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 Stuart Benson Building Projects 

Design, Build and Maintenance including Interior Refurbishments, 
Kitchen / Bathroom fitting, Tiling, Flooring, Skirting boards, Doors 

Garage conversions. Exterior Decking, Patios, Driveways 
Garden Offices/ Sheds 

Tel: 07946 579862 or 01525 839878 
Email: benson.stuart@ gmail.com  
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The magazine staff 
EDITOR Elaine Jones 07918 975823 
 editorial@clophillspotlight.co.uk 
ADVERTISING MANAGER ads@clophillspotlight.co.uk  
DESIGN MANAGER Colin Watt 
DISTRIBUTION MANAGER  Toni Elston 07979 643047 
 Paul Leckie 
TREASURER Jon Bates 07725 068828 

Deadline for articles is 20th of the month 

You can also read Spotlight online 

www.clophillspotlight.co.uk 

 A word from the Editor… 

Welcome to the May 
 issue of Spotlight 

Dear Reader, 
This month we have a new full-page advertiser to welcome to our 
magazine; Philip Broome from Broome signs in Shefford, see page 44. 
And also this month, the Greensand Community choir have changed 
their name to “Singthusiasm” (love it!) and they now have a half page 
advert on page 41. 
Bloomin’ Well CIC, the community interest company who run the 
Clophill Therapeutic Gardens have been selected by Tescos for their 
community grants programme. So, if you shop at Tescos Flitwick 
branch please support them and drop a blue token (or more!) in their 
pot at the end of your shop. It runs from now until the end July. If 
they get the enough votes, it will all go to help support this amazing 
village project winning a much appreciated grant. See page 13 for 
their poster. 
And last but not least, the ever-popular Open Gardens weekend is 
taking place on 27th and 28th June. This year it will be bigger and 
better than last time. There has been a great response and 14 
gardens will be open, large and small, new and well established. 
There will also be a Treasure Hunt for the children. Turn to pages 9 
and 12 for more details. 
See you all again in June!! 

Best wishes, Elaine 
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Come into the Garden  With Kate Gardner 
#NoMowMay is a national campaign run by Plantlife, the British conservation 
charity that is working nationally and internationally to save threatened wild 
flowers, plants and fungi and they are encouraging us to resist mowing our lawns 
until the end of May in order to boost the flowers and nectar available to 
pollinating insects, such as bees, butterflies and moths. 

Campaign research has revealed that mowing your lawn less frequently can 
provide enough food for ten times the amount of bees, butterflies, moths, 
beetles and other pollinators. A recent study found that rural honey bees have 
to fly further to find food than their urban counterparts, which suggests that wild 
flowers are much less abundant than those grown in the gardens of more built-
up areas. 

If you keep 2 to 3 different grass lengths throughout the summer, it can help 
maximise flower variety as well as the nectar they produce for our precious 
pollinators. If you can leave some areas unmown all year, you might encourage 
some of those taller wildflowers like Oxeye Daisy and Field Scabious to bloom. 
You could create longer patches in lawn corners or along boundaries. These tall 
grassy areas can also provide food, shelter, and nesting spots for wildlife like 
hedgehogs and toads. 

For more of a mid-length meadow you need to mow just 2–3 times a year. Leave 
it to grow between May and August to encourage taller summer flowers like 
Meadow Cranesbill, Musk Mallow, and Knapweed. Then mow as normal outside 
of these months. Mow the rest of your lawn once a month to a height of 1–2 
inches. This allows low-growing plants like daisies and Bird’s-foot-trefoil to 
thrive. 

As the weather is warming, the days are lengthening, and the risk of frost is 
lessoning, there is suddenly lots of activity on the plant front. New dahlia tubers 
can be directly planted into their flowering positions. If you have tubers that 
have been overwintering in pots, the early shoots can be taken as cuttings, not 
only making more plants (for free) but often the flowers on these cuttings will 
have a more vibrant colour to them. 

If you are looking to add some tender summer bedding plants into the mix then 
hold off planting theses out until towards the end of the month when the risk of 
frost is over. If weather conditions are still too cold, delay for another week or 
two and give them a liquid feed to keep them happy until you can get them into 
the ground. 

Sowing hardy annual flowers is a great and cost-effective way to extend the 
flowering season of your garden. Mark out the area that you want them to 
flower in and sow directly into the soil. If you sow then into straight lines that 
will allow you to differentiate the young seedlings from the weed seeds. 
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Come into the Garden  continued 

Pinch out the tips of your perennial plants like fuchsias. Removing the growing 
tips will encourage your plants to become bushier and produce more flowers. At 
the end of the month, you can also cut some of the plants down by half with a 
‘Chelsea chop’ which has the advantage of delaying flowering for a few weeks 

As temperatures rise, keep checking pots and containers to make sure they 
receive sufficient water and don’t dry out. Start feeding your container and 
hanging basket displays with liquid plant food. 

Now is also a good time to Re-pot any pot-bound containers and freshen up 
larger pots by top dressing with fresh compost. 

