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 Stuart Benson Building Projects 

Design, Build and Maintenance including Interior Refurbishments, 
Kitchen / Bathroom fitting, Tiling, Flooring, Skirting boards, Doors 

Garage conversions. Exterior Decking, Patios, Driveways 
Garden Offices/ Sheds 

Tel: 07946 579862 or 01525 839878 
Email: benson.stuart@ gmail.com  
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Tel: (01525) 404919 
 

89 Oliver Street, Ampthill, Bedfordshire MK45 2SA 
 

 
CAR AND COMMERCIAL VEHICLES 
ALSO CLASSIC & AMERICAN CARS 

 
SERVICING – REPAIRS – BREAKDOWN 

SPRAYING – M.O.T. 
 

 

www.fidelityprint.co.uk
quotes@fidelityprint.co.uk | 01234 907907

Business stationery & forms
Brochures, leaflets & flyers 
Posters, banners & exhibitions
Labels & packaging 
Wedding stationery
Photo & art printing
Plan scan, copy & print

PRINTSPIRATIONAL
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The magazine staff 
EDITOR Elaine Jones 07918 975823 
 editorial@clophillspotlight.co.uk 
ADVERTISING MANAGER ads@clophillspotlight.co.uk  
DESIGN MANAGER Colin Watt 
DISTRIBUTION MANAGER  Toni Elston 07979 643047 
 Paul Leckie 
TREASURER Jon Bates 07725 068828 

Deadline for articles is 20th of the month 

You can also read Spotlight online 

www.clophillspotlight.co.uk 

 A word from the Editor… 

Welcome to the July 
 issue of Spotlight 

Dear Reader, 
Following on from the hugely successful open gardens weekend and 
yet another heatwave; Kate, our regular contributor, has a very 
interesting article about how to adapt your garden into a space that 
can cope with our drier and hotter summers. Turn over the page to 
have a read, I found it very helpful. 

 

I am delighted to write that we have 4 new advertisers this month. 
We have the Olde Watermill Shopping Village, Millers Market and 
Handmade Local, Cuddles and Care (we all could do with some of 
that!) and a new carpenter, Tim Barker. Spotlight simply wouldn’t 
exist without our advertisers. So if you are looking for someone to fix 
something, look after your pet, need a financial service, fancy a bit of 
a shop and much more, do look up the index at the back to see if 
someone local is advertising. 

 

Spotlight takes a break for the summer now, so see you all again in 
September!! 

Best wishes, Elaine 
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Come into the Garden  With Kate Gardner 
There is a quiet shift happening in our gardens. Summers seem longer, dry spells 
more frequent and those periods of intense heat that once felt unusual now 
arrive almost every year. For gardeners working on the area's characteristically 
free-draining soils, the challenge is particularly noticeable. Water disappears 
quickly, lawns turn brown earlier, and plants that once sailed through summer 
can suddenly look tired and stressed. Rather than fighting these changes, 
perhaps it is time to garden with them. 

The good news is that many beautiful plants thrive in exactly the conditions that 
are becoming more common. By choosing resilient species and adapting a few 
gardening habits, we can create gardens that are not only more drought tolerant 
but also rich in wildlife, colour and seasonal interest. 

One of the most effective ways to build resilience is to look towards plants that 
originate from regions with hot summers and poorer soils. Mediterranean plants 
are an obvious choice, but there are also many prairie and steppe plants that 
perform brilliantly in British gardens. 

The key is not simply drought tolerance, but drought adaptation. Plants that 
have evolved to cope with dry conditions often possess silver foliage that reflects 
sunlight, deep root systems that search out moisture, or narrow leaves that 
reduce water loss. Plants to consider include lavender, Verbena bonariensis, sea 
hollies, shrubby salvias like Amistad and Caradonna and oriental grasses. 

Once established, they cope remarkably well with dry conditions and provides 
nectar for bees and butterflies throughout the warmest months as well as 
structure and colour well into the autumn. 

Verbena bonariensis with its airy stems weave effortlessly through borders 
adding movement and despite its delicate appearance, it is remarkably resilient 
and often survives prolonged dry spells. 

As temperatures rise, shade becomes an increasingly valuable garden feature. 
Even a single well-positioned tree can reduce temperatures in a garden, protect 
neighbouring plants and create more comfortable spaces for people and wildlife. 
Amelanchier, Olive trees (in particularly sheltered locations) and the Strawberry 
tree (Arbutus unedo) are all tolerant of drier soils once established and provide 
year-round interest. 

Container plants are often the first casualties of a hot spell, particularly when 
gardeners are away on holiday. The combination of restricted root space, dark-
coloured pots and direct sunlight can quickly lead to stress or even plant loss. 

