPORT

CB/24/00646/FULL 5 Hawthorne Close

Proposal: Conversion and extension of garage for use ancillary to main dwelling.
SUPPORT

The next meeting will be held on 23™ April 2024 19:45 at Clophill Village Hall
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Westoning Players

at Westoning Village Hall

MURRER N LITTLE GRIMLEY

A COMEDY

Thu. 25th April, 7:30pm [includes light meal]
Fri. 26th April, 7:30pm [includes light meal]
Sat. 27th April, 2:30pm [includes afternoon tea)

Tickets £15

[mncludes food]

+ Bar + raffle
Box Office: 01525 719695

Reserve by Email: thewestoningplavers(@gmail.com

Website for info : www.westoning-plavers.co.uk

Please tell Box Office when BOOKING of meal choice: REGULAR or VEGETARIAN
Please make cheques payable to Westoning Players & send to:
WP Box Office: ¢/o 10, Sampshill Road Westoning ME45 SLF
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Ampthill & District
Archaeological
& Local History Society

Monday 8th April 2024

Earl de Grey of Wrest, Sailor

In landlocked Bedfordshire, it is hard to conceive that the owner
of Wrest Park played such an important part in the history of
British sailing. Yet Thomas, Earl de Grey, had a house at
Cowes, a succession of seagoing yachts, and chaired the first
meeting of the Royal Yacht Squadron. The talk covers much
unpublished research into his fascinating and unexpected story.
Speaker: Richard Luscombe.

Flitwick Library Lecture Theatre, MK45 1QJ. 7.30pm for 7.45
pm start.
Members free, visitors very welcome, £5.00 payable on the
door. The talk will also be broadcast live via Zoom to Society
members.

The Society’s AGM will precede the meeting.

www.adalhs.org.uk £ )
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Tibbs Dementia Foundation

Is Dementia an Issue for You? Tibbs Dementia

Foundation is here to support you. We have been

helping people with dementia and their family carers

across Bedfordshire for over 10 years and would love to

meet you. Our wide range of regular activities for

people with all stages of dementia include Music for

Memory, a walking group, Cognitive Stimulation

Therapy, walking football, indoor and outdoor bowls, ”‘99':“91’15'55*‘6‘;;“;3’”0-

exercise classes and an allotment.

Our programme for carers includes information sessions and support groups

for those currently in a caring role, and a bereavement group. There is also a

dedicated group for carers whose loved one is in a care home.

For dates and times call us on 01234 210993 or take a look at our Service

Timetable on our website - https://tibbsdementia.co.uk/

What is the Tibbs Approach? Our Bedford-based charity offers a wide range of

activities which provide cognitive and physical stimulation in a safe and

supportive space. Our groups are for people at all stages of dementia,
diagnosed or not, and those who support them.

Our charity takes its name from Margaret-Anne Tibbs, a

i specialist in the field of dementia. She is one of our founders
~ who still guides us on a day-to-day basis. Five years after our

founding in 2013 we were honoured to receive the Queen’s

Award for Voluntary Service. We challenge the stereotypes of

dementia and focus on the person, working with their skills and

experience, and encouraging them to contribute at whatever
level they are comfortable. Our aim is to help people with dementia live their
best life possible, through our person-centred approach.

How Should | Take the First Step?

e Sign up for our weekly email newsletter, which is packed with activities and
information. Just email contact@tibbsdementia.co.uk

e Join us for an informal afternoon for people with dementia and their carers,
every Tuesday from 2-4pm at Kempston East Methodist Church, 227 Bedford
Road MK42 8DA. We start with a few table games, moving on to a variety of
stimulating activities, and ending with a few songs around the piano — with
plenty of tea and cake of course! Carers are welcome to take part, or chat to
each other, or speak to our helpers if they prefer.

e Join us for a gentle walk around Mowsbury Park on Friday afternoons. We
meet by the side of the car park on Wentworth Drive and set off at 2pm,
ending up back at the café for a hot drink and a natter.

e Or call us 01234 210993 or email contact@tibbsdementia.co.uk for more
information and to arrange an informal chat.

The Queen's Award
for Voluntary Service
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MILE ROAD ALLOTMENTS
Plant Sale Weekend
is on the 11th and 12th of May

Saturday 10am-4pm & Sunday 10am-1pm

Fruit, Flowers, and Vegetable plants are available.
Everyone welcomel

Mile Road Allotment & Leisure
Gardeners Association, 149 Mile
Road, Bedford, MK42 SUP.

Registered charity number: 1155301

Ampthill Health Walks

Fortnightly walks in and around Ampthill

Short led walks, all welcome
Ampthill Health Walks are for anyone who wants to get
more active. They are about 3 miles long and last about
an hour and a quarter. Everyone walks at their own brisk pace, with a
backmarker to make sure no one is left behind. There may be some hills and in
bad weather there might also be some mud but we do our best to minimise
this! The walks are all free.