Happy Gardening 

Reflections – Clophill in May 1981 - Voices from the past. 
Continuing our series looking back at previous issues of Spotlight and Clophill 
Village life… By Julie Benson. 

The cover photo for May 1981 is of the 
house at ‘Beadlow Corner’ I understand 
from one of its former owners that it 
has a very interesting interior – perhaps 
even a ‘secret room’!  

Looking inside the magazine covers, 
under Village Hall news, “Work had got 
underway on the long awaited storage 
extension” There was a cash surplus 
with the final part of a parish council 
loan being repaid and “arrangements 
are in hand for improvements to 
lighting in the main hall.”  

The Parish Council meeting doubled as the Annual Parish Meeting and 
“Following a complaint by a resident, the Parish Council will approach the 
County Surveyor about extending the 30mph limit to cover Mill Lane and Back 
Street.” The Chairman noted that the County Structure Plan as affected Clophill, 
“Was to define new housing as applications for infill only and to designate the 
area if mineral extraction.” Bobby Voltaire was thanked for his “interesting 
contributions at all meetings” when he resigned due to ill-health. It was decided 
not to go forward with providing a small recreation area north of Townshott due 
to a poorly supported meeting with residents.  

At the Flower Club, “The usual cheerful opening by Mrs Carolyn Cranswick 
projected everyone into a light hearted evening.” (Nothing changes there does it 
– hooray!) Mrs Sturdy, during her floral demonstrations encouraged flower 
arrangers to observe carefully and aim for bold forms. This they attempted in a 
following practical session.  
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Reflections continued 

At St. Mary’s School, a cheque for £278 - raised over their “finest Lent 
Project” (about which you read last month) -was presented to a representative 
of Cancer Research.  

There was an Open Evening when a speaker “gave a talk on Language 
Development and giving guidance on means of developing a child’s imagination 
and self-expression in language”, after which there was a tour of the school so 
that those present could “see the excellent work being carried out at this most 
important primary school age.” A fundraising ‘mock Auction’ was being 
advertised to boost “the funds of the P.T.A. which in turn is to the benefit of all 
your children at school.” (Nothing changes here does it? It was on the news only 
the other day that the majority of schools, through no mismanagement on their 
part, will be in huge financial deficit even though they have excellent academic 
ratings.)  
Several children gained piano exam grades -Juliet Gordon grade V, Hazel Brooks 
grade II, Lucy Knowles & Caron Gardner grade I – all with merit, with William 
Knowles gaining 90 out of 99 for grade V theory! Well done all. The next 
candidates included Jane Turton, Chloe Benson and Christopher Bailey, let’s 
hope that they did as well. A butcher’s shop opened in the High Street (and very 
good it was too); the speed of vehicles through the village was mentioned 
(nothing changes)! While Angela Milne wrote that the Playgroup raised £160 
from collecting silver foil, the Guides stopped their fund-raising paper collections 
due to “a fall in demand for waste paper”.  
The Stone Jug had a great domino season with John Bone winning the district 
singles title and John Smith and John Turner set to play in Barton and district 
finals – as were Terry Collis and Mick Groom from the Compasses. The Rising Sun 
with Wendy Izzard and Eileen Palmer in charge of the Ladies darts teams were in 
division 2 of the local league and its Tug-o-War team, trained by Dave Biggs and 
captained by Keith Eaton, like that of the Flying Horse trained by John Gibbons, 
were preparing for the coming season.  
There were nine May birthdays – Alex and Nya Saunders, Stuart Benson, Sarah 
Robinson, Glenn Craig, Nicola Newman, Christopher Bonner, Alec Mattinson and 
Christopher Collins - who won the £1 gift voucher. The church PCC presented 
Dorothy Osborne with a card and cheque as she was stepping down from being 
Treasurer for 25 years - (no easy feat – and perhaps this is a relevant, happy item 
on which to finish as on April 12th this year, Anne Shegog was thanked in a similar 
way when she stepped down from being Churchwarden – and a superb one too!) 
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St Mary’s School News 
from Mrs. Bingley our Headteacher: 
Most of April was taken up with our much needed East-
er holiday! After the stress and demands of our Ofsted 
inspection in March, this was a much needed opportuni-
ty to relax and reset. 

Our Summer Term began with Howard from Flitwick 
Cricket Club making his annual visit to school to give 
Years 1-4 a cricket taster session and promote the ever 
popular Dynamos and All Stars Summer clubs that run 
from Flitwick Cricket Club each year. 

Our Key Stage 1 children were also lucky enough to be invited to take part in a 
Music Workshop, where the children explored rhythm, pulse, pitch and harmony 
through different activities before creating and performing their own song to-
gether! 

April also saw us finally being able to rearrange the much anticipated Inflatable 
Planetarium visit to school. This was funded by our amazing Friends of St. Mary’s 
and gave each class the opportunity to explore space. 

The month ended with our Year 3’s taking part in Bikeability Level 1 sessions to 
teach children how to care for and manage their bikes safely, through lessons 
and practice on our school playground. 