Before going away, gather containers into the coolest part of the garden. 
Morning sun and afternoon shade is ideal as reducing direct sun exposure by a 
few hours each day can significantly slow water loss. Plants create a more humid 
microclimate when clustered together. Grouping pots reduces evaporation and 
helps conserve moisture. 
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Come into the Garden  continued 

Give pots a thorough soak rather than a quick surface watering. Water should 
penetrate the entire root ball. A second watering an hour later ensures compost 
is fully saturated. A layer of gravel, bark chips or compost on the surface of pots 
reduces evaporation and helps keep roots cooler.  

Climate change presents challenges, but it also offers an opportunity to rethink 
how we garden. By selecting plants suited to warmer, drier conditions and 
embracing practices that conserve water, we can create gardens that are more 
resilient, more sustainable, and often more beautiful. 

Happy Gardening 

Reflections – Clophill in July 1981 - Voices from the past. 
Continuing our series looking back at 
previous issues of Spotlight and Clophill 
Village life… By Julie Benson. 

“Cover picture - Tom Aitken of the ‘Flying 
Horse’ dressed as ‘Mr Happy’, a hit with 
many people at the recent Village Fete”. 
As you can imagine, the pages of Spotlight, 
well, the first four, are a fete report, 
beginning with “The 2nd Bedford Boys’ 
Brigade Band led a super Fete Day 
procession through the village in beautiful 
sunshine on Saturday 13th June, when the Annual Fete and Dog Show was held in 
the playing field.” There were six floats up for judging – which the PTA won. 
“Children from all over the village gathered at ‘the Rising Sun’ where they 
boarded the main float as entrants in the largest ever Fancy Dress Parade.” The 
winner of the “3-6 yrs – Sharon Collis – Queen of hearts; 7-11years – Maxine 
Collis – Gypsy and Pairs – Rebecca Feris and Adrian Puddephatt – Alice and the 
Mad Hatter.”  

The system of 50% of takings or £10 for a stall “created much wider interest in 
the event as organisations were able to raise cash for their own funds as well as 
to give support to the village hall.” (The proceeds were to go to “the new storage 
extension”.) There were stalls provided by St. Mary’s School P.T.A., the W.I., the 
Flower Club, Darby and Joan, St. Mary’s Church, Toddler Group, Playgroup and 
Mrs Mary Hutchinson. (Much the same as now eh!) Sideshows were organised 
by the Senior Football Club, the guides, Ampthill and District Lions, Mr. Gumble 
and Mrs Saville, not forgetting the people who kindly helped to man additional 
stalls. Here must be included a special thank you to the Kiln Youth Club Officials 
who acted as car park stewards and to Mrs. Rosemary Ilett and her helpers who 
dealt with the afternoon’s catering arrangement.”  
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Reflections continued 
Among the children’s running race 1st and 2nd places were Matthew Bird, Paul 
Hill, Philip Wynn, Gregory Wiles, Richard Gibbs, Neil Smith, Stephen Wynn and 
Stephen Gibbs.” Rebecca Fisher, Lisa James, Joanne Davis, Louise Hughes, 
Jennifer Graves, Lucy Knowles, Julia Drake, Martin Dorrell, Julia Duggan, Alan 
Panter, Hayley Conde and Caroline Duggan skipped their way to 1st and 2nd 
places while a host of children enjoyed the three-legged race, dribbling the ball; 
and an Obstacle race – with Julia Duggan, David English, Caroline Duggan, Rachel 
Naylor and Jane Duggan coming to the fore. There were umpteen classes in the 
Dog Show and Javalstar Holly, an Irish Setter owned by Lorraine Davies claiming 
1st prize in the ‘Best Clophill Resident’.  

The Tug-O-War was won by ‘The Flying Horse’ with ‘The Stone Jug’ coming 
second. There is information concerning ‘The Royal Wedding Celebration Party’, 
entry to which “will be by badge only” the folk to contact were Pauline Ashton, 
Mary Baldwin, Tessa Carpenter, Diana Collins and Rita Portas.  