Please note that dogs are not allowed on the walks and ensure you wear
suitable footwear.

12th April: 10.30am. Aspley Guise Cricket Club, Aspley Guise MK17 8DX.

26th April: 10:00am. Nuyard Garden Centre Flitwick MK45 5AA (2 stiles)

10th May: 10:00am. West Car Park, Ampthill Park. MK45 2HX

After the walks we usually find a cafe or similar for refreshments.

We are a very friendly group so why not come along to one of our walks and
see if it's for you?
For more information contact Mike Fayers on mikef@bedsrcc.org.uk
or 01234 832619
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Katherine Concerts 7/‘ ,
running in Ampthill. W/ .//K(),/’[We

oncerls

Continuing the outstanding classical music
series set in the beautiful acoustic of
Ampthill’s Methodist Church.

Katherine Concert's events in April and early May are:
Friday 12" April — Hope Cramsie (classical guitar)
Friday 19" April — Basil Alter & Jiayi Huang (violin & piano)
Friday 26" April — Eva Maria Doroszkowska (piano)
Friday 3 May — Suzanna Perry & Margaret Johnson (soprano and piano)

The 45-minute recitals at Ampthill Methodist Church begin at 2pm (doors
open at 1:30pm), and are followed by refreshments in the upstairs School
Room. Tickets available from https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/Katherine-

Concerts

Clophill Open
Gardens Weekend

22" & 23rd June

12 noon to S5pm each day

We are planning to hold an Open Gardens Weekend in Clophill and would
like to have a wide variety of gardens for people to enjoy. We were so
grateful last time when you kindly opened your lovely garden and we are
sure that visitors would love to see how it has developed.

If you are willing to open YOUR garden or would like more details; please
contact Jenny on 07917648987 or Jackie on 07831 861 641

Proceeds in aid of St Mary’s Church, Clophill
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Wildlife walks & talks
April and May

Wednesday, April 24th, Priory Country Park, Bedford at 7.15 pm
Bat Walk with Colin Carpenter*

We will meet by the car park on the first left after turning into Priory Park from
Barkers Lane, (by the bottle banks) at 7.15 pm. The road is opposite the drive to
Priory Marina. This car park stays open. Please be aware the gates to the main
car park at Priory Country Park will be closed before our walk ends.

Bats are emerging from their winter hibernation, and Priory Country Park is an
excellent area for bats, and we hope to see and identify several species. If you
have a bat detector, please bring it along but Colin will bring some bat
detectors with him for use by participants. A torch is essential and insect
repellent is a good idea even this early in the year! *£4 per adult
Saturday May 18th, Strawberry Hill Farm, Knotting Green, Bedford,
MK44 1AA at 10.00 am

Visit to Strawberry Hill Farm,
led by Wildlife Trust BCN staff*

Strawberry Hill Farm has been left to rewild for 25 years. This 150-hectare site,
the largest area of scrub and young woodland in the region, has presented a
remarkable opportunity for the Wildlife Trust Beds, Cambs & Northants to
protect this unique habitat and create a place where people can be inspired by
nature.

We shall be hoping to see and hear Nightingales and a host of other bird
species as well as invertebrates and a selection of flora. *£4 per adult

Open to all, but please reserve as space is limited.
For additional information or to reserve your place please email
flitvale.info@gmail.com.
(If you don’t have email, please ring Ann on 07580 178889
between 6-8pm.)

The Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire
Registered charity number: 1000412, www.wildlifebcn.org
Flit Vale Local Group, www.flitvale.org.uk
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What'’s on in and around Clophill

APRIL
Thursday 25" — Saturday 27"

Westoning Players. “A comedy” Westoning Village Hall. See poster for details.
MAY
Thursday 2™

Flower Club meeting, Village Hall, 6:45 for 7:30pm start. See poster.
Saturday 11"

Church Fete & Village event, St Mary’s Church grounds, 12noon - 4pm. See
poster.

JUNE
Saturday/ Sunday 22" - 23rd
Open Gardens Weekend, Clophill gardens, 12noon — 5pm each day. See poster.

Plus....

Weekdays during term time

* Clophill Community Hub is open, Village Hall, 9am to 3pm.

Also trialling opening on Saturdays 10:30am to 2:30pm.

Mondays...

* Greensand Community Choir, St. Mary’s Church, 7:30-9pm.

Tuesdays... in school holidays - 2024

* Clophill Preschool, Stay and Play 10am — 12noon, Village Hall.
2" to 5™ April Easter Hunt, first 5 Fridays of the summer holidays, all £3 per
child.

Wednesdays...

* Tea and Chat, Methodist Church, 10am — 12noon.

* Beverley Court Bingo Night, in the Residents lounge, 7pm. All welcome.
Thursdays...

* Lunchtime Winter Warmer, St Mary’s Church, 12noon — 2pm, followed by....
* Thursday Leisure Club — TLC — St Mary’s Church, 2pm.