Don’t forget, you can find more information about the school by visiting our 
website: www.clophillstmarysschool.co.uk and we regularly post pictures of our 
events on our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/clophillstmarysschool 

Acorn Nursery news 
from Mrs. Hayes our Early Years Leader: 
For the last term of this year we are investigating, learning and exploring all 
about our Earth and studying in detail the 7 Continents of the World. 

We’ve started big with a ‘trip around the world’ – looking at the globe as a 
whole, thinking about where we would go, what we would take with us and how 
we would travel. 

We then bought things back closer to home – looking at where we live and learn-
ing about Europe. 

We’ve also enjoyed learning about Ladybirds and their fascinating lifecycle and 
listened to, read and acted out the story of ‘What the Ladybird heard’. 

We’ve also celebrated Earth Day and St George’s Day through fun and exciting 
learning activities. 

We have spaces available starting September 2026 (and beyond) in our amazing 
bespoke Nursery, if you would like to find out more, please look on our website 
at www.clophillstmarysschool.co.uk 

or email nursery@clophillstmarysschool.co.uk. 
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St Mary’s School News continued 

Our Values for May are Thankfulness (Appreciation and Sim-
plicity): 
In school, we will learn the importance of appreciating ourselves, those around 
us and the environment. We will consider the importance of appreciating the 
simple things in life that we tend to take for granted. The children will also be 
reminded that, ‘Thank you’ isn’t difficult to say but it means a lot to whoever is 
receiving it. 

We will learn that appreciation can be shown in a variety of ways, including giv-
ing friendship, care and support to others. 

At home, you could discuss as a family all the different ways that you can show 
your appreciation and put them into practice. You may also like to encourage 
your child to make a thank you card for someone they appreciate as we know 
that everyone appreciates something handmade that comes from the heart. 
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It’s been a wonderfully busy 
spring at Preschool full of sea-
sonal joy and change. We 
were delighted to welcome 

Silas from the Methodist Church, who came in to share the Easter story with us. 
The children were fully engaged and as always, we ended the session with our 
favourite tractor song! 

A real highlight has been our visit to Willbury 
Farm on our new minibus; an adventure in itself! 
The children had an incredible time bottle-
feeding lambs and gently holding chicks, duck-
lings, and baby guinea pigs. Meeting “Squishy” 
the pig was a firm favourite. We are so excited 
to have the minibus and can’t wait for many 
more adventures like this in the future. 

Back at preschool, our Easter egg hunt was a big success. 
The children worked together to solve clues, developing 
their problem-solving and teamwork skills as they 
searched for the hidden treasure. There was a real sense 
of excitement and achievement when it was finally 
found. The fun continued with a staff Easter egg hunt, 
where the children took great delight in cheering us on, 
calling out “hotter” and “colder” to guide us to the 
treats! 

We’ve been making the most of the changing season 
with lots of planting. The children have been busy grow-
ing cucumbers, tomatoes, chilli peppers, garlic, and sun-
flowers. They’ve loved getting involved and are already 
looking forward to watching everything grow. 

Our learning has continued in creative and practical ways. In the tuff tray, we 
explored early maths using pinecones and chalk to create shapes, while junk 
modelling has encouraged the children to design and build using recycled mate-
rials, sparking both creativity and conversations about sustainability. 

To mark Earth Day, we made seed bombs and went litter picking, helping the 
children understand the importance of looking after our environment. We also 
explored what recycling means and what materials can be reused. 

We are also making great use of our new bespoke two-year-old garden which we 
renovated over the Easter holidays. It is a space we are incredibly proud of and 
our newest children have loved soaking up the spring sunshine in the huge sand-
pit! The new garden is proving to be a fantastic addition to our provision and has 
also started to be enjoyed during our Clophill Parent and Toddler Group ses-
sions, held every Friday from 9:30–11:30am. If you have young children and like 
a cuppa and a chat, come join us each week! 
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Over the last few weeks, we have been completely 
immersed in an exciting dinosaur-themed adventure, 
sparking curiosity, creativity and a real love of 
learning! 

The children began by bringing dinosaurs to life 
through imaginative play, creating their own Jurassic 

World baby dinosaurs and carefully hatching 
them from eggs. This hands-on start set the 
tone for a topic full of exploration. They 
developed their writing skills by using adjectives 
and expanded noun phrases to describe 
different dinosaurs, producing detailed and 
engaging work, including their own non-fiction 
information books and creative letter writing in 
the voice of the famous fossil hunter, Mary 
Anning. 

Learning about fossils was a real highlight. The 
children explored how fossils are formed, 
examined real examples, and even created their 
own. This led to fascinating discussions about 
Mary Anning’s life and her important 
discoveries, alongside thoughtful conversations 
about life in Georgian Britain and how 

opportunities differed for men and women. 

The children showed great enthusiasm when 
sorting dinosaurs into carnivores, herbivores and 
omnivores using Venn diagrams, as well as 
exploring theories about dinosaur extinction. 
Alongside this, they have been developing their 
understanding of measurement through practical 
activities using rulers, cubes and even their own 
hands and feet.  