Under ‘Local History’, the story of our village continues: ”By the time of the Rev. 
William Norman 1619-1651 the part of the village around the Old Rectory 
(opposite the church on the High Street) was regarded as the centre of the 
‘town’. Paths led to open fields where residents laboured for their bread. 
Cottages, many of which have since disappeared, clung to their sides. Land given 
to the parish for a school in 1630 is thought to have been the site of the old 
Reading Room, in the High Street. The remains of this very old building can be 
seen just past Church House on the left in the direction of Beadlow. (Now it’s a 
house.) A document dated 1657 described a piece of land near Church Path as 
‘where the Tainters stood’, a reference to the tenters or tenting hooks on which 
weavers stretched their cloth. Some of the oldest houses have stood in this part 
of the village. Barbara Izzard of 124 High Street tells us that the weavers lived in 
her cottage for several generations. Their name was Pennyfather and they were 
there during the 17th and 18th centuries. ‘The Tainters’ or drying ground was 
opposite her cottage, on the corner of Church Path and High Street, lying south 
of Pine Hill and now occupied by allotments.  

Other old buildings in this area have included Cross Tee House, Cops Hall, Broom 
Close and Ladymead. Although there are a number of old buildings to the west 
of the parish such as Clophill House and The Water Mill, the village didn’t 
develop in this direction until the 17th century when other traders joined the inn 
and the smithy, to catch business from the main road to London. (This used to be 
over the original bridge on the Green.) Back Street was later formed from a series 
of houses built on waste land. A very risky procedure in those days as the lord of 
the Manor had the right to order their removal.” 
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St Mary’s School News 
from Mrs. Bingley our Headteacher: 

June is always a busy month at school, but this year 
seemed especially busy! The month started with the 
Year 4’s tackling the Government Multiplication Check 
and the Year 1’s working through the mandatory Phonics 
Check. 

Amongst the work, there was also lots of play! We had a surprise, last minute 
offer of a FREE show on the first day back after half term; meaning Years R-4 all 
enjoyed an impromptu performance of Treasure Island from a visiting theatre 
company! 

Years R and 4 both enjoyed their end of year trips to Mead Open Farm and Go 
Ape respectively, and Acorn Nursery were visited by Teaching Talons. 

We held our first ever Football Fundraising Day, led by ProStrike, receiving a fan-
tastic £2180.96 boost to our school budget thanks to the very generous dona-
tions from parents, carers and associated family members and friends. We are 
incredibly grateful to the funds raised to support our school. 

A member of the Road Safety Team visited Years R-4 to lead Road Safety ses-
sions to each class, helping them to understand how to be safe crossing a road, 
travelling in a car and the need to wear hi-vis in dark and dreary weather. 

Our month ended with the school receiving an annual assembly from the NSPCC 
(led by school staff) on the importance of being safe and what to do if they don’t 
feel safe. 

Don’t forget, you can find more information about the school by visiting our 
website: www.clophillstmarysschool.co.uk and we regularly post pictures of our 
events on our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/clophillstmarysschool 

Acorn Nursery news 
from Mrs. Hayes our Early Years Leader: 
We’ve had so much fun continuing with our virtual ‘trip around the world’, ex-
ploring and learning about Australia, Antartica, North America and Africa. We’ve 
also learnt all about ‘growth’ - investigating human, animal and plant lifecycles. 
As well as all this, we’ve also found time to look at the History of Transport fo-
cusing on planes and Formula One Racing! 

We enjoyed meeting all sorts of unusual animals up close, including a Madagas-
can hissing cockroach and an owl at our annual Teaching Talons visit and we al-
ways love seeing their amazing dog Chip who performs tricks! 

We have LIMITED spaces available starting September 2026 (and beyond) in our 
amazing bespoke Nursery, if you would like to find out more, please look on our 
website at www.clophillstmarysschool.co.uk 

or email nursery@clophillstmarysschool.co.uk. 
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St Mary’s School News continued 

Our Values for July are Courage and Confidence: 
In school, especially with school and class transitions coming up, we will talk 
about what we’re afraid of and go on to consider how we can overcome our 
fears. We will think about the importance of talking to friends and family when 
we are worried. We will also look at examples of others who have shown cour-
age and reflect on times when we have been brave, considering how that made 
us feel. We will also discuss how bravery doesn’t just mean physical feats but 
also to words and actions that we use daily, like standing up for what you know 
is right. 

At home, you may like to examine this ‘thought for the month’ and discuss its 
meaning: 

“Sometimes the biggest act of courage is small one.” 

This month, as a family, you could try and do something reasonably challenging 
like removing the stabilisers from a bike or jumping into the swimming pool for 
the first time. As a family you could also discuss the importance of having the 
confidence to talk about your worries and how you can overcome them bravely, 
together. 

 

Our Forest School provision are seeking additional volunteers. 

• Do you love the great outdoors? 

• Do you enjoy spending time with children? 

• Would you like to learn new skills? 

• Do you enjoy a cuppa and a biscuit around a campfire? 

• Can you spare a morning or two each half term? 