Am CHURCH SERVICES
Regular services at St Mary’s Church, Clophill...
1st Sunday 8am, Holy Communion and 11am, Family Praise

Other Sundays 11am, Parish Communion
Regular services at Greensand Community Methodist Church,
Clophill...Weekly Worship at the Church, Sundays at 10:30am.
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Useful numbers

Gas (Emergency)

Electricity (Emergency)

Emergency Fire/Police/Ambulance

Water/Sewage (Anglian Water)

Telephone

Highways Department (Central Bedfordshire Council)
Benefits Agency (Bedford office)

Registrar's Office (Births/deaths/marriages)

Rail (Enquiries)

(Customer Services) 150

Buses 01234 262151 (Link A Ride) 01525 840511 (Flittabus)
Luton Airport
Swimming (Flitwick) 01525 717744
LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Central Beds Offices (Chicksands)
Mid-Bed; MP Alistair Strathern
Central Bedfordshire Councillors Susan Clinch
Gary Summerfield
Mark Smith

Clophill Parish Council
HOSPITALS
Bedford (North & South)

(Clerk) Heather Myott clerk@clophill-pc.gov.uk
01234 355122 Admissions
Appointments
Luton & Dunstable
DOCTOR'S CLINICS

Ampthill (Houghton Close) 01525 300898 (Oliver Street)
(Greensands)

Shefford Enquiries 01462 818620 Appointments

Barton 01582 528700 Flitwick

POLICE Non Emergency

County Police HQ
Ampthill Station
CHURCHES
St Mary’s Parish Church
Revd Cannon Lynda Klimas
(Church Warden) Mrs Anne Shegog
St Francis RC Church, Shefford
Clophill Methodist Church

rev.l.klimas@btinternet.com
anneshegog@gmail.com

Revd Silas Wood, email: swoodll@me.com,
Mr John Errick
Baptist Churches (Maulden) lan Crawford
(Shefford) Hazel Arnold
SCHOOLS

St Mary's C of E Lower School, Nursery & Preschool (Headteacher Mrs K Bingley)
Harlington Upper School, Harlington

Preschool
Redborne Upper School, Ampthill

Robert Bloomfield Middle School, Shefford

23

0800 111999
0800 7838838
999

0845 7145145
(Faults) 151
0300 3008049
01234 361500
0300 3008089
0845 7484950
01582 406561
01582 405100

(Robinson Pool) 01234 212479

0300 300 8000

TBA
0300 300 8516
0300 300 8561
0300 300 8541
07888 685 886

01234 261150
01234 359012
0845 1270127

01525 631395
01525631390
01462 810034
01525 715300

101
01234 841212

101

01525403139
01525 864868
01452 813436
01525 571392
01525 860695
01525 634325
01462 812564

01525 860206
01525 755100

clophillpreschool@gmail.com (Chris) 07936 006381 or (Imogen) 07765 887868

01525 404462
01462 628800



Village groups
Beverley Court
Brownies

Clophill Community Care
Clophill Heritage Trust
Clophill Preschool

Clophill St Mary's C of E Lower School, Nursery and Preschool

Clophill United Charities
Conservation Group

Flower Club

Funzone After School Club
Greensand Community Choir
Indoor Carpet Bowls

Messy Church

Friends of St Mary's (FOSM)
Scouts and Cubs

Tea and Chat
Village Hall Booking Secretary

860920

enquiryym.girlguiding.org.uk
Duty Contact 07791 773705
Ali Bradbury 07894 710001
Imogen 07765 887868
Chris 07936 006381
Tracy Hayes 860206
Val Martin 860900
Brian Adams 862297
Gillian Hill 860539

07903 167493
Luke 07975 520085
Tony Meredith 860754
Victoria Higgins 07920 568861
victoriajhiggins@hotmail.co.uk
Mary Milne and Jenny Garnham
fosmclophill@gmail.com
www.scouts.org.uk/get-involved
Anita Errick 860695
Marylin Browning 07821 643936

ALl
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A Family Vet for Family Pets

We are a family-owned veterinary practice in the
centre of Ampthill. We believe in providing fantastic
stress-free care tailored to individual pets and own-

ers.

We have now launched our Pet Health Plan, to help
make preventative health care for your pet as easy
as possible.

For more information:
Visit our website at
www.ampthillvets.co.uk

or

Phone us on 01525 582002

VETERINARY . y

CENTRE

Pop in for a chat and to meet the
team
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- So many pecple have died without a Will thus
increasing the stress and expense (and often the tax)
that their families face.,

 /

SEVEN GOOD REASONS TO REVIEW YOUR WILL

Have you married or entered Registered Civil Parinership since the date
date of your last Will? If so, your Will is annulled.

If you have no valid Will, the State’s distribution of your assets may not
be as you would have wished and could result in higher tax.