Beyond the classroom, the children have enjoyed a 
range of memorable experiences. Highlights 
included a wonderful visit to the farm to feed 
lambs, another visit to Beverley Court to create 
Easter crafts with residents and plenty of seasonal 
celebrations. The children made chocolate Easter 
nests, before taking part in a very exciting dinosaur egg hunt- complete with a 
surprise visit from a T-Rex! 

The children have been creating their own stall for the Church Fete and we can’t 
wait for you to all join us in playing ‘Tea bag or treat?!’ 
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Your local magazine needs you!! 
Spotlight Magazine has been delivered to every home in 
Clophill since it changed its name from Outlook in May 1979. 
We are a fully volunteer-run publication, and our running costs 
are covered entirely by the generous support of local 
advertisers. 

Recently, several advertisers have had to step away, and while 
we are doing our very best to stay afloat, our funds are 
running dangerously low. We are actively seeking new businesses to advertise 
with us, but in the meantime, we need a little extra help from our community to 
keep the magazine going. 

If you are able to make a donation — no matter how small — it would make a 
real difference and be hugely appreciated. 

Please contact me at editorial@clophillspotlight.co.uk and I will reply with our 
bank details. Thank you for supporting your local magazine. 

Best wishes, 

Elaine (Editor)  

Open Gardens 
27th and 28th June 

Plant 

Stall 

We are having a 
plant stall at the Church during the weekend  

and would be very grateful for any donations of plants,  
cuttings and seedlings. 

Please leave them in the Church porch  

Thank you 
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Supporter Number: 920331  

02/04/2026 

Dear Residents of Clophill, 

Thank you very much for your support 

I am writing to express our appreciation and thanks for your amazing 
support in donating your postage stamps to Redwings Horse Sanctuary. 
Supporter Angela Barker collects and sends them to us regularly on your 
behalf and we are so grateful. 

Our postage stamp recycling scheme aids us in generating extra funding 
towards the care of over 1000 horsey residents who have been rescued 
from neglect, abandonment, abuse or poor circumstances. 

With so many in our direct care, we have a lot of mouths to feed. Your 
stamp collections will make a real difference, helping us to provide them 
with the food, veterinary care and all the other things that horses need to 
stay happy and healthy. 

It will also help us reach even more horses, ponies and donkeys who sadly 
still need our help in the UK. 

The UK is in the midst of an equine welfare crisis with an estimated 6,000 
horses at risk of being abandoned. Thanks to your support, we are doing 
everything we can to ease the crisis. From transporting horses to a place of 
safety, giving them health checks, providing them with emergency 
veterinary treatment, and of course offering them a home at the Sanctuary 
whenever we can. 

Thank you for being a friend of Redwings and for helping us help horses in 
need. 

Best Wishes, 

Lucy Du Feu 

Supporter Engagement Team Leader 
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Clophill Parish Council 
The Parish Council meeting was held at the Village Hall 
on Tuesday 28th April. 

• Cllr Steve Rodell has elected to stand down as Chair, although he will 
continue to support the Parish Council as a councillor. The Parish Councillors 
all wanted to thank Steve for all his hard work for the Parish Council over the 
years and look forward to continuing working with him. Cllr Sarah Matlock 
was voted in as the new Chair with Cllr Craig Nester being voted in as the 
new Vice Chair. 

• Recreation Ground – The fundraising for the new rabbit proof fencing has 
gone brilliantly and work should be starting on the recreation ground within 
the next few weeks, date to be confirmed in the coming weeks but notices 
will be put up. The Parish Council would like to say a huge THANK YOU to all 
who donated to help make this possible. 

Bedfordshire Local History Association 
Luton’s Heritage: Made and Shaped 

Join us for a journey through the heart of Luton's heritage. From the grand 
estate of Luton Hoo to bustling George Street, the town’s story is one of 
rapid change and enduring community. This conference explores the 
diverse forces that contributed to modern Luton: the arrival of the 
railways, the industrial might of Vauxhall, and the powerful influence of 
church patronage on our social history. Discover the stories that have 
shaped the Luton we know today.  
Four speakers with illustrated talks: 
• Luton Made: Vauxhall is a heritage project funded by The National 

Lottery Heritage Fund, celebrating the history of Vauxhall, the car 
manufacturer, here in Luton.  

• The History of George Street, Luton’s Town Centre 
• The Leigh Family at Luton Hoo and Their Involvement in the Railways to 

Luton 
• The power of church patronage to shape the social history of a town, 

1763-1896 
With an optional guided tour of St Mary’s, a Grade 1 Listed Building 

AGM and Conference 2026 
Saturday, 6th June 2026 at St Mary’s Parish Church, LU1 3JF 
For full booking details, visit: www.bedfordshire-lha.org.uk 
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1826 

Baptisms 

14 Jane (?), d of William and Jane 
 Lincoln. 

 Catherine, d of James and Diana 
 Sinfield (?) 

21 Eli, s of John and Anne Wittamore. 

28 Peter, s of Robert and Ann 
 Cunnington, f a butcher. 

Burials 

04 (?), s of John and Charlotte Palmer. 

24 Elizabeth, w of William Lomax (?) 

25 (?) Odel (sic). 