If so, you might have found your perfect match!  Please get in touch with us to 
request more details about this rewarding volunteer role: 

generaladmin@clophillstmarysschool.co.uk 

Or visit our website here for more information: 

www.clophillstmarysschool.co.uk/Voluteering-at-Forest-School/ 

The role would involve spending time in a local woodland on Wednesday morn-
ings, with between 10 and 15 five and six-year old children, supporting them in 
their chosen activities between September and July.  Training will be provided. 
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Clophill in the Great War by Colin Watt.  
Abridged Excerpts from the book. Part 6 of 13. 

See full details of the book at bit.ly/30uLMM 

1916 – Somme, Gallipoli, and Life on the Home Front 
By 1916, the Great War had transformed life in Clophill and across the country. 
The army adjusted its recruitment rules, lowering the minimum height to 5 ft 0 in 
for Bantam Battalions, allowing fit and strong men previously turned away to 
enlist. Local soldiers, like Private Doggett, served bravely but some, tragically, did 
not return. Doggett died after surgery on 7 March 1916, leaving a wife and five 
children, and is commemorated at Brookwood Cemetery, Woking. 
Labour shortages at home drove wages up to 15 shillings or more per week, 
while women increasingly took on work in fields and smallholdings. Haymaking, 
essential for feeding livestock, was particularly hard-hit by the absence of men. 
The war continued across the globe. Sapper A. G. Hunt of the Royal Engineers 
wrote from Egypt about the evacuation of Gallipoli in January 1916, describing 
narrow escapes, dangerous beaches, and the long journey to Cairo. He marvelled 
at surviving nearly unscathed, despite the chaos of war. 
In the seas around Britain, the Battle of Jutland (31 May) tested the Royal Navy. 
Although the British lost more ships and sailors, they successfully contained the 
German fleet. Meanwhile, Lord Kitchener, en route to Russia, tragically drowned 
when HMS Hampshire struck a mine on 5 June. 
Letters from the front gave villagers a vivid sense of warfare. Sergeant 
Cunnington described the horrors of bombardments, gas attacks, and trench 
assaults on the eve of major engagements, reflecting on the courage of men 
facing “murder pure and simple.” The Battle of the Somme, beginning 1 July, 
became one of the bloodiest in history, with over 57,000 British casualties on the 
first day alone. 
Amidst the grim news, village life continued. The wedding of Corporal John 
“Jack” Durston of the Footballers’ Battalion brought a rare moment of joy. 
Durston had served in France, recovering from wounds, before returning home. 
Events such as the showing of the Battle of the Somme film at Bedford in August 
brought the realities of war vividly to the public. 
Up to 200 wounded soldiers were safely evacuated by Volunteer Aid 
Detachment nurses from Wrest Park mansion, in the adjoining village of Silsoe, 
when a devastating fire broke out at the stately home that had been in use as a 
military hospital since November, 1914.  
Even in distant lands, soldiers maintained contact. Private C. W. Smith, stationed 
near Cairo, wrote home with humour and resilience, describing guarding Turkish 
prisoners, enjoying simple amusements like cinema, and keeping a diary for his 
family. Despite the war’s dangers, he remained in good spirits, reflecting the 
perseverance and adaptability of those far from home. 
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At The Fledglings, we have spent some time focusing on 
nature and growth. The children learned about mini 
beasts and pollination, explored the importance of trees 
and spent time identifying different species in our wood-
land area. They investigated habitats, grew sunflowers, 
measured their progress and learned about the water cycle through practical 
activities and experiments. Our older children enjoyed pond dipping, learning 
about living things through MRS GREN, writing nature poetry and adventure sto-
ries and exploring renewable energy. 
As part of their local studies, the children focused on Clophill, designing ques-
tionnaires to gather residents' views about the village, carrying out traffic sur-
veys and presenting their findings in graphs. These activities helped develop 
both their mathematical and communication skills. 

More recently, we have been looking at transport and 
travel. The children have explored how people travel 
around the world by train, aeroplane and car, while learn-
ing about the history of transport through a visit to the 
Museum of Transport at Stockwood Park. They have also 
been discovering different countries and cultures. Our 
studies of Italy included learning about the Leaning Tower 
of Pisa as well as enjoying discussions about Italian food. 
We were also grateful to receive photographs and infor-
mation about Cape Town from a friend in South Africa, 
helping bring our learning to life. 
Life at The Fledglings is always full of practical experienc-