Was your Will home made? If so, you could be storing up difficulties
for the family and higher tax could be payable.

Executors are personally liable. Are they still willing and able?

Do you have children under 187 If so, you need to nominate guardians
or they become the responsibility of the Local Authority

Will your family be able to claim all tax allowances? Many Wills
written before 2017 do not allow the full Nil Rate Band to be claimed.

Are you in a second marriage? Special provision should be made
for blended families.

-*

L J

We quote our fixed fees up front and believe in plain English
We meet with you in informal surroundings and spend a lot of
time making sure we get everything right and you are happy
We advise on the most tax effective solutions

Our clients tell us that their experience has been a pleasant one
and they are extremely glad that they have the necessary
documents in place.

w “rofessional
Willwriters

Please phone Susan Shaw now:
Shaws Wills and Trusts 01525 862053

nstitute of

APPROVED CODE

TRADINGSTANDARDS GOV.LIEK
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Take out an annual ad
in
Clophill SPOTLIGHT

Black & White per year
This is one-quarter page
£75 H92xW 61 mm
Please email our Advertising Manager

ads@clophillspotlight.co.uk

Other sizes:-

A sixth of a page (H31mm x
W126mm) £58
A third of a page (H61mm x
W126mm) £88
Half page (H92mm x W126mm) £123

A full page is £230

& @LECTRICAL

v Rewires - Extensions, New Builds & Renovations
¥ Consumer Unit Upgrades

¥ LED Lighting Upgrades & Installations

v’ Qutside lights & Security Lighting

v Power Supplies to Outbuildings, Sheds & Garages
¥ Smoke, Heat & Co2 Detectors

¥ Fault-Finding & Repairs

v Boiler Controls

v EICRs (Electrical Inspection Condition Reports)

v EV Charging Points

LE

4

v Free no obligation quotes
v Friendly and reliable service
v Fully insured

CONTACT US
FOR A FREE QUOTE..

L ALEX NEW

[ 07531765164
B4 Apn.electrical@outlook.com

N

6




. TRIBE
; STRENGTH
GYM

6 WEEK
CHALLENGE

« TRAIN WITH US 3 TIMES A WEEK ON OUR GROUP TRAINING
PROGRAM

* PERSONAL NUTRITION COACHING AND ACCOUNTABILITY

 BUILD STRENGTH, FITNESS AND GET IN GREAT SHAPE

WHERE IS THE GYM?
OUR GYM IS BASED AT UNIT 3, LONDON LANE, HAYNES WEST END, BEDFORD, MK45
3RA

WHEN ARE THE SESSIONS?

WE HAVE SESSIONS AVAILABLE EVERY WEEKDAY MORNING (6-11AM) AND
EVENING (5-9PM) PLUS SATURDAY MORNINGS (7-11AM). YOU CAN COME TO
WHICHEVER SESSIONS SUIT YOU BEST.

DO I NEED TO BEFIT?
NO - WE'LL MAKE SURE YOU'RE WORKING AT A PACE THAT MATCHES YOUR
EXPERIENCE AND FITNESS LEVEL.

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER?
IT'S YOUR CHOICE - YOU CAN BECOME A FULL MEMBER OR IF YOU DECIDE WE'RE
NOT FOR YOU, WE CAN PART WAYS WITH NO HARD FEELINGS.

INFO@TRIBESTRENGTHGYM.COM
TRIBESTRENGTHGYM
WWW.TRIBESTRENGTHGYM.COM
CALL US ON 07500006408
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stray Cat e are a registered charity, run by volunteers. We are based in rural Bedfordshire and

Rescue

have been rehoming and rehabilitating cats for over 20 years.

We always have lots of beautiful cats waiting for loving homes.

If you’re looking to adopt, please check out our social media pages & get in touch with us!cm

facebook.com/StrayCatRescue

straycatrescue

@ www.straycatrescue.org.uk

Bespoke carpentry and joinery
solutions serving homes in Clophill and
the surrounding area. Fully qualified
with over 40 years’ experience. We
specialise in creating quality bespoke
storage solutions, door hanging,
fitting wooden flooring and
refurbishing staircases, alongside a
wide range of general carpentry and
joinery services.

info@purejoinerysolutions.co.uk

07786 463217

Nail Technician
Gel. Manicure and Pedicure

ZABZLL=EHAMMON
CALGEL iZwne "Cop

Tammy Kirby
Clophill, Bedfordshire, MK45 4AW
Tel : 07968379309

tammystalons@gmail.com

2
Keeping your home as fresh as a Daisy () 2
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mailto:info@purejoinerysolutions.co.uk

LOCAL

INDEPENDENT

MORTGAGE
ADVICE

Access to the whole market
Industry experts
Personal service
Vast experience

Remortgage
First time buyers
Moving home
Buy To Let

THE
MORTGAGE
EXPERT

www.tmexpert.co.uk

Contact your local independent mortgage expert: 01525 30 67 60

Endeavour House, Wrest Park, Silsoe MK45 4HS

YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE
We charge a fee of £495 for the straight forward mortgage application and up fo £1,495 for the more complex ones.
Prior to application we will let you know when this becomes payable.
Please note we do not charge any fees upfront or for any initial advice.