29 Sarah, d of Thomas Lindford. 

1876 

Baptisms 

28 Benjamin William, s of Joseph and 
 Jane Carter. 

 (?) Harriet, d of William and Sarah 
 Low, father a farmer. 

Marriages 

18 John Gudgin, 22 groom, to Elizabeth 
 Alice Ball, 18. 

Burials 

15 William Chapman, 58, Apoplexy. 

1926 

Baptisms 

23 John Roland (Jack), s of Roland and 
 Evelyn Herbert. 

 John (? Joan) Appleby, d of Percival 
 and Rosa Bottoms. 

Burials 

01 Sarah Annie Burrows, 66. 

1976 

No registers recorded. 

Parish Registers for May 

St. Mary’s Church Registers for April 2026 
Burial of Ashes  16th  Anne Speake, 86. 

• Neighbourhood Plan – The Parish Council will be represented at the Village 
Fete this year by Cllr Matlock and Cllr Nester. Please do come along and say 
hello and let them know your views on how YOU would like our village to 
look in the future. All your comments will be included in the proposal for the 
new Neighbourhood Plan. Your input is vital in the way our future village will 
look. 

Planning Applications: 
CB/26/00879/FULL The Boat House, 12 Little Lane 

Proposal: Garage conversion into a two-bed dwelling. 

Date of Next Meeting: 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held along with the Annual Parish 
Meeting on the 19th May 2026 19:45 at Clophill Village Hall. If you are a local 
club or society please do come along! Just let the clerk know by emailing her at 
clerk@clophill-pc.gov.uk 
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ST. MARY’S CHURCH NEWS 

Over £1,000 was raised by donations at the Lent 
Lunches and the Agape Supper for this year’s charity, 
CRISIS. Huge thanks are due to those who prepared 
and served the lunches and, of course, all who came 
and gave so generously. This is inclusive of Gift Aid. 

All the services over the Easter weekend were well attended starting with the 
Agape on Maundy Thursday evening, through to the joyous celebration of Holy 
Communion on Easter Day. A new event was held on Good Friday morning 
instigated by our Rector, Revd Steve Marsh. The observation of Stations of the 
Cross will be familiar to our Roman Catholic friends, but not so much in the 
Church of England. He had obtained a set of posters produced by the nuns of 
Turvey Abbey depicting the Way of the Cross, (Via Dolorosa), which were fixed 
round the church. The congregation walked from one to the next and heard 
meditations on each. It was a beautiful service. In the afternoon some from our 
church joined with Maulden to mark “The Last Hour”. Holy Saturday is a day of 
quiet reflection before the celebration of the Resurrection. 

As is the custom, about 2 dozen people gathered at the Old Church at 7.30 am to 
greet the Resurrection in a short service of hymns, prayers and readings, led this 
year by Margaret Byass, a Worship Leader in the Methodist Church. This was 
followed by the traditional breakfast in the Eco-Lodges of bacon butties and a 
much needed hot drink. As always, our thanks go to the Gardner family for this. 

We are now back in fund-raising and social mode, with a Spring Lunch on April 
22nd, the Church Fete and Village Event on May 9th and Open Gardens on the last 
weekend in June. We are indebted to our fund-raising for these events which 
bring the village together and keep the church open for all residents of Clophill. 

If you wish to join with us, there is a service every Sunday, where you will find a 
warm welcome. 

Coffee and Croissants 
Clophill Methodist Church 

Saturday 13th June 

10am to 12 noon 

ALL WELCOME 
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Clophill in the Great War by Colin Watt.  
Abridged Excerpts from the book. Part 4 of 13. 

See full details of the book at bit.ly/30uLMM 

1915 – War Comes Closer to Home 
By 1915, trench warfare had become well established on the Western Front. 
What many men had believed would be a short adventure was turning into a 
brutal war of attrition, with little ground gained and enormous loss of life. In 
Clophill alone, fifty-six local men were now serving in the armed forces.  

One of the first fatalities to affect the village deeply was Harry Horace Quenby, 
whose death was reported on 23 January 1915. Harry was the son of James Liles 
Quenby, landlord of The Compasses in the High Street and a master baker. Harry 
had attended the National School and later worked in his father’s bakery. A 
veteran of the Boer War, he enlisted soon after war was declared and served 
with the 2nd Battalion, The Queen’s (Royal West Surrey Regiment). He fought 
during the retreat from Mons, was wounded, and later died of his injuries in 
Lincoln Hospital. He was awarded the 1914 Star and is remembered both at 
Lincoln Cemetery and on the Clophill War Memorial. News of his death was a 
shock to the village—the first local loss of the war. 

Meanwhile, the presence of the military became more visible at home. The 
Royal Engineers established a training base at Haynes Park, with around 150 men 
billeted in Clophill at any one time. Villagers supported them by opening the 
Parish Room as a canteen and recreation space. Football matches, concerts, and 
makeshift “Foo-Foo Bands” brought moments of shared enjoyment before each 
new group of Engineers moved on to the Front. 