es and adventures. This term, the children have continued to develop their inde-
pendence through regular visits into the local community, including trips to Bev-
erley Court and our Faith Tour, where we were 
incredibly proud of the thoughtful questions the 
children asked and the respect they showed at 
each place of worship we visited. 
Cooking remains a favourite activity, and the chil-
dren particularly enjoyed making samosas this 
term. We have also continued our yoga sessions, 
helping children develop balance, coordination and 
mindfulness.  
As we move towards the end of the academic year, our older children have been 
preparing for their next steps, building confidence, resilience and independence 
ready for the transition ahead. It has been wonderful to see the friendships, curi-
osity and enthusiasm for learning that continue to flourish within our small 
group. 
We are incredibly proud of everything the children have achieved this term and 
look forward to enjoying more adventures together over the coming weeks. 
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One of the highlights of 
the term has been 
following the life cycle of 
our chicks. The children 

were fascinated as they watched the eggs hatch and the chicks grow, leading to 
lots of discussions about how living things change over time. We have also been 
observing the environment around us, noticing the changing seasons and talking 
about the different types of weather we experience. This sparked plenty of 
interest in extreme weather, with the children keen to learn about storms, 
floods and other weather events from around the world. Our budding 
archaeologists have been busy digging for treasure and taking part in excavation 
activities. The children loved uncovering hidden objects and working together to 
investigate their discoveries. 

Music has been filling the preschool too, with the children exploring a variety of 
instruments and enjoying singing together. Our school leavers have begun 
practising their leavers' song and are already showing great enthusiasm and 
confidence as they prepare for their next adventure. 

There has been plenty of learning through play. Group word games have 
supported the children's phonics development, while maths activities have 
focused on counting, addition and exploring how larger numbers can be made 
up of smaller ones. The children have also enjoyed sequencing activities and a 
range of turn-taking games, helping develop their social skills, and ability to work 
together. 

Friday knife skills sessions continue to be a favourite for many of the children. 
Through whittling activities, they have shown impressive progress in their 
control, concentration and ability to listen carefully to instructions. It has been 
wonderful to see how much confidence they have gained since the start of the 
year. 

Our adventures have taken us further afield too. Visits to Barton Springs gave the 
children the opportunity to paddle in the natural spring water and explore the 
local environment. They have also enjoyed travelling by bus, learning valuable 
independence and road safety skills along the way. Another memorable outing 
was our visit to Chicksands Military Museum, where the children explored a 
range of fascinating exhibits and learned more about local history. 

We would also like to say a huge thank you to all the dads, grandads and other 
family members who joined us for our recent Men at Work session. With tools in 
hand and plenty of enthusiasm, they helped tackle a variety of jobs around the 
setting, fixing and improving different areas for the children to enjoy. We are 
especially grateful for their help in building our brand-new ring toss game, which 
is ready for Sports Day. The children have already enjoyed trying it out, and we 
greatly appreciate the time and support our families continue to give to the 
preschool. 
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Clophill Parish Council 
There was a meeting at Clophill Village Hall on 
Tuesday 23rd June. 

• Chairman’s Award – If you know of anyone who 
you believe may deserve this most prestigious award, please contact the 
Parish Clerk at clerk@clophill-pc.gov.uk 

• Defibrillators – The Parish Council are still working alongside the Co-op and 
The Clophill United Charity to raise the funds needed for this. Please donate if 
you can when you are next in the Co-Op. 

• Recreation Ground – The new rabbit proof fencing is now complete! We 
would ask anyone using the area to please use the gates to ensure that the 
rabbits don’t move back in. The repair to the damaged grass area is now the 
final stage of this project and will hopefully be completed in the next few 
weeks. 

• Christmas Lights Switch On – This has been confirmed for the 29th Nov from 
3pm to 6pm. Stall holders please contact the Parish Clerk at clerk@clophill-
pc.gov.uk  in the first instance to book your pitch. 

Planning Applications: 
CB/26/00295/FULL Paradise Farm, The Causeway 

Proposal: Creation of an additional pitch to contain one static caravan and 
parking for 2 cars. Revised layout and hardstanding with associated 
infrastructure (Retrospective). 

CB/26/00472/FULL Land to the rear of The Green Man, The Green 

Proposal: Erection of 1 detached dwelling with associated parking, landscaping 
and access from High Street.  Appeal reference: 6010315.  

CB/TCA/26/00282 London House, 45 High Street 

Proposal: Works to trees within a Conservation Area: Lightly reduce Silver Birch 
(T1, T2) and remove any growth effecting phone wires. T3 - Yew Tree - Reduce 
Yew (T3) closest to house by 30%. Reduce Yew (T4) on side boundary by 20%. 

Clophill Preschool continued … 
As the end of the school year approaches, our Green Group children have been 
focusing on school transition activities, helping them feel confident and excited 
about moving on to primary school. 