WREST PARK TUTORS
Face-to-Face Tuition
Maths, English, Science
Year 1to Year 11

o Expert tuition from qualified teachers

« Motivating computer programs

« Tailored to your child's level

e Fully equipped learning centre in the
grounds of Wrest Park

Our students develop confidence,
resilience and independence.
They love learning with us.

TUTORS NEEDED
TO MEET STUDENT DEMAND

Enterprise House, Wrest Park, Silsoe
wrestparktutors@gmail.com

@wrestparktutors

O

()
E.T. Accountoncy Serviees

Experienced Chartered Accountant and
Chartered Tax adviser based in Clophill
providing a full range of accountancy
and taxation services to businesses
and private individuals.

To arrange a free initial consultation
please telephone me on 01525 590465
or email emma@et-accountancy.co.uk

Chartered Accountant and
Chartered Tox Adwviser
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Emma Thoulass FCA CTA
www.et-accountancy.co.uk
01525 590465

0o




Painter ' Decorator
C__a;l Chris : 07950714579

JK Garden

and Landscape
Services Ltd

do you want your
home brightening up? ”_L We offer... ‘M
- ——
allinterior & exterior work full landscaping service
no job too small! fp an9s
encing
free no obligation quote decking
new lawns
25 years experience driveways
& fully insured all garden maintenance

. ) Contact us on 0791 2028254
facebook: @christopherthepainter or at jkgardening@hotmail.co.uk
email: chris.minihane@btinternet.com You can also find us on Facebook

: . TIMELESS FLUSH TIMBER
KlngS Windows ALTERNATIVE WINDOWS

as seen in The Old Compasses & The Stone Jug

7 S / available ¢ z'f/u.'-/'w[y /7/,,,,
TIMELESS Kings Windows

=

Available in a range of traditional colours @
Choose classic joints to look like wood 0 1 582 882 800
Stunning handle options www.kingswindows.co.uk
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Take out an annual ad in Clophill SPOTLIGHT

Black & White per year
This is one-third £88 Height 61 x Width 126 mm
Please email our Advertising Manager

ads@clophillspotlight.co.uk
Other sizes:-

A sixth of a page (H31mm x W126mm) £58
Quarter page (H92mm x W61mm) £75
Half page (H92mm x W126mm) £123

A full page is £230

MB| ACCOUNTING SERVICES

Providing a Much Better service for Mid Beds since 2000

If you are Self-employed or a Small Business and require assistance with

Accounts, HMRC tax returns, VAT

we offer a total confidential service at competitive rates
Contact T: 01525 861087 M: 07714189994 E: mbaccounts@btinternet.com

Telephone A Free House
01525

860526 The Stone Iug BACK STREET, CLOPHILL

A Proper Pub for Proper People

A family run village ‘boozer’ serving up great value, quality lunches that will fill
you up without emptying your wallet! A pub is for 12 months of the year,
365 days and we're here for you on each and every one of them!
« 5 real ales, including 3 guest pumps that change frequently

(see our Facebook page for details)
« selection of wines and Prosecco by the glass — or even better, by the bottle
* home-cooked lunches Tues-Sat, 12pm-2.30pm

REMEMBER OUR MOTTO
“A VISIT TO THE JUG IS BETTER THAN GOING TO A PUB”

CHEERS JOYCE, VIKKI & MARK
www.stonejug.co.uk www.facebook.com/thestonejugclophill
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o Pop, musicals,
uve folk, classical,
et

cessio™S

Greensand
Communlty Choir

world music
and more

‘O &y

Mondays 7.30pm - 9pm, .. et
St. Mary's Church, High Street,
Clophill MK45 4B)

Find uson [}

t: 07975 520085

Voctsazy.com

[THE BLUECAT)]

LUXURY CATTERY

Tel: 01525 861416

www.thebluecat.net

Find us on Facebook @thebluecatcattery
or email us at enquiries@thebluecat.net

The Bluecat is a luxury cattery
set in the quiet area of Jacques Lane
in Clophill. With just 14 cat chalets,

we have time to fuss, pamper
and play with your cat to its heart’s
content whilst in our care.
Please call for further information.

m All aspects of
plumbing

# Oil heating and
maintenance

m Drainage

m Free quotations
on all bathroom
refits and
renovations

m 24-hour callout

Telephone:
07789 693959

Email: ok 3
jamieb5350 [ spectalise L

googlemail.com LLAETLLS% T

Misty Double ..

Glazing? ©
KEEP YOUR WINDOW FRAMES...