The Rector, Rev. Cecil Lloyd Matthews, played an active role. He led special 
services for the soldiers, officiated at funerals and weddings, and even 
performed songs at village concerts. In July, he accepted the post of Chaplain to 
the Forces, leaving Clophill to serve at a military camp in Lincolnshire. 

The wider war continued to darken the year. German submarines began 
attacking merchant ships, and the disastrous Gallipoli campaign unfolded. The 
sinking of the Lusitania in May caused outrage worldwide. At home, influenza 
and other illnesses spread through the village. 

Yet life went on. The Royal Engineers earned praise for their good conduct, and 
events such as the Statty Fair, held each September, provided welcome relief 
from anxiety and sorrow. Even in wartime, Clophill sought moments of normality 
amid growing uncertainty. 
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Bedfordshire’s Greensand Ridge  
Walk turns 40 

The Greensand Trust is holding a spring and summer 
programme of walks to discover Bedfordshire’s 
Greensand Ridge Walk to mark the 40th anniversary 
of the county’s premier walking route.  

Taking place from May to September, with distances from 3 to 9 miles per 
walk, this is a great way to discover the walk, if you haven't walked it before, 
or a different way to enjoy it if you're familiar with the route.  

The Greensand Ridge is one of the few places in Central England where thin, 
sandy soils support lowland heathland and acid grassland - distinctive land-
scapes which support specific wildlife and vegetation and need to be protect-
ed to thrive. The well-wooded, mature and attractive landscape contains 
many places to visit and offers superb leisure opportunities with the popular 
Greensand Ridge Walk and Cycle Route running the entire distance.  

Scheduled walks are as follows: 

• Woburn and Eversholt circular (6.25 miles) Sunday 17th May 

• Clophill’s Ancient Roots (3 miles) Sunday 31st May 

• Eversholt to Ampthill (7.75 miles) Sunday 7th June 

• Ampthill to Clophill (6.75 miles) Sunday 21st June 

• Old Warden Circular (8 miles) Saturday 18th July 

• Weneslawe Circular (8 miles) Sunday 9th August 

• Gamlingay and Parklands Circular (7 miles) Sunday 23rd August 

• Haynes Circular (5.75 miles) Sunday 6th September 

All walks cost £10 per adult. Linear walks include transport to the start point 
so that vehicles can be left at the end point. Under 18s are welcome if accom-
panied by an adult and able to walk the distance.  

To find out more information and to book on any of these walks please visit  
www.greensandtrust.org/events 

All proceeds fund the walks 
and go towards the environ-
mental conservation work of 
The Greensand Trust. 
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What’s on in and around Clophill 
MAY 

Saturday 9th – Church fete and village event St. Marys church 12noon – 4pm. See poster. 
Saturday 9th – Coffee and Croissants GC Methodist church, 10am – 12noon.  

JUNE 

Saturday 13th – Coffee and Croissants GC Methodist church, 10am – 12noon. See poster. 
Saturday 27th and Sunday 28th – Open Gardens weekend, refreshments at St. Mary’s 
church, 12 – 6pm each day. See poster. 

Plus…. 
Weekdays during term time 

* Clophill Community Hub is open, Village Hall, 8:30am to 3pm. 

  Also open on Weekends 10:00am to 4:00pm. 

Mondays… 

* Singthusiasm Choir, St. Mary’s Church, 7:30 - 9pm. 

Wednesdays… 

* Tea and Chat, Greensand Community Methodist Church, 10:30am – 12noon. 

* Beverley Court Bingo Night, in the Residents lounge, 7pm. All welcome.... 

Thursdays… 

* Thursday Leisure Club – TLC – St Mary’s Church, 2pm. 

Fridays… 

* Little Saplings, Stay and Play 9:30am – 11:00am, Acorn Nursery at St. Mary’s School. 

Fridays… during term time 

* Clophill Parent & Toddler Group 9:30am – 11:30am, Village Hall. 

Wednesdays 10am – 1pm (for volunteers) Sundays 10am – 12noon (all) and Sundays 
1pm – 3pm (adults only) … 

* Clophill Therapeutic Gardens, off Shefford Road (up track by No 9). 

  CHURCH SERVICES 

Regular services at St Mary’s Church, Clophill. 

1st Sunday  11am, Family Praise 

Other Sundays 11am, Parish Communion 

Services at GC Methodist Church, Clophill.  
See noticeboard outside church for dates and times.  

1st Sunday: United Service 10.30am held at different hubs 

2nd Sunday 10.30am Local Preacher 

3rd Sunday 9.30am Communion Rev. Wood 

4th Sunday 11:00am Rev. Wood 
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Useful numbers 
Gas (Emergency)  0800 111999 
Electricity (Emergency)  0800 7838838 
Emergency Fire/Police/Ambulance  999 
Water/Sewage (Anglian Water)  0845 7145145 
Telephone  (Customer Services) 150         (Faults) 151 
Highways Department (Central Bedfordshire Council)  0300 3008049 
Benefits Agency (Bedford office)  01234 361500 
Registrar's Office (Births/deaths/marriages)  0300 3008089 
Rail (Enquiries)  0845 7484950 
Buses  01234 262151  (Link A Ride) 01525 840511 (Flittabus)  01582 406561 
Luton Airport 01582 405100 
Swimming  (Flitwick) 01525 717744  (Robinson Pool) 01234 212479 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
Central Beds Offices (Chicksands)  0300 300 8000 
Mid-Bed; MP  Blake Stephenson 020 7219 7477 
Central Bedfordshire Councillors  Susan Clinch  0300 300 8516 
 Gary Summerfield  0300 300 8561 
 Mark Smith  0300 300 8541 
Clophill Parish Council       PC Clerk. Lynne Killeen clerk@clophill-pc.gov.uk  07888 685886 