We are incredibly proud of all the children and look forward to celebrating with 
our leavers as they prepare for the next stage of their learning journey. 
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1826 

Baptisms 

July 25 John, s of Henry and Ann  

  Costin (?) 

Aug 06 Susannah, d of Samuel and (?) 
  Millard. 

 13 Betsy, d of John and Sarah 
  Robinson (?) 

  Betsy, d of Joseph and Ann  
  Willis. 

  George, s of Joseph and Ann 
  Willis. 

  Ann, d of John and Sarah  
  Denton. 

 18 Sophia, d of Richard and Jane 
  Waller (?) 

 20 William, s of Martha Caves (?) 
  single woman. 

  Jane, d of John and Sarah  
  Chapman. 

No marriages or burials recorded. 

1876 

Baptisms   

July 23 Anne, d of George and Ann  
  Webb. 

  Ann, d of William and Anna  
  Doggett. 

Aug 27 Susannah Letitia (?) d of single 
  woman. 

  Mabel, d of Thomas and Mary 
  Ashby or Ashley. 

Marriages 

July 11 George Gudgin, 22, to Eliza  
  Stanford, 23.  

1926 

Baptisms 

July 04 Eileen, d of Frederick and  
  Mary Gudgin. 

  Betty Doreen, d of Arthur and 
  Florence Heath. 

Aug 01 Kathleen Edith, d of Arthur  
  and Nellie Peat. 

Marriages 

July 18 Arthur John Catlin (?) 33,  
  widower, to Millie Louise  
  Ansell, 30.  

Burials 

July 31 Susan Garner, 62. 

  Laura Gardner of Ampthill, 62. 

Aug 14 Emma Elizabeth Perkins (?)  
  67.  

Parish Registers for July and August 

1996 

Baptisms 

July 18 Steven Wiseman 

No marriages or burials recorded 
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What’s on in and around Clophill 

  SEPTEMBER 

Saturday 5th – Clophill Therapeutic Community Garden Open Day. 12noon – 
2pm. See poster. 

Friday 11th – Bloomin’ Well Pub Quiz Cross Keys, Pulloxhill. 7pm.  See poster. 

Plus…. 
Weekdays during term time 

* Clophill Community Hub is open, Village Hall, 8:30am to 3pm. 

 Also open on Weekends 10:00am to 4:00pm. 

Mondays… 

* Singthusiasm Choir, St. Mary’s Church, 7:30 - 9pm. 

Wednesdays… 

* Tea and Chat, Greensand Community Methodist Church, 10:30am – 12noon. 

* Beverley Court Bingo Night, in the Residents lounge, 7pm. All welcome.... 

Thursdays… 

* Thursday Leisure Club – TLC – St Mary’s Church, 2pm. 

Fridays… 

* Little Saplings, Stay and Play 9:30am – 11:00am, Acorn Nursery at St. Mary’s School. 

Fridays… during term time 

* Clophill Parent & Toddler Group 9:30am – 11:30am, Village Hall. 

Wednesdays 10am – 1pm (for volunteers) Sundays 10am – 12noon (all) and Sundays 
1pm – 3pm (adults only) … 

* Clophill Therapeutic Gardens, off Shefford Road (up track by No 9). 

  CHURCH SERVICES 

Regular services at St Mary’s Church, Clophill. 

1st Sunday  11am, Family Praise 

Other Sundays 11am, Parish Communion 

Services at GC Methodist Church, Clophill.  
See noticeboard outside church for dates and times.  

1st Sunday: United Service 10.30am held at different hubs 

2nd Sunday 10.30am Local Preacher 

3rd Sunday 9.30am Communion Rev. Wood 

4th Sunday 11:00am Rev. Wood 
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Useful numbers 
Gas (Emergency)  0800 111999 
Electricity (Emergency)  0800 7838838 
Emergency Fire/Police/Ambulance  999 
Water/Sewage (Anglian Water)  0845 7145145 
Telephone  (Customer Services) 150         (Faults) 151 
Highways Department (Central Bedfordshire Council)  0300 3008049 
Benefits Agency (Bedford office)  01234 361500 
Registrar's Office (Births/deaths/marriages)  0300 3008089 
Rail (Enquiries)  0845 7484950 
Buses  01234 262151  (Link A Ride) 01525 840511 (Flittabus)  01582 406561 
Luton Airport 01582 405100 
Swimming  (Flitwick) 01525 717744  (Robinson Pool) 01234 212479 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
Central Beds Offices (Chicksands)  0300 300 8000 
Mid-Bed; MP  Blake Stephenson 020 7219 7477 
Central Bedfordshire Councillors  Susan Clinch  0300 300 8516 
 Gary Summerfield  0300 300 8561 
 Mark Smith  0300 300 8541 
Clophill Parish Council       PC Clerk. Lynne Killeen clerk@clophill-pc.gov.uk  07888 685886 