. WE JUST REPLACE THE GLASS!
¢ UPVC ¢ Aluminium ¢ Or Wood

Because we replace just the glass the repair is a
Fraction of the cost of o complete replacement window.
BEFORE

mlstydoublegluzmgco.uk
QUALITY GLAZING SERVICES

01525 876808

WE ALSO REPLACE BROKEN...
* Glass * Handles * Hinges & Locks
AND REPAIR...Patio Doors & Conservatories!
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" travel Your dream Holiday
W counsellors : L
: is my priority

Based in Silsoe, | am your local travel advisor.
Allow me to arrange your next holiday with care
and lose the pain of planning. I'll take care of
every last detail so you can explore with
confidence and make memories to last a
lifetime.

N eie szesfer

TRAVEL COUNSELLOR
07479 479934

neil.forrester@travelcounsellors.com
travelcounsellors.co.uk/neil.forrester

W Trustpilot 5556 R R

The Cafe at W&H Peacock is

OPEN

Eastcotts Park, View the salerooms for our upcoming auctions and
Wallis Way, then relax with a coffee and a slice of cake.

Beford. MKa42 OPE Our unique cafe in Bedford Auction Centre with free wi-fi
01234 266 366 comfortably seats over 100 customers. We serve cooked
Visit breakfasts, paninis and sandwiches, light lunches and

www.peacockscafe.co.uk snacks plus a range of hot and cold drinks.

for more details on our opening
hours and to view our full menu.

AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS

W&H PEACOCK =i




LOCAL ALLOY WHEEL REFURBISHMENT
/\¥>ﬁ\ Tel:

@ﬂ 01525

complete alloy wheel refurblshment 8 b o o b 9

Alloy Wheel Repairs
Diamond Cut Alloy Wheels Repaired On Site
Powder Coat Primers & Lacquers
Fast Turnaround Alloy Wheel Welding
Tyres At Competitive Prices
NEW for 2015 - 4 Wheel Alignment Service

www.mintalloys.co.uk

Welcome to Clophill St Mary’s
C of E Lower School and Nursery
We are a small, friendly, village Lower School, graded
“Good” by Ofsted (2021), with close links to the local
community. —
We welcome children from 2 years to 9 years, Clophl“ St.Mary’s

Cof E Lower School

supporting and nurturing each individual child AND
teaching them about life-long Values.

¢ i b:
- 0\\'&

Acorn Nursery available
(breakfast and after-school care). 1 ,. ﬁ from 2 years—4 years| |l
—
0.

Wrap around care available for all ages

Acorn Nursery 3
Preschool provision in a beautiful bespoke building

and outdoor space! Providing 30 hours free childcare

entitlement with wrap-around care too!)

EVERYONE is welcome at St. Mary's and you do not have to be a practicing Christian to attend our school.
We are first and foremost a Village School and Nursery-)

To arrange a visit, please call: 01525 860206 or email: generaladmin@clophillstmarysschool. co.uk
For more information visit: www.clophillstmarysschool.co.uk
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LY lrovel Holidores
LT
2 44 Mill Street, Bediord

expedition cruise, but want to find out more?

JOIN US IN STORE!

Wadnesday, & May at 11am, 244 Mill 5trest, Bedford
Join owr very own Amy, who has recantly returned from Antarctica, and
Andrew from AE Expeditions as they share their first-hand experiences
in Antarctica and what makes expedition cruising spedial, and can answer
questions you may have about expedition cruising.
Flease register your interest: 01234 326778 or salec@celectravelholidays ook

Ty
P o e et [

wyiveselect ravelholdays.co.u W a3 e bl |, T

AVENUE1T7TRAINING
Experienced Training provider offering First Aid and Health & Safety training.
From Basic first aid to first responder level, dental BLS & ILS, fire safety
We can tailor courses to your sector requirements.
Regulated (RQF) and Vocational Technical Qualifications (VTQ)
A competitive price structure.

Contact us for a discussion or no obligation quote

Mark@avenue17training.co.uk

07917729293
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BV A L & G ABBOTT
F.un erial Dl Tesent 0. rs

~ Established 1832 ~

WITHYOU WHEN IT MATTERS MOST

An independent family business continuing to provide a caring & professional service to
Bedford, Kempston & the surrounding villages.

24 Hour Personal Service

. Bespoke Funerals

. Private Chapels of rest

. Green Burials

+  Home Arrangements
Civil Services Available
Bereavement Listening Service

(Free to our families)

T:01234 843222 www.abbott-funerals.co.uk support@abbott-funerals.co.uk
150 BEDFORD ROAD, KEMPSTON, BEDFORDSHIRE, MK42 8BH

-

CGCGOIPDFIREY Building Services

General Building, Plastering, Decorating, Tiling

Over 30 years’ experience

Acclaim

kil SS|P Health & Safety
Paul Godfrey
Clophill, Bedfordshire
Contact M: 07973791137
Contact E: godfreybs@btinternet.com

Constructionline Member since 2008
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Residential Conveyancing

Experienced Local Consultant Conveyancer (Clophill)

Michele Hosey
michelehosey@photiades.com
01525 300577

Competitive legal costs, personable, efficient,
strong communication, faster turnaround times

Contact me for a free no obligation estimate
or to discuss your specific requirements

Recommended by Local Estate Agents

ades sohcﬁors

Y
/)
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Auction Sales & Valuations )

Valuation, collection and auction service
of individual items through to complete
property and commercial clearances.