HOSPITALS 
Bedford (North & South)  01234 355122  Admissions  01234 261150 
 Appointments  01234 359012 
Luton & Dunstable  0845 1270127 

DOCTOR'S CLINICS 
Ampthill  (Houghton Close) 01525 300898  (Oliver Street)  01525 631395 
 (Greensands)  01525 631390 
Shefford  Enquiries 01462 818620  Appointments  01462 810034 
Barton  01582 528700  Flitwick  01525 715300 

POLICE  Non Emergency  101 
County Police HQ  01234 841212 
Ampthill Station  101 

CHURCHES 
St Mary’s Parish Church  
 (Rector) Steve Marsh TBA 
 (Church Warden)  Mrs Anne Shegog anneshegog@gmail.com  01525 864868 
St Francis RC Church, Shefford  01452 813436 
Clophill Methodist Church Revd Silas Wood, email: swood11@me.com,  01525 571392 
 Mr John Errick  01525 860695 
Baptist Churches  (Maulden) Ian Crawford  01525 634325 
 (Shefford) Hazel Arnold  01462 812564 

SCHOOLS 
St Mary's C of E Lower School, Nursery & Preschool (Headteacher Mrs K Bingley)  01525 860206 
Harlington Upper School, Harlington  01525 755100 
Preschool  clophillpreschool@gmail.com (Chris) 07936 006381 or (Imogen) 07765 887868 
Redborne Upper School, Ampthill  01525 404462 
Robert Bloomfield Middle School, Shefford  01462 628800 
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Village groups 
Beverley Court  860920 
Brownies  enquiryym.girlguiding.org.uk 
Clophill Community Care  Duty Contact  07791 773705 
Clophill Heritage Trust  Ali Bradbury 07894 710001 
Clophill Parent and Toddler Group   

 Imogen 07765 887868 

Clophill Preschool  Alex Hale and Sophie Hale 07939 823721 
Clophill St Mary's C of E Lower School, Nursery and Preschool  
  Tracy Hayes 860206 
Clophill United Charities  Val Martin 07845 731134 
Community Garden  Bev Hall (Bloomin Well)  07468 121508 
   www.bloominwellcic.com 
Conservation Group  Brian Adams 862297 
Fledglings  Alex Hale and Sophie Hale 07908 162354 
Flower Club  Gillian Hill 860539 
Funzone After School Club  07903 167493 
Singthusiasm Choir  Luke 07975 520085 
Indoor Carpet Bowls  Tony Meredith 860754 
Messy Church   Victoria Higgins 07920 568861 
   victoriajhiggins@hotmail.co.uk 
Friends of St Mary's (FOSM) Johnathan Matlock and Anna Neuff  
   fosmclophill@gmail.com 
Scouts and Cubs   www.scouts.org.uk/get-involved 
Tea and Chat   Anita Errick 860695 
Village Hall Booking Secretary Marylin Browning 07821 643936 

Take out an annual ad in Clophill 

SPOTLIGHT 
Black & White per year 

This is one-third £95  Height 61 x Width 126 mm 
Please email our Advertising Manager 

ads@clophillspotlight.co.uk 
Other sizes:- 

A sixth of a page (H31mm x W126mm) £65 
Quarter page (H92mm x W61mm) £85 
Half page (H92mm x W126mm) £140 

A full page is £250 
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Take out an annual 
advert in  

Clophill SPOTLIGHT 
Black & White per year 

This is one-quarter 

Height 92 x Width 61 mm 

£85 

Please email our  
Advertising Manager 

ads@clophillspotlight.co.uk 

Other sizes:- 

A sixth of a page (H31mm x W126mm) £65 

A third of a page (H61mm x W126mm) £95 

A half page (H92 mm x W126mm) £140 

A full page is £250 
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Bespoke carpentry and joinery 
solutions serving homes in Clophill and 

the surrounding area. Fully qualified 
with over 40 years’ experience. We 

specialise in creating quality bespoke 
storage solutions, door hanging, 

fitting wooden flooring and 
refurbishing staircases, alongside a 

wide range of general carpentry and 
joinery services. 

info@purejoinerysolutions.co.uk 

07786 463217 

Take out an annual ad in Clophill 

SPOTLIGHT 
Black & White per year 

This is one-sixth £65  Height 31 x Width 126 mm 

mailto:info@purejoinerysolutions.co.uk
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Take out an annual 
advert in  