HOSPITALS 
Bedford (North & South)  01234 355122  Admissions  01234 261150 
 Appointments  01234 359012 
Luton & Dunstable  0845 1270127 

DOCTOR'S CLINICS 
Ampthill  (Houghton Close) 01525 300898  (Oliver Street)  01525 631395 
 (Greensands)  01525 631390 
Shefford  Enquiries 01462 818620  Appointments  01462 810034 
Barton  01582 528700  Flitwick  01525 715300 

POLICE  Non Emergency  101 
County Police HQ  01234 841212 
Ampthill Station  101 

CHURCHES 
St Mary’s Parish Church  
 (Rector) Steve Marsh TBA 
 (Church Warden)  Mrs Anne Shegog anneshegog@gmail.com  01525 864868 
St Francis RC Church, Shefford  01452 813436 
Clophill Methodist Church Revd Silas Wood, email: swood11@me.com,  01525 571392 
 Mr John Errick  01525 860695 
Baptist Churches  (Maulden) Ian Crawford  01525 634325 
 (Shefford) Hazel Arnold  01462 812564 

SCHOOLS 
St Mary's C of E Lower School, Nursery & Preschool (Headteacher Mrs K Bingley)  01525 860206 
Harlington Upper School, Harlington  01525 755100 
Preschool  clophillpreschool@gmail.com (Chris) 07936 006381 or (Imogen) 07765 887868 
Redborne Upper School, Ampthill  01525 404462 
Robert Bloomfield Middle School, Shefford  01462 628800 
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Village groups 
Beverley Court  860920 
Brownies  enquiryym.girlguiding.org.uk 
Clophill Community Care  Duty Contact  07791 773705 
Clophill Heritage Trust  Ali Bradbury 07894 710001 
Clophill Parent and Toddler Group   

 Imogen 07765 887868 

Clophill Preschool  Alex Hale and Sophie Hale 07939 823721 
Clophill St Mary's C of E Lower School, Nursery and Preschool  
  Tracy Hayes 860206 
Clophill United Charities  Val Martin 07845 731134 
Community Garden  Bev Hall (Bloomin Well)  07468 121508 
   www.bloominwellcic.com 
Conservation Group  Brian Adams 862297 
Fledglings  Alex Hale and Sophie Hale 07908 162354 
Flower Club  Gillian Hill 860539 
Funzone After School Club  07903 167493 
Singthusiasm Choir  Luke 07975 520085 
Indoor Carpet Bowls  Tony Meredith 860754 
Messy Church   Victoria Higgins 07920 568861 
   victoriajhiggins@hotmail.co.uk 
Friends of St Mary's (FOSM) Johnathan Matlock and Anna Neuff  
   fosmclophill@gmail.com 
Scouts and Cubs   www.scouts.org.uk/get-involved 
Tea and Chat   Anita Errick 860695 
Village Hall Booking Secretary Marylin Browning 07821 643936 

Greensand Ridge Walks July to September 
The Greensand Trust is holding a programme of walks to discover 
Bedfordshire’s Greensand Ridge Walk to mark the 40th anniversary of the 
county’s premier walking route. The remaining scheduled walks are as follows: 
• Old Warden Circular (8 miles) Saturday 18th July 
• Weneslawe Circular (8 miles) Sunday 9th August 
• Gamlingay and Parklands Circular (7 miles) Sunday 23rd August 
• Haynes Circular (5.75 miles) Sunday 6th September 

All walks cost £10 per adult. Linear walks include transport to the start point so 
that vehicles can be left at the end point. Under 18s are welcome if 
accompanied by an adult and able to walk the distance. 
To find out more information and to book on any of these walks please visit 
www.greensandtrust.org/events All proceeds fund the walks and go towards the 
environmental conservation work of The Greensand Trust. 
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Bespoke carpentry and joinery 
solutions serving homes in Clophill and 

the surrounding area. Fully qualified 
with over 40 years’ experience. We 

specialise in creating quality bespoke 
storage solutions, door hanging, 

fitting wooden flooring and 
refurbishing staircases, alongside a 

wide range of general carpentry and 
joinery services. 