Call for a free no obligation quote or
email info@peacockauction.co.uk

SALE ENTRIES NOW INVITED

Antique & Modern Furniture  Clocks ® Books ® Ceramics & Glassware ® Pictures & Prints ® Bicycles
Jewellery & Watches ® Collectables ® Garage Tools & Equipment ® Household Electrical Items e Office
Furniture & Equipment  Retail Products & Stock e Vehicles * Horticultural & Commercial Equipment
Building Materials ® Garden Furniture & Effects

www.peacockauction.co.uk

W&aH PEACOCK | -(Eaall| | Eesicots Pork

Wallis Way,
AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS , %
Bedford,

01234 266366 QO VK42 0PE

THE COMPUTER MAN M‘Jﬂ

Got a problem with your computer and don’t know what to do?
Suffering with a virus or spam?

Don’t hesitate! SOCIAL
Ring your local computer expert DISTANCING
Remote repairs or home visits OBSERVED

(Day, evening & weekend)

Gloves, masks and
(Free pick up & drop off in local area) sanitiser available
on request

Lap top/desk top loan

Mobile phone repairs

Contact Stephen Amos

T 07976 718567 | {20,

Ampthill Office/Admin 07527 740676 D E
computerman.office@gmail.com EXPERIENCE
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AMPTHILL & FLITWICK PHYSIOTHERAPY CLINIC
Tel: 01525 720882

www.chartered-physiotherapy.co.uk
Info@anfphysio.co.uk

1 Kings Road Flitwick MK45 1ED
Helping you get back on track

We offer the very best hands-on physiotherapy treatment

Neck/ Back/ Shoulder/Knee pain
Headaches/Migraines/Sciatica
Arthritis and all joint pain
Whiplash/RSl/Osteoporosis/Sports injuries
Vertigo and dizziness/Posture training and ergonomics
Long Covid
WE ARE PROVIDERS FOR MOST INSURANCE COMPANIES

We also offer complementary treatments:
Acupuncture/Chinese medicine
Clinical Psychology/Deep Tissue Massage

Take out an annual ad in Clophill SPOTLIGHT

Black & White per year
This is one-third £88 Height 61 x Width 126 mm
Please email our Advertising Manager
ads@clophillspotlight.co.uk
Other sizes:-

A sixth of a page (H31mm x W126mm) £58
Quarter page (H92mm x W61mm) £75

A half of a page (H92mm x W126mm) £123

Chapman & Kirby Heating

Gas, Plumbing & Heating Installations
Gas Safe Registered
Boiler Servicing & Maintenance
Call us now on: 07831 132308

safe

REGISTER

Email: info@chapmanandkirbyheating.co.uk
11 Lyall Close, Flitwick, Beds., MK45 1JB
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N NEVILLE

We take care of the details, so you can say
goodbye the way you want to.

NEVILLE. Because there is a difference.

AMPTHILL

The Old Church, Flitwick Road MK45 2NT
t: 01525 406132

e: ampthilldnevillefuneralservice.com

SHEFFORD

24 Clifton Road SG17 5AE

t: 01462 813258

e: shefford@nevillefuneralservice.com

www.nevillefuneralservice.com
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Baths, Toilets & Silsoe based

Showers No call out fee — free estimates
Sinks and Taps Fully insured and guaranteed
Guttering No job too small
Leaks and Burst Pipes 07720 723653 01525 864859
Drainage info@betaplumbing.co.uk

beta plumbing

Handyman jobs also www.betaplumbing.co.uk

TIM DOWNING

Washing Machines Dishwashers Dryers Electric Ovens
Repairs Servicing Sales

Tel: Tim on Clophill 860148
Mobile:07969 545 276

B

A local family business offering a quality service at a competitive price

A member of the White Goods Trade Association
Fully Insured Est. 1981
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Root 'n Branch

Your Local Friendly & Reliable Gardener

All aspects of Garden Maintenance undertaken
* PRUNING * MOWING « WEEDING « PLANTING « HEDGING

Southfields, Shefford

email: whooley@hotmail.co.uk Tel: 0 7 7 7 1 537385

O

THE CONIFERS

~—(ANINE HOTEL—

LUXURY

ACCOMMODATION
HOLISTIC FOOD SHOP

01525 860339 www.the-conifers.co.uk

i

EST.
1989

e Suppliers of traditional and modern e Wall and floor tiles
equipment
e Accessories
e Working whirlpool & spa baths, power

& steam shower systems on display e  Mirrors
e Over 40 settings on display e Bathroom furniture
e Complete installation service if e Heated towel rails
required
e Saunas

e Personal friendly service from a family
run business Bathroom cabinets

SHEFFORD 01462 627002

www.bathroomvogue.com
Unit 4A, Shefford Industrial Park, St Francis Way, Shefford SG17 5DZ
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BURGLAR ALARM

New Alarms Fitted or Upgrade Existing Alarms
BURGLAR ALARMS

We fit New Alarms - Wired or Wireless Systems
*We can service and maintain your existing alarm*

We fit high quality systems to maximise your security.
Access your CCTV via the internet or mobile.