Clophill SPOTLIGHT 
Black & White per year 

This is one-quarter 

Height 92 x Width 61 mm 

£85 

Please email our  
Advertising Manager 

ads@clophillspotlight.co.uk 

Other sizes:- 

A sixth of a page (H31mm x W126mm) £65 

A third of a page (H61mm x W126mm) £95 

A half page (H92 mm x W126mm) £140 

A full page is £250 
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Take out an annual 
advert in  

Clophill SPOTLIGHT 
Black & White per year 

This is one-quarter 

Height 92 x Width 61 mm 

£85 

Please email our  
Advertising Manager 

ads@clophillspotlight.co.uk 

Other sizes:- 

A sixth of a page (H31mm x W126mm) £65 

A third of a page (H61mm x W126mm) £95 

A half page (H92 mm x W126mm) £140 

A full page is £250 
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Take out an annual ad in Clophill 

SPOTLIGHT 
Black & White per year 

This is one-sixth £65  Height 31 x Width 126 mm 
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Advertisers index 
Auctioneers & valuers 
W&H Peacock 35 

Bathroom Services 
Bathroom Vogue 39 

Builders & Carpenters 
PURE joinery solutions 29 
T. Butlin Building & Plastering35 
Stuart Benson Building Projects
 IFC 
Car Services/Repairs 
A&F Motors Ltd IFC 
Mint Alloys 34 
TC Coomber Car Services BC 
Choirs 
Singthusiasm 41 

Computer Services 
PCLap Repairs  29 
Electrical Services 
APN Electrical 28 

Financial Services  
ET Accounting Services 30 
Stellar Financial Planning 37 
MB Accounting Services 25 
The Mortgage Expert 30 

Food & Refreshments 
Café at W&H Peacock 33 
Woburn Country Foods 42 
Fuel 
FireWoodShire 35 

Funeral Services 
AL&G Abbott, Funeral Directors
 36 

Garden 
Coles Growers IBC 
JK Garden and Landscape 
Services 31 
Newbury Farm Plants 40 

Health & Beauty 
Bluebird Care 36 
Pilates Box  41 
Tracy’s Scentsy Treasures 28 
Tammy’s Talons 29 

Home Improvements 
David James Kitchens 28 
Legal 
Photiades Solicitors 37 
Shaw’s Wills 27 
Pet & Animal Services 
The Conifers Canine Hotel 39 
The Bluecat Luxury Cattery 32 
Ampthill Veterinary Centre 26 
Floofys Dog Grooming 26 
Freyas Dog Grooming  29 

Plumbing & Drainage Services 
Jamie, the happy plumber 32 
Beta Plumbing 38 
Chapman & Kirby Heating 25 

Print Services 
Fidelity Design & print IFC 

Public Houses 
The Stone Jug 25 

 
Repair Services 
Tim Downing Repair Services  
 38 
Schools 
Clophill PreSchool BC 
Clophill St Mary’s C of E 34 
Acorn Lower School and 
Nursery 34 
Security Services 
Maximum Security Systems 40 
Signage 
Broome Signs 43 

Travel Services 
Travel Counsellor 33 
Tuition 
Wrest Park Tutors 30 

Village Hall 
Clophill Village Hall 24 

Windows/Replacement 
Andrew Baker Windows 38 
AW Windows IBC 
Kings Windows 31 
Misty Double Glazing 32 

Love reading Spotlight? 
Don’t forget to mention us when you use a business that 

advertises in this magazine! 

IFC = Inside Front Cover   IBC = Inside Back Cover  BC = Back Cover 



 ColesGrowers 
      BBRRIITTIISSHH  CCUUTT  FFLLOOWWEERRSS 
SEASONAL, SUSTAINABLE, UNIQUE 

Fresh bouquets £15 £25 or £40                      
Posy in a jar £12 – these make beautiful gifts 
Bud vases 2 for £14 for a small celebration 
Special occasions please get in touch. 
CCooll lleecctt   ffrroomm  GGrraavveennhhuurrsstt  FFrrii //SSaatt  aamm  oorr  ppmm..    
OOrrddeerr  ddeeaaddll iinnee  33ppmm  tthhee  ddaayy  bbeeffoorree..     
Please contact us via:  
Text/WhatsApp 07736 106326 or  
Email: lynda@colesgrowers.co.uk for how to order 
 



UNIT F, AMPTHILL INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, STATION ROAD, AMPTHILL, MK45 2QY

AMPTHILL
01525 406330

MOT’S CLASS 4/5L/7

CAR SERVICING & REPAIR

TYRES & EXHAUSTS

AIR CONDITIONING

DIAGNOSTIC CODE READING

Collection
& Delivery
SERVICE AVAILABLE

Please ask

Call or email to find out more
07765 887868 or 07936 006381
clophillpreschool@gmail.com
www.clophillpreschool.co.uk

We are a unique outdoor setting based in
the rural grounds of Clophill Village Hall 
welcoming children from the age of 2 and 
offering a bespoke SEND provision.

Our passionate and experienced staff nurture 
every child and broaden their perspective, 
enrich their knowledge and spark the magic of 
wonder through a curriculum based in nature.

Locally printed by                    | Tel: 01234 907907 |  www.fidelityprint.co.uk