info@purejoinerysolutions.co.uk 

07786 463217 

Take out an annual ad in Clophill 

SPOTLIGHT 
Black & White per year 

This is one-sixth £65  Height 31 x Width 126 mm 

mailto:info@purejoinerysolutions.co.uk
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Advertisers index 
Auctioneers & valuers 
W&H Peacock 31 
Bathroom Services 
Bathroom Vogue 35 
Builders & Carpenters 
PURE joinery solutions 25 
T Butlin Building & Plastering31 
T Barker Carpentry 35 
Stuart Benson Building Projects
 IFC 
Car Services/Repairs 
A&F Motors Ltd IFC 
Mint Alloys 30 
TC Coomber Car Services BC 
Choirs 
Singthusiasm 37 
Computer Services 
PCLap Repairs  25 
Electrical Services 
APN Electrical 24 
Financial Services  
ET Accounting Services 26 
Stellar Financial Planning 33 
MB Accounting Services 21 
The Mortgage Expert 26 
Food & Refreshments 
Café at W&H Peacock 29 
Woburn Country Foods 38 
Fuel 
FireWoodShire 31 
 

Funeral Services 
AL&G Abbott, Funeral Directors
 32 
Garden 
Coles Growers IBC 
JK Garden and Landscape 
Services 27 
Newbury Farm Plants 36 
Health & Beauty 
Bluebird Care 32 
Pilates Box  37 
Tracy’s Scentsy Treasures 24 
Tammy’s Talons 25 
Home Improvements 
David James Kitchens 24 
Legal 
Photiades Solicitors 33 
Shaw’s Wills 23 
Pet & Animal Services 
Cuddles & Care Pet Services22 
The Conifers Canine Hotel 35 
The Bluecat Luxury Cattery 28 
Ampthill Veterinary Centre 22 
Floofys Dog Grooming 22 
Freyas Dog Grooming  25 
Plumbing & Drainage Services 
Jamie, the happy plumber 27 
Beta Plumbing 34 
Chapman & Kirby Heating 21 
 
 
 

Print Services 
Fidelity Design & print IFC 
Public Houses 
The Stone Jug 21 
Repair Services 
Tim Downing Repair Services  
 34 
Schools 
Clophill PreSchool BC 
Clophill St Mary’s C of E 30 
Acorn Lower School and 
Nursery 30 
Security Services 
Maximum Security Systems 36 
Shopping 
The Olde Watermill Shopping 
Village 20 
Millers Market & Antiques 28 
Handmade Local 28 
Signage 
Broome Signs 39 
Travel Services 
Travel Counsellor 29 
Tuition 
Wrest Park Tutors 26 
Village Hall 
Clophill Village Hall 19 
Windows/Replacement 
Andrew Baker Windows 34 
AW Windows IBC 
Kings Windows 27 
Misty Double Glazing 28 

Love reading Spotlight? 
Don’t forget to mention us when you use a business that 

advertises in this magazine! 

IFC = Inside Front Cover   IBC = Inside Back Cover  BC = Back Cover 



 ColesGrowers 
      BBRRIITTIISSHH  CCUUTT  FFLLOOWWEERRSS 
SEASONAL, SUSTAINABLE, UNIQUE 

Fresh bouquets £15 £25 or £40                      
Posy in a jar £12 – these make beautiful gifts 
Bud vases 2 for £14 for a small celebration 
Special occasions please get in touch. 
CCooll lleecctt   ffrroomm  GGrraavveennhhuurrsstt  FFrrii //SSaatt  aamm  oorr  ppmm..    
OOrrddeerr  ddeeaaddll iinnee  33ppmm  tthhee  ddaayy  bbeeffoorree..     
Please contact us via:  
Text/WhatsApp 07736 106326 or  
Email: lynda@colesgrowers.co.uk for how to order 
 



UNIT F, AMPTHILL INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, STATION ROAD, AMPTHILL, MK45 2QY

AMPTHILL
01525 406330

MOT’S CLASS 4/5L/7

CAR SERVICING & REPAIR

TYRES & EXHAUSTS

AIR CONDITIONING

DIAGNOSTIC CODE READING

Collection
& Delivery
SERVICE AVAILABLE

Please ask

Call or email to find out more
07765 887868 or 07936 006381
clophillpreschool@gmail.com
www.clophillpreschool.co.uk

We are a unique outdoor setting based in
the rural grounds of Clophill Village Hall 
welcoming children from the age of 2 and 
offering a bespoke SEND provision.

Our passionate and experienced staff nurture 
every child and broaden their perspective, 
enrich their knowledge and spark the magic of 
wonder through a curriculum based in nature.

Locally printed by                    | Tel: 01234 907907 |  www.fidelityprint.co.uk