DOOR ENTRY

We fit a range of quality video and audio intercoms
to suit your needs.

We are a family run business with over 35 years be.co.rn ea

experience in home security and crime prevention. victim..

Contact:

01582 864138 / 07746 111520

www.maximumsecuriysystems.couk - OF @ free quote and consultation

(Y (0]

NEWBURY FARM PLANTS

Plant Inspiration

NEWBURY FARM, AMPTHILL ROAD, SILSOE MK45 4HB
OPENING HOURS - WED - SAT 9-5 & SUN10 - 4
TEL: 01525 860048

WIDE SELECTION OF BEAUTIFUL GARDEN PLANTS

@ RHS Gold Medal Winner 2023
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Hire Clophill Village Hall

o Nt

| eepﬁon
Birthdays & Special Occasions
Dances and Discos

Club & Community Meetings & Activities
Phone: 07821 643 936
Mail: Clophill.villagehall@gmail.com  Web: www.clophillvillagehall.co.uk

ROGER STOREY

YOUR LOCAL PAINTER AND DECORATOR
Friendly and Reliable Service
Many Years Experience

Please phone: 01525 861253 or 07800 777615

R WINDOWS

9 SHEFFORD ROAD
CLOPHILL BEDS
MK45 4BT

& IN UPVC WINDOWS,
RS . CONSERVATORIES,
OFFITS , GUTTERS AND
ABLE FOR CARPENTRY
OO SMALL OR LARGE.

20 Years experience.
Free local quotes.

FENSA
Fensa Registered
FIVE YEAR GUARANTEE
Contact Andrew: 01525862804 / 07825017855
Email: abakerwindows@gmail.com
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WOBURN COUNTRY FOODS
THE GOURMET BUTCHER

HAYNES WEST END - WOBURN SANDS

"\ THEFARM SHOP

. HAYNESWEST END

SA-T'.WEST END. MK45 3RA




eueryﬂﬂﬁ 5 Cainhoe Wood

GOLF CLuB

Brand New Seasonal Menu in our friendly clubhouse
which 1s welcome to all!

New Sunday Menu

perfect for all the family! _

Sky Sports showing all the | “.
Q big sporting events! k =7

@%@ JOL Golf Academy - individual and group

lessons available from Beginner to
Advanced!

Winter Prices: £17.50 Midweek
£22 50 Weekend for 18 holes

on our beautiful Manor Course
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IFC = Inside Front Cover IBC = Inside Back Cover BC = Back Cover

Love reading Spotlight?

Don’t forget to mention us when you use a business that
advertises in this magazine!
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Chimneys Swept

Wood and Multifuel Stove
Installation & Liners
Drice!

Great Sewice - Jreat

01525 860424 or 07858 688785
HETAS mark@poppinschimneys.co.uk

NO PRESSURE SALES - YOU DEAL WITH
THE OWNER FROM START TO FINISH

—
v A-rated windows as standard e

v Composite doors
v High security
v Bifolding doors
v’ Conservatories

v Fascias, soffits and guttering
v Insurance-backed guarantee
v Fensa certificate

Contact: ANDY WOOD &=

01582 536944 or 07796 272539

sales@awwindows.co.uk j- [
AW WINDOWS LTD
| S

See reviews from satisfied customers at awwindows.co.uk



S

We are a unique outdoor setting based in

the rural grounds of Clophill Village Hall
welcoming children from the age of 2 and
offering a bespoke SEND provision.

Our passionate and experienced staff nurture
every child and broaden their perspective,
enrich their knowledge and spark the magic of
wonder through a curriculum based in nature.

PO Call or email to find out more
FKK,

(0115 ¢=Ys ll 07765 887868 or 07936 006381
NS LEILEM clophillpreschool@gmail.com
Provider www.clophillpreschool.co.uk

= E Fcevook

MOT’S CLASS 4/5L/7

CAR SERVICING & REPAIR
TYRES & EXHAUSTS

AIR CONDITIONING
DIAGNOSTIC CODE READING

Collection
& Delivery

SERVICE AVAILABLE

Please ask

g

UNIT F, AMPTHILL INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, STATION ROAD, AMPTHILL, MK45 2QY




